Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



THE BRITISH POETS, 



LITTLE, BEOWN & COMPAHY. 

A COMPOITB OOLLBOTION, 
FROM CHAUCEK TO WOEIiaWOBTH, 

Handsomely Printed in Neat 16mo. Voliuoes. 

Price 75 Gems Per Volume. 
JEoch Work Said Separiddy. 

This Collection, of wMcli mare than one hundred Tolnmes 
are nlready issued, is intended to embmce tlie whole works of 
the most distingulslied authors, from Chanoer to Wordsworth, 
with selections from the minor poets; Siccompenied with blo- 
grapliioal, historical, and critical notices and portraits, — iliB 
whole forming n iki more complete, elegant, and cheap ediUon 
of the British Poets than has ever appeared before. 

The numeroiis toBUmonials to the excellence of this series, 
which the publishers have received, both from the press and 
the public. In an parts of the country, would seem to indicate 
that a popular want has been met by this edition, which is 
ijniversaliy acknowledged to he the best ever issued, both in 
poiut of editorship and mechanical c:tecution. 

Notfces of ttie levees. 

"We cannot speak too highly in praise of this edition — the 
only one that deserves the name of ' complete ' — of the British 
Poets." — .Bosion Doily AdverliseT. 

" We really know nothing more worthy of the cordial sup- 
port of the American public than the Boston edition of the 
English poets." — ifeio Fori Tiiaes. 

" A fairer printed, a more tasteful or more valuable set of 
books, cannot be placed in anylibrMy." — Wem York Cnmer 
and lii^irer. 



»i..,Goo^lf 



"The best, tKa most permanently valuable, the most con- 
venient, ami the cheapest edition of the standard poetical litsia- 
tnro of Great Britain ever published." — Borne Journal. 

" We ragard it fls the most heautlflil and convenient library 
edition of the BritisL Fcela yet pablishii," — Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin. 

" We do not know any other edition of the English Poets 
which combines so much cxoellenoe." — Sibtiotheca Sacra. 



ThcfoUoma^ mhanes are ah-eody issued • - 



*,» We ba^e n Pre and =liaU isiif = 



3 -Will be publiahed aa feat 



»i..,Goo^lf 



THE BRITISH ESSAYISTS, 



LITTLE, BKOWN & COMPANY, 

110 WASHINGTON SIREBT, BOSTON. 



BRITISH ESSAYISTS; 

WITH PREFACES, mSTOKICAL AND BlOGBAPHiCAL, 
BY A, CHALMERS, F.S.A. 



RAUBLOBt IDLER) LOOKER-OP. 

The volumes are of the exact size and style of 
Little, Brown & Co.'s edition of the " British 
Poets," and sold at the same price, — eeventy-flve 
cents per volume. 

Tho want of a nent and uniform edifioii of these Essfiya, fba 
produotioos of ilie best writers of the English tongue, has long 
been felt, and the present issue Ib intended to supply the dafl- 



B, haiidBOmely printed from 
Hit English edit'on, and the price is suoh as to recommend 
, to the favor of the pobllo, and espeoially of those who ace 
gad in making seleotions for BOhool and college libraries. 
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I BKITISH ESSAYISTS. 



Wotites ot tBe preaa. 

■'Theae works, the flower of tUe bestEngliali literaturo for 8 
century, msrit a, place in every library. They have boma a 
large office in tlie culture of mind and style fur past generations, 
md for our elders now upon the stagOj nai we con wish for 
those entering active or literary life, access to no purer, or more 
copious, or more stimulating fonntains of thought, sentiment, 
and motive, than are here." ^ If. A. Bmiew, 

"The judgment of the most competent and respected author- 
ity has been passed upon these works, sud has decided that 
tliey are eminently worthy of being liept in constant usa." — 
CkriiUim Ecamner. 

" The value and popularity of the works included in this se- 
ries will increase as those who read, the English language be- 
come cultivated, and wish for compositions of the highest ranlc. 
For school and family libraries, these books are just what is 
needed ; they are of ccavenient size, and attractive outward ap- 
pearance, — their contents are models of compoaiUon, their 
spirit is hberal and manly, — their lone and influence moral and 
religious, without cant, or a weakness of any kind." — BoaUm 
Troitscrgit, 

" It is Buperflnons to praise the essays, — they arc by general 
C<iiisent esteemed models of pure English style, and are full of 
entertainment, knowledge of tlie worid, and moral instruction, 
— they will be read with pleasure as long as the English lan- 
goage lives," — JV. Z Commercial Adverliser. 

" No greater service can be done in the cause of good letters 
than the extensive disseminaHon of these standard oompositions. 
They embrace the best models of style in the English Lan- 
guage." — Sot(o» BaUy A^erlker. 

" As models of English prose they stand unrivalled, and de- 
eervo a place in every library, public or private, but especially 
in every school and town library in the country," — Boston A(- 

" A series of standard works, the value and popularity of 
which have only increased with time." — JV. Y. Times. 

"No more desirable edition has ever been published." — JV. 
r. Eeenmg Post. 
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SONNET. 



A LONELT Man lie wae, from whom these lays 
Flow'd ill his cloister'd musings : He in scorn 
Held them, the unfeeling multitude, who born 
For deeds of nobler purpose, their ripe days 
"Waste amidst fraudful industry, to raise 
Inglorious wealth. — But He, life's studious room 
Gaye to the Muse, so best might he adorn 
His thoughtful brow with never-dying hays. 
And well the Muse repaid him. She hath given 
An unsubstantial world of richer fee ; 
High thoughts, unchanging visions, that the leaven 
Of earth partake not; — Eich then must he be, 
Who of this cloudless world, this mortal heaven, 
n liis right the Sovereignty. 
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THE LIFE OF THOMAS GRAY. 



Thomas Gtkay, the subject of the present narrative, 
waa the fifth child of Mr. Philip Gray, a respect- 
able citizen and money-scrivener in London. His 
grandfatlier was also a considerable merchant in 
that place. The maideil name of his mother was 
Dorothy Antrobiis. Thomas was bom in Cornhill, 
the 36th of December, 1716; and was the only one 
of twelve children who survived. The rest died in 
their infancy, from suffooafion, produced by a full- 
ness of hlood ; and he owed his life to a memorable 
instance of the love and courage of his mother, who 
removed the paroxysm, which attacked him, by 
opening a vein with her own haiid ; an instance of 
affection that seems to have been most tenderly 
preserved by him (hivaugh his after life, repaid 
with care and attention, and rememhered when 
the object of his filial solicitudes could no longer 
dajm them. Mason informs usjj'that Gray sel- 
dom mentioned his mother without a sigh." 

He was educated at Eton, under the protection 

of Mr. Antrohusj his maternal uncle, who was at 

b 
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11 LIFE OF GUAT. 

that time assistant to Dr. George, and also a fel- 
low of Pembroke College, at Cambridge, where 
Gray was admitted, as a pensioner in 1784, in his 
nineteenth year. I should be unwilling to pass 
over this period of his life, without mentioning that 
while at Eton, as well aa at Cambridge, he de- 
pended for his entire support on the afiectioii and 
firmness of his mother ; who, when his father had 
refiised all assistance, cheerfully maintained him 
on the scanty produce of her separate industry. 
At Eton his friendship with Horace Walpole, and 
more particularly with Richard West,* com- 
menced. In him he met with one, who, from the 
goodness of his heart, the sincerity of his friend- 
ship, and the excellent cultivation of his mind, was 
worthy of his warmest attachment. The purity of 
taste, mdeed, as well as the proficiency in litera- 
ture which the letters of West display, were re- 

• Eidiard West wna tha son of the right hononraiile 
Riohard West, lord olimcellot of Ireland; nho died in 11VI 
or 1728, aged 36; and Lis gmudfetliei', hy the mother'a side, 
was Bishop Burnet. Hia Mhef wna the roatemal unole of 
GloFSr the poet, and is supposed to be the anthor of a tragedy 
onUed ' Heonba,' pnhliahed in 1726. Mason says that, when 
at school, West's genins was thought to he more bi-illiimt than 
his friend's. A portmit of the father is in tho hall of the 
Inner Temple, given by Rioliftrd Glover. He wna appointed 
Lord Ohanoellor in the rdgn of 8eoi^ the Krst, in 1725. He 
wrote on Ti-eaaons and Bills of Attainder, also on the Maonet 
of Creatong Peers. See this last trnet bigMy pnused in (Jnar- 
torly Review, No. Ixasiv. p. 303. See King's poem. The 
Toaat, p. 117. 
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LIFE OP GRAY. Ill 

maskable at his age ; and his studious and pensive 
habils of mind, his uncertain health, and his early 
and untimely death, have all contributed to throw 
" a melancholy grace " oyer the short and inter- 
esting narratiye of his life. With him, for the 
period of eight years. Gray enjoyed what the mo- 
ralist calls " the most virtuous as well as the hap- 
piest of all attachments — the wise security of 
friendship : ' Par studiis, jevique modis.' " Lat- 
terly, when "West's health wts declmmg and his 
prospects in life seemed clouded and uncertain, 
Gray's friendship v> as iffer^ion^te and miioua, 
and only tenninated by the early de\th oi his 
friend in his twenty sisfh vear 

"When Gray removed to Peter Houie, Horice 
Walpole* went fo King's College in the same uni- 
versity, and West to Christ Church at Oxford. 
From this period the life of Gray is conducted hy 
his friend and biographer Mr, Mason, through the 

* In H, Wslpola's Works are BomB lattcra botweon "West 
and Walpole at Cullega (vol. iv. p. 411). The iiilimaoy be- 
twQBO Gray, Walpole, Woet, and Aaheton, woB called the 
qnadraple alliance; ani thoj paasod bj the namca of Tjdeus, 
Orosmades, dinmnzor, and Plato. ThomnB Ashoton was aftcr- 
nartla fEillonr of Eton College, rector of St. Botolpb, BiEliops- 
gate Street, and preaoher to tlie Society of laDeoln'a Ina. He 
mrotB im answer to a work of Dr. Conjera Middleton. Wal- 
polo addressed a poetioal epoatle from Floronec to hira. See 
Gray's Letlere; and Walpolo'a Works, toI. t. p. 336. jlshe- 
ton died in 1775. His njeee of the same name maiTied Dr. 
William CSeaTOr, Bishop of St. Asaph. See an aeoonnt of him 
in Sir Bgeirton Srydges'a KeaUtnta, col. ir. p. 219. 
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me^uin of his Letters 5 • concerning which it may 
be said, that from the hvunour, the elegance, and 
the classical taste displayed in them; from the 
alternate mixture of serious argument, animated 
description, ju3t criticism, and playful expression ; 
notwithstanding the incidents of his life were pe- 
culiarly few in number, nor any of them remark- 
able,, yet a more interesting publication of the 
kind never appeared in English literature. 

Gray's Letters commence, as I have said, from 
the time when he left Eton for Cambridge; but 
from them it is difficult to trace the line of study 
which he pursued at College. His letters treat 
chiefly of his poetry, and other private pursuits ; 
and he seems to have withdrawn himself entirely 
from the severity of mathematical studies, and to 
have confined his inquiries to classical literature, 
to the acquisition of modem languages, to history, 
and other branches of what is called polite learn- 
ing. West describes himself and his friend as 
walking hand in hand, 



During Gray's residence at College, from 173i 
to September, 1738, his poetical productions were 
— 'ACopy of Latin verses,' inserted in the 'Afwstc 

• Mason followed llio plan of 0. Middloton in hia Life of 
Oioero, and of (Juitini in bis Lite of Cardinal Pole. Sae Pje's 
life of Pole, p. 177. 
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LIFE OF GKAY. V 

Btonenses;' anotlier 'Oa the Marriage of tlie 
Prince of Wales ; ' and 'A Sapphic Ode to West.' 
A small part of his ' Ti-anslation from Statius,' Mr. 
Mason has given ; hut has withheld a Latin Ver- 
sion of the 'Care Sehe beale' of the Pastor Fido, 
and an English translation of part of the fourteenth 
canto of Tasso's ' Gerusalemme Liheraia,' which is 
inserted in the present edition. From Septemher 
till the following March, Gray resided at his fa^ 
ther's house ; but his correspondence with West, 
who was then with his mother at Epsom, his bio- 
grapher has thought it unnecessary to insert. 

At the request of Horace Walpole, Gray ac- 
companied him in his travels through France and 
Italy, and deferred his intended study of the law. 
From letters to his friend West, and to his own 
family, we have an account of his pursuits while 
abroad. He seems to have been, as we might have 
expected, a very studious and diligent traveller. 
His attention was directed to all the works of art 
that were curious and insti'uctive. Architecture 
both of Gothic and Grecian origin, painting, and 
music,were all studied by him. He appears to have 
applied diligeutly to the language; nor did the 
manners and customs of the inhabitants escape his 
attention. Like Addison, he compared with the 
descriptions of ancient authors the modem appear- 
ance of tlie countries through which he passed. 
There are, indeed, few gratifications more exquisite 
than tiose which we experience in being able to 
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Vi LIFE OF GKAT. 

identify the scenes, and realize the descriptions^ 
which Jiave been long consecrated in flie mind hy 
genius aad by virtue ; which have supplied the 
fancy with its earliest images, and are connected 
in the memory "with its most lasting associations. 
In such moments as these, we appear to he able 
suddenly to arrest the progress and lessen the 
devastations of time. We hardly contemplate 
with regret the agea that have passed in silence 
and oblivion ; and we behold, for the first time, 
the fading and faint descriptions of language, 
stamped with the fresh impressions of reality and 
tnitli. The letters which Gray wrote from Italy 
were not intended for publication, and do not con- 
tain a regular account of the ohservalions which 
he made : but are rather detached and entertain- 
ing desci-iptions, intended for the amusement of his 
friends at home. Every thing which he thougtt 
ofimportance was committed to his journal "He 
catalogued," says Mr. Mason, " and made occa- 
sional short remarks on the pictures which he saw. 
He wrote a minute description of every thing 
which he saw in his tour from Eome to Naples j 
as also of the environs of Eome, Florence, &c. 
They abound with mmiy nncommon remarks, 
and pertinent classical quotations.'' 

The route chosen by the travellers was one usu- 
ally taken : — from Paris, through Eheims (where 
they stayed three months, principally to accustom 
themselves to the French language) ta Lyons, 
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LIFE OF GRAY. VU 

whence they took a short excursion to Geneva, 
over tlie mountaios of Savoy; and by Turin, Ge- 
noa, and Bologna to Florence. There they passed 
the winter in the company of Mr. Horace Mann, 
the envoy at that court,* In March, 1740, Qement 
the Twelfth, then Pope, died ; and they h(istcned 
fheir jovtmey to Rome, in the hope of seeing the 
installation of his successor.t That Gray would 
have wished to have extonded his travels, and en- 
larged his prospect beyond these narrow limits, if 
he had possessed the power, we know from his 
subsequent advice to a friend who was commenc- 
ing his travels : " Tritum viatorum compitum cal- 
ca, ef, cam poteris, desere." And the following 
passage sketches the outline of an Italian tour, 
which, I believe, few of our travellers have ever 
completed : " I conclu.de, when the winter is over, 
and yoii have seen Eome and Naples, you will 
strike out of the beaten path of English travellers, 
and see a httle of the country. Throw yourselves 
into the bosom of the Apennine; survey the horrid 
lalte of Amsanctus; catch the breezes on the coast 
of Taranto and Salerno ; expatiate to the very toe 
of the continent ; perhaps strike over the faro of 
Messina ; and having measured tlie gigantic co- 

* See Wnlpole's Worta.Tol. iv. p. 423. Sr Horace Mnnn 
died in 1736 nt Fiorenee, where he tad resided fortj-ai jcare 
as his Biitannio Majestj'B minister, at tbe Conrt of the flrand 
Duke. 

■t Ibid. p. 440. 



»i..,Goo^lf 



lumns of Girgenti and the tremendous cavern of 
Sjraeusa, refresli j-oursdvea amidst the fragrant 
vale of Enna, — Ok ! che hel riposo 1 " 

In May, after a visit to the Fraacati and the 
Cascades of Tivoli, Gray sent his beautiful 'Alcaic 
Ode ' to "West. In June he made a short excursion 
to Kaples ; and was charmed with the scenery that 
presented itself in that most delightful climate. 
He describes the lai^e old fig-trees, the oranges 
in bloom, the myrtles in every hedge, and the 
vines hanging in festoons from tree to tree. He 
must have been among the first English travel- 
lers who visited the remains of Herculaneum,* as 
it was discovered only the preceding year ; and 
be pointed out to Ms companion, the description 
in Stafias that pictured the latent city ; 



• Some emavfttioDB were made in Henralananm in 1T09 
b; the PiiDoe D'Elbeuf : bub thiirt; jaars elaped after the 
orders giren to tbe Piinoe to dig no furtber, iefore any more 
Qotioe waa taken of them. In Dcoomber, 1738, tlie King 
of the two Bioilies was at Portici, and gave orders for a pro- 
BaeaUon of the eabterraneoua labours. There was an eioa- 
Tattoc In the time of the Roraans-, and another in 1689. In 
a letter from H. Walpole to We«t on this subject (see Wftl- 
pole's Works, vol. Iv. p, 148), dated Naples, June 14, 1710, 
is a passage which shows Mr. Mason's oonjentm'o, that the 
teavellers did not reoogniae the ancient town of lleroulaneiun 
bj name, to be unfonndcd. H. Walpole calls it by that name 
iu liis letter. 
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Mka fldea ! eitdetna yirum Fontnrapropygo, 
Oum segetas it£vum, cum Jam hn^i> deserta virebuai, 
Infra urbes, populoequa premi 1 " 

Sta«i Sjlr. IV. it. 78.* 

At Naples the travellers stayed ten days ; and 
Gray's next letter to his father, in which he talks 
of Ilia return to England, is dated again from Flo- 
rence ; and whence he sent, soon after, his Poem 
on the ' Gaums ' to West. He remained, however, 
at that place about eleven months ; and during this 
time commenced his Lalin poem ' De Prineipiis 
Cogitandi' He then set off with Walpole, on the 
24th of April, for Bologna and Eeggio,t at thelat^ 
ter of which towns an unfortunate difference took 
place between them, and they parted. The exact 
cause of this quarrel has heen passed over by the 
delicacy of his hiogi-apher, because H. Walpole was 
alive when the Memoirs of Gray were written. The 
former, however, charged himself with the chief 
blame; and lamented that he had not paid more 
attention and deference to Gray's superior judg- 

* Soo also MarUal, Bpig. Lib. h. Bp. 13. ed. Dalph. »nd 



t Dr. JuhnsQnlias two slight Diiataliea in his 'Life of Gray 
He Bays that they quarrelled at FtoraKs and parted, instead ■ 
Ea^io. He says also, that Oraj began his poem 'JJc Ptii 
eipiis CagitumU ' aftsr his coturn : but it was oommenoed in tl 
winter of 1710, at Florence 
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X LIrE OP GKAY. 

ment and prudence. In the ' Walpoliana^ (vol. i. 
p. 96, art. ex.) is the following passage : " The 
quarrel hetween Gray and me arose from his heing 
too serious a companion. I had just hroke loose 
from the restraint of the University, with as much 
money as I could spend ; and I was willing to in- 
dulge myself. Gray was for antiquities, &c. ; 
whilst I was for perpetual balls and plays ; — the 
fault was mine." Perhaps the freedoox of fi-iend- 
ship spoke too openly to please : for in a letter from 
"Walpole to Mr. Bentiey, some years afterwards, he 
says ; " I was accustomed to flattery enough when 
my father was minister : at his fall I lost it all at 
once : and since that I have lived with Mr. Chute, 
who is all vehemence ; with Mr. Fox, who is all 
disputation ; with Sir C Williams, who has no time 
fiom flattery, himself; and with Gray, who does 
not hate to find fault with me." • Whatever was 
the cause of this quarrel, it must have been very 
serious, if the information is correct which is given 
in the manuscript of the Eev. W. Cole, a person 
who appears to have Uved in terms of intimacy with 

* See WalpolB'B Works, Tol. T. p. S34. In a letter ftom 
Gray to WalpolB in 1761, is n aenteooe whioh aeema to point 
towftrds this quatre!; " It is a tenet witli me, {be sajB) — a, 
aimplB one, 70U wili porliaps say, — that if evec two people 
nho lOTO one another ooma to lireaiing, it ia forirant of a 
tamely echirdssemeni, a fall £Uid ptedae one, without witneasea 
or medintoia, and nithouC resening one disagreeable i^'euni- 
Etonce foi' the mind to brood upon in ^once." See Wolpele's 
Works, vol. V. p. S89. 
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Griiy during the latter part of his life. " When 
matters (he says) were made up between Gray and 
Walpole, and the latter asked Gray to Strawherry 
Hill, when he came, he without any ceremony told 
"Walpole, that he came to wait on him aa civOity 
required, but hy no means would he ever he there 
on the terms of his former friendship, which he had 
totally cancelled." Such is the account given hy 
Mr. Cole, and which I suppose is worthy of credit: 
at any rate, it does not seem at all inconsistent with 
the independence Mid manly freedom which always 
accompanied the actions and opinions of Gray.* 

Having ilius lost his companion, and, with the 
separation of friendship, all inducement to remain 
abroad, Gray went immediately to Venice, and re- 
tmiied through Fadua and Milan, following almost 
the same road through France, which he had tra- 
velled before. If he sent any letters to West on 
his retum,"f it was not tliought requisite to publish 
them ; those to his father were only accounts of his 
health and safety. Though he returned to England 

* Foe a further eliidflation of thia enbjeot, the letidBC is 
refeiTed to the fleomid volume of lAs Aldiae edilloii qf Gran's 
Worhi, p. n^5, uhere I liaie staled what aie the siifpostd 
sanaas of the quarrel; and the terma of the reoonciliation will 
be best leatncd, fi-oni the e:tpres^ODS which Gray uaes in his 
lettet to Mr. WLartDn on this subjeot. 

t Some letters from Walpole to Wast, while the former -was 
on liis travels ivith Gray, ai'e in Walpole's Works, vol. iv, 
p. 119—463. There is one letter ftom Heggio, May 10th, but 
not mentioniog ouy qnnirel, nor even Gray by came. 
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Y and directly as he could, yet he oaco 
diverged from his way, between Turin and Lyons, 
again to contemplate the wild and magnificent 
scenery that surrounded the Grande Chartreuse; 
and in the Album of the Fathers he wrot* his 
beautiful 'Alcaie Ode,' which bears strong marks 
of proceeding from a mind deeply impressed with 
iLe solemnity of the situation ; where " every pre- 
cipice and cliff was pregnant with rehgion and 
poetry." * 

In two months after the return of Gray in 1741, 
his father died,t his constitution being worn out by 
repeated attacks of the gout; and Gray's filial duty 
was now solely directed to his mother. To the 
friendwhocondoledwithPopeouhisfather'a death, 
he answered in the pious language of Euryalus, — 
" Gemtrii est mihi," — and Gray, in the like ciiv 
eumstances, assuredly felt no less the pleasure that 
arose from oontrihufing to preserve the life and hap- 
piness of a parent With a small fortune, which her 
husband's imprudence had materially impaired,}: 
Mrs. Gray and a mjuden sister retired to the house 

• See Letter XI. dated Turin, Korembec 16, 1739. 



Mr. Philip Graj bnllt a oonntrj house at 'Waiiatead, at a 
very oonaidernlile eipanac, whict was Bold after his death at 
£1000 laas than ita originaJ cost. It was pumhased by Alder- 
msu Bi'J, who was atill teadeut in it in 1IT6. haac Reed 
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of Mrs. Eogera,* another sister, at Stoke, near 
Windsor ; and Gray, tliLnliing his fortune not suf- 
flcient to enable Mm to prosecute the study of the 
law, and yet unwilling to hurt the feelings of his 
mother, by appearing entirely to forsake his pro- 
fession, changed or pretended to change the line of 
study, and went to Cambridge to take his degree 
in civil law. That in his own mind, however, he 
tad entirely given up all thoughts of Lis profes- 
sion, seems to appear from a letter to West : " Alas 
for one (he says) who has nothing to do but to 
amuse himself! I believe my amusements are as 
little amusing as most folks'; but no matter, it 
makes the hours pass, and is better than iv 0/10619 

Koi iftOBaiif KOTa^iavai." 

" But the narrowness of his circum stances," says 
Mr. Mason, " was not the only thing that dis- 
tressed him at this period. He had, as we have 
seen, lost the friendship of Mr. Walpole abroad. 
He had also lost much time in his travels ; a loss 
whicli application eould not easily retrieve, when 
so severe and laborious a study as that of the Com- 
mon Law was to be the object of it ; and he well 
knew that whatever improvement he might have 
made in this interval, either in taste or science, 
such improvement would stand him in little stead 
with regard to his present situation and exigencies. 

• Mason deaoribaa Mra. Bogora M the widow or a olergj- 
man, but Isaao Haed, in a, MS. note, haa said Uiat he wa.a a 
geatleiiiun of ths lair. 
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This was not all: his other friend, Mr, West, he 
found on his retm-n oppressed hy sickness and a 
load of family misfortunes. These the sympathiz- 
ing heart of Mr. Gray made his own. He did all 
in his power (for he was now with him in London) 
to soothe the sorrows of his firiend, and try to alle- 
viate them by every office of the purest and most 
perfect affection : hut his caves were vain. The 
distresses of Mr. West's mind had already too 
far affected a body from the first weak and deli- 
cate." 

West was indeed at this tune rapidly declining 
in health, aud had gone into Hertfordshire for the 
benefit of the air. To him Gray sent part of his 
Tragedy of 'Agrippina,' then commenced; and 
which, Mr. Mason thinks, was suggested by a fa- 
vourable impre^ion left on Ms mind from a repre- 
sentation of the Britannicus of Eafline. His friend 
objected to the length of Agrippina's speech ; and 
flie Fragment is now published, not exactly as 
Gray left it, but altered by Mr. Mason from the 
suggestions of West. The plan of this play seems 
to have been drawn after the model of the plays of 
Badne ; though it displays perhaps more spirit and 
genius than ever informed the works of that ele- 
gant and correct tragedian. Mr. Mason, in a let- 
ter to Dr. Beattie, mentions among the Poetry left 
by Gray, "the opening scene of a tragedy called 
Agrippma, with the first speech of the second, 
writton much in Eacine's manner, and with many 
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masterly strokes." * Tlie language resemljles 
rather that of Rowe or Addison, than of Shalie- 
speare ; though it is more highly wrought, and 
more closely compacted. If finished, it would, I 
think, Iiave delighted the scholar in the closet ; 
hnt it is too descriptive to have pleased upon the 

stage. Baaro^ovTOi. Si ol ivayvi^criKoi Ka! jrcpo- 

j3al3o/i£roi, ol ^t t5v ypa^octw, ko rots djTjti! araiat ^rm^ 
Tat.f 

Gray now employed himself in tie perusal of the 
aTideiit authors. He mentions that he was reading 
Thucydides, Theocritus, and Aaacreoa. He trans- 
lated some parts of Properfius with great elegance 
of language and versLEicaiion, and selected for his 
Italian studies the poetry of Petrarch. He wrote 
an Heroic Epistle in Latin, in imitation of the man- 
ner of Ovid ! and a Greek Epigram, which he 
communicated to West : to whom also in the sum- 
mer, when he retired to his family at Stoke, he sent 

• I hapB Bfljd that Gray Itept no attentive eye upon Baeine 
dming the oompoaition of his trogeiy; ao assertion, I thmk, 
(haC the notes will serve to prove: but the learned Mr. Twi- 
ning, in hia notes on Aristotle's Poetics, (p. S85, Ito.) aays: 
" I hava often nondei'ed whfit it was that oonld attach Mr. 
Gray Eo atrongly lo a poet whose goniua was so little nnalo- 
gona to hia own. I must oonfoaa I cannot, even in tho Lramatia 
Fragment given US by Mt. Mason, disoover any other resem- 
blaooe to Raiino, thiin In the length of the speeches. Tho 
fault, indeed, is Eacinc's; its beauties lire surely of a higher 
order," &a. 

t Aristotelia Khetorioa, lib. y. oap iii. 
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his 'Ode to Spring,' which was written there, but 
which did not an'ive in Hertfordshire till after 
the death of his beloved friend,* West died only 
twenty days after he Lad written the Letter to 
Gray, which concludes with " Vale, et vive paulis- 
per cum vims." So little (says Mr. Mason) was 
the amiable youth then aware of the short time 
that he himself would be numbered amongst the 
living. 

I shall here insert a very correct and judicious 
criticism, on a censure made hy Johnson of an 
expression in Gray's Ode to Sprmg, by the late 

• Wert was buried in tha chancel of Hatfield ohnrob, b«- 
nealb a, atone, nith the following epitaph: "Here lietb tha 
bod; of !Riehard Vfeel, esq. onl; son of the right honoucabla 
Kohard West, esq. lord ehanoallor of Irclnnd, who died the 
Irt of June, 17*2, in the 2Glh year of hia Bje." Wcat'i 
poems hare never heon fnllj collected. There is odb, ' An 
Ode to Maiy Magdalene,' in Walpolo'fl Works, fol. Iv. p. 419: 
anotliec in Dalrymple's Songs, p. 142. In the European Ma- 
gazine tnr January, 1793, p. 46, ia a poem said to be written 
by tun, called 'Damon to Philomel; 'and a Copj of Verses on 
his Deatii, supposed to be written by his ancle, Jndga Burnet. 
In Walpole'a Works, vol. i. p. 204, is a well known Epigram 
vbich WHS wi-ittBU by West, ' Time and Thomas Heame,' which 
Tras printed by Mr. Walpole in a paper iotanded for the ' World,' 
but not sant, and wliioh is commonly attributed to Swift. It 
appears also, that pai-t of the ti'aged; of Pauaanias ia extant in 
MS, See the editor's note in Walpole's Works, toI. W. p. 468; 
also his translation of Tihnllus. See Haaon'a Oiay, vol. I. p 
22. The coUcotioD of his poems byDr. Anderson, in the edidoK 
of the Britjah Poota, is very incomplete! and Mr. Alesander 
Chalmeta, in hia anbaoquent edition, haa omitted them entirely. 
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Lord Grenrille, a criticism which does credit to 
his Lordship's learning and tast« * 

" ' There lias of late arisen,' aays Johnson, in his 
Life of Gray, ' a practice of giving to adjectives 
derived from substantives, the termination of par- 
ticiples : such as the cultured plain, the daisied 
bank ; but I was sorry to see in the lines of a 
scholar like Gray, the honied spring,' 

" A scholar, like Johnson, might have remem- 
bered that meVitus ia used by Cattdlus, Cicero, 
and Horace, and that honied itself is found both 
in Shatapeare and in Milton. But to say nothing 
of the general principles of all language, how could 
the writer of an English Dictionary be ignorant 
that the ready conversion of our substantives into 
verbs, participles, and participial adjectives, is of 
the very essence of our own tongue, derived to it 
from its Saxon origin, and a main source of its 
energy and richness? 

" lat. In the instances of verbs and participles, 
this ia too obvious to be dwelt upon for a moment. 
Such verbs as to plough, to witness, to pit^, to 
ornament, together with the participles regularly 
formed from them are among the commonest words 
in our language. Shakspcare, in a ludicrous but 
expressive phrase, has converted even a proper 
name into a participle of this description : ' Pe- 
truchio,' he says, 'is kated.' — - The epithet of 
a hectoring fellow is a more familiar instance of a 

* See Nugsi Mutricie, b; Lord Qreniille, privatel; pcInUd 
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XVIU LIFE OF GKAT. 

participle similarly formed, though sti'angely dis- 
torted in its use to express a meaning almost the 
opposite of its origina]. 

" 2ndly. These partidples of verts thus derived, 
like all other participles, when used to denote ha^ 
iitual attributes, pass into a^jectiyes. Winged, 
feathered, thatched, painted, and innumerable 
otters are indiscriminately used ,in both these 
forms, according to the construction of the sen- 
tence, and its context. And the transition is so 
easy, that in many passages it may be doubted 
to which of these two parts of speech such words 
should properly be referred. 

"3rdly. Between these participial adjectives, 
and those which Johnson condemns, there is the 
closest analogy. Both are derived from substan- 
tives ; and both have the termination of partici- 
ples. The latter, such words for instance, as 
honied, daisied, tapestried, slippered, and the like, 
differ from the others only in not being referable 
to any yet established verb ; but so little material 
is the difference, that there is hardly one of tliese 
cases, in which the corresponding verb might not, 
if it were wanted, be formed and used, in strict 
couformity with the genius of our language. Su- 
ffored is an epithet frequent in our ancient poetry, 
and its use was properly long anterior to that of 
the verb, of which it now appears to be a parti- 
laple. But that Terb has since been fully adopted 
into our language. We now sugar our cups, as 
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LIFE OF GRAT. 

freely as our ancestors spiced and d 
and no reason can be assigned, why, if such were 
O'jr practice, we might not also honey them, with 
equal propriety of speeeh. 

" 4thly. On the same analogy we form another 
very nmneroua and very valuable class, of adjec- 
tives, compound epithets, derived lihe the others, 
from substantives, and like them terminatmg as 
participles, but having prefixed to them tlie slgnili- 
cation of some additional attribute. Such are in 
common speech, four-footed, open-hearted, short- 
sighted, good-natured, and the hke. In poetry we 
trace them from the well-envyned franklin of Chau- 
cer, through the most brilliant pages of all his 
successors to the present hour. What reader of 
Shakapeare or Milton needs to be reminded of 
even-handed, high-flighted, and trumpet-tongued, 
or of full- voiced, floweiy-kirtled, and fiery- wheeled? 
All these expjjessive and beautifiil combinations, 
Johnson's canon would banish from our language. 

" His criticism therefore recoila on himself. The 
poet has followed the usage of his native tongue, 
and the example of its best masters. The gram- 
marian appears unacquainted both with its prac- 
tice and its principles. The censure serves only 
to betray the evil passions, which in a very 
powerful and well-intentioned, but very Ul-regu- 
lated mind, the success of a contemporary had 
been permitted to excite. 

" The true spirit indeed of this criticism appears 
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witli no less force in what almost immediately M- 
lowe, where Johnson attempts to ridicule & passage 
which few other men have read wittout delight, 
Gray's beautiful invocation- of the Tliaioeg, in the 
Ode on Eton College — ' Say, Father Thames,' 
&C. ' This is useless,' he aays, ' and puerile.' Father 
Thames had no better means of 'knowing than 
himself,' He forgets his own address to the Nile 
in Rasselas, for a purpose so very similar; and he 
expects his readers to forget one of 'the most affect- 
ing passages in Virgil. Father Thames might well 
know as much of the sports of boys as the 'great 
Father of Waters' knew of the discontents of men, 
or theTiher himself of tlie obsequies of Maicenus." 

In the autumn of 1742, Gray composed the ode 
on ' A distant Prospect of Eton College,' and the 
' Hymn to Adversity.' Tke ' Elegy in a Country 
Church-yard' was commenced. An affectionate 
Sonnet in English, and an Apostrophe which opens 
the fourth, book of hispoem'iJe /"nwcVpus Cogi- 
tandi' (his last composition in Latin verse,) bear 
strong marks of the sorrow left on his mind from 
the death of "West; aad of the real affection with 
which he honoured the memory of his worth, and 
of his talents. 

Mr. Mason thinks that Gray did not finish this 
poem, on account of the unfavourable reception, or 
rather neglect, of the Anti-Lucretius* of the Car- 
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LITE OF GHAT. XXI 

dinal Melchior do Polignac ; a poem whicli had 
been long expected, and appeared about lliat time. 
The failure, however, of M. de Polignae's poem 
maybe attributed partly to its length, (for it con- 
tains above thirteen thousand verses,) and to a 
want of sufficient variety and digression in thy 
composition. The versification is not always fin- 
ished and compact, and the language has lost 
much of its elegance in the endeavour to accom- 
modate it with precision to the subject. 

Gray's residence at Cambridge was now conti- 
nued, not from any partiality to the place where he 
received his education, but partly from the scanti- 
ness of his income, and in a great measure, no 
doubt, for the convenience which its libraries af- 
forded.* Original composition he almost entirely 

employed on it, and recited it so often, thiLt miuiy parte waia 

stolen, njid inserted in the wi 

got a fragment by liear.t, and ] 

journolfl. The cardinal died wliile hiswovS waa unfinished, 

Hjid before lie could add two more lioolis to it against tiie Ddsta. 

See AneodotBB par Grinun, vol. i. p. 155. Tho line written 

under Franklin's picture, " Eiipuit ecelo fHlmen, soepti-umqaa 

pnilque Jovi fulmen, Phceboque aagittsia." 

* In a noto to the Spital Sermon, p. 117, Dr. Parr says; 
"After the opportunities which Mr. Gray enjoyed, and of wliiob 
he doubmss had arniled huuaelf, for ohaerving the etnte of 
litei'ature and the oharaotera of literary men upon the Gonti 
nent, he did not merely I'iMt tha Univaraity, but fised his 
ohiof fesldeneo there. And of a ehoioe to which ha adhered 
10 aleadUy and so long, the soantinera of hia fortune, the lora 
of boohs, and the easy aeeeas he had to them in many librBrles, 
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; Taut his time was so assiduonsly occu- 
pied in s. regulai' and studious perusal of the best 
Greek authors, that in six yeaxs he had read all 
the writers of eminence in that language, digest- 
ing and arran^ng their contents, remarking their 
peculiarities, and noting their corrupt and difficult 
passages with great accuracy and diligence. In 
the winter of 1742, he was admitted a bachelor 
of civil law; and a short recreation of his studies 
appears in a ' Fragment of an Address fo Igno- 
rance,' which contains a satire on the University 
where he resided,* whose system of education he 
always disliked and ridiculed, and against wMeh 
he used to speak so openly, as to create many 
enemies. It is plain, from his Letters, tlaat he 



vriU hardly be oonsidered os tlie >«:h 


VUHivB,." 


Dr. Parr, 








Gray, ia hia ehoioo of tho University la 


r a residon 


OB. 



Nee tu crodiduris nrbarra coraiooia vilte 
Quicrere Kasonem, qnteiit et illo tamcn. 

Ov. Bp. ex Pont. 1. 8. 29. 
• Inp-IITof theSpitiLlSermon.Dr.PiirrEajE: "At that 
very timo la vrhioh Mr. Gray apoke oo contemptaoualy of Cojo- 
biidge, that very tlulrarslty abounded la m«n of emditba and 
ECienoo, nith nbom the first achi>lars would not have dlsdninsd 
io converse: and who shnlloonTlot me of oiagEeration, when 
I bring foi-wBid the names of Bontley, DarioB, Asheton — of 
JeauB; Prorost Snspe, Mlddlelon, Tongtall the publle orator. 
Baker — of St. John's: Edmund Law, John Taylor, Thoraaa 
Johnson, IVaterland, Whaley (aflorivartts regiua profoasor of 
divioiij). Smith (the nephew of Cotea), aflerwui-d! master of 
Trinity, Roger Long, Colsoa, the oorreapondent of Sir Isaao 
HaivloQ, and Professor Saundeison 1 " 
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thought the attention mid time bestowed there on 
malhematical and mefaiDhysical pvu-suits, would 
have been more profitably spent in classical stu- 
dies. There is some I'esemblanee in tlie style of 
this Fragment to part of Pope's Dunciad; the 
fourth book of which had appeai-ed but a year 
or two before: and Gray, I should think, had 
that poem, in his mind when he wi-ote tliese lines, 
to ridicule what he calls "that ineffable Octo- 
grammaton, the power of laziness." 

In 1744 the difference between Walpole and 
Gray was sidjusted by the interference of a lady 
who wished well to both parties. The lapse of 
three years had probably been sufiicicnt, in some 
degree, to soften down, though not entirely oblite- 
rate, the remembrance of supposed irjuries on 
eitlier side ; natural kindness of temper had reas- 
sumed its place, and we find their correspondence 
agMu proceeding on friendly and familiar terms. 
About this time Gray became acquainted with Mr. 
Mason, then a scholar of St. John's College, whose 
poetical talents he had noticed; and some of whose 
poems he revised at the request of a friend. He 
maintained a correspondence with his intimate 
and respectable friend, Dr. Wharton, of Durham ; 
and he seems to have lived oh terms of familiarity 
with the celebrated Dr. Middletoa,* whose loss 
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he afterweirda lament'! " I find a friend (he says) 
so uncommon a thing, that I cannot help regret- 
ting even an oIJ acquaintance, which is an indif- 
ferent, likeness of it 

In the year 1747, the ' Ode to Eton College,' the 
first production of Gray that appeared in print, 
was published in folio, by Dodsley. Dr. "Warton, 
in his Essay on Pope, informs ua, that "little no- 
tice was taken of it, on its first publication." 

Walpole wished him to print his own poema 
wifb those of his deceased friend West. This, 
however, he declined, thinking the materials not 
BuSicient: but he complied with another wish of 
"Walpole, in commemorating in an Ode the death 
of his favourite cat. To this little poem 1 may be 
permitted to apply the words of Cicero, when 
speaking of a work of his own ; " Non est enim tale, 
ut in arte poni possit, quasi ilia Minerva FhidiiB ; 
sed tamen, ut ex efi.dem officina, exisse appareat."* 
Soon after this, he sent to Dr. Wharton a part of 
his poem ' On the Alliance of Education and Go- 
vernment.' He never pursued this subject much 
further. About a hundred lines remain ; and the 
commentary proceeds a little beyond the poem. 
Mr. Mason thinks that he dropped it from finding 
some of his best thoughts forestalled by JL de 
Montesquieu's L'Esprit des Loix,t which ap- 

* Kds CioaroniB Prasf. Paradoxa. ed. Olivet, toI. iii. p. 356. 
Piiria. 

t CamparaMoa(escLaieii,L'£spiitdeaLaii:,1iT.iiy.ohBp ii 
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LIFE OF GRAY, XXV 

pe£u%cl at tliat time : and otber reasons, whicli I 
have elsewhere stated, probably concurred in in- 
ducing him to leave unfiniahed, a very fine speci- 
mea of a philosophical poem. Some time after, 
says Mr. Mason, he had thoughts of resuming his 
plan, and of dedicating hia poem by an introduc- 
tory Ode to M. de Montesquieu ; but that great 
man's death, which happened in 1755, made him 
drop his desiga finally. 

Gray was now forming for his own instruction 
a Table of Greek Chronology, which extended 
from the 80th to the 113th Olympiad, a period of 
S32 years; and which, while it did not esclude 
public events, was chiefly designed to compare 
the time of all great men, their writings and tran- 
sactions. Mr. Mason, who saw this work, says, 
"that every page was in nine columns: one for 
the Olympiad, the next for the Archons, the third 
for the Public Affairs of Greece, the three next 
for the Philosophers, and the three last for Poets, 
Historians, and Orators."* 

Greek literature about this time seems to have 
been hia constant study. He says in a letter : " I 
have read Pausanias and Athenaius all through ; 
and Jilschylus again. I am now in Pindar, and 
Lysias ; for I take verse and prose together hke 
bread and cheese." 

» Sob Gibbon's Eoino, toI. iii. p. !48. A plan similar to 
this has been esecutecl by EJt. CotsinM, in hia ' I^a«(i Mki,' 
fonr volumes Ito. Florenoe, 1761. 
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In the year 1749, on the death of Mrs. Antro- 
bus, his mother was deprived of a sister and affec- 
tionate companion; whichlosa, if we may judge by 
a letter of Gray, was a most severe affliction. It is 
not improbable that this circumstance may have 
turned his thoughts towards finishing his ' Elegy,'* 
which was commenced some time before. Whether 
that were the case or not, it now however received 
his last corrections, was communicated to Walpole, 
and handed about in manuscript with great ap- 
plause, among the higher circles of society. It was 
so popular, that when it was printed. Gray ex- 
pressed his surprise at the rapidity of the sale } 
which Mr. Mason attributed, and, I tliint, justly, 
to the afiecting and pensive cast of the subject. 
" It spread," he said, " at first, oa account of the 
affecting and pensive cast of the subject, just like 
Hervey's Meditations on the Tombs. Soon after 
its publication, I remember sitting with Mr. Gray 
In bis College apartment, he expressed to me his 

* The thought of that Eds st^m in the Elegy, especially of 
the latter lines — 

"Some village-IIampdon, that with dauntleaa breast 
The little tjront iX Ma fields withEtooil; 
Some imitc inglorious Milton here may rest, 

Some Croinwel! guiltless of his country's blood " — 
is expressed moro briefly in the folloning passage of Plautua: 
" Ift seepe aumma ingeoio. in ocouUo iateut. 
Hio quails imperator, nuuo prltatua est." 
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Eiirprise at the rapidity of its sale. I replied; 

Sunt laosjmiB rerom, et mcnlem mortalla tangant.' 

He pauserl awliile, and taking his pen, wrote the 
line on a printed copy of it lying on his table. 
' This,' said he, ' shall be its future motto.' ' Pity,' 
cried I, 'that Dr. Young's Night Thoughts have 
preoccupied it.' 'So,' repliedSie, 'indeed itis.' He 
had more reason to think I had hinted at the trae 
cause of its popularity, when he found how diffe- 
rent a reception his two odes at first met with."* 
Pathetic comiMjaifion, which is employed in de- 
scribing to ns our own griefe, or the sufferings of 
others, makes its way to the heart at once j it 
always finds some diapo^ation of the mind favour- 
able to receive it, some paaaion which cannot 
resist its power, some feelings which participate 
in its soiTows. Mucli time elapse", before works 
of elaborate structure, of lofty flight, and of learned 
allusion, gain possession of the public mind, and 
are plaeed in their proper rank in literature. 
While the ' Bard' and the ' Progress of Poetry' 
were but little read on their first appearance, Gray 
received at once the full measure of praise from 
the 'Elegy:' and perliaps even at this time, the 
Elegy t is the most popular of all his poems. Dr. 

» Mason's Life of Whitohoad, p. U. 

t This Elegy UBS traiislited into Latin Teisoty MesBrs.An- 
stey luid Roherle, oiid not so sooocsifully by Mr. Lloyd, It baa 
beau ti'aiislaled also into Qnek by Dr. Cocke, of King's College, 
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XXVIU IIFE OF GRAT. 

Gregory, in a letter to Beattie, says : " It is a sen- 
timent that very universally prevails, that Poetry 
ia a light kind of reading, which one takes up 
only for a little amusement ; and that therefore it 
should be so perspicuous as not to require a se- 
cond reading. This sentiment would bear hard on 
Home of your best things, and on all Gray's except 
bis ' Chureh-yard Elegy, ' which, he told me, with 
a good deal of aertmony, owed its popularity en- 
tirely to the subject, and that the public would 
have received it as well if it !l^d been written in 
prose." And Dr. BcittiL writing to Sir "William 
ForhoH, says: "Of ill the English poets of this 
age, Mr. Gray is most admired, and I think with 
justice; yet there are (.omparafi^ely ipeaking, but 
a few who know any thin^ ot Ins, but his ' ChKrch- 
yard Elegy,' which is by no means the best of his 
works." This production was the occasion of the 
author's acquaintance with Lady Cobhara, who 
lived in the manor-house at Stoke ; and the way 
in which it commenced, waa described by him in 
a poem called the ' Long Sfory.' The Elegy hav- 

and puljHslicil at the end of Ms ediiion of Ariatotle's Poetios. 
Siaco that tioio, It has been translated into tbe same language 
by Dr. Notbary, ond Mr. Tew of Eton, Mr. Slephea Weston, 
and Dr. Coote. lis imitatora also bave been yerj nunierona. 
Tbe Bnid naa translated into Latin Terse, in 1775. It is said 
tbat witbin Uie precineta of tbe oburcb of GIrancbegter, ahaut 
twe miles from Cambi-idgo, Gray wrote bis Elegy. The euifew 
mentioned by the poet woa of oourse the great bell of St 
Mary's. V. Gent. Mag. May, 1314, p. 453, 
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ing now appeared in some of the periodioai publi- 
cations and magazines, and haying been published 
witli gveat inaccuraciea, Gray requested Walpole 
to have it printed in a more re'ipectable and accu- 
rate manner, by Dodsley, but without the apparent 
knowledge or approbation of the author It is to 
be observed, tliat in the early editions, the Elegy 
is not printed in stanzas of four hnt-., but con- 
tinuously. It is also written in the same manner 
by Gray in the Pembroke and Wharton manu- 
scripts. By this connected system of metre, the 
hariQony of the poem acquii'es a fuller compass. 
Mason adopted it in his four Ele^es ; and it has 
been lately used by Mr. lioscoe in his translation 
of the Greek poem of Musurus, which Aldus pre- 
fixed to his edition of Plato.* 

His thoughts, however, were for a short time 
called ofFfrom poetry, by the illness of his mother; 
and he hastened from Cambridge to attend upon 
her. Finding her better tliaa he expected, he 
employed himself, during his stay, in superintend- 
ing an edition of his poems, which was soon after 
published, with designs by Mr. Beatley,t the 

• Some renmrkson this ElegyiWhiahwereoriginallj printed 
by ma in tha Gent. Miig. lot April, 1836, will ba found in tlio 
AppendlK to thia Life. — Ed. 

■f Eentley's original drawings are in tlie library of Straw- 
berrj-Hill. See Wiilpole'a Works, vol. ii. p. 447; and Lett- 
lo G. Monlagu, p. 97. Mr. Ciunberland, in tha Memoirs of 
hie life, Tol. i. p. 33, ]Makt that ha sees "a satire In ooppec- 
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only son of the learned Dr. Eentley, and the 
friend of Walpole; a person of various and ele- 
gant acquii'ementa, as well as of very considera- 
ble talents. To liim Gray addressed a Copy of 
Verses, highly extolling his powers as a painter. 
The original drawings in Walpole's possession, 
Mr. Mason says, are infinitely superior to the 
prints ; but even with this allowance, the praise 
must be considered rather friendly than just ; 
since their merit consists in the grotesque and 
quMut fancy which marks the designs ; in the 
whimsical manner in wbich the painter Iiaa em- 
bellished the images of the poet ; and which, if it 
were intended to corrcispond to the style of the 
' Long Story,' would not be an unsuccessful effort 
of the sister-art. The tributes, however, which 
are paid by Friendship to Genius, ought not to 
bo sparing or scanty ; and Gray might remember 
the example of Dryden and of Pope, in their 
complimentary eulogies on Kneller. 

In March 1753, he lost the mother, whom he 
had so long and SO affectionately loved ; and he 

plB,ta in tbe atebinga of Ecntlej ; and that his nnole has aom- 
pletaly libell&d botk hia poet and hia patron Trilhout intending 
to do 80." Mr. Cnmberland saya, a,t p. 116 of the sams TO- 
lume, that Gray wrote an alahorate oiitique on a, play of Eont- 
ley's writing oalled ' Philodamua,' nhioh st»s luited at Oovenl 
Garden. For an account of R. Bontloy see Brydgea' Reati- 
tuta, ToL iv. p. 364. Scott's Livaa of tha Noveliats, vol. ii. 
p. 235. Boaden'BLifeofMrE. Si^dons, i. p. SCO. R. Bentlej 
died Oct. ITS 2. 
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placed over her remains an iiiacription which 
strongly marks his piety and sorrow : 

EeddB hor FrieniJ luid Sister, 

Here sleep the RenuuDS of 

DonoTHY Gray, 

■Widow; the earoful tender Mother 

Of maaiy Children! ono of whom alone 

Had the MisfortTmo to survive her. 

Aged LXJLIl.* 

It ia usually supposed that Gray's ' Ode on the 
Progress of Poetry' was written in 1755. From 
a letter to Walpole it appears that it was then 
finished, excepting a few lines at the end. He 
mentions hia being so unfortunate as to come too 
late for Mr. Benlley'a edition, and talks of insert- 
ing it in Dodslej's Collection. In 1754, it is 
supposed that he wrote the Fragment of 'An Ode 
to Vicissitude,' as it is now called. The idea and 
some of tlie lines are taken from Gresset's ^Epi- 
tre mr ma Convalescence' Another Ode was 
also sketched, which might be called ' The Li- 
berty of Genius,' though some of Gray's biogra- 
phers, for what reasons I am ignorant, hare 
called it ' The Connection between Genius and 

* Thelftttec part of Giay'B epitaph haa a strong reaemblanoe 
to an insoripljon on a sepnichral cippns found nonl tho Villa 
Pelluohi, at RoniP!, now (I bcliovo) in the British Museum. 

D, M, Dasumife. Soteridi. Liberlie. Optiraio. et. Conjugi. 

SanotisfiimiG. bene. mer. fee. L. Daauniius. CalliatuB- onm. qua. 
Tint. An KcsT. sine. alia, querella. optans. ut. ipsa. abi. po- 
tina. euperst^a. fuisset. qaam. ae, sibi. superstitem. reliquisset 
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XXXU LIFK OF GRAY. 

Grandeur.' The argumeat of it, the only part 
which was ever written, is as follows ; " All tliat 
men of power can do for men of genius is to leave 
them at their liberty ; compared to birds that, 
when confined to a cage, do but regret the loss of 
their freedom in melancholy strains, and lose the 
Inscioua wildness and bappy luxuriance of their 
notes, which used to make the woods resound." 
Tbe supplement to tliis Poem is very inferior to 
the original, bo that we may unite in opinion with 
an eminent critic, that it is better to leave the un- 
finished creations of genius in their imperfect 
form. ' Nobis placet exemplura Priscorum, qni 
Apelleam Venerem imperfectam maluerunt, quam 
integram manu extranea,' * Gray, aa Walpole 
remarked, was indeed " in Jlower " these last 
three years. The 'Bard 'was commenced, and 
part of it communicated to Mr. Sfonehewer and 
Dr. Wharton, 1755. In these letters he for the 
first time complains of listleasness and depression 
of spirits, which prevented his application to 
poetry : and from this period we may trace the 
course of tliat hereditary disease in his constitu- 
tion, which embittered in a considerable degree 
the remainder ofhis days; and the fatal strength 
of which, not even the temperance and regularity 
of a whole life could subdue. In his pocket jour- 
nal for this year, besides a diary of the weather, 
and a rery accurate calendar of observations on 

* Vide Gruteri not; ad Plautuia, vol. i. p. 295, Ito. 
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natural hisfoiy, lie kept a. regular account of liis 
health m Latm By this it appears that his con- 
stitution WIS much enfeebled and impaired, that 
aliimmg ittaLk^ of the gout were pei'petually re- 
cuning and disoidering his frame. He speaks 
constantly of the sleeple & night, and the feverish 
mommg ind seems seldom to have been free 
from p^m, debility, and disease. Expressions 
Bimilai to the foDowmg, are in almost every page: 
'Insomnia crehra, atque expergiacenti surdua 
quidam doloris sensus! frequens etiam in regione 
stemi oppressioj et cardialgia gravis, fere sempi- 
tema." 

"The Bard" was for some time left unfinished; 
but "the accident of seeing a blind harper (Mr. 
Parry) perform on a "Welsh harp,* again (he 
Bays) put his Ode in motion, and brought it at last 
to a conelusion,"t This poem .appears to have 
been submitted to the critical opinion of his 
friends. lie mentions a remark upon it by Dr. 
Kurd ; and he had recourse to the judgment of 
Mr. Mason, "whose cavils ("Walpole says) almost 
induced him to destroy his two beautiful and su- 
blime Odes." 

Some time previous to this, Dodsley had puh- 
lislied his Collection of Poems, in three volumes,t 

* Por an Aooonnt of Partj, see Smitli's Life of NoUekens, 
Yol.il.p, ai3. 

t Sea Watptiliana, toI. i. p. i6. 

i Dodslej publiahad (Arte volmnes of this Collection, in 17E2: 
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wHch "Walpole sent to Gray. Tlie observations 
made by flie latter, as they were not published in 
Mr. Mason's Life, and as it is interesting to read 
the opinions which he entertained of his poetical 
contemporariea, I shall extract from the letter to 
his friend, in as short a compass as I can. 

" To begin, (ho saya,) with Mr. T^ckell : — This 
is not only a state poem (my ancient aversion), 
but a state poem on the Peace of Utrecht, If Mr. 
Pope had wrote a panegyric on it, one could 
hardly have read him with patience. But this is 
only a poor short-winded imitator of Addison, who 
had himself not above three or four notes in 
poetry ; sweet enough indeed, like those of a Ger- 
man flute, but such as soon tire and satiate the ear 
with ibeir frequent return. Tickell has added to 
this a great poverty ofsense, and a string of transi- 
tions that hardly become a school-boy. However, 
I forgive him for the sake of his EaJlad, which I 
always thought the prettiest in the world. All 
there is of Mr. Green here, has been printed be- 
fore ; there is a profusion of wit every where. 
Reading would have formed his judgment, and 
harmonized hia verse; for even his wood-notes 
often break out into strains of real poetry and mu- 
sic The ' School-Mistress '* is excellent in its kind 

tha {bnrth Tolume was published in 1!55; ani the Htlii and 
Hxth volumeB, whioh uotnpleted the Collection, in nSB. 

• The Sohool-Mistross is bj far the best of Shenalone's 
poems. The TariaUone itom the £rst edition axe very curious. 
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LIFE OP QKAT. XXXT 

and masterly : and 'London' is one of those few 
imitations tliat have alt the ease and all the spirit 
of the original. The same man's * Verses at the 
Opening of Ganrick's Theatre are far from bad. 
Mr. Dyer has more of poetry in his imagination, 
than almost any of our number; but rough and in- 
judicious. I should range Mr. Bramston only a 
step or two above Dr. King, who is as low in my 
estimation aa ia yours. Dr. Evana is a fiirious mad- 
man ; and ' Pre-existeace ' is nonsense in all her 
altitudes. Mr, Lyttleton is a gentle elegiac per- 
son.t ^i"- Nugent sure did not write his own Ode. 
I like Mr. "Whitohead's little poems, (I mean The 
Ode on a Tent^ The Verses to Garrick, and parti- 
cularly those to Charles Townshend,) better than 
any thing I had ever seen before of him. I gladly 
pass over H. Brown and the rest, to come at you. 
Youknowlwas of the publishing side, and thought 
your reasons against it — none: for though, as 
Mr. Chute said extremely weU, 'the slil! small 
voice' of Poetry was not made to be heard in a 

in? writings la prose abound with aonnd reflection, and linow- 

feoted niannar, displnjing great benerolenee of mind and gen- 
tlenesa of diapositioB. Mr. GraTOs (Ihe autlior of the Spiriturf 
Quixote) wrote a pamphlet, called ' RecoIIeetiona of eomo Parti- 
oulars !d tlie Ute of William Shenstona, Esq. &a.' to vindioatB 
bis ftiaod from toe censure of Dr. Jolinson, Gray, and Maaon. 
* Br. Samuel Joliason. Sea W. S. Landor'a Satire on Sal^ 
riats, p, 14. 
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crowd, yet Satire will be heard, for all the audi- 
ence are by nature her friends "What shall 

I say to Mr. Lowth, Mr. Ridley, Mr. KoUe, the 
Eev. Mr. Brown, Seward, &c. ... KI say, 'Mes- 
sieurs ! this is not the thing : writ* prose, ^vrite 
sermons, write nothing at all,' they wUI disdain 
me and my advice. Mr. S. Jenyna now and then 
can write a good line or two, such as these : 



I lite "Mr. Aston Herrey's Fable ; and an Ode the 
last of all, by Mr. Mason ; a new acquaintance of 
mine, whose Mmmis too seems to eairy witli it the 
promise at least of something good to come. I was 
glad to see you distinguished who poor West was 
before his charming Ode, and called it any thing 
rather than a Pindaric. The Town is an owl, if it 
don't like Lady Mary; andlamsurprisedatit. We 
here are owls enough to think her Eclogues very 
bad: but that, I did not wonder at. Our present 
taste is Sir Thomas Fitzosborne'a Letters," &c.* 
In 1756 Gray left Peter-house, where ha had 
resided above twenty years, on account of some 
incivilities he met with, which are slightly men- 
tioned in his correspondence. He removed to 
Pembroke-hall, where his most intimate friends 
resided ; and this he describes, " as an sera in a 
life so barren of events as his." 

• See Wftlpolo'fl Works, Tol, f. p. 39S. 
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In July 1757, he took his Odes to London, to 
be published. "I found Gray (says H, Walpole) 
in Town, last week. He brought his two Odea* 
to be printed. I snatched them out of Dodsley's 
hands, and they are to be tho first-fruits of my 
press." Although the genius of Gray was now 
"in its fiiia and mature age," and though hia 
poetical reputation was deservedly celebrated ; it 
is pliiin that these Odes were not favourably re- 
ceived. " His friends (he says) write to him, that 
they do not succeed," and several amusing criti- 
cisms on them are mentioned in the Letters. Yet 
there were not wanting some better judges who 
admired them. They had received tlie judicious 
and valuable approbation ofMason and of Hurdjf 
and if Gray felt any pleasure in the poem which 
Garrick wrote in their praise, he must have been 
yet more gratified, when Warburton, while he be- 
stowed on them his honest applause, shewed his 
indignation at those who condemned, without 
being able to understand them. J 



t It is, I beliavB, to Gray that Hard alludes in the Bssb; 
on the Hailis of Imitation, as to the " <;ommen friend ot Masoi 
and himself," tiho bed fuggesled aa imitation of Spenser, Ii; 
Milton: see toI. iii. p. 48. 

i Graj'a Odes were coYicTted in the Monthly Beview ft 
1757, p. S39. They were ftlao reriewed in the Oiitionl Be 
view, TOl. Iv, p. 167; in which tlie oritio mistoolc the A.to2,tjl, 
uoXt!^ (tlie .Soliaa l;ie), ftr tha JEoiiui haip, the instm 
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About ten years before tbis time, the Odes of 
Collins* were published, and received with the 
most unmerited neglect. The public had been bo 
long delighted with the wit and satire of Pope, Lad 
formed their faste so much on his manner of ver- 
sification, and had been so accustomed to dwell 
upon the neat and pointed style of that finished 
vmter; that they were but ill preparedto admire 
the beauties of the lofty and magniflceat language, 
in which Collins arrayed his sublime conceptioHs ; 
and which was tasteless to those, who, but a few 
years before, had received the last book of the 
Dunciad, from the dying hands of their favourite 
poet; aad who could not pass from wit, and epi- 
gram, and satire, to the bold conceptions, the ani- 
mated descriptions, and the wild grandeur of lyric 
poetry, t The very works which have now raised 

ment inTanted by.Kiichet about 1649; and, after being for- 
gotten for a eenturj, disoovered by Mr. Oswald. A passage in 
this Review, suggested to Dr. Johnson an objcotion of whioi 
he made use, in bis eriljoiam on Gray; viz. "Ib there not, 
(laya the Critical Review) B trifling impropriety in this line, 
'Weave the warp, and Heave the woof; ' — Is not the warp 
laid, and the woof afterwards wovenl Suppose bo had writ- 
ten ' Stretch tbo warp, ajid weave the woof.' " Compare John- 
son's lifo of Gray, vol. si. p. SJ7, ed. Murphj. 

» Tbo Odes of Collins were poWished in 1146. The open 
manner in which Goldemith in his Threnod. Ang. borrowed 
whole lines and stanzas from Collins, is a strong proof bow 
little Collins' Poems were then tnown. 

t See T. WartoH's PrefoOB to Milton's Minor Poems, p. 1. 
10, for a support of this opiiuon, and Maion's Life of Wliite- 
head, p 12. 
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Gray and Collins to the rank of our two greatest 
lyrie poets, were either neglected, or ridiculed by 
their contemporaries; whileto appreciate the just- 
ness of their thoughts, the harmony of their num- 
bers, and the splendid creations of their genius, 
was left for the more correct decisions of time. 

Tlioae who aro really competent judges of tie 
merit of poetry, in any age, are □ecesaarily hut 
few ; the great and general mass of poetical 
readers are constantly varying among the favour- 
ites of the time ; raising with their breath the 
bubble of that reputation to-day, which they take 
the same pains to destroy to-morrow. 
Quod dedisU 
Vivmti daoua, atque sentienti 
Bnii post olnores b[il>ent Foetce.* 

But, a poet who receives the praise of an enlight- 
ened age, may with confidence expect its continu- 
ance ; if he write, not for the fluctuation of taste, 
nor the caprice of fashion ; but on his own ex- 
tended views of nature, on his own confirmed 
knowledge and experience, and on tho solid prin- 
ciples of the art. He who acquires the admiration 
of the present time, by addressing himself to their 
taste, hy following their judgment, and by soliciting 
their applause, may be sure that his productions 
will be superseded by the favourite rivals of the 

age to come, nsr fin 6 ji&t' i/ii nu; axoiasisv aiav. 
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■was the sensible advice of Louginus,* to those, 
who "with a noble ambition aim at immortality." 
Tlierc is a passage in the Life of Thomson writ- 
ten by his friend, in which he mentions the reason 
of the discouragement shewn, by some critics of 
that day, to the poetry of that interesting writer; 
and which apphea eijuaUy in the case of Collins 
and of Gray ; as the same cause that impeded tlie 
favourable reception of the Seasons, still continued 
to exert its powerful influence. "The Poem of 
Winter, (says Mr. Murdoch, who speaks from his 
own observation,) was no sooner read, than uni- 
versally admired ; those only excepted, who had 
not been used to feel, or to look for any thing in 
poetry beyond a point of satirical or epigrammatic 
wit; asmartantithesis richly trimmed with rhyme; 
or the softness of an elegiac complaint. To such 
his manly classical spirit could not readily recom- 
mend itself; fill after a more attentive pemsal, 
they had got the better of their prejudices, and 
either acquired, or affected a truer taste. A few 
others stood aloof, merely because they had long 
before fixed the articles of their poetical creed, and 
resigned themselves to an absolute despair of ever 
seeing any thing new aod original." From that 
time, till after the death of Gray, the strong and 
almost exclusive influence of Pope's versification 
was felt on English poetry. Blason, speaking of 

• VHe Lon^nmn OTprr^mlr. Soot. XIV, iii. p. 6J, 
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LIFE OP GJIAT. xli 

Gray's Hymn or Address to Igaoranee, says, — 
" Many of the lines are so strong, and tlie general 
cast of the versification so musical, that I believe 
it wili give the generality of readers a higher 
opinion of his poetical talents, than many of his 
lyricd productions would have done. I speak of 
the geneiabty , for it is a certain fact, that their 
taste IS founded upon the ten syllable couplet of 
Diyden and Pope, and of these only." 

In this year Cibher died at an advanced age, 
and the Laureatship was offered by the Duke of 
Devonshire, then Lord Chamberlain, to Gray; 
with a remarkable and honourable privilege, to 
hold it as a mere sineeure. This he respectfnlly 
declined ; and some of his reasons for refusing if, 
he gives in a letter to Mr, Mason: "The office 
itself (he says) has always humbled the possessor 
hitherto : — if he were a poor writer, by making 
him more conspicuous; andif he were a good one, 
by setting him at war with the little fry of his own 
profession ; for there are poets little enough, even 
to envy a poet-laureat." * 

Upon Gray's refusal, the laurel was accepted 
by Mr. Whitehead, who joined to very competent 
talents, what made those talents respectable — mo- 
desty and worth. Mr. Mason had by him letters 
of Gray, in which he gave Whitehead's first and 
second odes great encomiums. To Gibber indeed. 
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he was in every respect infinitely superior : but it 
is no disgrace to Mr. Wliiteiiead to affirm, that 
to the genius of tliat poet who succeeded him, we 
are indebted for the finest productions that have 
ever emiobled aa office, in itself not most friendly 
to the Muses. Mr, Mason was not quite over- 
looked on this occasion. " Lord John Cavendish 
(he says) made an apology to him, ' that heing in 
orders, he was thought less eligible than a lay 
man.'" A little tinge of that satire which occa- 
sionally darted its shaib into the world from the 
retirement of Aston, is now visible in Mr. Mason's 
narrative,* when he adds, "that he wonders the 
same privilege, of holding the office as a sine- 
cure, was not offered to Mr. Whitehead j as the 
king would rea^y have dispensed with hearing 
poetry, for which he had no taste, and music, for 
which he had no ear." t 

In 1758, Gray describes himself as composing, 
for his own amusement, the little book which he 
calls ' A Catalogue of the Antiquilies, Houses, 
&c, in England and Wales ; ' and which he drew 
up on the blank pages of Kitchen's English At- 
las. After his death it was printed and distri- 
buted by Mr. Mason to his friends. % 

• Sea Mason'a Life of Whitehead, p. 87, and on T. War- 
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LIFE OS" GRAX. xliii 

About this period, much of hia time eeems to 
have been employed in the study of architecture ; 
in ■which his proficiency, as indeed in all other 
branches of learning which he parsued, was accu- 
rate and deep. Some of his observations on this 
subject afterwards appeared in Mr, Benthaai's 
History of Ely. In the Gentleman's Magazine 
for April 1784, a letter from Gray to Mr. Ben- 
tham is published, which contains aU tbe informa- 
tion afforded to the latter. It was printed in 
consequence of the circulation of a report, that 
the whole of the Treatise on Sason, Norman, and 
Gothic Architecture, published in the History of 
Ely, was written by Gray.* On the 15(ii of Janu- 
ary 1759, the British Museum was opened lo the 
public ; and Gray went to London to read and 
transcribe the manuscripts which were collected 
there from the Harleian and Cottonian libraries. 
A folio volume of his transcripts was in Mr. Ma- 
son's hands ; out of which, one paper alone— The 
speech of Sir Thomas Wyattt before the Privy 
Council — was published in the second number 
of Lord Orford's Miscellaneous Antiquities j but, 



* Sob Bentham's pro&oe to the History of Ely, (ne 
edit.) p. 13; SolootionB from the fleutleman's Magaiiue, to 
ii. p, 249 ; and Kioholfl's Literary Anecdotes, vol. iil. p. iSS 
fmd Uentlaman'a Maga^e, vol, liii. p. 37, 138, 301, 31t 
vol. llv. p. 213. 

t See OhalmBta'a life of Sir Thomaa Wjatt in tlie Britif 
Poets, Tol. ii. p. 363. 
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as 1 understand from a note ia Dr. Nott's Edi- 
tion of Lord Surrey, very imperfectly. * 

He was, as Dr. Johnson observed, but little af- 
fected by two Odes of Obscurity and Oblivion f 
written by Messrs. Colman and Lloyd, wliicb tben 
appeared ia ridicule of bim, and Mr. Mason. The 
humour of these poems, in my opinion, has been 
much over-prsused. "Warburton calls them " two 
miserable buffoon Odes." J Like all other pro- 
ductions of a personal and satirical nature, their 
subject ensured to them a short period of popula- 
rity. We know with what avidity those works 
are perused, which hold up to the derision of tlie 
public the peculiarities of genius and learning. 
Almost every author of talent, at some time or 
other, becomes the mark at which ridicule ia 
luned In this particular case, the most modest 
and retued habits, as well as the most exalted 
talents, were dragged out with circumstances of 
laughter nnd contempt, by men very inferior to 
Grty, either in the strictness of their moral cha- 
racter, or in the depth and extent of their literary 
attainments. Yet, while I think their ridicule was 
not happy or successful, I do not see thoge marks 
of rancour and malevolence in their design, which 

• Soo Nott'a Surrey, toI. ii. p. IxIt. 

t The Ode to Obtcurily naa directed otiiofly againat Gray; 
that to Obli-DKH against Mason. See Lloyd's Poems, vol. i. 
p. 120. 

t See Warburtoii'3 Letters, by Hard, Lett, oili 
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BO often imhitf«r and disgrace the Satires of 
Churchill ; • whidi the inteinperance of youth, I 
am afraid, can hardly excuse; and which must 
raise constant disgust in those, who read the works 
of that powerfiil, tliough uniiniahed writer. Dr. 
Warton, in his notes on Pope, t says, " The Odea 
of Gray were hurlesqued by two men of wit and 
genius ; wiho, however, once owned to me, that 
they repented of the attempt." 

During Gray's residence in London, he became 
slightly acquainted with the amiable naturalist 
Mr. Stillingfleet, whose death took place a few 
months after his own.|: . At the request of Mr. 
Montagu, lie wrote an ' Epitaph on Sir "William 
Williams,' who was killed at the siege of Belleiale. 
In 1762 the professorship of modern history be- 
came vacant by the death of Mr. Turner. By the 

» Charolilll mentlona Gray in tlio Ghoat — " And plaintiTa 
fops dabauchod bj Gray; " —also in the Jonmej, in tiiAab 
poem Armslrong la Batliiseit, in langnoge of unbeeoming end 
ineicuaabla aBperitj. Mra. Chapoue, in a Letter dated 1764, 
gays, — " Toa keep my genius donn oontinually by tbroniog 
cold water on ite dying embers ; and teiritjioe my poor muse, 
as mnob as Churchill dooa tbat of Qray." Chapoue's Lett«ta, 
vol. ii. p. 161, data 1764. 

f See Warloii's Pope, vol. i. p. 236. See also G. Coloian's 
Worlds, vol. I. p. XL- 

% Mr. Benjamin Sljllingfleet died December 15, 1771, aged 
69. A Tory pleiiaing tribute to his memory has lately been 
paid by the Bev, Mr, Cose; by a careful selection from his 
unpublished Works, nod a Ufe of him, and his literary friends, 
In Ihtee volvuuag Eto. ISll. 
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advice of his friends, he apphed to Lord Bute for 
the place, through the medmm of Sir Henry 
Erskine, He was refused; and the piofcssor- 
ship waa given to Mr. Brocket, the f itor of Sir 
James Lowther. "And so (saja &iay, humoui- 
oualy passing over his disapi omftnenf) I have 
made my fortune like Sir Francis Wrongheid 

In the summer of 1765, he took a journey 
into Scotland, to improve hia health whn,h wis 
becoming more weak and uncertain, as well as to 
gratify his curiosity with the natural heauties and 
antiquities of that wild and romantic country. He 
went through Edinhurgh and Perth to Glamis- 
Castle, the residence of Lord Strathmore, where 
he stayed some time. Thence he took a short 
excursion into the Highlands, crossing Perthshire 
by Loch-Tay, and pursuing the road from Dun- 
keld to Inverness, as far as the pass of Gillikran- 
kie. Then returning to Dunkeld, he travelled on 
the Stirling road to Edinhurgh. " His account of 
his journey, (says Dr. Johnson,) so far as it ex- 
tends, is curious and elegant; for as hia compre- 
hension was ample, his curiosity extended to all 
the works of art, all the appearances of nature, and 
all the jdonuments of past events." In Scotland he 
formed an acquaintance witli Dr. Beattio j who 
had been the first to welcome him on his arrival 
in the Morth, with a testimony of the high admi- 
ration in which he held his genius and his cha- 
racter ; and which was truly valuable, because it 



»i..,Goo^lf 



LIFE OP GEAy. slvii 

was the voluntary praise of one, who himBelf 
possessed the feeling and power of a poet. I 
transcribe Dr. Beattie's Letter, from his Life, 
pubhahed by Sir William Forbes: — 

"MifflBohftI College of Aberdeen, 
30Hi of August, 1765. 

" If I thought it necessary to offer an apology 
for venturing to address you in this abrupt man- 
ner, I should be very much at a loss how to begin. 
1 might plead my admiration of your genius, and 
my attachment f o your character ; but who is he 
that could not with truth urge the same excuse for 
intruding upon your retirement? I might plead 
my earnest desire to be personally acquainted 
with a man, whom I have so long and so passion- 
ately admired in his writings; but thousands, of 
greater consequence than I, are ambitious of the 
same honour. I, indeed, must either flatter my- 
self that no apology is necessary, or otherwise, 
I must despwr of obtaining what has long been 
the object of my most ai-dent wishes. I must 
for ever forfeit all hopes of seeing you, and con- 
versing with you. 

"It was yesterday I received the agreeable 
news of your being in Scotland, and of your 
intending to visit some parts of it. WU you 
permit us to hope, that we shall have an op- 
portunity at Aberdeen, of thanking you in person, 
for the honour you have done to Britain, and 
to the poetic art, by your inestimable composi- 
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lions, and of offering yon all that we have that 
deserves your acceptance; namely, hearts full of 
esteem, respect and affection? If you cannot 
come so far northward, let me at least he ac- 
quainted with the place of your residence, and 
permitted to wait on you. Forgive, sir, this re- 
quest: forgive me, if I urge it with eamestness, 
for indeed it concerns me nearly : and do me the 
justice to believe, that I am with the most sincere 
attachment, and most respectfiil esteem," &c, 

Gray deelitied the honour which the Univer- 
sity of Aberdeen was disposed to confer on him, 
(of Ihe degree of doctor of laws,) lest it might 
appear a slight and contempt of his own Univer- 
Bity, " where {he says) he passed so many easy 
and happy hours of his life, where he had once 
lived from choice, and continued to do so from 
obligation." In one of his conversations with Dr. 
Eeattie,* who expressed himself with less admi- 
ration of Dryden than Gray thought his due ; he 
toid him, " that if there was any excellence in his 
own numbers, he had learned it wholly from that 
great poet; and pressed him with great earnest- 
ness to study Hm, as his choice of words and 
versification was singularly happy and harmo- 
nious." — " Kememher Dryden, (he also wrote,) 
and be bhnd to all his faults."! 

* See BeattiB'a Essay cm Poetfj and Muao, ito. p. 3*0 
(note). 

t Mr. Mason, in his life of ■Whitehead, p. IT, aaja " thai 
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Part of the snmmer of 1766 Gray passed in a 
tour in Kent, and at the house of his fviend Mr. 
Eobinson, on the akirts of Barliam Do^vn. In a 
letter in my possession, from Mrs. Eohinaon to a 
friend, dated June 3, 1766, she says: " I have 
met with several infemiptions, partly owing to 
our having had for almost a fortnight a very 
agreeable gentleman in the house, whose eonver- 
Bation is both instructive and entertaining; after 
what I have said, you will wish to know his 
name — 'tis Mr. Gray — who is well known for 
having wrote several pretty elegies ; he is also an 
acquaintance of your friend Mr. Rjcroft," &c. * 
In 1767 he again left Cambridge, and went to 
the North of England, on a visit to Dr. "Whar- 

Gray, vto admii'ed Dryden almosi beyond bonuds, used to say 
of a very juvenile poem of iiis, in Tonson's Misoelliuiy, written 
on the Death of Lord Holifas, Uiat it gave not so imich as the 
lightest pi'ooiise of hja future excellency, luid seomed to indi- 
cate a hod natucul ear for versification. I believe Derrick 
reprinted this poem in hie edition of Dryden," Tliere ia no 
poem that I can discover by Dryden on the Death cf Lord 
Halifax; but I suppose Mr, Maaon meant a Poem on the Death 
of Lord Hastings, (See Scott's Life of Dryden, p. 28.) written 
when Di'yden ivas only eighteen, and at Westminster School, 
and which is the first poem in Derrick's OolleotJon ; and ia also 
in p. IIG of the first volnma of Tonsin's Miscellany. These 
lines are oeriiiunly most singularly inhnrmonicus, with much of 
the atfMned nlludon and rongh stylo of Donne. At the end 
of ' Halifax's Miscellanies,' there ia an anonymous poem to his 
memory, of considerable merit; hut I am not able to say by 
whom it waa nritten. See also Msaou's Works, vol. i. p. 151. 
• Bee Miss Carter's Latberatc Sins. Montagu, vol. i p. 361. 
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ton. He haA intended a second tour to Scotland, 
but returned to London without accomplishing 
hia design. At Dr. Beattie's desire, a new edi- 
tion of hia Poema was published by Foulis at 
Glasgow; and at the same time Dodsley was 
also printing them hi London. In both these 
editions, tlie ' Long Story ' was omitted, as the 
plates fi-om Bentiey's designs were worn out: 
and Gray said, " that its only use, which was to 
explain the priiits, was gone." Some pieces of 
Welch and Norwegian Poetry, written in a bold 
and original manner,* were inserted in its place; 
of which the ' Descent of Odin ' is undoubtedly 
the most valuable, though is many places it is 
exceedingly obscure. I have, mentioned, in the 
notes to this poem, that Gray translated only 
that part of it which he found in the Latin ver- 
sion of Bartholinus; and la this cause much of 
tlie obscurity is owing. In a letter to Walpole f 
he says, " As to what you say to me civilly, — 
that I ought to write more, — I reply in our own 
words, like the pamphleteer who is going to con- 
fute you out of your own mouth ; ' What has one 
to do, when turned of fifty, but really to think of 
finishing ? ' However, I wiU be candid, for you 
seem to be so with me, and avow to you, that 

* See Maaon'B lifa of Whitolioiitl, p. 84. Seo idao Dry- 
dco's Misoell, v. vi. p. 387, for a tcanslatioD thnt ma; have 
turned Gray's thoughts to the NurtherH Poetry. 

t See Wolpole'a Works, vol. t. p. 374, Letter riii 
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till fourscore and upward, wlienever the liuraour 
takes me, I will write! because I like it, and be- 
cause I like myself better when I do so. If I do 
not write much, it is because I cannot." — "Gray," 
says Walpole, " has added to his Poems three 
ancient odes from Norway and Wales. The sab- 
jects of the two first are grand and picturesque, 
and there is his genuine vein in them ; but they 
are not interesting, and do not, like his other 
poems, touch any passion: our human feelings, 
which he masters at wiil in his finer pieces, are 
not here affected. Who can care through what 
horrors a Runic savage arnved at all the joys 
and glories they could conceive, — the supreme 
felicity of boozing ale out of tho skull of an ene- 
my in Odin's Hall ? " * To his Odes, Gray now 
found it necessary to add some notes, "Partly 
(he says) from justice, to (leknowledge a debt 
when I had borrowed anything : partly fi-om ill- 
temper, just to tell the gentle reader, that Ed- 
ward the First was not Oliver Cromwell nor 
Queen Elizabeth the Witch of Endor."t Wal- 
pole, in a letter to G. Montagu, says: "Tou are 
very particular, I can tell you, in liking Gray's 
Odes ; but you must remember the age likes 
Akenside, and did like Thomson. Can the same 
people like both? Milton was forced to wait till 
the world had done admiring Quarles. Cam- 
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bridge told me t'otlier niglit, that my Loi'd Ctes- 
terfield had heard Stanly read them as liis own, 
but that must have heen a mistake of my Lord's 
deafness. Cambridge said — ' Perhaps they are 
Stanly's, and not caring to own tliem, ho gave 
tliem to Gray.' I think this would hurt Gray's 
dignity ten times more than his Poetry not suc- 
ceeding." 

In 17C8 the professorship of modern histoiy 
again became vacant by the accidental deatli of 
Mr. Brocket; and the iJuke of Grafton, then in 
power, at tie request of llr. Stonehewer, imme- 
diately bestowed it upon Gray.* In 1769, on the 
deatli of the Duke of Newcastle,! the Duke of 
Grafton was elected to the ehanoellorsliip of tlie 
University. His installation took place in the 
summer; and Gray. wrote his fine Ode that was 
set to music on the occasion : " lie thought it 
better that Gratitude should sing, than Expecta- 
tion." t He told Dr. Beattie, " that he consi- 
dered himself bound in gratitude to the Duke of 
GraJlon, to write this Ode ; and that he foresaw 





1 boeame Taonnt on Sundaj, 


Dnke of Gmftoa wroti 


B to Graj on the following \Vc 


eee Walpolo'a Lotlera, 


, vol. T. p. 137, and Parsuita 


ratura, p. 51, and H. 


Walpole'a Letter to Conwaj 



t The Duke of Neweastla died in Lincoln's Inn Fiek 
the 17th of NoTCtnber ITES, in the 77th year of his nge. 

} Pope told Lord Halifax he would be Woublaaome 'oat 
gcntltude, not oipectation.' r. Johneun'e JMe of Pope, p. S: 
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the abuse that would be tlirowE on him for it, but 
did not thiak it worth Iiis while to avoid it." He 
did not appear to set much value on the poem, 
for he says, "it cannot last above a single day, 
or if its existence he prolonged beyond that pe- 
riod, it muat he by means of newspaper parodies, 
and witless criticism." Posterity however has 
more correctly estimated this beautiful produc- 
tion, than the author; it is a very splendid crea- 
tion raised on an apparently barren subject.* 

When this ceremony was past, he went on a 
tour to tlie Lakes of Cumberland and "Westmore- 
land, His friend Dr. Wharton, who was to be 
his companion on the journey, was seized with 
the return of an asthmatic attack on t!ie first 
day, and went home. To this accident we are 
indebted for a most elegant and lively journal 
of his four, intended for his friend's amusement. 
The style in which these letters are written, is 
eridently the production of a person thorouglily 
accustomed to the contemplation of his subject ; 
it is peculiarly clear, simple and elegant; and 
abounds with those picturesque descriptions, 
which, though they can never enable language 

* " Gray," saja a writer of vsry superior talent and tttsts, 
"has finoly glanoed at tha bright point In Henrj'a oharactec 
— 'ThoMojestio Lord' — in that boautifu! stjuim wlieiQ ho 
has made the fonnders of Cambridge pass hcforc our ejus, like 
shadows over a maglo glass " Sea Ha]lam'a Oonstitat. Eia- 
(cry, vol. i. p. 19. 
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totally to aupi ly can it lea t make it much as 
Bist the loc 1 powers of the jeicil He that 
reids his epistolary namtive (sij3 Di John 
eon) wiahei that to travel and to tell h 3 tia 
vels hod been moie of his employ meit hut it 
is by EtayiDg at home that we must obtain the 
ability ot tnvelling with intelligence aai im 
provome it 

III Ap 1 1770 1 e complii " much of 1 depiei 
sion of spirits, talks of an intended tour info 
Wales in the summer, and of meeting his friend 
Dr. "Wharton at Mr. Mason's. In July, however, 
he was still at Cambridge, and wrote to Dr. 
Beattie, complaining of illness and pain in his 
head ; and in this letter, he sent Mm some criti- 
cisms on the first book of the Minstrel, which 
have since been published." His tour took place 
in the autumn : but not a single letter is pre- 
served in Mr, Mason's book on this journey, to 
any of his correspondents. He wrote no journal, 
and travelled with Mr. ISici!olls,t of Blundeston, 
in Suffolk, a gentleman of much accomplishment, 

* Sea Fotbes's Ijfe of Benttie, vol. i. p. 197, Ito. lottar sir. 

f The bxsbe of Mr, NichnUB enabled him to adoin, in the 
midst of n Qat and unviuied oount;, imd on tbe bleak onetora 
eJiore of England, a littlevalley, near LonestoS', ivitb bcnaUes 
of no ordinary liiud. Oi yap n Ka2bg jwpoi', toff tfi/apoi, 
ivif Ip&TOC, ow( u/i^l Zipio; /5oaIf. t. Arobilocbi, Fr. p. 63. 
sdLiebel. "LayUlo (says Mr. Mathiaa) del Big. HiobollB, 
dett» Bl-nniUstm, alia spii^gia Oriontale delln eontia de 5k/- 
/iilk, due miglla loutona dal mare, dispoata, ed omatu du lui 
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and who was admitted, more than any other per- 
son, into intimate and unreserved friendship with 
Gray, He was I believe the Octavks of the 
Pursuits of Literatui-e. The sketch of his hfe 
was written by Mr. Mathias, m 1809, in the Gent. 
Mag. and subsequently eulai'ged. The lettei-s of 
Gray to Mr. NichoUs, which Mr. Dawson Turner 
possesses, fully prove the truth of Mr. Mathiaa's 
belief — 'that with the single exception of Mr. 
West, Gray w^ more affectionately attached to 
him than lo any other person.' 

In May 1771 he wrote to Dr. Wharton, just 
sketching the outliaes of his Tour in Wales and 
some of the adjacent Counties. This is the last 
letter that remains ia Mr. Mason's Collection. 
He there complains of an incurable cough, of spi- 
rits habitually low, and of the uneasiness which 
the thought of the duties of his professorship 
gave him, which, after having held neai-ly three 
years, Mr. Masoa says he had now a determined 
resolution to resign. He mentions also different 
plans of amusement and travel, that he had pro- 

ena ^ngolare fantasia, a con giudlsio sqnisito. II Big. Giay, 
de' Una BritEuini SoYrano, vide gii con (unmirmione, a molto 
aneora attsndea dal gemo del disegnfltoi'e.*' See a note in thfl 
fltat volume of ' Aggiiaita m Compommmti Lirici,' Ac. p. il. 
and 7ti. But alas ! inatead of tlie " i mobili oristalli d'nn lim- 
ptdlasimo lo^," ate ivo not reminded of 

" Qnesti valli 

Ciroondatl di sti^nnntl liumi 
Quondo cade dal olel, piil lonbn pioggia — " 
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jected; but which unfortunately were not to be 
accomplished. Within a few days after the date 
of this last letter, he removed to London, where 
his health more and more declined. His physi- 
cian. Dr. Gisborne, advised freer air, aad he went 
to Kensington. There he ia some degi-ee revived, 
and returned to Cambridge, intending to go from 
that place to Old Park, near Durham, the resi- 
dence of his friend Dr. Wharton.* In the spring 
of 1769 or 1770, his friend Mr. Eobinson saw 
Gray for the last time, in his lodgings in Jermyn 
Street. He was then ill, and in a state of appa- 
rent decay, and low spiiifs. He expressed regret 
that he had done so little in literature ; and be- 
gan to lament, that at last, when he had become 
easy in his circumstances, he had lost his health. 
But in this he checked himself, feeling that it was 
wrong to repine at the decrees of Providence. On 
the 24th of July, while at dinner in the College 
hall, he was seized with an attack of the gout f in 
his stomach. The violence of the disease resisted 
all tlie powers of medicine : on the 29th he was 
seized with convulsions, which returned more vio- 
lently on the 30th ; and he expired in the even- 

• Soe H. StaTenmn'fl Works, toI. ii. p. 210. 

+ In ft letter fram Poria, August 11, 1771, 11. Walpola 
Bttjs, onheaiing therapottof Gi'fly'edeitlb, — "Ho cnlled on 
me, but two or three dnyslMfore I oomeiillher: lie oomplnined 
bf being ill, and talked of the gont in his stamnob ; but I ex- 
pacted bis death uo more thou mj own." 
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ing of that day, in the fifly-fiiyi yertr of his age; 
sensible almost to the last: aware of his danger, 
and expressing, says hia friend Dr. Brown, no 
visible concern at the thought of his approaching 
death. The care of his funeral devolved on one 
of his esecutors, Dr. Brown, the president of 
Pembroke-hall ; who saw him buried, as he de- 
sired in his will, by the side of his mother, in the 
church-yai-d of Sfflke. His other executor and 
friend Mr. Mason was at that time absent in a 
distant part of Yorkshire, and when Dr. Brown 
wrote to him during Gray's short illness, he says, 
" 33 I felt strongly at the time what Tacitus has 
80 well expressed oa a similar occasion, I may 
with propriety use his words: 'Mihi, prieter 
acerbitatem amid erepti, auget mcestitiam, quod 
adsidere valetudini, fovere deflcientem, safiari 
Tultu, complesu non contigit.'"* 

Such was the life of Gray, w!io, however few 

• In 1778 Mason erected a monument for Gray in West- 
minster Abbey, with the following inBoription, ivhieh scorns to 
have thia defect, that it is aa mnch applioablo to a. monument 
to Milton, as to (irayi 

" No more the Grecian muse unrivall'd reigns. 

To Britain let the nations homage paj; 

She folt a Homer's fire ia Milton's etriiins, 

A Pmdar'a raptnra in the Ijre of Gray." 

Sea Mason's Worlts, toI. I. p. 141, On Peon's Conotaph to 
dray, neo Bepton's Inquiry into the Changes of Tasto in Laud- 
leaps Gardening, p. 71; see Boherts'a Epistle to 0. Anstey on 
the English Foots, p. 110. on the death of Gray. 
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his works,* must still hold a very distinguished 
rank among the English poets, for the excellence 
of his compositions, and for the splendour of his 
genius. Tiiough the events of his hfe which I 
have briefly sketched, are of common occnrrence, 
Mid offer nothing in themselves to excite great 
interest in the reader ; yet there is surely some 
pleasure in ctrntemplating the progress of a vir- 
tuous and enUghtened mind, eaily witlidrawn from 
public life to tlie stilhiess of the academic cloister ; 
and confining ila pleasures and prospects within 
the serenity of a studious retirement. Kor ia it, 
I think, without some feelmgs of admiratjoa, that 
we reflect on flie history of a life so constantly 
and unremittingly devoted to the pursuit of know- 
ledge, and the general improvement of the mind, 
for its own sake, and as a final purpose. Motives, 
which have no honourable connection with litera- 
ture, are yet oilen instrumental in increasing it. 
The pursuit of wealth, of station, or of rank in a 
profession, is the constant and common incentive 
to mental exertion; and is dignified, perhaps not 
improperly, by the name of honest ambition- 
Even among tliose of a nobler nature, the desire 
of being distinguished in their own, and after- 
ages, for the endowments of their mind, and the 

* "Qra; joins totha EnbUiaity of iMilton the sloganr^ tuid 
harmonjof Popej ]Uiil notliiDg iawiuiting, ta render him, per- 
hapSt the Jirst poet i}£ the English language, but to have writtBTi a 
Utile more."— A. Smith's Ilieaiy of Moral Santiuienla, vol. L 
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enCr^eB of their genius, acta as a perpetual spur 
towards the increase of their exertions. Much of 
this feeling does not appear to have existed in the 
mind of Gray. To him, study seemed to bring all 
the reward he asked, in its own gratification ; and 
his progress in learning was constant; even in 
the absence of those quickening motives, which, in 
ahnost all cases, are necessary fo preserve men, 
either from weariness in the toil of original com- 
position, or from indolence in the acquisition, and 
arrangement, of the materials of collected know- 
ledge. That the publications of Gray, however, 
were so few, is to be attributed, I think, to several 
causes : — to the natural m.odesty and reserved- 
ness of Ha disposition ; to the situation of life in 
whicli he was phwied, without any profession or 
public duty that might lead his thoughts and stu- 
dies in a particular direction ; to his habit of sub- 
mitting nothing to publication, without bestowing 
on it that polish and correctness, which demands 
long and patient attention, and which indeed seems 
incompatible with works of any magnitude or 
number ; to the extent and variety of his re- 
search; and to the great temptations to read,* in 
a place which afforded a ready and almost bonnd- 
lcs3 supply of materials to satisfy him in any 
branch of knowledge ; and which would constantly 
induce him, to make fresh accessions to his in- 

• Mr. Mason says, tliat Gray oftca montioned to him, tliat 
niadiug iTits much more agreeable to iiiin than irriting. 
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formation, and to opea new cbannels of inquliy. 
" I shall be happy (says Mr, Maaon in a letter to 
Dr. Beattie) to know tliat tlie remaining books of 
your 'Minstrel' ai'e likewise to be published soon. 
The next best tiling, after instructing the world 
profitably, is to amTise it innocently. England 
has lost that man (Gray) who, of all others in 
it, was best qualified for both these purpose^; 
but who, from early chagrin and disappointment, 
had imbibed a disinclination to ^mploy his talents 
beyond the ephei-e of self-satisfaction and im- 
provement." 

Of Gray's person, his biographer has given no 
account: and Lord Orford* has but just men- 
tioned it. The earliest picture of him, is that 
whict was taken when be was fifteen years of 
age, by Richardson. It ia now in the possessioa 
of Mr. Robinson of Cambridge, and by his permis- 
sion has been engraved. Another portrait WEW 
painted by Eckardt, and engraved in the Works 
of Lord Orford-t It is at Strawberry-IIill, and 
the design was taken from the Portrait of a Mu- 
sician, by Vandyek, at the Duke of Grafton's. 
This print was intended to be prefixed to Bent- 
ley's edition of Gray's Odes, with a motto from 
Lucan, (s. 296). 

"Nco liouit populis parmm te, Nile, Tidarai"J 
• See Walpoliana, vol. i. p. 95. 



»i..,G00^lf 



LIFE OP GRAY. Ixi 

but Gray's extreme repugnance to the proposal, 
obliged tiis friends to drop it after the engraving 
TTOS commenced. The print which Mr. Mason 
placed before his edition of the Life of Gray in 
quarto, was from a picture by Wilson, drawn 
after the death of Gray, fi-om his own and Mr. 
Mason's recollection ; and whidi is now in tlie 
possession of Pembroke- College, by the bequest 
of Mr. Stonehewer. The engraving, however, 
lias not preserved the character of the counte- 
nance, and is, on the whole, an unfavourable like- 
ness. It is from this same picture, I understand, 
tbat the print prefixed to Mr. Mathias'a edition 
IS taken. To the edition of the Life in octavo, is 
prefixed a better resemblance, etched by "W. 
Doughty,* from a drawing by Mr. Mason : and 
from this outline, two otter portraits have pro- 
ceeded ; one by a Mr. Sharpe of Cambridge ; 
and tbe other, which is now extremely rare, 
by the late Mr, Hensh^w, a pupil of Barto- 
lozzi's.f In this latter print, a very correct and 

mirlia that Fontonelle had applied the vaiyaimia line to Kow- 
ton; aod ho adda: — "Ainutto to Mr. Gray's iew, hut es- 
quisite pooma might be from Lucretiua, lib. iv. vet. 181 and 

" * SuEmdicia poljua quom mnltia Teratbus odant. 



• See an acoonnt of thla piclw, and of W. Dougbtj, i 
Northcota'a Life of Reynolds, p. 233. 

t Dr. Turner, the late Master of Pcmbroke-Hall, an 
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epjrited likeness is preserved. A portrait of Gray, 
bearing a resemblance to Mr. Mason's etcliing,* 
and painted by Vandergutcb, I have seen ia the 
library of Lord Harcourt, at Nuneliam. 

The Political opinions of Gray, H. Walpola 
says he never rightly understood : " Bometimes 
he seemed inclined to the side of authority, and 
sometimes to that of the people." t Mr. Mason 
has mentioned nothing concerning any singularity 
in his sentiments about Eeligion 5 and there is, I 
believe, no pass^e in his published Letters, either 
to support, or absolutely to oppose, the assertion 
made on this subject in the "Walpoliana-J I must 
confess myself disinclined to belieye it, in any de- 
gree, upon the authority of a few words, appa^- 
rently used in conversation, and which afterwards 
appeared, without proof or comment, in an ano- 
nymous publication. The personal friends of 
Gray, who could have cleared up this point, are, 
I believe, all dead : but I cannot find, that, in the 
place where he so constantly resided, or among 
those who have enjoyed the best opportunities of 

Dean of Norwiali, had two profile shadea of Gray, taken nith 
an instrument for that purpose, bj a Mr. Maplctoft, formerly 
a follow of tliat ooUage, one of which conveys a strong reaem- 

• Bea Gent. Mng. May, 1814, p. iE7. 

t See WiUpoliiimi, vol. i. p. 29, pnblished by Mr. Pmker- 
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heai-Jng aljout liis opinions, the sliglitest suspi- 
cions existed, which could at all confii-m the as- 
sei-tion of "Walpole, It is a consideration of no 
small weight, that these supposed opinions of 
Gray have heen delivered on the authority of two 
writers, neither of them, I belicTe, favourable to 
the cause of Christianity.* , I shall merely men- 
tion, that in a letter to Mr. Mason,t speaking of 
Eousseau's ' Lettres de la Moutagne,' he says ; 
"It is a weak attempt to separate miracles from 
the moraiity of the Gospel; the latter he would 
think, he believes was sent from God, and the for- 
mer he veiy explicitly takes for an imposture." 
In a letter to H. Walpole,J he gives an account 
of some manuscript wntings of Middleton against 
Waterland, on the'doctrine of the Trinity; but he 
expresses an approbation of no other part of fliem 
than of the style. He tells Dr. 'Wharton,? — 
" Though I do not approve the spirit of hia (Mid- 
dleton's) books ; methinks 'tis pity the world 
should lose so rare a thing as a good writer." 
Whenever Gray writes to his friends on religious 
subjects, it is with uneommon seriousness, warmth, 
and piety. Even Walpole calls him " a violent 
enemy of atheists, such as he took Voltaire and 

• Bee Johnson's Life of Browne, toI. jH. p. 305: lie there 
speaks the languaje of madotn, reUgioiij and humanity. 
t See Blnson's Memoirs, vol. ir. p. 95. 
% Soe Walpule'a Works, 7el. t. p. 391. 
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Hume to be," His sentiments on Shaftesbury 
and Bolingbi'oke are well known : and Mr. Ma- 
son* has very properly pomted out to the atten- 
tion of hia readers, the Bcorn and contempt with 
which he invariably mentiona the works of those 
writers who endeavoured to disseminate the bane- 
ful doctrinea of infidelity. 

— "In convei'sadon, H. Walpolet mentions, 
that Gray was so circumspect in his usual lan- 
gn^e, that it seemed unnatural, though it was 
only pure English." In a letter to G- Montagu 
he says, "I agree with you most absolutely in 
your opinion about Gray : he is the worst com- 
pany in the world. From a melancholy turn, 
from living reclusely, and from a little too much 
dignity, he never converses easily ; all his words 
are measured and chosen and formed into sen- 
tences. His writings are admirable, he himself is 
not agreeable :" and in another letter, " My Lady 
Ailesbury has been much diverted, and so will 
you too. Gray is in their neighbourhood. My 
Lady Carlisle says, lie is extremely like me in his 
manner. They went a party to dine on a cold 
loaf, and passed the day. Lady A. protests he 
never opened Ms lips but once, and then only 
said, ' Yea, my Lady, I believe so,' "X Dr. Eeat- 

• Sea Mason'B Momoiis, yrf. ir. p, 210; and ffaltoIioDft, 
TOl. i. p. 95; and MatliJas's Obaertalions, p. 34-6, 
t See Walpole'a Thoughts on Comedy, p. 332. 
t Sue LettaiE to O. Montagn, p. 53, 199. 
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tie writes,* " Gray'a letters very much resemble 
what his conversation was. He had none of the 
airs of eitlier a scholar or a poet ; and though on 
those and all other subjects he spoke to me with 
the utmost freedom, and without any reserve, he 
was, in general company, much more silent than 
one could have wished." And ja a letter to Sir 
William Forbes, he says, — "I am sorry you did 
not see Mr. Gray on his return : you would have 
been much pleased with him. Setting aside his 
merit as a poet, which, however, in my opinion, is 
greater than any of his contemporaries can boast, 
in this or any other nation ; I found him possest 
of the most esaot taste, the soundest judgment, 
and the most extensive learning. He is happy 
in a singular facility of expression. His conver- 
sation abounds in original observations, delivered 
with no appearance of sententious formality, and 
seeming to arise spontaneously, without study or 
premeditation. I passed two very agreeable days 
with him at Glammis, and found him as easy in 
his manners, and as communicative and frank, 
as I could have wished." f 

" From my friend, the Eev. Mr. Sparrow, of 

* Sea Baattic'B LettefB to Sir W. Furbaa, in tlie 'Life ot 
Dr. Beattie,' vol. ii. ito. p. 321. 

t •' I onoa met Gray Ilia Poat, whon I was a toy, at old 
Mrs. IlaraUton Campbell's, in Sackyilie Street, Picaadlllr. He 
talked with great rescrre, Hnd aeoming diffieultj."— Clavcr- 
ing'a Autobiog. in Mcliopolitan Mag., No. xiii, p. 157, 183 i. 
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Pembroke College, -who died at Walthamstow," 
{says Mr, Craclotk,) " I oLtained at times many 
specimens of Gvay's peculiar humour. Gray's 
satire on Lord Holland's seat at Kingsgafe, was 
at first denied to be bis. "WTiea stories were told 
of Gi'ay by tliose wlio knew Iiim, they were 
thought so unlike, that several were imputed to 
Dr. Johnson, nay, were eyeo printed among the 
Johnsonia, whit-h Mr, Boswell says, the Uoetor 
was much offcuded at. I can gire one strong in- 
stance: Dr. Johnson is made to reply to some 
impudent man, ' that in that lace the notth-west 
wind would have the woret of it.' Now, tiie truth 
was this ; some friends of mine were educated at 
Christ's Hospital, and went from thence to Pem- 
broke Hall, in Cambridge, where Gray then 
resided; one of them was ratlier a favourite of 
Gray, but to another he had taken a pai'ticu- 
lar dislike. Standing by the fire in thf Hall, 
the offensive gentleman, who was then curate of 
Neivmarket, tlius addressed the celebrated poet: 
'Mr. Gray, I have just rode from Newmarket, 
and never was so cut in my life, the nortli-weat 
wind was full in my face.' Gray, turning to the 
Rev. Mr. Sparrow, said, 'I think in that face the 
north-west wind would have the worst of it.' This 
I had fi'om Mr. Sparrow. Again, it was the cus- 
tom at Cambridge, when a book was ordei'ed at a 
coffee-house, that four subscribers' names should 
be previously signed. The young men, Imowing 
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that Mr. Pigot wished to be particularly tliought 
to be the intimate of Gray, aod Mr. Gray equally 
wished not to be considered aa the intimate of Mr. 
Pigot, so contrived it, that Gray expressed his 
anger, that wherever he wrote his name, the next 
waa erased, and Mr. Pigot's inserted in its stead ; 
and, according to his peculiar humour, he said to 
my friend, ' That man's name wherever I go, 
piget, he Pigoi's me.' This was true, but could 
not then be credited." * 

To record the ti'iflmg and minute peculiarities 
of manners, unless they reflect considerable light 
upon the character which is delineated, does not 
seem to be a necessary part of the duty of a bio- 
gi'apher. The little and singular habits of beha- 
viour which are gradually formed in the seclusion 
of a studious life, are not always viewed in a just 
light, and without prejudice, by our contempo- 
raries ; and at a distance of time they are neces- 
sarily represented without those nice but discri- 
minating touches that belong to them; and am 
stripped of that connection of circumstances, with 
which they can alone be painted with justness and 
precision. Some few observations, however, of 
this nature, made by the friends of Gray, I have 
placed in this edition, without presuming myself 
to make any remarks on their correctness; but I 
have great pleasure in adding a alight sketch of 
his character, drawn by a contemporary poet, the 
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late ti-anslator of J^schjius,* — "If there is a wri- 
ter (says Ml'. Potter) who more than others has a 
claim to he exempted from his [Dr. Jolmson's] 
petulance, Mr. Gray has that claim. Hia own po- 
lished manners restrained him from ever giving 
offence lo any good mans his warm and cheerful 
henevolence endeared him to all his friends ; 
though he lived long in a college, he lived not 
sxdlenly there, hut in a liberal intercourse with the 
wisest and moat virtuous men of his time. He 
was perhaps the most learned man of the age, but 
hia mind never contracted the rust of pedantry. 
He had too good an understanding to neglect that 
urbanity wHch renders society pleasing: his con- 
versation was instructing, elegant, and agreeable. 
Superior knowledge, an exquisite taste in the fine 
arts, and, above all, purity of morals, and an unaf- 
fected reverence for religion, made this excellent 
person an ornament to society, and an honour to 
human nature." 

Soon after the death of Gray, a sketch of his 
character was drawn up by the Eev. Mr. Temple, f 

* See Inqnir; into some Passagea in Dr. Jolinacin'i lares 
of Ihe PoelB, parUoularly his Observationa on Ijilo Pootrj, 
Mjd the Odea of Gray! by.B, Potter, tto. 1783. 

t William JohnsoQ Temple, LL.B., of Tiinity-nall, Cam- 
bridge, 1766, formerly reotor of Mamhead, Devon, to wiloh 
he was presented by the Earl of Lisbnms ; and. eichanged it 
for St. aiusioa. He pnUiahed an Essay on the Clergy, their 
Stodica, EecreatioQs, Doctrines, InCuenee, tlo., 17T1, 8vo. See 
Annual Kegiater, 1T96, p. 64. Ee also published 'HistDrioal 
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This account tas been adopted both by Mr. Ma- 
son and Dr. Johnson: it was considered by the 
foi"mer to be an imparfial summary of its charac- 
ter, and it seems therefore not improper to intro- 
duce it into this narrative ; though I must confess 
that, in ray own opinion, it appears to be defective 
in serei-al material points ; nor is it sketched in 
that masterly and decisive manner, that leaves a 
fuller likeness scarcely t* be desired. Its promi- 
nent defect however is, that it has thrown into the 
back-ground the peculiar and distinguishing fea^ 
tures of the mind of Grayj — I mean his poetical 
invention, and his rich and splendid imagination ; 
— while it ia too exclusively confined in detailing 
the produce of his studies, and the extent of his 
acquired knowledge. Nor is any mention made 
in tliis portrait of his mental character, of that 
talent of humour* which he possessed in a veiy 

and Political Memoirs,' 8vo. ; and ' On the Abuses of TTore- 
straiaed Power, aa Dlatorical Bsaay,' 1778, 8vo. He died 
August 8, nSG. This obaraotec of Gray originally appeared 
ia the London MagaMne for March 1772. " I novor saw Mr. 

Temple luiew trim nell; ba knew hie foibles, but admired bia 
genius, and eabeemed bis virtnes. 1 know not if you waa 
aoiLuaiuted nitb Mr. Oray. HewnaiuEiiiEtTactcdandsingalar 

BoGwell to Garrick, r. Qnrrioh's Corresp. i. 435 ; see olao 
Pclmbele'a Traditions and RBColleotion!, vol. i. p. 337, where 
is a Letter by Mr. Temple. 

« Bee some obsarvatiooa on tbia subjcot in Mason's Me 
moira of Gray, vol. iii. p. 127. 
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considerable degree ; and wMcli was displayeii, 
both in his conversation and coi'respondence. 
Lord Orford used to assert, " tliat Gray never 
wrote any tiling easily, but tilings of Immour;" 
and added, "that humour was his natural and 
original turn." Mr. Hey mentioiiB Gray as ex- 
celling in delicate and well-bred ridicule.* A Jate 
writer (Dr. Campbell) has remarked "tlie trans- 
cendant excellence of Shakspeare in the province 
of hwmowr, as well as in the pathetic ;"f and I 
have elsewhere had occasion to observe, how 
Btrongly the bent of Gray's mind inclined towards 
this latter quality of composition ; and with what 
distinguishing features it appears in his poetry. 
Tbe examples of these two eminent writers whom 
I have mentioned, appears sufBcienlly to streng- 
then tiie excellent observation made by Mr. D. 
Stewart, in a note to his Philosophical Essays 
(p. 684) : "that a talent for the pathetic, and a 
talent for humour, are generally united in the 
same person : wit" he observes, " Is more nearly 
allied to a taste for the suUime." 

To return, however, to the observations of Mr. 
Temple: — "Perhaps (he writes) Mr. Gray was 
the most learned man in Europe : he was equally 
acquainted with the elegant and profound parts of 
science, and that, not superficially, but thoroughly. 

* Sse Iley'a Lecturea, vol. 1. p. 455 ; flee Maaon on Gray's 
Humour, vol. )U. p. 117, of his Memoirfl. 

t See ' PhiloBophj of Hhetorio,' toI. i. p. 61. 
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He knew every branch of history both, natural and 
civil ; had read all the original historians of Eng- 
land, France, and Italy ; and was a great anti- 
quarian. Criticism, metaphysics, morals, politics,* 
made a principal part of his study. Voyages and 
Travels of all sorts were his favourite amuse- 
n h fi as uiting, prints, 

ai d g m t "W h such a fund 

kwd usn tinm have been 
H CO ncc eh Mr. Temple 



Is po es m aim t every tbing 

ea m to bo oq tinted with; or 

en te to im id atu t of Che human 

mind." 

t Mr. Mason sajs that Gtaj diaeloimed any skill in gar- 
dening, and held It in little estlmai^ion ; dedaiiiig liimself to 
be only charBied with the bolder features of unadorned nature. 
See also In JIason's English Garden, book iil. 25, the speech 
wtloh ha puts into the mouth of Gray, as aeraeabla to his 

" Sorereign queen ! — 



Amid tho purple orags of Borroiv-daU 
And try like those, to pile thy range 
In tndc tnmultnous chaos ! " 
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equally instructing and entertaining. But he waa 
also a good man, a man of virtue and humanity, 
There is no character without some epeck, some 
imperfection; and I think the greatest defect in 
his, was an affectation in delicaey* or rather ef- 
feminacy, and a Tisihle fastidiousness or contempt 
and disdain of his inferiors in science. He also 
had in some degree that weakness which disgusted 
Voltaire so much in Congreve. Though he seemed 
to value others cbieSy accoi-ding to tlie progi-ess 
theyhadmadeinknowledge, yet he could not bear 
to be considered merely as a man of letters : and 
though without bii-th, or fortune, or station, his de- 
sire was to he looked upon as a private indepen- 
dent gentleman, who read for his amusement. 
Perhaps it may be said, "What signifies so much 
knowledge, when it produced so little? Is it worth 
taking so much pains, to leave no memorials but a 
few poems? Bat let it he considered, tliat Mr. 

* Slienatone, in his Esstiys, (p. 248,; remm-ks " the de- 
licacy of Qm;'s miuinere : " and the editor of the Ceoanift 
Liternda says, " I have leacued from seieral nho kn^n him 
InlimaWly, that the sensibility of Qmy was even morbid ; 
and oUbd rery fastidious, and troabieBome to his fi-ienda. He 
seemed frequently overwhelmed by the ordinarj interoourao, 
and ordinarj afiatrs of lilb. Coarse manners, and roigar, or 
aureflned senlimentB overset him." Vol. v. p. 406. — But 
Mr. Mason says, ■< it vaa rather an aSbetation in deiioaey and 
effeminaoy, than the things themselves : and he ohose to put 
on thia appearanoe oliiefly before persona nhom ho did not 
wish to please." See Memoirs, vol. iv. p. 237 ; see Cansura 
Liieraiia, vol. vll. p. 396. 
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Gray was to others at least innocently employed ; 
to himself, certfunly beneficially. His time passed 
agreeably ; he was every day malting some new 
acquisition in science. His mind was enlarged, 
his heart softened, his virtue strengthened. The 
world and mankind were shown to him without a 
mask ; and he was taught to consider every thing 
as trifling, and unworthy the attention of a wise 
man, except the pursuit of knowledge, and prac- 
tice of virtue, in that state wherein God has 
placed us." 

To this account Mr. Mason has added more 
particularly, from the information of Mr. Tyson,* 
of Bene't College, (liat Gray's skill in zoology 
was extremely accurate. He had not only con- 
centrated in his Linna\«s, all that other writers 
had said, but had altered the style of the Swedish 
naturalist, to classical and elegant Latin. From 
modem writers he had also illustrated many diffi- 
cult passages in the zoological treatises of Aristo- 
tle. His account of English Insects was more 
perfect than any that had then appeared; and it 
has lately been mentioned,t " as a circumstance 

• This nppeors by a note in Kioliols'a Literary Aneodotes, 
Tol. vii. For on Hoooiint of Tysun, see Bryflgee' EesUtnto, 
vol.iT. p. a3G-S. I presume that he was the oathoi of "Illu- 
minatad MSS. in the Library of Chriat, ColL Cftinfa. 1170, Jto." 

t See Shan's Zoological LectnrcB, toI. i. p. 3. In the 
library of the late Uqt. George AshLy, of Barrow, was a Dopy 
of LinnseuB, l!th edit, 1766, interleaved, in S tuIb. 4to. with 
MS. notes and oiJditions by Gray ; with drawings of shellfl, 



»i..,Coo^lf 



Ixxiv LIFE OF GEAY. 

not generally known, that lie translated the Lin- 
nsean Genera, or Characters of Insects, into ele- 
gant Latin hexamefora; some specimens of which 
have heen preserved by his friends, though they 
were never intended for publication." Sir J. Mac- 
kintosh very justly observes, in a letter whicli he 
addressed to the Bishop of Landaff: — "In the 
beautifiil scenery of Boiton Abbey, where I have 
been since I began this note, I was struck by the 
recollection of a sort of merit of Gray, which is 
not generally observed — that he was tlie Jirst dis- 
coverer of the beauties of nature in England, and 
has marked out the course of every picturesque 
journey that can be made in it." * 

Botany, which he studied in early life, under 
the dh'ection of his uncle, Mr. Antrobus, formed 
also the amusement and pursuit of iiis later years. 
He made frequent experiments on flowers, to 
mark the mode and pi-ogress of their vegetation. 
" For many of the latter yeara of his life (says 
Mr. Cole), Gray dedicated his hours to the study 
of Botitny; in which he was eminently conspi- 



aonuracyanc 




Dseoutodthatbranoli 


of his atudii 


;a in natural history. — SinOi 


s this note was ori- 


gmally writ 


ten, eitracts from these iroi 


-ks havB Ijceii pub- 



• See Ufa of Sir J. MaokinUiBh, vol. ii. p. 42T. 
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cuous. He lind Linnieua's "VVoi'ks interleaved, al- 
ways befoi'e him, wlien I have accidentally called 
upon him." His knowledge of areliitecture has 
been mentioned before. Mr. Mason says, that 
while Gray was ahi-oad, he studied the Eomaa 
proportions both in ancient ruins, and in the works 
of Palladio. In his later years, he applied him- 
self to Gothic and Saxon architecture, with such 
industry and sagacity, that he could, at first sight, 
pronounce on flie precise time when any particu- 
lar part of our cathedrals was erected. For this 
purpose he trusted leas to written accounts and 
books, than to the internal evidenCe of tlie build- 
ings themselves. He invented also sevei'al terms 
of art, the better to explain his meaning on this 
subject. Of heraldry, to which he applied as a 
preparatory science, he was a complete master, 
and left behind him many curious genealogical 
papers. " After what I have said of Gray, (I 
use the words of the Rev, Mr. Cole,) in respect 
to the beauty and elegance of his poetical com- 
positions, it will hardly be believed, that he con- 
descended to look into the study of antiquities. 
Yet he told me that he was deeply read in Dug- 
dale, Heame, Spelman, and others of that class ; 
and that he look as much delight in that study, 
as ever he did in any other. Indeed, I myself 
saw many specimens of his industry in his collec- 
tions from various manuscripts in the British 
Museum. His collections related chiefly to Eiig- 
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lish. history liUle known, or falsified by our tis- 
tocians, and some pedigrees." • His taste in 
musie was excellent, and formed on the study of 
the great Italian masters who flourished about 
the time of Pei^olesi,f as Marcello, Leo, and 
Palestrina ; he himself perfoi-med upon the harp- 
sichord. And it is said that he sung to his own 
accompanimeot on that instrument, with great 
taste, and feeling.f Vocal music, and that only, 
was whit he chiefly regarded. Gray acquired 
also great fac 1 ty and accuracy in the knoniedge 
of pa t ng When he was in Italy, be drew 
up a paper eSn n ng several subjects proper 
for pan t ng wh ch he had never seen executed: 

• Yon know how out of humor Qraj has been about our 
diTSrting ouiaclvBB witb pedigrees, which ia at least as wise 
HE making n serious pulat of haranguing against the study. ' * 
Well, Gmj has set himself to eompute, and has found out that 

y body ompoailJon." Walpole's Lett, to G. Montagn, 
1 

fG yw not partial to themnsioof Handel: butMr. 
P -e (f m whom I derive tbia inrormation) a<Jds, " that he 
t«d t p k with woader of that Chorus in the Oratorio of 
J phth bog ning, — 'NomoretoAmmon'sGodfuidKing.'" 
— bee Ecaj on the Kotoresque,' vol. ii. p. 131, note ; ed. 
1704, and Cradook's Memoirs, vol. i. p. 125. Mr. R. Narcs 
says, — ' The Oratorio of the Messiah is as perfeat a oomposi tion 
of the kind, as the faculties of humnn nature are capable of 

t Cola, In big MES. notei, says " Gray lattarly played on 

MS, Note of Bennet, Bishop of Cloyne, 



»i..,G00^lf 



IIFE OV GKAT. Isxvii 

and alfixed the names* of different masfera to 
oacli piece, to show which of their pencils he 
thought would be most proper to treat it. A cu- 
rious List of Painters, from the Revival of the 
Art, fo the Beginning of the last Centuiy, was 
also formed hy him, with great accuracy and at- 
tention. It was puhlished for the first time, in 
Mr. Malone's edition of the "Works of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds ; f smd has heen lately reprinted among 
the collected productions of Mr. Mason. In his 
Anecdotes of Pwnting, H. Walpole owns himself 
much indebted to Gray, for information both in 
ai'chiteeture and psunting.J " He condescended 
to correct (he says) what he never would have 
condescended to write:" again, "I am come to 
put my Anecdotes of Painting into the Press. 
You are one of the few that I expect will he en- 
tertained with it. It has warmed Gray's coldness 
so much, that he is violent about it." And to him 
was owing the discovery of a valuable artist in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, whose name was Theo- 
dore Haveua, for some time employed at Caius- 
College.il at Cambridge; who was at onee an 

• See Mbsod'b Merooirs, vol. iv. p. 08. 

+ Sua Sir J, Reynoiaa's Works, foI. iil, p. 29S ; and Mr. 
Mason'a Works, vol. iii. p. 211. 

X See Walpole'8 Anecdotes of Pttiotiog, p. 99 and 141 ; and 
Lotlsra to G. Montagu, p. 226. 

B " In Cidos-CoUage, is a, good portrait on board of Dt, 
Keja (not in proEla), undoubtedly original, and dated 15^3, 
jBttttis sine S3 ; with lafei veraes and mottos ; and in Uie sanw 
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architect, sculptor, and painter ; and wlio pos- 
sessed tliat diversity, as well as deptli of talent in 
the arts, which appeared in such extraordinary 
splendour at the revival of literature, hut of which, 
I believe, we liave no instance recoi'ded in the 
history of ancient tunes * 

To the papers of Gray, the late Mr. Pennant 
owned himself mui h indebted for many coiTec- 
laons and observitions on the antiquities of Lon- 
don-t Indeed, the ^ ariety and extreme accuracy 
of his studies, even considering the leisure which 

room Langs mi old picture (bad at flrsb, und now almost eOiuied 
bj cleaiiing)t of a mo^n in a. slaslied dcubtob, darl: cm'lod hair, 
and heard, looking like a foreigner, and holding a pair of 
oompassee, and by his aldo a polyedron, oompoaed of twelve 
pantogona. This is undonbtedly Theodore Havens himself, 
who, from all tliese cireumElanees, Boems Co buve been an 
architect, fculptor, and piunter ; luid hating worked many 
years fur Dr. Cains and the Culloge, in gratitude leit behind 
him hh o\ia picture." Waipole's Anocdotea of Painting, p. 

* Raphael, Leonardo da Vinci, and Julio Eomono Hero 
architeota and I believe sculptors, aa well as pMnters; but it 
WIS reBerved for the genius of Michael Angelo, to add to the 
mo?t profound knowledge of those arts, tho mind and the 
BxproEsion of the poet. When Dr. TVarton, in his Essay on 
P(pa (vol i. p. 15T), said tiat he conld not recollect any 
paintcis Ihot were good poets, escept Salvator Rosa, and 
Charles Vennadder, o£ Mulbrao, in Flanders ; ho surely did 
not mean to exeopt the poetry of this most eittoordiuary man. 
Plmj, m his Natural History, mentions the names of soma 
ancient aiUsta who ware philosopiiers ; see lib. :mv.e. 10,11. 

■f See Pennant's ' London,' p. 62, Ito. Mr. Pennant had 
the use of an interleaved oopy of ■ London and Us Environs,' 
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he possessed, is not a little sorprising ; and ttough 
he published little or nothing, his reputatioii for 
extensile learning was thoroughly established. 
Setinuil famam, sine experimenlo. " Excepting 
pure matliematics (says Mr, Mason), and the stu- 
dies dependent on that science, there was hardly 
any part of human learning in which he had not 
acquired a competent skill ; in most of them, a 
consummate mastery." He followed most impli- 
citly the rule, which he so often inculcated to his 
friends,* that happiness consists in employment. 
"To find one's self business (he writes) I am 
persuaded is the great art of life. I am never so 
angi'y as when I hear my acquaintance wishing 
they had been bred to some poking profession, or 
employed in some office of drudgery ; as if it were 
pleasanter to be at fJie command of other people, 
than at one's own ; and as if they could not go, 
nnlesa they were wound up : yet I know aad feel 
what tliey mean by this complaint ; it proves that 
some spirit, sonietliing of genius (more tliaii com- 

witii Diitee by Mr. Gray, which is in luird Hatoouit'a [losses- 
sion, Tho Witch of Woky, a Poem by Dr. Harrington, wm 
published in Percy's Kaliquaa ; it was giveo to Uio Publio 
nitb a note — tliat it liad iean allared by tbe celohralod Gray, 
author of tbo GbTirabyard Eiegy. Sb& AimiLal biog. aud 
Obituary, 18X7, p. 409. 

" Sob Wtiipole'a Worts, vol. r. p. S3a, Lett. XI. And 
Maaon'B Memoirs, Tol, iv. p. IT, Lett. XXV.; and p. SS.LetL 
XXXVr., to rr. Whnrton. 
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moil) ia vequired to teacli a man Low to employ 
liimself." 

"With regaud to Classical learning, there seems 
every reason to suppose that he was a profound, 
as well as an elegant scholar. He thought once, 
it 13 said, of publishing an edition of Straho, and 
left behind him many copious notes, and curious 
geographical disquisitions, particularly with re- 
spect to Persia and India. He made a selection 
from the Anthologia Grteca, inserting critical 
emendations and additional epigrams, besides a 
copious index.* On Plato (Mr. Mason says) he 
bestowed indefatigable pains ; leaving a quantity 
of critical and explanatory notes on almost every 
part of his works. These notes have now been 
published t in the edition of Mr. Mathias, and 
they are fiilly sufficient to shew the respect and 
attention with which he studied the writings of 
that great philosopher. They relate chiefly fo 
antiquity and history ; w5iether be attended much 

• A Tranacript of this work on the Antholopa by Mr. 
Mothius, vaa in the possesdcn of Mr. Heber, at the sale of 
whose LibfOrj it was pnrohosed by Mr. Pickering. There is 
very Uttle orij^al matter In It, aonsistJug of a levr tranelntione 
in Latin verse : but the Selaotion of the Epigtammata is made 
with Oraj's judgment and fine taste. 

t Borne notea on the lav of Plato, by Thomaa Gray, wars 
pnblished in the ■ MuEECi Ozoniensia IJtQrani ConspectuB,' 

]H«sent' Bishop of St. David's, and which eonsiala of three 
munheFS. " Qrayii (says the editor) poets celeberrimi. oh- 
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to verbal criticism, either in the Greek or Latin 
language, does not appear. I should be incliuod 
to think, that he read the ancient writers, not so 
much as a critic, but with the more extended, and 
ampler views of the historian and the philoso- 
pher ; and all that was in any way connected with 
the fine arts, with the poetry, the philosophy, and 
the history of Greece and Rome, he studied with 
attention ; and some of the authors whom he pe- 
rused, could only be relished by one, who pos- 
sessed an intimate and copious knowledge of the 
language in which they wrote. How far Mr. 
Matiiias may have consulted the reputation of 
Gray, in the extracts which he has lately made 
from the manuscripts at Pembroke, the voice of 
the public will decide. In the meanwhile, I 
cannot but observe, that so far as regards the 
observations on English metre, the remarks on 
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tydgate, tlie excellent and highly entertaining 
juialysis of the Avea of Ariatophaues, and the 
English and Latin translations, there surety can 
be hut one sentiment of approbation and grati- 
tude. I confess that, if I had been placed in the 
situation of the editor, I should have hesitated 
most, as to the propriety of publishing the note? 
on Ai'istophanes, and the geographical disquisi- 
tions on India. 

It is not, I believe, generally known, that Gray 
assisted Ross* (the editor of the EpisloliE Fami- 
liares of Cicero, ivith English notes") in an anony- 
mous pamphletf which he puhliahed against the 
Criticisms of Markland, on some of the Epistles 

* See the Selectioua from the Gentleman's Magoxine, Tel. 
ir. p. 392. In the miscollaneous Trncta of fion^sr, 41a. ore 
niunj letters of Moiklnjid, ebewing great contempt fur u per- 
son, whose name is not mentioned. — Tliia (IBS Ross. See p. 
STS, 574, 570, &a. The letters at p. S75, 518, dated June 20, 
I7i0, and Juno 14a, 1758, whioli speak in severe tfirms of a 
book then published, relate, I believe, to Hurd's Horaoe. 

t The title of this pamphlet is, ' A Diasertatjon in whioh 
the Defence of P. S;lla, asciibed lo M. TuUius Cieero, ia 
elearlj proved to be spurious, after the mannei' of Mr. Mark- 
land ; with some introdnclory Eemarks on other Writings of 
the Ancients, never before suspected.' It is written in a 
jaroasbio style, against Markland ; but with a display of 
leammg verj inferior to that of the exocUenl soholai against 
whom it was directed, and in a disposition very disaimilar to 
the candour and fiumess which accompanied the writings of 
Markland. In a MS. note in the first leaf of his onpy of Mark- 
nay, but the irony not quite transparent." 
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and Orations of Cicero. Gray's own copy of 
Mm-kland's Treatise is now before me. The 
notes which he has written in il, display a 
familiar knowledge of the structure of the Latin 
language, and answer some of the objections of 
that ingenious critic; who had not then learnt 
the caution, in verbal criticism and <»njectpral 
emfudation, which he well knew how to yalue, 
when an editor of Euripides.* 

* In 1T41, Orator TuDSlnll (nith some asKistnnce from 
Murktand) publi^lied liis doubts of the aDtbeotioit; of the 
letters buttvoen Gioem find Biutus (which Middleton had con- 
Hdeied as gsDiiias in his Life of Cicsro), in a Latin Dts- 
^rtatiuQ. This Mlddletou callsd, " a frivoloaa, captjonsj 
diuageuuous piece of uritiaiam ;" answered it in Snglish, and 
published the disputed epistles vitli a tronstaUon. Upon tbis. 
Orator Tiuietall, in 1T44, published his ' Observations on the 
Epistles, representing several evident marks of forger? In 
them, in answer to the iate pretence! of the Rev. Dr. Cooyors 
Sliddiettin.' Marktand, In mi, published his ntgaiaents on 
the same side of the question, adding a Dissertation on tour 
OraUona ascribed to Cicero, vli. I. Ad Quliites post teditum. 
2. Post reditum in Senatu. 3. Pro Domo snik, od Fontihces. 
i. De Ilaruapicum Besponfds. This called forth the pamphlet 
from Roas, I believe, in the following year, but the book has 
no date. Ibis controversy was continued by a ' Sissortation, 
in which the Observations of a late Pamphlet on the Writmgs 
of the Anoienls, after the Manner of Mr. Markland, are 
clearly answered ; IJiose FosSE^es in Tully corrected, on 
which some of the Objections are founded ; with Amendments 
of a few Pieoes of Criaeism in Mr. Markland'a Epialola Ori- 
tiea. London, IU6, Svo.' Glesner published some Strictures 
on Mai-kland in the Conun. Aoad. Keg. Ootling. t. iii. 223— 
1184 : whioh Woif wonders Markland did not answer; as be 
had blctim hit pipis Imidir tiiaa Tunatall. Bazius miat^es 
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In the LafJn poems of Gray,* some errors have 
been pointed out in the notes. One or two of 
them are evidently mistates arising from haste ; 
and the others do not at all derogate from the 
reputation which he has acquired for his classicai 
attainments, and the elegance and purity of his 
compositions. Salmasiua discovered some mis- 
takes in quantity, among the poems of Milton, 
when they first appeared; and Vavassorf de- 
tected many inaccuracies in metre and grammar, 
in the poetical volume published hy Eeza. The 
Latin poems of Buchanan, beautiful and classical 
aa they are in their spirit and language, are not 
without defects both of grammar and of prosody. 
Indeed some faults J of this kind are certainly not 
inexcusable, when composing in a language not 

Koaa'g pBmplilet for ft serious one ; and aajs that lia a,ttin;k8 
Cioero'a Oration pro SoHli " Hanluininft pieno liccntii " 

• In the Gontleman'a Magarine, 1801, vol, lixl. p. 691, 
!a a. letter from a Mr. Bdmund C. Mason, Sheffield, relating 
an anecdote of Oraj, and oontiuning a Layo poem, whioh he 
Bftjs is the production of the poet ; and a Greek translation 
of it, bj Weat. Thia gentleman, however, baa not g^ven any 
acoonnt of the Buthentioitj' of bis manuscript. 

t SaeSoaligeriann; art.: Barclay andBeza. Sea Irvinc'a 
LiTea of tha Scottish Poets, v. i. p. 164. 

$ Mr. Mason taya, " A learned end ingenious person, to 
TVhom I oomuiBijicated the Latin poems after the j were printed 
off, was of opinion that thoy contain aonie few expressions nit 
warranted by any good authority ; ajid tJat tbere are ona or 
two folse quantities to ho found in them. I bad once an in- 
tondon to oanoel the pages, and oorreot the passoges objected 
to, according to mj friend's eridoismB ; but, on leoood 
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our own, Gray's Latin poetry, however, appears 
to me to tie peculiaily forcible and correct; and 
formetl attentively after tlie best models — Vii^il 
and Lucretius. Dr. Johnson, who was a good 
judge of the purity of Latin composition (altliongh 
he did not always himself compose with that clas- 
sical exactn h h m j b d ^^ ^^^' 
" that it w IS n bl h & ay 1 d pro- 

secuted his d tt f X 11 Lt 1 try;, 

for though the t p t m e nl ass- 

ment in hia pi a a 1 m 1 a hn m hia 
lyric numb e h i ofla g e ucb 

as veiy few possess ; and his lines, even when im- 
perfect, discover a writer'whom practice wo nid 
have made skilful" If Gray, however, should 
need any further defence, it must be observed, 
that his Latin poems were never intended by him 
for publication, if we except the two that he wrote 
at College; that they were found by his executors 
among his own papers, or those ot his fi'iends, 
and tliat they did not receive his last coirec 

thoaglite, I deemed it best to let them stand esiujtly aa I 
found them in the minu"einits Tke aocnrata classical reader 
mil perliapA be best pleased with finding oat tUo fault; pafl- 
Bagea himself , and his candour niH easily make the proper 
allnweincea (or any httia mistakes in verees, nhiob, he will 
eonaider, never had the aiahar'a iaat hand," Mcmoira, vol. iv 
p. S34. 

rhsps ouglit 
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I liave never understood that his knowledge of 
modern languages extended beyond tlie French 
and Italian : these, however, he studied wheu he 
was abroad with considerable diligence, aniZ cul- 
tivated afterwards, in tlie leisure which he en- 
joyed at home. Indeed his acquaintance with 
the beautiful works of the Tuscan bards, has 
coutribut«d, in no small degree, to euridi aad 
adorn many passages of his English poetry : — 
" Dum yugiia, Ausotu[L9 nuna per umbras. 

It remains now only to speak of an intended 
publication in English literature, mentioned by 
Gray in an advertisement to the Imitation of the 
Welsh Odes, and which was an ' History of Eng- 
lish Poetry.' It appears that "Warburton had 
communicated to Mason a paper of Pope's, con- 
taining the first sketch of a plan for a work of 
that nature, and which was printed in the Life 
of Pope by Ruffhead, and subsequently in many 
other works. 

"Millon (says Dryden in the preface to his 
Fables) was the poetical son of Spenser, and Mr. 
"Waller of Fairfax ; for we have our lineal des- 
cents and clans as well as other families," Upon 
this principle. Pope * drew up Hs little catalogue 

* Popo nbseiTed to Bpenoa tbat " MIohoBl Brajton was 
one ot the imitators ot Spenser, and Fairlki anothar. Milton, 
in hia first piacea, is an evidant follower of Spenaeu too, in hia 
&mona AUegro and Penseroso, and eome otbera. Carew (a 
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of the English, poets i * and Gray was so mucli 
pleased with the method of arrangement which 
Pope hstd struck out, that ou Mr. Mason's agree- 
ing to assist him, he examined and coneiderably 
enlarged the plan. He meant in the introduction 
to ascertain the Origin of Rhyme ! to gi^e speci- 
mens of the Provensal Scaldic, British, and Sax- 
on poetry : and when the different sources of 
English poetry were ascertained, the history was 

1iad \VaIlec), Waller himsslf luid Lord luisaotrn are all of 
one Bshool ; sa Sir John Suckliog, Sir John Minncs, aad Prior 
are of ^otlisr. Crashaw is a ouaree sort of Cuniey; be was 
a folloner too of Petrarch and Muiino, but most of Mitciao. 
He and Covley were good fiionda ; and tha Isttet has a good 
oopj of yaraes on his death. About tliia piicli were Stanley 
(the author of the Ofdaions of Pliilosophore) ; Bttndoiph, 
thongh rather aapsrior ; and Sjljsater, thoogh rather of e, 
loner form. Oartwrighb and Bishop Corbet ai'e of this ehiss 
of poets ; and E,ugg!e, the author of Counter-So ulBe. might 
ba admitted among them. Herbert is loner than Ci'ashiin', 
Sir John Beaumont higher, and Donne a good deal an." [Ppeoce'a 
Aneodotes, quoted in] Malone's Drjdea, Tol. iv. p. 5S9. 

I h plaoed P pe's Catalogue of tha Poets in tha 
Appe d D (w th <J j'a Letter on tie sarae subject), with 
m ba rr t po it. It is Angular that thii aketeh of 

P po h Id h been so often printed, nithout any of the 
edito pt M Mnlona, pointing ant its miatahea and 

inaec oc I hai^ eea also, in many points, with Uie 

aooo t h h ga to Spcnoe; printed in the preceding 
n t I niiat ba rr that this aatalogue ia printed by Mr. 
Math as a f m aorreot manner, than that in which it 
naually appa It published by Mm (Voni Gmy's own 

ban I d ma y of the inacouriioieg pointed out by 

M M 1 Ij th blunders uf prioters and transcribers 
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t« commence with tlie si:!iool of Chaucer. Mv. 
Mason collected hut few materials for this pur- 
pose; but Gray, besides writing his imitations of 
Norse and Welsh poetiy, made many curious 
and elaborate disquisitions into the origin of 
rhyme, and the variety of metre to be found in 
the ancient poets. He transcribed many pas- 
sages from Lydgate, from the manuscripts which 
he found at Cambridge, remarking the beauties 
and defectfl of tliia immediate scholar of Chuu- 

About this time, however, T. Warton was en- 
gaged in a work of the same nature : and Gray, 
fatigued with the estent of his plan, relinquished 
his undertaking, and sent a copy of his design 
to Wai-too i of whose abilities, from his observa^ 
tions on Spenser, Mr. Mason says, he entertained 
a high opinion. It .is well known, that Warton 
did not adopt this plan ; and gave his reasons for 
his departure fi-om it, in the preface to his his- 
tory. Gray died some years before Warton's 
publication appeared ; t hut Mr. Mason mentions 
it with praise, in a note in the fourth volume of 
his Memoirs of Gray, where he calls it, " a work, 
which, as the author proceeds in it through more 
enlightened periods, will undoubtedly give the 



* Bee Mothiaa' Edition of Gi'iy. ™1. i 


i. p. 1 to p. SO. 


+ Gray died in July, 1771, and Wort: 


on'a first vuluine up- 


aiod in 17U. 
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woild as high an idea of his critical taste, as the 
present specimen does of his indefatigable re- 
se aretes into antiquity." 

Sir Jamea Mackintosh has given a sketch of 
Gray's poetical character with his usual tempe- 
rance of judgment, and delicacy of taste, which 
may with propriety be introduced, as our narra- 
tive is drawing to a close. " Gray (he writes, aiter 
some ohservalJona on the merits of Goldsmith) 
was a Poet of a far higher oiiier, and of an almost 
opposite kmd of merit Of all English Poets he 
WIS the most finished artist. He attained the 
highe^it degree of spleiidour of which poetical 
ityle seems to be capable. If Virgil and his 
scholai Racine may he allowed to have united 
somewhat more ease with their elegance, no other 
poet approaches Gray in this kind of excellence. 
The degree of poetical invention diffused over 
such a style, the balance of taste and of fancy ne- 
cessary to produce it, and the art with which the 
offensive boldness of imagery is polished away, 
are not indeed always perceptible to the common 
reader, nor do they convey to any mind the same 
species of gratification, which is felt from the pe- 
rusal of those poems, which seem to be tlie unpre- 
meditated effusions of enthusiasm. But to the 
eye of the critic, and more especially to the artist, 
they afford a new kind of pleasure, not incompati- 
ble with a distinct perception of the art employed, 
and somewhat similar to the grand emotions ex- 
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cited by the reflection on the skill and toil eiiej'ted 
in the construction of a raagniiiceiit palace. They 
can only be classed among the secondary plea- 
sures of poetry, but they never can exist without 
a great degree of its higher excellencies. Almost 
all his poetry was lyrical — that species which, 
issuing from a mind in the highest state of excite- 
ment, requires an intensity of feeling which, for a 
long composition, the genius of no poet could sup- 
port. Those who oompltuned of its brevity and 
rapidity, only confessed their own inability to fol- 
low the movemenfa of poetical inspiration.* Of 
the two grand attributes of the Ode, Dryden had 
displayed the enthusiasm. Gray exhibited the 
magnificence. He is also the only modern Eng- 
lish writer whose Latin verses deserve general 
notice, but we must lament that such difficult 
trifles had diverted his genius from its natural ob- 
jects. In his Letters he has shewn the descrip- 
tive powers of a poet, and in new combinations of 
generally familiar words, which he seems to have 

* In tmother plane, the aaniB writer observes : " The ob- 
scnrity of the Ode on the ' Progress of Poetry,' arises from 
the variety of the subjects, the rapidit; of the IrnDsitions, tlie 
Ijoldfiess ef the imagerj, HJtd the spleodoHT of the langunge; 
U> those nho ore capable of that intense attention, nhioh the 
higher order of poetry requires, and nhioh poeljcal sensibility 
always pruduoes, there Is no obscurity. In the ' Bard ' some 
of these covises of obsomity are lessoned -, It is more Impas- 
sioned and less mspiifieont, but it has mors brevity and abi'upt- 



»i..,G00^lf 



LIFE OP GKAT. XCl 

caught from Hadame de Sevign^, (though it must 
be said he was somewhat quaint) he was emi- 
nently happy. It may be added, that he deserves 
the comparatively trifling praise of having heen 
the most learned poet* since Milton." | 

In the short, and I am afraid, imperfect ac- 
count which I have now given of the life and 
character of Gray, I may be permitted, hefore I 
close the narrative, to express my owii sincere 
admiration of that ppien lid genius, that exquisite 
taste, that profound and extensive erudition, those 
numerous accomplishments, and those real and 
unassuming merits, which will preserve for him 
a very eminent reputation, exclusively of that 
which he so justly enjoys in his rank among the 
English poets. His life, indeed, did not abound 
with change of incident, or variety of situation ; 
it was not hlessed with the happiness of domestic 
endearments, nor spent in the bosom of social 
intercourse ; but it was constantly and contentedly 

* Ornj and Miiaoa first detected the imposition of CSaKff- 
tm. SeeAtcb!eo1ogieaIEpl3tlBtoDeai)Milles,Stiinm:ii. tt 
appears that Gray did not odmire Hudibrss. " Mr. Grnj,' 
eaya Warfaurton, " kas oertfunly a true taste. I should hors 
read Hudibraa with as miioh indiffareuce as perliaps he did, 
nere it not for a fondness of the transacUons of those limes, 

p. 290. He appears highlj tohavo praised some of W. White- 
head's poems. See Mason's Life of Whitehead, p. 40, &c., 
and hs igipnived H. Walpolo's Iragedj of the Mysterious 
Mother. Bee Lett, bo G. MontagD, p. 10l>. 

t See Life of Su- J, MaokintoEh, vol. ii. p. 172. 
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mfl y il m the improvement of the Tarious 
tai t tl which he was so highly gifted; in a 
dul u ultivatioa hoth of the moral and intel- 
1 t al J w l^s ; in the study of wisdom, and in 
th p t of virtue. 

T I t his poetry to the public, more cot- 

e tly than it has yet appeared, has been the 
de 1^,11 ^ hi edition. And I am willing to hope, 
th t I h made no unacceptable present to the 
literary world, in enabling them for the first time 
to read the genuine correspondence of Gray, in 
an enlarged as well as authentic form. Assured- 
ly f n h 1 t w 11 hi m t 
than hi p t y d th y w 11 b d by all 

wh a 1 f tm t t ly tl 

a ty f 1 1 a d tl I d 

playfoln f h f j b h il f 

hipatt-attlg gd fl 

heart, his sound and serious views of life, and his 
warm and zealous affection towards his friends, t 

♦ ' I have beenteaiiag Qraj'a 'WorkB,' sajs Oowper, ' and 

tbinTi him sublime I onco thought Swift's Lcttora tha 

best that ooald be written, but I like Qraj's better. His 
hmnour, or iiis wit, or whnterer it is to be onlled, is never ill- 
natured or offensive, and jet I think equiUlj poignant with 
the Dean's.' HttyUy's Ed. 4to. voL U. p. 231. 

t [The letters here referred to are eontsiaed in the AldlnB. 
ediiion of Graj's Works-l 
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Appendix A. 



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 
THOMAS GRAY. 



lihNm tGdJ IThm Q fPm 

bkirn til IT yfCbd bgf d 

d d good b Ith f bndj y t gn t h 1 g 
tb bl g lay b d Ig d m d m k h mj 
Las HlUaiidTtiun tmmnn dfrmfll nliig, 

F rat Id d ir tbtmjbidjmjb dpotdinth 
It m d by my 1 to dea n th 1 th b reby d f 
tok PogeiB 1 gh i B k gt m h by h 



] may se lajd tb g d d tn 

h b i ind us poo p ra t Ih 

bUukfitheimftepo da bant 
to 3 ge Will EUneoD, eeq. my second coaam 
a f C iButta in EengaL, Ibo sum of 

1 t Ann Lady Goring, also my second 

tb a t the county of Suaaei, five 

d ed ced BlU k annuiticE, luid a pair of iaige 
B Id J 1 hma jais. Iiem, I gite tu Mary 
[J b d p er, my aoaond oonsin by tb» 

U til t m fr hoid estate and bouse hi tli» 
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pibdEli of St. Michnel, Comhill, London, arm let Ht the learly 
rent of sLttj-flve pounds, nod in the oeoupatiuo of Mr 
Noi-tgeth peifnmer, pi-Qvidetl UiiLt sLe pny, out of tbe eaid 
rent, by hnlf-je£u:]j pajnienta, Mra. Jane Olliftp, inj aunt, 
of Cwubridge, widon, iLe sum of twent/ pounds per eimam 
during her natural life ; a^id oiler the decease uf (he ftui 
Jane OlliSe I give the said estate to the aud Marj' Antmbus, 
to have and to hold to hei' hcira and oHBigna fijr ever luither, 
I bequeatii lo the said Mary Antrobua the sum of aix hundred 
pounds new South-sea annuities, now standing in tlio joint 

the payment of five pounds per annum to Graves Stokely of 
Bloke-l'iiguis, in the county uf Bucks, nbieb sum of six hun- 
dred pounds, aftec the deoenae of Oie said annuitant, does 
(by the will of Anna Rogera my late aunt) belong solely and 
entirely to uie, togetliei' with all overplus of interest in the 

there shall be any arroar of salai-y due tome from hb Majesty's 
Treasury, I give all snob arrears to the said Mary Antrobua. 
Btm, I give to Mrs. Dorothy Comyns gf Cambridge, my other 
seaond eou^n by the mother's side, tjie sums of six hundred 
pounds old South-sea annuities, of three hundred pounds four 
per cnU. Bank annuities oonsolklated, and of tivo hundred 
pounds three per ceal. Banli annuities eonsolldated, all noir 
standing in my namo. I give to lUchard Stonebewer, esq. 
one of bis Majesty*g Commisaionere of Exdse, the sum of five 
hundred pounds reduoed Bnnk nnuuiijea, and I beg his 
Bocoptanee of one of my diamond rings. I give to Dr. 
Thomas Wharton, of Old Park in the Bishopriek of Dnrhnm, 
five hundred pounds reduced Bank annuides, oud desire him 
also to aocept of one of my diamond rings. I g^ve to my 
servant, Stephen Hempstead, the sum of fifty ponnds reduoed 
Bank annuities, and if he continues In my serviee to the tjme 
of my death I also give him all my wearing-appai'el and 
linen. I pye to my two oousins above-mentioned, Mary 
Antrobua and Dorothy Comyns, all my plat«, watches, rings, 
ohinsr-ware, bed-linen and toble-linan, and the furaiture of 
my ohamhers, at Cambridge, not otherwise bequeathed, to be 
equally and amicably shared between them. I give to the 
Tteverend William Mason, preoentor of York, all my books, 
manuscripts, eoius, mudo printed or written, and papers of all 
hinds, to preserve or destroy at bis own discretion. And after 
my just debts and the expenses of my funeral are disehai^, 
all the residue of my personal estate, wbatsoei-er, I do hereby 
^VB and bequeath to the said Reverend William Mason, and 
lo the Beverend Mr. James Browne, President uf Pembmke- 
Hall, Cambridge, to be eqnnlly divided between them, desir- 
ing them to apply the sum of two hundred ponnds to an use 
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of oliorttr concerning nbioh I have already iiiforraed them. 
And I do bereby constitute and appoint them, the soid Wil- 
iiara Maaon and Jnmes Broivne, to be juint exeoutotB of tliia 
my Lnst Will and Testftinent. And if any relation of mine, 
or otber legatee, aball go abont to molcBt or oommenoe any 

I do, as liti' oa the Ian nill petmlt me, hei-eby revoke and 
make void all sooh bequests or legacies as I hod ffven to ^at 
pei'son Of persona, and give it to be divided between my aaid 
eieoutors and rerfdnary legatees, whftJie integrity and kindness 
I bavB su long experienced, and nho oan best judge of toy 
tree intanlJoD luid meaning. In tdtoess nbereof I have 
betetmto set my hand and seal fills 3d day of July> 1770. 
Tiio. 8Biv. 

Signrd, sealed, puiHshed, and dednrtd by the iidd Thnmaa Gmji, 
lie Mlator, Hi nnrf /or hit Last Will mid Tmlamml, i« (Ae 
presfitce of tiSf who in fas presfuce and at his reqarstj and tn 
thf. presence of each other, have signed our names as witnesses 
her/to. EieHiHB BaKEB. 

Thomas. Wilson. 
Joseph Turhgb. 

Proved at London the 12th of Augast, 1T71, befbre the 
Worsbipful Andrew Coltre Daeotel, Dectur of Lairs and 
Suri-ogale, hj the oaths of the Reverend Wiliiam Maaon, Clerk, 
Master of Arts, and the Reverend James Browne,* Clerk, Mas- 
ter of Aria, the eieonkirs to whom adminlstiaUon was granted, 
having been &rst sworn duly to tvlmiaistei. 

JouH Stetbss. f 

HUNRT Stu-ESS. ^n^uty Rfgislfrs 

Geo. GoSTiiNG, jtm. J 



' Mr. Qray used to go witli his friend Browne to a reading- 
m in the evening. Browne, wliowaa avery punotuai man, 
t betoi-e the hour of going, usf d to get up, nalli about the 
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at tbe sale of tbe lute Isuao Seed's 
ubmittod by the mother of Gray to the 
t Divilion in 17S5; and it proves, tbab 
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ie did for bim. Tboso nho baie K3ii tbe 
lie White in Mr. Soothey's Narrative, will 

d, in their entranoe into life; and they will 
irnal loTe ond oountge had not slept in, in 
goniuB and talenta nciuld have been l<i9t u the 
led by the gemsbueas, of tboso about them. 



CASE. 



" Philip Gray, before his marringB nitb his wife, (then 
Doruthy Anttobiia, and who mis then partner with her sister 
Mary Anti'olins,) entflrod into artioles of agreement with the 
eaid Dorothy, and Mary, and thoir brother Robaii Antrobns, 
that the said Dorothy's stuck in trade (wbioii vsa then iiOl.) 
should be employed by the said Mary in the sdid trade, and 
that the same, and all profits arising thereby, Bbould be for 
the sole benefit of the etJd Dorothy, notwithstanding her 

discharge to the s^d Mary and her brother Bobert Antrobus, 
who was made trustee. Cnt in ease either the said Philip or 
Dorothy dies, then the same to be assigned to the survivor. 

" That in pnrsunnCB of the said arUoles, tbe said Mary, 
with tho aasistanee ot the said Dorothy her sister, bath eaniod 
■' ■ ' ' ■■" ■ with toleral-' 



for the sud Dorothy. Tbab ^e hatli been no eharge to the 
said Philip; and dunng all the sidd time, h 



ot only found 
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herself in till mnoner of apporel, bnt also for nil her ohiiaran, 
to the numbet of tivolve, and most of the fnrniture of bis 
bouse; aod paying 40i. » j ear for hh s^op, olinost providing 

Ptter-Home at Cainbridgs. 

" HotnilbBCanding nbiofa, almost ever einoe bs hath been 
married, be bntb used bei' In the most Inhunian tuanner, by 
beatirxgt kicking, punohiog, and ^tb tbe most vile and abusive 
language ; tbat sbe hatb been in the utmost fear and danger 
of her life, and bath been obliged this last year to qnit ber 
bed, and lie nith her sister. TliU .Se was ra>«ltied, ifposiiblr, 
to bsari jiof fo leave hv shop of trade firr ike sake nf her Am, to 
beablnto msht i* the Tomntsaance rifldmatths UnoKratil, nice 

" There is no oanae for Uais usage, nnleas it be an nnhappy 
jealoasy of all mankind in general (ber own brother not 
exeepted); but no vronian deservee, or balh moiDt^cd, a 
more virtuoua cbaiaoter: or it is preEumed if be can make 

bis nife's mone;, bat the articles are too secure for hia vile 
purposes. 

" He diJly threatens he irill pursue her with all the ven- 
geaiioa pnaable, and will nun himself to undo her, and his onlt/ 
khi ia order to which be hath given warning to her ai^ter to 
■■" 'is shop, where "-— ' -' ~ "--=■—■'- 
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" What be can, or posribly may do to molest his wife in 
living with her sister, and oaaisting in her tiade, fur the pur- 
poses in the said articles; and whiah will be the beat way for 

live with bim 1 And whelhet the said DoroUiy, in the lire- 
time of the said Philip, may not by will, or otherwise, diapoBa 
of the interest, oc produoe, which hath, or may arise, or 
become due for the aaid atook Ba sho shall think fit, it being 
apprehended aa part of her separate estate t " 
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« If Mrs. dray should leare hot husband's house, and go 
to Ufs with her aaler In any otter, to assist her in her trnda, 
her husband maj, and probnbly will call her, by prooaaa in 
Ibe Eooleeiastioal Cuiirt, to return home anil cohabit with him, 
wbiob the oourt will oompel her to do, unless she can aheiT 
cause Co the contrary. She has no other (Isfenee in that oa!e, 
thou to make proof, before the court, of such eruelties as may 
induce the judge to think she cannot live in safety with her 
husband: then the court will deeree for a separation. 

" This is a most unhappy rase, and such a one, as I think, 
if possible, should be referred lo, mid made up by aoine oom- 
moa friend ; sentenues of separation, by reason of crnelty 
only h " E very rarely oht4uned. 

\^ hat the cruelties are which he has used towards her, 
and wl at proof she is able to make of thejn, 1 am yet a 
strange to She nill, as she has hithorto done, hear what 
she ease hly Dan, nithout giving htm any provooatlon to 
use he ill If, nevertheless, he forces her out of doors, (he 
toost epulablo place she con be In, is with her sister. If he 
will proceed to extremities, and go lo law, she will be justified, 
if she ta ds npon her defanoa, rather perhaps than if she 
was plaint S in the oanae, 

" As no power of making a will is reserved to Mrs. Gray, 
by her marriage settlement, and not only the original stock, 
bat likevriae the produce and interest which shall accrue, and 

by will, 'or otherwise. 
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iEsallanr-tvi Eifrortj from the Mimusmpt Papers of iSe Rtv. 
WiUxajn GJ(, d/ Milon m Cambtidsci/uri, relaiins to Grajj 



On Tuesday July SOtto, 1 
hia way to Ely, told me t 
djmgoftl 



'. Essex calling 
Gray waa tl 
I hod not 



ighb to 
eard bcfa 



nos ill, tbuugh he hod beoi 
aeub my servant id the ereoiag ta Pemliroke-LlBlI, to euqidre 
after bb welfats; but he waa then going oB, aad no message 
muld be delivered; and he died that n^ht. He desired to 
be buried early in the morning at Stoke-Pf^eis;* ond aooord- 
ingly waa put in lead, and conveyed from Cambridge on 
Btuiday moraing, nith a design to rest at Hoddesdou the 
first night, and Salt-bill on Monday night, from whenoe ho 
might be very early on Tneaday momiag at Stoke. He made 
the master of Pembroke (hie partionlar friend) hia eseouM- 

Cambrldge, who had married her dstflr, and a young gentl 
man of Cbrist's-Cullege irith nhom he vas very intimai 
nent in a mourning.-coaeh after tJie hearse, to see bun put 

into his grove. He left all his hooks and MSS. to h' 

tioular friend Mr. Mason, nith a desire that he would d 
the latter what he Uionght proper. When he saw a 
over with him, he sent an eiprcss to hie ftiend Mr. 
hewer, who immediately eaine to see him ; and as Dr. Gi 
happened to he with him when the messenger came, hs b 



» Oray's tomb is at the end of the chanoel of Stoke-Pogeis 
ohuieh. At Stranberry-HIll there is a drawing by Bacon of 
Gray's tomb, by moonlight; given to Loiit Ortord, by Sir 
Ed«ard Walpole. See LoM Orford's Works, vol. ii. p. 426. 
Hot far from the chnrohyard is the Cenolaph erected bv Mr. 
Penn to the memory of Gray, from a doeign, 1 
tlie late Mr. Wyatt. 



vo, by 
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him ia-KB to Carabriftge nith bim; whioh nos tbe more looli;, 
OS Prafesaor Plumptie * bod relViscd to get up, being sent to 
in tbe nigbt. But it was too late to do any goud: and indeed 
he hnd all the oaaiatanoa of the facultyf beaides at Cambridge. 

Cambridge; and juat before bis death, ab»iit a month, or 
thsreabout, be bad done a very geneivna noiiau, fur nhioh he 
vas much eum mended. 

Hia nunt Ollie'e, an old gentleiromnii of Norfolk, had left 
that county, two or thtee jeara, to oome and live at Cambridge; 
Bod dying about the time I speak of, left bim and Mr. 
CnnimiBS exeoutora and residuary legatees; but Mr. Gray 
generously gave up his part lo hia nieeee, one of whom Mrs. 
Ollifie had taken uo notice of, and who nonted <t suffielently. 
• * • * I was told by Mr. Alderman Burleigh, the present 
mayor of Cambridge, that Mr. Oray's father had been an 
Eiohange-broker, but the fortune he had noquired of about 
10,OOI». waa greatly hurt by the Are in Conihill; so thot Mr. 
Gray, many yeo^a ago, annk a good part of what "waa lelt, 
and putohaaed nn annuity, in order lo have a fuller Income. 
I have often seen at his chambers, in bis ink-stand, a, neat 
pyramidal bloodstone seal, with Uiese arins at Che base, viz. % 
a lion rampant, nithin a bordure engiiuled, being those of 
the name of Gray, and belonged, aa he told me, to hia father. 
Hia mother was in the millinery way of busineas. Hia person 
was small, well put together, and bitterly tending to plnrap- 
ness. He vua all hia life remarkably euber and tempeiate. 
I think, I heard bim Bay lie never waa aoroaa a horse's baok 
in bis life. He gave me a small prmt or etching of himself 
by Mr. Mason, wfioh is extremely like him. 

ir. 



• Dr. Plnmptra oerlainly refused to get up to attend Gray 
ta his laat illness; but it was to be oongidered, that he waa 
grown old, and had found it neoeaaary to adopt tiia rule with 
all bis patienta. Bo. 

t Br. Glynn was Glray'a physician at Cambridge, and like- 



le fi-iend. 



5S,) and as the preaeni 
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exaot In thoir pergons ani] dress, moct lively and i^rneable 
in aonveTsntioD, except that Mr. Giiij wos apt tu be too 
BatiiiOBj, Mid both of them full of affeotadun. In Gil Blaa, 
the piiul of Soipio in the aibonr, beginning to tell hie own 
advonCureB lo Gil Blita, Antonio, and Beatrix, vim so like 
the countenanco of Mr. Gray, that if he sat far it, it oonld 
not be more EO. It is in a 12mo edition in four volumes, 
printed at Amstctdam, chez Herman Vjtwerf, 17:15, in ^e 
1th volume, p. 94. — p.m. It ia ten times more like him 
thim his print before Mason's life of him, nhlch is horrible, 
and makes him B, fury. That little one done by Mr. Mason 
is like him; and plucid Mr. lyaoc spoilt tlie otlier by altei- 



ni. 

It mnet hare been ahout the year 1770, that Dr. Farmer 
and Mr. 8iaj ever met, to be ooquiuotgd together, aa about 
that dme I met them at Mr. Oldham's chamlwrs, in Peter- 
Hooee, lo dinner. Before, they had been shy of each other: 
and though Hr. Farmer nna then esteemed one of the must 
ingenious men in the University, yet Mr. Giuy'a slngulai 
nioeness in the oboiee of his acqufdntonee made him appear 
fastidious to a great degree, Ui all nho vrere nut acquainted 
tvith his manner. Indeed, there did not seem to be any pro- 
bability of any great Inthnaoy from the style and manner of 
eaoh of them. The one a cheerful, oompunionable, hearty, 
open, downright man, of no great regard to dress or common 
forms of beliavionr ; the other, of a most fiistidious aod 
leelnse dislanoe of carriage, rather aierse to eodability, but 
of the graver turn; nice, and elegant in his pei-son, dress, 
and behaviour, oven to a degree of flniealness and efleminaey. 
So that nothing but their eiiensive learnmg and abilities 
could ever have coalesced two saob different man, and both of 
great value in Uieir own line and walk. They were ever 
after great friends; and Dr. Farmer, and all of liis actiuaint- 
ance, had soon after too much rea.son to lament his luss, and 
the shortness of their aequaiatanoe. 



Two Ltitin EpilHpha in the Clnircli of Burnhi 
hanisbire, sunpised tu be from the pen of 
Itahed from Cole's MSS. iu the European 
1704.) 
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Huic Loeo prope adsunt Cinerea 
EOBEaTI ANTROBOS. 
VIr fuil, ai quis unqunm fuit, Amlcomm ui 



■a merwib quum tullt. 
1 defnncli poauit 

'Is Rogers, A.D. 1T31. 
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JVom tSs /n/ormitfwn of Sir Eserlon Brydgrs, K.J.M P. 

Imong the friends of (Jray, bos the Hej, Willlum S 
aon, (third bnjtber of Mra, Muntagu,) uf Denton Oou 
I CaalBibary, and teotor of Butfield, Berks. Ha n 
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I bim ab Dontaii. He died Dec. 1SD3, aged 
abont aevent;-tive. Mr. Bobiiisun nas o-D udiuiiuble tiLiiettiaal 
soholHT, to whose Imte Gray paid great defareaco. He did 
not oonsider Mr. Moaon aa equal to tlie task of writing Gray's 
Life; und on that account when Mason (from hie knowledge 
of Mr. S.'s intiinaoy with Gray) communicated his inlentiou 
to him, Mr. Kobinaon declined returning him an anstier, 
nhlch pi-ndnced o, ooolness between them wlilch was aerer 
BftemmJa made up. Mr. Bobioeon, however, owned that 
biason had exeeutod his tnsk better than he had expected. 
The ' Innes on Lord Holland's HouEe at Kingsgntc,' were 
written when on a visit to Mr. Kobineon, and found in the 
drawer of Gray's dressing tiAle uftec he was gone. They 
were restored b> him; for he had no other copy, and had 
forgotten them. What wns the real ground of the quarrel 
between Gray nnd Walpote when abroad, I do not know; 
but have reusun to believ-i tluit It nas of too deep a nature 
ever to be eradicated from U^ray'e bosom ; whieh I gather from 
eertoin expressions half dropped to Ur. Bublnsun. Mr. R. 
thought Gray not only a great poet, but ua exemplaiTj 
amiable, and virtuous man. Gray's poem oil 'Lord Holland' 

and vol. xlriii. p. GS; that on ' Jemmj TwiCcher,' in vol. iii. 
p. 39. 

When he went to court to hies the king's hand t for hia 
place, he felt a mixture of shyness and pride, wbid^ he ex- 



The pleHssnleEt InDming that I passed at Camhiidge, was 
in company with Mr. Gray, and some critics, at the rehearsal 
of the music for hia ode, previous to its grand peiformanoe 
at the Senate House: and I thought that as be had ao many 

as well be bad lu deal with tlie pliant Dr. Kandall, rather 
than with some of the able eompoaera in Oie metropolia. 

the Chancellor himaelf; fur tlie press was teeming with abuse. 



' What it for nothing once you kist 
Against tiie grain, a monaroh'a fiat.' 

Swift's Misc. vol. V. p. 162. 
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and a rery satiiieal parofly mw then preparing, wMch soon 
aflerwarda appoftted. His own delioioua uda must olwaya i» 
whuired, yet tlile envenomed slinJt visa so pointedly levelled 
at bim. thougli to affaoted in his letter to Mwon to disregard 
It, that «itli his fine feelings be was not only annoyed, but 
Tery aerioualy hurt by it, — v, Groduck^B Mem. p. 107-&. 

From time to Ume 1 had treaanred np many bon-mota of 
Elmj oommunioatad by Mr. Tyson, nnd by the former follow- 
oollegiau of Oray, the Bbi. Mr. Sparrow, of Waltliamslaw, 
trhowas alnaja attentiTe to his witty eSaslons. Some few 
of these hata Iwen printed inoorrectly, nnd freely irestowed 
on others in the Jobusoniana. Johnson waa highly displeased, 
that any should be attributed to htm, na mEntioaed l)y Mr. 
DftTies. When he was publiahiog his life of (Iray, I gave 
him several anecdotes, bnt he waa vary anjions ea soon na 
poE^blo to get to the end of his labours. Nut long since I 
reoeived a very kind message from the Bev. Hr. Bright, 
Slieffiogton Hall, Leioester^hire. to intumt me that he had 
wished to depnsit with me all the remiuniog documents and 
papers of Gray,Ba beqaeathed to him by Mr. Stonahewar, 
but that he found tbnt they all had been carried off to Home 
inadvertently by a learned Editor. If reouyered thej ahonld 
tertainly be oonagned to me. — Id. p. 18S4. 
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Append rx D. 

{See page isii. *.) 
' ThB curfew tollB the knoll of porting daj,' 

Dr. Warton would read "Tba ourfew tolls! — Ibe knell of 
parUogday," The ourfuw-ifj; is the ganeial expression of the 
old poel^; the word ■ toll* la not the appropriate verb; it was 
not a lion bell lulling for the dead; hence, 

■Cnrfew was rang! — Ijghts were setup in hosts.' 
And Siakeapeare, ' None sinoe the eurtew rang,' — and ' the 
Onrfew ball hath rang, 'Oa thrae o'clflok.' Hut thera Is on- 
other error; n contuBion of time. The onrfen tolls, ond the 

two or three hoars before the ourfew ringa; and ' the glimmer- 
ing Itrndaoape' bus lung ceased to fade before the curfew. 
'TkB parting dog ' is alau inoorreel; the daj liud long finished. 
Bnt if the word 'curfew' ia token siniplj fur the 'evening- 
hell,' then also ia the tjme incorreBt; and n tncU is not tolled 
for the parting, but for the patted, 

'And leaves the world lotdtirknraj atld to me.' 

' Hon fadei the glimmering landEcspe on the sight.' 

Here the iueldEnla, instead of being progressive, fall haek, 

and make the pictuie confused and inbiLiniouious; especiallj, 

aa it appears aoou after, that it was not dark; for ' The moping 

'Jifolest her antient solitarj roign.' 



* The expletives 'does,' and 'do,' and 'did,' were, we oon- 
^ered, discarded from English poetiy, hj Pope's taste add 
skill ; who pi-ovcd that he oould oonstruct his musical lines 
without them. Thej have Jatclj come to life again (or rather, 
nppear only to have been banished, and not destroyed,) In oar 
modem tragedies, of which Mr. Maturin'a B-Tii-am aHhrds a 
good specimen, as pointed out by Mr. Coleridge. 

and appal I'd. 
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had the 'Biitiqua regno.' of the Lado poela in his mind, and 
the 'deaiiW. regna.' BoEidcB, to 'motel a mgn,' is a very 
ungiacetul and jiiust udueuuI eipresaiun ; and uulj endiu-ed 

' \1 hero /ifovtj tlie turf in mitny a mouldering heap,' 
This ia redundant. 

' For them no rooi'e the blazing hcarlh shall bum,' 

If the hearth Woi'i, nf oourse it mnst bum ; but 'blaiing 
hearth ' Giu,y had from Thomson, and ' burn ' ttas added tor 
the rhyme, 'return.' 

• No more shall ronae them from Ihek lowly i>ed,' 
Here the epithet laiulii, as applied to b/d, ooensions an ambi- 
guity, as to crlielher (he poet meant the bed on whieh they 
Bleep, or the grave in Hhich Ihey are laid, which ia in poetry 
called a (™ or lawli/ bed. Of ooui'se the fiivioer ia designed! 
but Mr. Lli<yd, in A-» Lali-^ tram,l«lii>a, ibi\(mA it fir the latter. 
There can he no greiOer fliult in aomposition than a doubtful 
meaning, — vitauda in primis amlnguitaa. 

' Or basy housewife p!ji her ereningiMrt.' 



rrow oft the sluitnnt glrbe has brolte; 
DCund did they diive l.i,iia leam afiM; 
it the woods beneath their stunly elroke,' 

_ a Milton ; 'sturdy 

compiisitions, and ihrre/hre sueh the eaoae of bis tniperfeotiens. 
I^irity of iangun^te, aoeurnoy of thought, and even similarity 
of rbym«< — all give nny tu the introduction of oer(aia poQt> 
oal ejEpreaviona ', in Eutt, th« beautiful .Jewel, when brought, 
does not Rl into the new setting, or looket. Saeh is the didb- 
renoe between the flower slack Into the ground, and those that 

The short and simple annals of tJie paar.' 

A very imperfect rhyme, suoh as Swift wonld not have 
aliened, and ought not tu baie appealed in sueh a poem, 
where the finishing is supposed to he high, and the eipreseioa 
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' And all that beauty, oil Uiat wealth e'er gaw.' 

Thia expresBion amply racnna ' beauty and wealth,' and il 
luuon ivi'iikeneil by tlie oddilion e'er gOBt, ivbioh was neoessary 
for the rhyme ' grave.' 

' Nor yon, JO pruud, impiUe to ihese Ihe faub.' 
A prosaic and aolloquial lioa. 

• GiHi Honoflr'B voice j>rdiH>fifitho silent dust 1' 

An unusually bold expreEsion, (o say the least. Pope bajs, 

• But whon our oouHtrj'a cauBO prmote) tourma." 

' Perhaps in this neglected spot ij laid 

Some heart onoe pregnaat with celcatial fii^j; 
Honda that the rod of empire might have sway'd,* &0, 
Inoorreot ia the syntax: — 'Some hands m laid.' 

' Hands that the rod of tmjiri might have swaj'd.' 
Th9 rod of empiro' is rather a semi-burlesque expression, 
than a serloua ono, and degrades the image. Tickell has a 
bettor: — 

' Proud names, that ouee the rrins of empire held.' 

But then tho rhymo ' sway'd ' would not have done. We see, 
while writing iliis, that ' mins ' was in the or\ginal MS., 
and undoubtedly dispossessed of its place fur the sake of the 

■ But Itnowledge to thflr eyes her ample page, 

lUoh with the spoils of limo, did ne'er uuvoU,' &c. 
It is □oCBBsary to go bask six stunzas to find ihe suhjeot tO 
nhieh the relative lAiir refers; i.e. 

' Tho short and simple annals of the Pooh.' 

' Rich with Ihe tpoila of time, did oe'er unroll.' 
Thia fine expres^on Is lal<ea IVom Sir Thnmna Broime'l 
Bellgio Medici — ' Aich with the spoils of Nature.' 

' Chill Penury repress'd their noble rage.' 
The use of tho word 'rage ' for desiro, if not introdueod by 
Pope, was too much used by him. 

' So just thy skill, so regular Ihy ragsi ' 
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cviu ArrEMDix. 

ADd, 

' Ea Justly wsnn'd by jouc own niahe rage. 

• Some villiige Ilampden, thai with dauntless 
It sLould be ' who,' instead of ' that.' 

' To eoatter plenty o'era smiling land.' 
This is from Tiekell — 

< To aaattar bleasiaga on tba BriUsh lind.' 
' From insult to prolnol.' ' Sonlpture deelt'd, 



' Their lot forbade, — nor wrcumaorib'd alone 

Their growing Tirtnes, bulUieif orlm«a ootiBn'd — 
Forbade to mute thi-ongh slaughter to a, throne. 

Or shut the gates of mercy en mankind^ 
The atruggiiog pangs of oonscions truth to bide. 

To quoiioh the blushes of ingenuous sbame. 
Or hoap the shrine of luxurv and niide 

Witb 



throna into the first, and then the whula should cnnelude with 
the grciilest mime, the grandest Imagery, and tba flnislied 

' Forbade to wade through slaughter to a throne. 

There should the deseriplion dose; oil nfter that moat ba 



must break the gramnin^onl oonatruetiun. The lirsc line is 
from Di-ummond:— ' Ear from the madding worldling's hoMsa 

' Loft the UKinKprecincliof the cheerful day. 
• PrceinotB,' a lifeleas and proaaio word ; and unsuitod to the 
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E'en in our aahea lire tbeir wonted firos.' 
' KoBS drops' i! from Ovid — 'pite lacrjoue; ' 'tSoaing eje,' 
ia from Pope's Klegy; ' Voice of Nature,' from lie Antho- 
logia; and tlie lust line from Cliauoet — 

■ Yet ia om ashes cold is fire preken.' 
From so manj diSevent quarries are the atones bronght to form 
tliis elaborate moaiua pavoment. From thia stnnaa the 3t;le 
of Bompoaition dropa Inhj a lower iey; the language fa plitiner, 
and ia not in baruiun; nltb the splendid and el»bi>rHte dietion 
of the former part. Mr. Mason saj^s It has a Doiio delioaoy. 



Suoh imperfect 


rhyme: 


sare 


not allowable io abort * 


md finiahed 


poems. Add ao 




e followmn sti 






bimWne' 


— 'boDeathjoi 


iV«l 


iklFX 


..' Andi 


in the XX 1 


tnd: 


uci slonias. 


there are foor li 


in^in 


thei 




>mid 




•dgh.'-Bupplj, 


,■ 'die. 












' Hoi7 drooping «> 


3flll-: 


iMB, like 


one forlor 






'Wotal-wan'i! 


notab 






)ouDd,aud 




t be divided 






'iT 


fur auch 


they are, 


V.ilt 





fVom the kandmffs of tiie hyphen, Hurd has wrongly givaa 
' laaj-piimng,' and ' barren-3pitUef!,"and ' high-sighted,' as 
oomponnd epithets, in his notes on Horece'a Art of Poetry ! 

' Nor up the lawn, nor ot the wood Baa he.' 
A Tery bald, flat, prosiue line. 

* !Fair Scleaee ftown'd not on hb bnmble birth,' 
Sneb personifiaatlons are not in the taste of onr old and best 
writers, butgroti op in modoiTi ames. Dodalej's Speoimens 
are full of them. So little did the printer know abont it, Uiat 

is oorreet, ^ wetl as beautifully poetical: '- 
' Quaiu tH, Mflpammr, semel 
Noacenteui plaoido lumlae rideris,' 
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lljes from tlieir dread aiiodo.' 



ADDmOSAL NOTES. 



Odi on iIk Derilh of a fawwilt Cat, 
So Lady M. Montagu, ia one of her Toam Edagvta, wlittBD 



' Where the tM jar erects its atntely pride, 
Witk aaijo ehipea in Chma's axarr dy'd,' 

JiiJfly— The ToUntt. 

' Save irhere the beetle wheals hia droning ili^t.' 

Ele 

'ta lAdj M. Montagu 



le realma of night. 
While the eura'd phantoma praise hor drmimg JligAl.' 
The C<,BrJ of Dallneas. D. 
' "nil the sad Nine, in Sreeoa'a oyil hour. 
Left their Fatno^au!.' io. Pwsr,., ,/ J-smj. 

Compare Osbriel Earvcy: 

'Itia not long, Binoe the guodljest graoeB of the ronst nohle 
eomnionneallties upon eatth, Eioquenoe in apeech, and Oivility 
in manners, ariiuad in thaae remote parts of tlie world: it was 
a happy reuolulion of the haaueua, and nortby to be ebro- 
nicled in on Eugliah Ijuy, nben liberis fia«ed into Che 
Thamsa; Athens removed to London; pnre Italy and fine 
Greece planted themaehias in rich England; Apollo nith hia 
delicate troupe of Muses foraooke bis old monntalnee and 
riuera, and frequented a neiT Parnosens, and an oUier Helioon, 
nothinge Inferiour to the olde, when they were most Boleninoly 
haunted of dluioe wittes, that taught Ehetoriqne to speaka 
with applause, and Poetry to «ng inth odmimiiDa.' Fitrci'a 
•St^frervgalitmt 15^3, p. 15. J). 

' Amaaamenl, m hia Tan, with flight cnmlin'd. 
And Sorrow's faded form, and Solitude behind.' 

The Bard, St. ii. 1. 
So Swift: 

' On he went, and in his v»a Confusion and Amnae, while 
Horror and AfEidgbt broDght up the Hear.' 

BuHle of the Booh. D 
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DeBortptbn uf BavonBhire, in leWara to E, Southej, esq., vol. 
iii. p. 311. 

Jmi. 27, 130T. In iv ooiiTeraation whioh I bad with Mr. 
Halbias on Itoliiui lit«THture, he Informed me tbn,t Gray, 
tbough 3o great a poet bhnself, and an lulmirer of the poeCa 
of Itttlj, Has unnequainted vfitU the works of Guidi, Menzioi, 
TitliK^a, StiB., and iadeed of almasb nil, tbab are contained in 
bis 'CuiDponomeatt Liiiei.' Ue hod once in bis poSEeasion ths 
commonploae buol: of Gray, and it contained leiy copiona 
extroota from the Commentary of Creaoembini. He told me 
that lie eould graUff me ndtJi a sight of t}ra}''e band writing, 
and fetched from his library afto^simile, being atind of eom- 
meotary in English on Pindar and Aristophanes. It was 
written remaikabty neat and pliun, biit rather etlS', and 
bearing evident marks of being nritten elcnly. It hod a 
great resemblance to the Ilnlian mode of nriting, every pnrt 
of the letters being nearly ef an equal tbiokneas. He wcota 
always with a orow-quill. 

Observing no obliteralions or erasures, and indeed only one 
or two interlineations, I remarked that it mnaC have been a 
foir copy, ond wondered how ha could have taken so muoh 
pains, unless he hod intended it for publication. Bnt Mr. 
Mabhias assnred me, that Qray was so averse to publicatbn, 
that hod not o suireptitioua copy of his ' Elegy in a Country 
Cbatch-yard' appeared, be never would have published it; 
and even when he did, it was without hia name. The reoaou 
that he waa ao correct, woa that he never committed any 
thing to paper till he had moat maturely considered it before 

Mr. Matbiaa explained to me how he was ao well acquainted 
with these particulars reapccting Gray, by infonning me that 
he was moat intimate with Mr. Nichols, the familiar friend 
and executor of Gray, who had lent him the M^. On my 
lamenting that they were never mode puhlio, he said that it 
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and as Uiese MS3. are never Hkel; tu be sincle publio, I sball 
enter mors atlai^ge upon the ooneideration of tiiein; at least 
as mucli ag a cursory inspeotion duriug a morning call wonld 

Aa Gray alnajs affixed (he date to crerything ha wrote, 
trliiith, as Mr. Mathiaa asaured me, was the eustom of Fe- 
trareh, it seems that he nrote hie renrnrlu on Findar at raider 
an early age. I think the date was 17*7. It is very closely 
written : the Greek eharaoters ore remarltiibly neat. Tft 
begins with the date of the oompo^Uon, and takes into his 
consideration almost every thing oonneeted n'ith it, hotb chro- 
nologically and historically. The not«ii of the Scholiaata do 
not eseape him, and he ia ao minute as to direot his attention 
to almost every expreaaion. He appears to have ccoonelled 
many apparent iueoiigruiljea, and to hare elucidated maay 
diffioul^es. I the more lament these valuable annolations 
remain unpublished, as they wonld prove that, in Che opiuum 
of so great a man, the English longui^ is in every reapeot 
adeqnate to esptess everything that oriticism the most eradita 
Dan require. It presented to my eye a most gratifying no- 
velty, to See the union oF GIreek and English, and to fiad that 
they haimonised together aa well as Greek and Latin. 

The remarks on.tbe piays of Atlatopbanee were so minnte, 
not only expressing nhere they were written fuid acl«d, but 
when they were revived, Chat, sa Mr. Mathias justly observed, 
*oae would think he waa reading the account uf some modeiii 
oomcdy, instead of the dramatic eompLielticn of about two 
thousand years old.' Gray also left behind bim very oopious 
remarks upon Plato, nhioh had also formerly been in Hr. Ma- 
thlaa's hands, likewise large collections respecting the customs 
of the anoients, &c. And so multirarious and rainnte were his 
investigations, that he directed his attention even to the Su- 
pellei, or household furniture of the ancients, collecting to- 
gether all the paa^gea of the classics tJiat hod any reference 
to Oie subject. 

Mr. MaUiias shewed me lliewise many sheets copied by 
Gray from some ItBliMU authw; also, I bolieve, an histoiioM 
flompoHlJon, and a gi-eat many genealogies, of which Qn,y 
was particularly fond. On my remarking that I wished Gray 
bad written less genealogies and more poetry, he informed me 
that the reason he had written so little poeb'y, was from the 

fessing) in the labour of compoaidon. Mr. Mathias Informed 
me that he had seeo the oiiginal copy of Giay'a ' Ode on the 
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Progreas of Poetry ! ' that Hici-e were not so many alterationa 
as he BJpeoted, nbioh vaa evidently owiug to his method of 
long prevtoua meditation, and tliat some of tho lipes were 
written three or four tlmoa over ; nnd tJicn, what is not always 
the oaae with an anthor, the best Is always adopted. 

He said there was nothing of whioh Gray had not the pro- 
foundest knowledge, at least of snob subjecls as oome under 
the deaomiuation of learning, except mathemaEics, of which, 
ns well as hia friend Mason, ho was completely ignorant, and 
-which he used fregneotty U> lament. He woa acquaintsd with 
botany, but hardly seems to have paid it the oompliment it 
deservea, when he Baid he learnt it merely for the soke of 
sparmg himself the trouble of thinking." 
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Appendix F. 
CLASSIFICATION OF THE POETS, 



Rymer, 5d part, p. 65, 66, 67, 11 PeWanJi, K Cstal 

ProvenifiilB. [PuetB 1 
1 a.l,nn1 nf (Ch^or's Tisionn* Rgmaunt of tha P 

'• s:,™?. ) fi~ !■'"»» "- -• ■=■" 


2. Soh 
Chft 


001. 1 Waller deMapes. 


3. Soh 
Pet 


Bftrl of Surrey, 
^j ^( Sir Thomas Wjat. 

''^- G.' GaB^j-M."^&a,n!l»tor of Arioato's 



{C Mirror of Mngistrates. 
I. Soliool of J Lord Buolihurat'a Induotion, Gorbodnck.— 
Otiginal of good Tragedy. — Seneoa his 
todel.] 



ler. Col. Clout, troio the Sohool of Atiosfo, and Pctrarut 

tmoalated from TaBso. 
. , „ fW. Brown's PaEtorals. 
^Mer ^^- ^'atoliBr'E Purplo Island. Alabaster, 

d froi J I'i='"itofJ' Eologuea. 
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fGoldiog. 

{ Edw. Fairfax. 

l^Hamngton. 



Sir Jul.!. Dftvis. 
Sir Jubn Beaumc 



T, Carey, 
G. Sandys, in 



Here an several mifitakes. Tlie first paragraph under .Mr& 
II. via. " Spenser, Cul. Clout, from the School of Arioato, and 
PetiacQli, translaiad from lasao," is unintelligible. Ws ha™ 
no English poem by Alabaattr. Qolding, I Italieve, Mansioted 
nothing from tile Italian, Sir Jolin Davies and Drayton wrote 
nearlj a£ soon as Donne. Carew, anS T. Carey, are the same 
person i and Thomas Garew, the person QJennt^ had published 
nothing when Waller wrote bis first poem. There is no poet 
of the name of Baynal. The person meant, I.anapeet, wna 
The. Ranilaft in irhiah way the name of Randolph the poet 
was often vrritten in the last century ; and Pope might not 
have bnowD that Randolph, nhom be mentioned before, and 
Tbo. Rnnrfa/, were the same person. [Malono.] » 

To these obseryfttions by Mr. Malone, I ahaliadd, that there 
docfl not tieem to he any just gronnd for placing Chjuicer in l>he 

* Bandall.— See Llewellyn's Poems, P. A. S. RaadalL 
Masters, Cartwright — Sea Dryden'a Art of Poetry, i. 243, 
' Randall in his Rufldo Strains.' See Pref. Poema to flajton's 
Chartte SoriptiB. Tom. Randall I 4to. ISiB. Baocrott'a 
Essay, ito. p. 2. T. Ratulall, See Baithf. Teate'fl Poems, 
1699, p. 1. Randall, and Davenant. Marlon nas spelt Mar- 
Icy, see Peele's Works, ed. Djce, ii. 110. 
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sehool of Provanoa. Mr. Trjwhitt aajs, "As to Chaaoer'a 
limgtiage, I have not obeerved, in any of his writings, n sinQle 
ph-ast or word, nMoh hoa the least appearsuioe of having ba^Ji 
fetohed b; him fiom tile aontJi of the Loire. With reepocb hi 

stance of imilabion bo produced, I ehnll be sloit to belieie, 
that in eithev be sver copied the poets of Provence, with wliose 
works, I apprehend, he had very iiWIe, if imy, aoqiuiiDtanca," 
[Cant, Tales, pref. p. xaiv.] Even T. Waitoo, in his Bmen- 
daKona and AddiOons to his second volume [p. i&8], says: " I 
hava Haver aSrmed tliat Chancer imitated the Frorenfat 
bards ; although it ia by no means improbable that he might 
have knovm their tales." Secondly, Davenant and Drayton 
can never be placed in the school of Donne.* Drayton should 
be ranked wich Spenser; where indeed Pope, in his conrcrsa- 
tJoa with Spence, placed him: and Davenant is a poet who 
approaches nearer lo Shakspeare, In (he beauty of his dasari^ 
tions, the tendemesB of Us thoughts, the aariooanesB of hia 
leeling, and the wlldnesa of his fitnoy. Cartwright did not 
Imitate Doone ; f and Cleveland ia a writer of a very peouliar 
style, which he fornied for himaelf. " The obtrusion of mv 
words on hia hearara (says Dijden) ia what the world has 
blamed in onrsattrL°l01eraland. To express a thing hard, and 
unnatnrally, is hia new way of eloen^n. There is thia difie- 
reace between his SaUraa and Donne's, that the one gives ns 
deep thoughts in oommon langnc^e, IJirough rough cadence; 
the other gives us common thonghiq in abstruse words." Es- 
say on Dramatis Poesy, p. 6S, 61. [See thia Catalogue la 
Malhios's Gray, vol. 11. p. 8.] 



Letter from T. Gray Id Thomas Wiatm, ia the paiasision . 
Al. CAalmere, Esq. See hia Ufe of T. W«Tlon, 



* Perhaps Pope alluded to SnoMing's verses to Davena 
" Thou host redeeni'd us, 17111; — and future Times 
Sholl not account unto the age's crimes 
Death of fierce Wit. Since the great Lord of it 
DoNNa parted hence: no man has over writ 

-)- Dryden Brst oallad Doane metaphysical. See We 
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design I cnoe had to give a History of English Poefij,* jou 
may well tLiak me rude or negligent, when yoa see mo hesi- 
tutiiig fur ao many montha, before I comply with your requeat; 
and yet, believe me, fen of your friends have been better 
pleosed tban I, to find tbis subject (aarelj neither nnentor- 
tainlDg nor uunseful) had fallen into hands so likely to do it 
jnstioe. Feiv haie fett a higher esteem for yom- talents, yoor 
taste, and induatiy. In truth, tha oidy cause of my delay 
baa been a sort of diffidenee, that noald not let me send yoa 
any thing, so short, so slight, and so imperfeot as the few ma- 
terials I bad bagnn to collect, or the observations I had made 

jeot, however, I venture to transcribe; and would wish to 

piEm,'lbr I am ield jour fii-at ?olnmo is in the press. 

INTRODUCTION. 

On the Poetry of the Gallia or Oeltio nations, as far back as 
it can be traced. On that of the Ooths, its Introduction into 
those islands by the Saxons and Danes, and its dnration. On 
the origin of rhyme among the Eranks, the Saiona, and Pro- 
Teo^aun. Some acooont of the Latin rhymmg poetiy, from its 
early origin, duwn to the flfleenth century. 
Pakt I. 

On the school of Provenco, which rose about the year 1100, 
and was aoon folloned by the Ftenoh and Italians. Their 
heroic poetry, or romances in verse, allegories, fabliaux, syr- 
vientes, comedies, farces, canioni, sonnetts, balhidea, madrigals, 
sestines,&o. Of their imitatoi-s, the French ; and of the firsi 
Italian School, commonly called the Sicilian, about the year 
1200, brongbt to perfecUon by Bante, Petrarch, Boeeaee, and 
othera. State of poetry in England from the Conqueet, 1066, 
or rather fi-cm Henry the Seeond's time, 1154, to the reign of 
Mwai'd the Third, 1337. 



• Sea a letter rromThos. Warlon to Garriok, June 28, 1T69, 

writing the History of English Poetry), but ho dropt it, as you 
may see by an Advt. to his Norway Odes. See Garricfe'g 
Coirea. vol. 355. 
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CXviii APPENDIX. 




ter, and maiia at largo. The different kii 
oelled. Gowev, Occieie, Lydgala, Hawe 
Ljodesay, Belleaden, Dimliic, Ae. 


ids in nhioli te ei. 
B, Gancn Douglaa 


PiKT III. 




Second Italian Sotool, of ArioalQ, Taasi 

of tke fifteenth eontuiy. The Lyrio Poe 
former age, introduced from Ilalj by L 
Wjat, Bryan Lord Vaoli, &B. in tho begini 


3, So., an improve- 
1 of letters, the end 
try of this and the 
oi-d SuiTey, Sir 1, 
ling of tiie sxteenth 



oontury. 

Pahi IV. 
Spenaor, his character. Subject of bis poem, allegoiie and 
romantic, of Frovon;al inTentioQ: but his manner of tracing it 
borrowed from the seeood Itolian sohool. — Drayton, Eiurfaa, 
Phlneos Fletcher, Gelding, Phaer, Ac. This school ends in 
MIton. A third Italian school, full of conceit, began in Ctueen 
Elisabeth's reign, oon&ined under James, nnd Charles the 
Unat, by Sonne, Crashuw, Cleveland ; ciuiied to its heigbt 
by Coniey, and ending pertiapa in Sprat. 

PiBT V. 

School of France, introduced after the Kostoiation.— Waller, 

Drydsn, Addisoa, Prior, and Pope, — ' which has continued to 



Ton will olieerTo tJiat my idea was in some measure taken 
from a ecribbled paper of Pope, of which I believe you have a 
copy. Tou vill also see, I had excluded Dramatio poetry en- 
tirely ; which if you had taken in, it nonld at least double the 
bulk and labonr of your book. 

I am, sir, with great esteem, 

Your most humblo and obedient servant, 
Tbomas Gbay. 
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I. ON THE SPRING. 

m by Oray to this <Me, wss 
ha first time in Dodder's 
uiiiectioD, Tol. ii. p. HI, under Uie title of 'Ode.' See 
Meleager's Ode tn Spring, and JoneB. Conim. Pues. A^dcae, 
p. 41J, This Ode ia formed on Horace's Ode od Bestium, i. i». 
Translated into latin in Mnsffi Elonens. Vol. ii, p. BO.] 

Lo ! where the rosy-bosom'd Hours, et. 

Fair Vonua' train, appear, Ij, 

Disclose the long-expecting flowers, g^ 

Ancl wake the purple year ! i^ 



Botes— Ver. 1. " The Qrnocs, and the rnsy.iomm'd 
Houra." Milton. Comua, y. 984. W. Thorns. Spring, 1007. 
V. 2. EoHomor, Hymn, BdVener, ii. 5: 

Ae^ovr' ifWraoraf irepi iT afitpora d/iar/i iaaav. 
The HovTs also ara joined with Vmns in the Hymn, nd Apol- 
lin. V. 194. And Bemod plnece them in her tiain i 

'apai KoMiifopJi ari^v asSeniv elapivoiaL, Ei^. ver. 75. 

V.3. "At that soft season when desBanding ahowers 

Call forth the greens, and wake the rinmg powers." 
Pope. Temple of Fame, b. i. v. 1. W. — Io some oditions, 
" eipeoted" is printed for " expecting." " The flowers that 
in ila wombeipeolJngliB." Diyden. AStviea Hedun. Rogers, 

V. 4. Apnleius. Huptiis Capid. et Psjo. vi. p. 427, ed. 
Ondandocp : " Horis, roas, et eieteria fioriboa purputatant 
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The Attic warbler pours her throat, "^ s 

Responsive to the cuckoo's note, ^ 

The nnfaught harmony of spring: SJ 

"While, wHsp'ring pleasure as they fly, \ 

Cool Zephyrs thro' the clear blue sky £ 

Their gather'd fragance fling. \ » 

Where'er the oak's thick branches stretch 

A. broader browner shade, 
Where'er the rude and moss-grown beech 

O'er-canopies the glade, 
Beside some water's rushy brink i^ 

With me the Muse shall sit, aad thiafe 

omnitt." Alao in tho Pervigil. Vener. T. IS : " Ipsa gemmiB 
papuranlcm pingit otinum floribra." Pope has tbe same 
expreaaion in hia Past, i, 26: " And laviali Nature painta the 
pipjile year," " Gales tint waie the pnrpla year." Mallot. 

T, S. Martiai^ Ejig. i. 5i! " Sio ubl multlaona fetvet saoer 
Atlhide iDCiia." Also in the Epitapblnm Athenaidoa apud 
Fabrettnm, p. 702; " Cam te, nate, fleo, planotna dabit Attica 
Aedon." And "Allica Tolueria." Propert. II. xri. 6.— 
Ovid. Halieut, v. Iio : *' Attiea avis vernll sub tempeatste 
queratus." Add Seneae Hero. (Et, v. 200, And Milton. 
Par. K. ir. 245: " Tiie Aifc &>-i trilla her thiek-warblsd 
BOtea." The eipreaaion "pours her throat" is from Pope. 
Bgsay on. Man, iii. 33 : " Is it for thee the linnet }«ws her 
throatV So Ovid. Trist lii. 12.8, " Indadli^t loquax 
gullure vernat avis," 

V, T — "The hollow CnokooHngB 



WhiBper'd it to tho woods." Par. L, viii. 516, 
r. Oomna. t, 089. and P. L. iv. 327, " Cool Zsplijt." Xnte. 
V. 13. Milton. Par. L. iv. 216 : " The unEiero'd siadt 
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(At ease reclia'd in rustic atate) 
How Yfun tJie ardour of the crowd, 
How low, how little are the proud, 

How indigent the great ! 

Still is the foiling hand of Care ; 

The panting herds repose : 
Yel^ hark, how thro' the peopled air 



So these lines appeared in Dodaley. Tha variation, e 
MasOQ informs ua, nos eutaequently mada to aroid the poii 



imbroaa'd tha nnontide toma-a." " Andtroatliea a J>on 
horror o'er tho woods," Pope. Btoleii. nO. W.—Thomi 
Cast, of Ind. i. 33; " Or Autumn's Tatiedsiadt! imbrovm 



" The lowing hirds to miirmuring hroota retreat, 
To closer shiuies the panlmg Hoolu removo : " 
" Jam pastor umbras oura grege languido 

lUruinque ftasna q,nffiric" Hor. lib. Itl. Od, ixiK. 21. 
V. 23. Thomson. Autumn, 836: " Wavn'd of approaoliing 
winter, gather'd, play tiis lOiaUmB-peiiple." And Walton. 
Compiele Anglor, p. 260; "Now the' wing'd peoplB ot the 
aky shall dag." Add Beaumont. Peyolie, st, IjxiLViil. p. 46: 
" BiBry tree myiaiplcil was with birds of softest Wiroats." 
BO Aiidplir. Up. p. 311. ^jioi/ lAov {pvEuv. and Max.Tjr. Sea 
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The busy e 
The insect-jouth are on tlie wing, 
Eager to taste the honied spring, 

And float amid the liquid noon : 
Some liglitly o'er the current skim. 
Some shew their gayly-gilded trim 

Quick-glaneing to the sun. 

To Contemplation's sober eye 

Such is the race of Man : 
And they that creep, and they that fly, 

Shall end where they began. 
Alike the Busy and the Gay 
But flutter thro' life's little day. 

In Fortune's varying colors drest: 



V. 34. Thus Milt™. Par. E. iy. MB; " The Bound of bees' 
indasirioas mrnmnr." Wakefield quotes TbomaDn. Spc. 606r 
" Thro' the aott Mr the busy nn(imi fly." And, 649: " But 
roatless hutiy thto' the buss "''•" Comparsalso Pop«. T, of 
Fame, 234. 

V. 2B. " Some to the sun their tjisecf-uUHj-s unfold." 
Pope. Eapa of the Look, ii. 59. W. This Bspteaaon maj 
have been su^ge^ted by a line in Green's Hermitage, quoted 
in Gray's Letter to Walpole; (see note at ver. 31.) 
" From maggot-youth thro' ehaitge of state 
They feel, like as, the turns of fate." 

V. 26. See Milton, aa qnoted by Wakefield: II Pen. ii2, 
Lyoid. 110, Sams. Ag. IDGiJ. 

V, ST. " Kare per (estntem liqnidam," Georg, It. 69. 
fiiray.— Tovhioh,ad(IOeorg.i.4D4-, Aud^n.T.626; x. 2T2. 
" There I enek tlie liquid nor." Milton. Comas, v. 960. 

V. SO. " Sporiang nith quick glimce, shew to the stm their 
wav'd ooats dropp'dnith gold," Par. L. vLi. ilO. Gray. — See 
also Pope, Horn. II. il. 661; ana Baeay on Man, ill. 65. 

V. 31. " While mseeta from the threahold preoch," Green, 
in the Grotto. Dodsley, Miso, y. p. 161. Gfoji.— Qray, in a 
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Brush'd by the hand of rough Mischar 
Or chill'd by ^e, their airy dance 
They leave, ia dust to resf^ 

Methinks I hear, in accente low, 

The sportive kind reply ; 
Poor raoralist ! and what art ihou ? 

A solitary fly ! 
Thy joys no glittering female meets, 
No hiye hast thou of hoarded sweets, 

No painted plumage to display : 
On hasty winga thy youth is flown ; 
Thy sun is set, thy spring is gone — 

We frolic while 'tis May. 



letter to H. Walpole, aaja: fsae Walpole's Worke, vol. v. 
p. S95.) " I sand you a bit of a thing for two reasons; first, 
because It is one of jonr favorIte's,Mr. M. Ghoen ; and next, 
because I would do jastice : tie ihrmghl on uihick my second 
Ode titna, (The Ode to Sprmg, aftenvaid! plaood jSrsf, by 
Ora;,) is mauifcsUy stole from theuce. Not that Ikuev it 
at the tune, but hiivlng seen this maaj years before; to bo 
snre it imprinted itaelf on my memory, and forgetting tho 
anther, I took it for mv own." Then follows the qnolatioa 
from Green's Srotto. Wakefield seems to have diecovered the 
original of this atiuiia in soma lines in Thomson. Snininer, 342. 

V. 37. " The varied odours run," Thorns, Spring, Lake. 

V.47. 

" From hranoh to branoh the amaller birds with song' 

Solae'd the woods, and sprsaS tbeir pahaed vxngs." 

Pur. I- vii. 4S8. W. And so Thomson. Spring, 682; Vii^. 

fieorg. iii. 243; .^In. Iv. 525; Glaudian, iv. 3, " PioOaque 

^umia." Phcedri Fab. iii. v. 18. 

V. 49. Tlanff (aior %« Mtmeiv. Theoerit. Idyll, i. 103, 
W. Alexis ap. Stobienm. lib, axv.: "R^?! yitp b 0iot ib/ibs 
"Emrfpof &ya. Plato has the same metaphorioftl espreBWon ; 
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GKATS POEMS. 



n.* ON THE DEATH OF A FAVOXmiTE CAT, 



[On a favoorite oat called Selima, that fall into a China Tnli 
vrith gold flshaa in it,and was arowned, MS. Whavton. "Wal- 
pole, after the death of Gtaj, planed the Cbina Vase on a 
padegtal at Strawbarrj Hill, with a few lines of the Oda for 
its insoription.] 

'TwAS on a lofty vase's side, 
Where China's gayest art liaci dy'd 
Tlie azure flowers, that blow ; 

Var. V. i. In the first edition the order of these linoa was 
" Tlie penai™ yelima realin'd. 



iia2c S'lv Soa/im^ to6 j3iou, de legib, torn, it p. 7T0, ed. 
Serronii and AiiatDleli3Poetiaa,oap.35! KoirSj^pof'Eojrepoi; 
0iov. Add OatuU. nd Leab. c. 6. T. 6. " Nobia, oum aemel 
oocidet brevis lus." TwinLig,in his translation of the Poetics, 
together with this line from Gray, has qnoted Com. of Err. 
(last aoene): "Yet'hatli my night 0/ !i/"e eome memory," see 
p. 103. It is a phmsB very oomiuon among the old Bnglieh 



p. 63, Ito. irith man; others. 

• This Ode first appeared in Dodaloy. Col. vol. ii. p. 2^'. 
with Boma variations ; only one of whioh is given by Mnsoi 
They are all noticed in this edition, oa they oocur. 

V. ). This expression iaa been aoGused of ledundanea b 
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Demurest of the tabhy kind, 

The pensive Selima, reclin'iL 

Gaz'd on the lake below. 

Her conscious tail her joy declar'd ; 
The fair round face, the snowy beard, 

The velvet of her paws. 
Her coat, that witli the tortoise vies. 
Her ears of jet, and emerald eyes. 

She aawj and pnrr'd applause. 

Still had she gaz'd ; but 'midst the tide 
Two angel forms were seen to glide. 
The Genii of the stream ; 

Vw. V. li. Krat Bait. " Two bewitacma fonuB; " a n 
iog that appeare to me preferable to tliB one now in 
text. 



Dr. Jobnaon anS Wakefield. Seo Todd'a Bi. of Comus, p. 
130. Gray, however, could have dafendea it by the usage of 
the aaeieot poets. See Ovid. Metam. ix. 93: " llunc taroen 
ntlol! domnit jactura deooria." And Statii Silv. II. v. 30: 
" UniuB amiiM l«tijjt jaclura leoniB." Ovid dd Liv. 185: 
" Juca silcnl, miUiogMf focnii rfne vindioe leges." In Jortin'a 
tCraeta, vol. i. p. 269, some examples of Buo^ redundant ex- 
prea^oD9 are oollected front the Ureek and Latja poets. Sao 
on this nibjeot also the notes of Burmann on Froperljns, lib. 
iff Bl. ™. V. 69; on Ovid, Met. li. 66, and on Posm. Loljohii, 
lib. i. el. 8. 37. In the Pmg. of Poesy, I. i. 5. " The laugh- 

Drummond. Mffiliades. Luke. 
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Their scaly armour's Tyrian hue 
Througli richest purple to the view 
Betiay'd a golden gleam. 

The hapless nymph with wonder saw : 
A wliiaker first, and tken a claw, 

"With many an ardent wish. 
She sto etch'd, in vain, to reach the prize. 

iyVTiat Cat's averse to fish? 

Presumptuous maid! with looks intent ; 
Again she stretch'd, again she bent, 

Nor knew the gulf between. 
(Malignant Fate sat hj, and Bmil'd) 
The slipp'iy verge her feet heguil'd, 

She tumbled headlong ju. ! 



Fundniitur, Tloto mblacet parpura nigra:," 

■Virg- Ceofg- iv. 27i, W. 
V. 18, "B.iaabiaiaghoTDBAiSas'i a goldm gleam," Pops, 
Winda. For. 331, " And Inoid ambar tasla a golden gleam," 
Temp, of Some, 253. 

"V". 42. Thia prororbial expres^on una a, faTOurito among 
the old Eagliali poets: 



Seo ChlHiiler. Cbsinone 
refers to the Farnbolte 

Hist. Poet, Mod. .^Bv. _. . , _._ 

eplondet ut aunim," Amung tho poonm published v 
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Eiglit times emerging from the flood, 
She mew'd to ev'ry wat'ry God, 

Some speedy aid to send. 
No Dolphin came, no Nereid stirr'd ; 
Nor cruel Tom, nor Susan heard. 

A fav'rite has no friend 1 

.From hence, ye beauties, undeceiT'd, 
VKnow, one false step is ne'er retriev'd, 

And he with caution hold. 
Not all that tempts your wand'ring eyes 
And heedless hearts is lawful prize, 

Nor all, that glisters, gold. 

Var. y. 36. " nor Earry heard. 

What famnirite has a friend 7 " First edit. 
T. 10. Strikes. MS. 



Snrrey'B, p. 226, edit, 1717: " Not eirerj gUWring gives the 
goH, tbat greedy folk desire." In the Paradise of Daintj 
Devises, "Ho Foe to a Flatterer," p. CO (reprint), is this 
line: '• But now I see all is not gold, that gliiierah in ihe eye." 
In England's Helioon, p. 104: " All is not gold, that sMnrth 
bright in show," Spenser. F. Queen, ii. B. 11: " Yet gold all 
is not, that doth golden seem." 

" Not every thinge that gives a ^lenma and glilt'ring sliowe, 
Is to he oonnted gold iudeede, this provcrbe well yon knon^,^ 
Turberville. Answer of a Womiui 1o her Lorer, st. iv 
" All as they Bay, that gliners Is not gold." 

Diyden. H. and Panfher. 
This poem fras uritten later than the first, third, and 
fonrth Odes, but was ai'ronged by Qray in this place, in hi* 
DRU edition. 
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Gil AY S POEJtS. 



Meuttnder. Inoert. Eragm. yar. 3B2. ed. Cler. p, 246 

[Sae Musffi Elonensea, vol. i. p. S29, and Brit. Bibliographer, 
yol. ii. p. 214.] 

Te distant Bpires, ye antique towers, 

That crown the wat'ry glade, 
Where grateful Science still adores 

Her Henry's t h*>lj' shade ; 
And ye, that from the stately brow » 

Of Windsor's heights th expanse below 

Of grove, of lawn, of mead survey, 



• This, as Maw>n informs us, wan t!ie frit EngOsh prcdno- 
UoQ of Grtij which appeared in print. I( vrAS published in 
flilio, in 1747, and appeared again in Dodaley, Col. toI. ii. 
p. 267, withont the name of the author. A Latin poem bj 
bim, On the Frinoe of Walea's Marriage, had appeared In 
the Cambridge Colleotiau, in 17S6, nhicn is inserted in this 

v. 2. " Haunt the watery glade." — 

Pope. Wind. For, Luke. 

t King Henr J the Sixth, founder of the College. 

V. 1, Soin the Bard, ii. 3: "Andspare th« meek usurper's 
Suit) head." And in Install. Ode, it. 12; " The miirder'ii 
,ami." So Eioh. III. act t. so. J: " JToiy King Henry." 
And act iv. so, 1: " When Mg Kmry died." This epithet 
baa a, peculiar propriety; as Henry the Sixth, though never 
ewioniBed, mw regarded as a sidnt. See BwTingtoii on the 
Statutes, p. 416, and Douce. Illuat. of Shukeap. ii. 38. " Yea 
and luilylltnry lying at Windsor." Bamlay. Bolog. p. 4, fol. 
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Whose tuif Ii hal h fl wera among 
Wanders 1 h a y Tl m In 
Hi3 silv w dmg w y w 

Ah, happy hill h 5 1 is ng had ! 

Ali,fien 11 dm an 
Where once my careless childhood stray 'd, 

A stranger yet to pain ! 
I feel the gales that from ye blow is 

A momentary bliss bestow, 

As waving fresh dieir gladsome wing, 
My weary aoul they seem to soothe, 
And, redolent of joy and youth, 

To breathe a second spring. » 

Say, father Thames, for thou hast seen 

Majeatio Windsor Hfta his jiWdcf/y i™io." 

Thoma. Sum. 1*12. W. 
V. 10. "The vale of Thames fair^indiag up." Thoraa. 
Sum. HIT, FontoD in his' Ode to Lord Gower, whioti wb9 
praised by Pope and Akeofitde, had these t^o lines, jii. 1 r 
" Or if invok'd where Thamei'i fruitful tides 
Blow thro' the Tttla in silver uolTimra play." 
Spenaer, toI. 1. p. 87 : " Silser-atreoming Tlamea." 
V. 15. " L'A^a gentil ohe roBserena i poggi 

DesCando i fior per qnesto omhroso boseo 
Al sonwsMo sj/irto riconosco." Petrotos, Bon. clri. 
v. 19. "And beoa their honey redolmi of spring." Dry- 
den's Foble on the Pytha^. System. Gray. — "And erery 
SeldbrednJmiqf <pr^|',"t.Wel3ted'aPoemB,p. 13. It ap- 
pears also in the Memoirs of Europe tonnrds the Close of the 
Sghth Century, by Mr3. Manly, 1J16, vol. ii. p. CT: "The 
lotely Endimion, rtdoleal of youth." See Todd, in a note to 
Sams. Agonist. (U11t«n, vol. if. p. 110.) 

V. ai. TUB invocation is toten from Green's Grotto: sea 
Dodsley. Coi. .vol. v. p. 169 



»i..,Goo^lf 



Full many a sprightly race 
DispovUng on thy margent green, 

The paths of pleasui-e trace ; 
Who foremost now delight to cleave, as 

"With pliant arm, thy glassy wave ? 

The captive linnet which enthral ? 
What idle progeny succeed 
To cLase the rolling drcle's speed, 

Or urge the flying ball so 

WhUe some on earnest business bent 

Their murm'ring labours ply 
'Gainst graver hours tliat bring constraint 

To sweeten liberty : 
Some bo ld adventure rs disdain ss 

The limits of thSr little reign, 

Viir. V. 29. " To ohosa tlia hoops illusive speed," us. 

" Say^ father TkamtSt irhoee gentlo paiso 
Gives leaio to ilew, wbat beauties grius 
Your flonarj brnihs, if yoa havr itttt." 
Perbaps both poeta thought of Conlej, vol. i. p. IIT: 
" Tb fields of Cnmbrldge, our dear Cambridge, lay. 
Have ymi not aem us walking every day." 
Dryden. An. Mirab. St. eosxiii. "(Mfatker Thamea riua'd 

V. 23. "By aloB Maamdor'a jnargsra $reen." Milton. Com 
232. W. 

V. W. "To virtue, in the jKKfc of pleasure trod." Pope. 
Eaeny on Man, iii. 23:1. 

V. 26. "On theglagaywave." Todd. ed. of Comua, p. 118 

Ihomson, on the tame aabjeet, usea aomenhat redundant Ian. 
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And unknown regions dare descry ; 
Still aa they run they look behind, 
They hear a voice in every wind, 

And snatch a fearful joy. 

Gay hope is theirs hy fancy fed. 

Less pleasing when possest ; 
The teaj- forgot aa soon as shed. 

The sunshine of the breast : 
Theirs buxom health of rosy hue, 
Wild wit, invention ever new, 

And lively cheer, of vigour born ; 
The thoughlless day, the easy niglit, 
The spirits pure, the slumbei-s light, 

That fly th' approach of morn. 



V, 30. " TLe senator at oriol.et urge !l,e bi,U." 

Pope. Dgn, iv. 5D2. 
V. 31. This line is taken ffom Cowley. Piijilorique Odo to 
OobbOB, ir. 1. p. 223: "Till uniiurai/i regmw U dnaiti." 

v. to. " Mngnmine post Inflhrymoa etiamnnm gaadia pat- 
ient." Stilt. Theb. I. 020. PoroUierexpi-esaioneof Uiisnaturij, 
Bee Wa^field's ncte. Add Stl. Itul. svi. 1S2, " Iffitoque pa- 
Tora." iMke. 

V. U. " Etam 
oidm snneblite." 

ther oheeke deuevaot ^ , ^r 

wMilton. Ps.lxxxir.S. 
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14 GSAI S POEMS. 

Alas! regardless of their doom, 

The little victims play ; 
No sense have they of ills fo come, 

Nor care heyond to-day: 
Yet see, how all around 'em wait a> 

The Jnjijisters of human fate, 

And black MisfiaiBne's Dalefu! train I 
Ah, show them where in ambush stand, 
'To seize their prey, the murth'rous hand ! 

Ah, tell them, they are men ! ao 

These shall the fury Passions tear, 

The vultures of the mind, 
Disdainful Anger, paUid Fear, 

And Shame that sculks behind ; 
Or pining Love shall waste their youth, m 
Or Jealousy, with rankling tooth, 

V. 51. "E'en now, regiinllesa ofkh doom, 

App1a,udjug honour luLunts his tomb,^^ 
Collins. Ode on the Death of Col. Russ, 4tli etanm of hia frst 

V. 65. Thcso two liaea resemble two in Broome. Ode on 
Melsuehol;, p. 23: 

"While round, stmt mimHera of fete. 
Pain, iind Diaeaae, and Sorrow wait." 
And Otway. Aloib. aod t, bo. 2. p. 84: "Then enter, je grm 
««««la^ offiai." 

V. 61. "The /iiry Pansionc from that flood hegan." Sec 
Pops. Eaaaj on Man, iii. IGT. 

T. 63. "Bitsttngoiaqne Metne," Stat. Theb. vii. 43. And 
from him Milton, Quint. Novemb. 148; " Essftnguisque Hor- 
ror." Pera. Sat. iii. v. llfi, " Timor albns." 

V. 66. " But gnawing- Mhnsy out of their sight, 

Spenaei. F. Q. yi. 23 
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ODE HI. 

That inly gnaws the secret heart; 
And Envy wan, and faded Care, 
Grim-visag'd comfortless Despair, 

And Sorrow's piercing dart. 

Amlji^on this shall tempt to rise, 

Then whirl the wretch from high, 
To hitter Sgorn a sacrifice, 

And grinning Infamy. 
The stings of FalseliaP^ those shall try. 
And hard TJnkindneas' alter'd eye. 

That mocks the tear it forc'd to tlow ; 
And keen Eemorse with blood defil'd, 
And moody Madness laughing wild 



Lo ! in the vale of years heneath 
A grisly troop are seen, 

V. 68. " With prtHSO eaongh for Emiy to look ican." 
Milton, Son. to Lawfis, xiii, 6. W. Par. L. i. COl, ■• Core 
aataonhis/adedoheelt," Lvhi, 

T. 69. Qrttj Iioa hare imitaMd ShaTiespeate. Koliaid III. 
not i. so. 1: " arim-visag'd War," and Com. of Eit. act i. so. 
1: " A naody and dull mulaniibol; kinsman lo grim and com- 
finlcss Deapair." Yarrlngton (Two Tra^. in one) "Grlm- 
viaag'd Despair." Todd. 

V. 76. « AlTeoted Eindana with on alter'd fiwe," Oryden. 
Hind, and FanCb. piuC iU. 

V.ID. "Jlfcdncsj laoghinE in liis irsful mood," Dryden. 
Pol. and Are. (b. ii. p. 4S. ed. Aik.) Gray. And bo E. Hen. 
VI. p. 1. aot iv. BO. 2: " But rather moorft/ mad.' And aot 
iii. so. 1: " Moody fury." Chancer. Knyghte'a Tale, 1162. 

V. 81. "Daolin'd into the vide of gsan," Othello, aot iii. 
K, 3. Compara also Vu^. Ma, yi. 375. 
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16 GRAYS POEMS. 

The piunful family of D^ajli, 

More liideous tliaii their queen; 
This racks the joints, this fires the yeins, 
That every labouring sinew strains, 
Those in the deeper vitals rage : 
lio ! Poverty, to fill the liand, 
That numhs the soul with icy hand, 
And slow-consuming Age. 

To each his suff'rings ; all are men, 

Condemn'd silike to groan ; 
The tender for another's pain, 

Th' unfeeling for his own. 
Yet, ah I why should they know their fate, 



V. 83. " Sate, Pear, and Grief, the family of Pmn," Pope. 
Bssfiy on Man, ii. 118. Drjden, Slate of Innoc. act r. sc. 1: 
"With ttU llie namitaaa famHj/ of Diath." Claiidlan men 
language tioCOisaiuilar: Cons. Honor, vi. S23: "Inferoo stri- 
dentea agrnine Morhi." And Jhv. Bat. X- 218 : " Ciroumsedlt 
agmine facto Morboram omne genne." Ilor- Od. 1. iil. SO, 

V. 84. See T. IVarion's Milt. p. 43S, 434, Bll, 

V.90. "HisjIouJ-mnsBmingfires." Sienstone. Lore and 

V. 95. We HiBot with the same thought in Milton. Com. ver. 



V. 93. Soph. Ajttx, T 

V. 99. See Prior, (Ep. to Hon. C. Montague, a 
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HrjIN TO ADVEllSITY, 

Since sorrow never comea too late, 
And happiness too swiftly flies? 

Thought would destroy their paradise. 

No more ; — where ignorance is hlisa, 
'Tis folly to be wise. 



HYMN TO ADVERSITY.* 



TAv ^vdv BpoToSf iS6- 
ca-vra, rp jtoAei /laSyw 
6£ura ftupiijf Ijttiw. 

i!scn, iGiJi. ver. 181. 

[This Oda, snggested by D'mnjaraa' Ode to Komesia. T. . 
tua. ed. Oiturd, p. 51, triinaloted bj 8. Mejriok, in B 
Fug. Poetrj, vol. iviii. p. ICl.] 

Daughtek of Jove, relentless power, 
Thou lamer of the human 'breast, 



— " Ignorance Is safe: 
I then elopb happily ; if knOHledge mend me not. 
Thou hast committBd a most oruel sm 
To wttke ma into judgmant." 
* Thla Hymn first ftppoared in Dodsley. Col. vol. iv. to- 
gother with the " Elegj iu a Conntrj Ohurohynrdi " and not, 
^ Mason saye, with the three foregoing Odes, vblch were 
published in the aMond volnme. In Mason'a edition it is 
sailed an Ode; but the title is now restored, aa it was ^ven 
bj the outiior. The motto from Jiaohjlus is not in Dodsley. 
V. 1. 'An;, who may be ofilled the goddess of Adversity, Is 
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]8 seat's poems. 

Whose iron scourge and tort'ring hour 

The bad affright, afflict the bestl 
Bound in thy adamantine chain, i 

The proud are taught to taste of pain, 
And parple tyrants vainly groan 
"With pangs unfelt hefore, unpitied and alone. 

When iirst thy aire to send on earth 

Virtue, Hs darling child, design'd, lo 

BE^d by Homer to bB the Havghiex of Jnpitan II. r. 91. 
TlpcaSa A6f dvyiinip 'An], 5 jruiiTOf uarai. PerhapB, hoff. 
ever, Gray only iillutled to t^e pasas^ of l^^lijlus nhieh lia 
quoted, and wbich deaoribea Affliction ae sent b; Jopiter for 
tiiB benefit of man. Potter in his tianslatiun hua bod an «ye 
on Gmy. See hie Transl. p. 19. 

V. 2. "Thenlie,grBiitts»ia-of»llfainia«ort," Pope. Dnn. 
i. I6S. 

y. 3. "Affliction's inn flaS." Fletober. Porp, Isl. fe. 18. 

Ibid. In Wakefield's note, he remarka an impropriety in the 

poet joining to a material image, the "torturing hour." If 

there be an impropriety in this, it mnat rest ivith Milton, from 

whom Gray boiTowed the verso: 

" when the scDM'-gf 

Inesomlily, and the fortarmg Aour, 
Calls us to peoanoe." Par. Lost, ii. 90. 

Bnt this mode of apeeoh ia antborizefl by nnpont and modern 
poola. In Virgil'a deaoiiption of the lightning which the Cy- 
olopes wrought Cor Jnpiter, Ma. liii. 120. 

" Tres imbria (orti radioa, ti-es nubis aquoate 
Addideiunt, rudli tree ignis, et alitls Austiti 
J^igo™ Duno horri&joa, muUvviqui, msumqui 
Miaoobant," Ac. 
In Par. Lost, x. 297, aa tho original punctuBtion stood: 
" Bound with Gorgonlan rigor not to move, 
And with AaphaHJo sUiae." I 

1 ThiB mmolaati 
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To thee he gaye the heav'nly birth, 

And bade to form her infant mind. 
Stern rugged nurse ! thy rigid lore 
"With patience many a year she bore: 
What sorrow was, thou bad'st her Imow, 
And from her own she learn'd to melt at others' n 

Scar'd at thy frown terriflc, fly 
SeU-pleasing Folly's idle brood, 

"Wild Laughter, Noise, and thoughtless Joy 
And leave us leisure to be good. 

Light they disperse, and with them go 

The summer friend, the flatt'ring foe ; 



V. 5. 

i. 48: '■ 

adamantine chajJUt ^'^^ pflzia] firfl.*' And the expr^si 
oooniB also in t^a Works of Speceer, SrtimQioad, IFLetel 
and Dmyton. Bee Todd's note on Milton. " In a/laiuinlini 
chains shnll Defttb he bound," Popo. Messiah, vet. 47; a 
laatl?, Monil. Asljvn. lib. i. 021. And Boi3a>o. on Philo 

V. 1. " Till some new tyrani lifts bis purple hnjid," Pope. 
Two Choruaaa, var. 23, Wakefield cites Hovoco, lib. i. od 
xxxv. 12: " i'lupura metunnt rjranm'." Add Taaso. Gier 
lib. 0. yii. Lakr. 

V. 8. " Strange horror SBiae thoe, and pan^s wn/dl before.' 

T. IS. An expreeslon similar to tliis ocQurs !n Sidney 

Aroaditt, TOl. iil. p. 100: " 111 fortune, my owful governess." 

V. 16. " Hon ignara 

V. 20. ■ 

Hnrd's Cowlej, to!, i. p. ISG; and the note of the ed 
" And know I bftve not yet Ihe leisure to be good," Oldl 
Ode, et. T. vol. i. p. B3. 

V, 22. " I?or mm, like bnttfirfliea, 

8heir not thoir mealy wings, but to the snmmer." 
Troil. and Cceea. A. iii. s 
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30 gray's poems. 

By vain Prosperity receiv'd, 
To her they yow their truth, and are again heliev'd. 

"Wisdom in sable garb array'd, m 

Immera'd in rapt'rous thouglit profound, 

And Melancholy, silent maid, 

"With leaden eye that loves the ground, 

StiU on thy solemn steps attend : 

Warm Charity, the gen'ral friend, » 

"Witli Justice, to herself severe, 
And Pity, dropping soft the sadly-pleasing tear. 

Oh I gently on thy suppliant's head, 

Di-ead goddess, lay thy ehast'ning hand ! 

Not in thy Gorgon terrors clad, » 

Not circled with the vengeful band 



Also, " The oominoQ people swarm like summer files, 

Hen:7 VL P. iii. not 2. ao. 9. " Saoh amnmar-birds ara man ! " 
Tim. of AUi. iiot Ui. ao. T. Bub the eXB:at expieeaion is Qeorge 
Herbert's; *' full snd flow, like leaves, about ine, or like sum- 
mtr-fiimd!, llios of estatas and suosbino," Temple, p. 396. 
And (The W. Devil) v. Dodaley's Old Plnja, vol. vi. p. 302. 
"Oneanmmecahe." Quades. Sion'a Elegies, six. "Ah,eam- 
immar ends." Mr. Rflgets quotes 
mar friendship." Gray 
I, lib. I. Od. mv. 25. 
V. 2a. " O'erlaid with bladt, staid WWnm's hue." 

II Ponser. 16, W, 
V. 2B. " With a siid liadeit downward cast, 
Thau fix thtm on Ike ertnh as fast." 
n Penssr. 43. W, " So kndan eyes." Sidney. Astroph. and 
Stallft, Bong 7. " And stopd ega Ihal tnir iuiml (Ac j^tiiid," 
Drydan. Cim. iiiid Iphig. v. 57. " Melanoholy lifts har head," 
Pope. Ode on Bt. Oec. y. 30. " The sad ODoipaniaii, iluU'tyed 
ittlaaohiits," Pericles, oot i. en. 2. And so ne rsod " leaden 
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HTiOf TO ADVERSITY. 21 

(As by the impious thou art seen) 
TVith thund'ring voice, and threat'uing mien, 
With screaming Horror's fun'ral cry, 
Despair, and fell Disease, and ghastly Poverty : *o 

Thy form henign, oh goddess, wear, 

Thy milder influence impart, 
Thy philosophic train he tliere 

To soften, not to wound, my heart. 
The gen'rous spark extinct revive, 4s 

Teaeh me to love and to forgive. 
Exact my own defects to scan, 
What others are to feel, and know myself a Man. 



ContM 
meub. 


nplation ' 
PassioiuL 


■' in Love's Lab. Loat, act iv. flC. 3 . 
toMudman, ooliU. ea. 1: 


In 


Eeau- 




'■ A look thafa fust 
A tongue cbida'd 


BQ'd to the gronnd, 
up wittout a Boand." 






y.a 


:I. "Tol 
To 


Servants iiod, 
notlditg inr her 


to Priendahip clear. 






Caroff 


. Poema, 


p. 87. And 










" M^e 


of tliyaelf alo 
be so j«,l, or , 


no, for none there wer 
jould be so .™Br*." 






Oldhlim. Ode on Bon JouK 
others, to himself severe," 
Mnaes' friend unto hitoaelta 
" Cimdid to all, but to himi 


.n, p. 71, vol. ii. " For) 
Dtjden. Miso. vi. 322. ■ 
evere," Waller. Poems, p 
lelf aevare." B. Smith. El. 


"The 
.149. 
on J. 



Philips, V. Lintot. Miso. p. 161. 

Ver. 32. " Onrs be the leaieiit, not Tinpltnaag tear," Thom- 
son. Mr. Eogera quotes Dryden. Virg. ^n. i. a " sadly- 
pleasing thought." 
7. 36. " OoTgonriiii Wrpeg crinem mutBTJt In hydros. 

Nuns qaoquB, ut altonUoi formidmf trrrcat hoatei." 
Ovid. Met. iv. EOl. 

Gargoneu." ' Val. Flae. vI. ITS 

Milt. Par. L. ii. 611. " Medusa Kith Gorgoniaa terrorB." 
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THE PEOGEESS OF POESY. 



Awake, ^olian lyre, awake, 
And give to rapture all thy trembling strings. 

Vftl. v. 1. " Awake, mj Ijro; my glory, nake." MS. 



* When the author first puhliahea this and the following 
Odo, he ITOB oduisad, evoa hy hia Mends, to suhjoio some few 
explanatory notes; but had loo mneh respect for the under- 
Btanding of his readers to take that libertjr. Oray. 
V. 1. " Awake, my glory : aivake, lute and hwp." 

David's Psalms, Gray, 
" Awake, traake, my lyre. 
And tell thy silent inaster'a hnmhie tale." 

Cowley, Ode of David, tol, ii. p, 123, 
Pindar styles his OHti poetry, nilb its musical aecompani- 
meuts, AiQ2is jioXthi^ MoTliec ;topda£, Aio>Udui/ inioal oiiTJ^^ 
iEolian song, ^lian strings, the breath of the iEalian flute. 

The subfect and dmile, as asn»1 with Rndar, are united. 
The vailous smMea; cf poetry, whieh gliee life luid Justrb to 
ftli it touches, are here described; its quiet miyustio progress 
enHehing every subject (othenrise dry ajid barren) ^tb a 
pomp of diction and luxuriant harmony of numbers ; and ila 



' This note was oooaaioned by a strange mistake of the 
Critical Reviewers, who supposed the Ode addressed ^ the 
"Harpof £oluB." See Mnion, Memoirs, let. 2G, see. 1; and 
Crit. Rev. vol.iv. p. 167. And the Uterary Magaa, 1757, 
p, ill; at p. ISGof the same work, is am Ode to Gray an his 
Pindaric Odes. 
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THE PKOGEBSS OF P0E9T. 

From Helicon's harmonions springs 

A thousand rills their mazy progress take : 
The laughing flowers, that round them, hlow, 
Drink life and fragrance as they flow. 
Wow the rich stream of music winds along, 
Deep, majestic, smooth, and strong, 



.ling mighty things, 
rreao cioae, or elae diffus'd 
,io Etream, and colling on 



In HnnUngford, AjMlogy for hia Monostrophios, p. 80, 
rofeired to bj WakaBeld, aovepil pasaajea of Pindar are 
pointed ont, to which ho BuppoaoB t]^t Qray alluded, viz. 01. 

ii. ei, 2aa. vii. 12. lii. 6. 

V. i. " The melting Toice tlirough mnzes running." 

Milt. L'Allegro, 142. LuU. 
V. 6. " Albaqua da yiridi rijermii HUa pralo," Petron. 
osp. 117. " SMmai ooloonsla fundet ncaniAo," Virg. Eol. 
if. 20; and AohlUes Tatlus has the espceasion, rfl mrSW rji 
ie^iip^ yOiM. Sea Bunn. ad OTld. v. ii. p. 1023, 

V. 6, " Blbant violaria fontam," Virg. Georg. it. ver. 32. 
W. 

" And mounting in looae rohea tho stloa 
Shed tight and fiagranci as she fiiea." 

Green. Spleen, y. 79. 
T. T. Thia couplet seema to hate been EUggested by some 
lines of Pope. Hot. Bpist. II. ii. 171: 

" Pour the full Udo of eloquenoe along, 
Serenoly pure, and yet divinely Strang." 
Wakefield refera to Pope. Ceeilia, 10 : 

" While in more lengthened notca, and slow, 
Tho deep majestic solemn organs blOB." 
Dr. Berdmore of the Charter-Houae, in hia pamphlet on 
Utorary Heeemhtanee, p. 16, auppoaos that Gray had Horace 
inhi^mind. Od. UI. ziix. 32. 
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24 gkay's poems, 

Thro' verdant vales, and Ceres' golden reign ■ 
Now rolling down tbe steep amain, 
Headlong, impetuous, see it pour; 
Tlie rooks and nodding groves rebellow to the roa 
I. S, 

Oh! SoVreign of the willing soul. 
Parent of sweet and solemn-hreathing aira, 
Enchanting shell! the sullen Cares 

And frantic Passions hear thy soft controul. 
On Thracia's hills the Lord of War 

Vftr. V, 11. "'WiBi torrent rftptore, see it pour." ws. 



V. D. Sbeirstono. luscr. " Verdojit voles and fouut^DB 
bright." infte. 

V. 10. " ImmeBsuEoua ruit profundo Pinaarus ore." 

Hor. Od. If. 2. 8. 

V. 12. " And roctJ (ha bdlomng voice of boiling aesB 
resonnd," Dryden. Virg. Georg. i. " Hocks rebellow to the 
roar," Pope. Iliad. 

V, 13. Power of liarraony to oalm the totbulant sallies of 
the soul. The thoughts are borron-ed from tho first PytliiaQ 
of Pindar. Gray. 

V. 14. Milton. Comua, fiB5, " A soft and solomn-brcathing 
sound." See Todd's note. 

" V. 15. " While mdlen Cares (uid wither'd Age retreat," 
Ensdtm. Court of Venus, p. 101. " Revengefiil Carre and !ullen 
Sorrows dwell," Dryden. Virgil, ^n. vi. 247. " Careshnnsthy 
soft approaoii, and sallni flies away," Dryden. Oeyi. vol. iv. 
p 33, the same eipression ocenrs in many other poets. 

V. 17. " The God of War 

Wna drann triumphant on his iron ear." 

Dryden, vol. iii. fiO. ed. ■ffartor 
And Collins in his Ode to Peaee, ver. i: 

" Whan War, by vultures drawn aba. 
To Britain bent his iron car." 
'• Mavortift Thraoe," Statii Aoh. 1. SOI, Theb. vii. 34, and 
« Mars Thraoen ocoupat," Ovid. Ar. Am. ii. ver. 688. Virg. 
M». ill. 36. " Gradlvumqne patrem (Jutiois qui priesldet 
arria." T. BenU. on Hot. Od. L siv 19. 
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25 



Has curb'd the fury of his car, 

And dropt his thirsty lance at thy command. 

Perching on the sceptred hand m 

Of Joye, thy magic luUs the feather'd king 

With ruffled plumes and flawing wing: 

Quench'd in dark clouds o£slumher lie 

The terrors of his beak, and lightnings of his eye. 

1.3. 
Thee the voice, the dance, obey, ^ 

Temper'd to thy warbled lay. 

Var. V. 23. Sa'k] Bliek, iis. 



V, 19. '■ Winn'st from bis Mi 



is GiUl grasp tlie spear." 
Collins. Ode to Meioj, » 



la tha Lnsus Poetioi of Jordn (Hymn to Harmony, p. 4S), 
pnbliehed in 1732, is tbe following oonplet, strongly resembling 
titaj's, and from tlie siune source : 

" ThoQ lOftk'at tbo God of Wot fcrsnke the 6<ld, 

And drop his ifiiiEe,axvl lay aside bis shield.^' 

Bee also Oidd. Fasti, iii. r. 1: *' BelUoe, depositis oljpeo pau-. 

liaper eb hastil, Mnrs, iides." Clandiani Piiif. in Eufin. lib. u. 

" Thirsty blade," Spens. I. Q, i. v. xv. 

V. 20. This is a weak imitation of some banutirul lines in 
the saina oda. Gray. Pylh. i. ver. 10; and see D. Stewart. 
Philos. Essays, p. 373. For an error in the imagery of this 
line, see Class. Jaum. So. xiil. p. -m. 

V. 21. " Brcry tbivl of tyrant wing. 

Save the Eagle ftathf^d King." 

Shakes. Pass. Pilg. ii. 

V. 22. H. Walpole, in deserihing Uie famous Bucciipodagli 
eagle, of Greek soulptare, Eays: " Mr. Qray h;iB drawn tha 
' figging wing.' " See Works, vol. tl. p. 46S. Philips (Post. 
6.) " She bangs her flagging wings; " Lake, Add A. Bebn 
on the D. of Bnokiogliam, v. Works, t, ii. p. SOS: " Now 
with their "broken notes and flagging wing." See Wakef. on 
■Vlrg. Georg. iv. 137; G. Steepens quotes Konaard, Ode sail, 
ed. 1632, fol. 

v. 25. Power of harmony to prodnoe all the graces of 
motion in tho body. Gray. 

V. 26. " Tempering their sweetest notea unio thy lay," 
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2b GKAT S POEMS. 

O'er Idalia's velvet-green 

The i-oay-crowned Loves are seen 

On Cjtherea's day; 

With antic Sport, and hlue-eyed Pleasures, 

Frisking liglit in frolic measures ; 

Now pursuing, now retreating, 

Now in circling troops they meet: 
To brislt notes in cadence beating, 



Plotoher, P. Island, a. is. s. lii. and Ljoidns, 32. £ate. 
V. 21. " At length fair and apacaona green he spldB, 
Like calmest watera, phiin; like velva, eoft." 
Falrfox. Tiuso, xiii. 38. 
" She rears her flowers, and spreads her mtvet-grfai." 
Young. Love of I'wne, Sat. v. p. 128. 
This expression, it is nal! known, has met nith reprehension 
from Dr. Johnson; who appears by his oritieism to have 
supposed It first' Introduced by Siay. It was numbered, 
however, among the absurd expresaions of Pooe, by the authors 
of the AJeximdHad, (aome of the heroes of the Dunoiad,) see 
p. 288. It oconrs in a list of epithets and nonns which Pope 
had nsed, and which these authors held np to ridicule. 
V. 30. " I'll oharm the air to give a sound. 

While yon perform your onSc rmmd," 

Maob. net. iv. sa. 1. W. 
V. SI. " In frishfut glee, their frolica phiy, 

Thoms. Spring. Lake. 
V. 32. Wakefield refei^ to Callimaolii Hymn. Dian. 3. and 
Horn. II. S. 593. 
V 3S. Mnpiiapvy&s 'SilciTO jreSSiv ■Sav/m^ ic iv/ifi, 

" Or rustling turn the many-tmnkling leaves 
Of nspin tall." 

Thorns. Spring, 15T. W. 
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THE PROGRESS OF POESY. 27 

Glance tlieir many-twinkling feet. S5 

Slow melting strains their Queen's approacli de- 

"Where'er she tnrns, the Graces homage pay. 
With arms sublime, that float upon the air, 

la gliding state she wins her easy way : 
O'er ker warm cheek, and rising hosom, move *) 
The bloom of young Desire and purple light of 
Love. 

V. 36. Comparo the following stanza of a poem by Bartoo 



She pnssee for the Faphian q^uees ; 
Tke Grmfa all arauad herplas. 
The wood'riog gazers die Bway j 
Wlietlier her cosy body bend. 



Or gently fall, or slowly ripe; 
Or refammff or advaacmg, 
SmniTniiig rimnd, or sidehng glatiEmg, 
Strange force of modon tliat subdues the bddI." 
And Apnlaii. Metam. Lib. i. p. 349. ed. Dalph. 
V. 37. " For whereaoe'or she tum'd her face, thay bow'd." 

Dryden. Flowor and Lsaf, t. 191. 
V. S9, " Incesan patuit Dea," Virg, JEa. i. 405. And sea 
Hoyoe's quotaUon from EustatMaa; " On all eidea round 
enyjron'd, vrins hia way." Par. Lost, ii. 1016. 
V. 11. Aafiira ff hil wop^wplijai 

Phryoioas apud AthenKuoi. Gray. 
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n. 1. 

Han's feeble race what ills await! 
Labour, and Penury, the racks of Pain, 
Disease, and Sorrow's weeping train, 

And Death, sad refuge fi-om the storms of fate I J* 
The fond complaint^ my song, disprove, 
And justify the laws of Jove. 
Say, has he giv'n in vain the heav'nly Muse? 
Night and all her sickly dews. 
Her spectres wan, and biri^s of boding cry, so 
He gives to range the dreary sky ; 



V. 42. To oompensate the real and imaginary iUs of life, 
the Hnae was given to mankind by Ihe same Pruvideiiee Itat 
genda tlie day, by il; cliecrful prosonco, to dispel the gloom 
and teiTora of (he night. Gray. 
V. 46. " His fond oompliJnls," Addison. Cato, A. 1, 6. 
V. 49. Wakefield refera to Milton. Hymn to the Nativity, 
IKYi, and Par. Reg. It. 419. But a passage in Cowloy is 
pointed out by his lust edilor. Dr. Huid, as alluded to b; 
Gray, vol. L p. 195: 

"Night and her ugly sibjeots tbon dost fright. 
And Sleep, tiie laay owl of nighli; 
Asbam'd and fearfol t« appear. 

They akreen their horrid shapes with the black hemisphere." 
Thomson. Spring, "Bioklj damps." 
v. fiO. " Love not ao much the doletU knell 

And news the turfing aig/a-birds tell." 

Green. Grotto, 126. 
« Obacceni^ine Canea, imporlutuEque Volvcrfs 

Signa dabaat." Virg. Georg. i. v. 170. 

" Ho withers at the heart, and looka as loan 
As the pale spectre of a murder'd m&a." 

Dryden. Pal. and Aroite. B. 1, 
T. 63. " Or aean the moming'e well-appointed star 

emar gup 6 eoa em ' J^^j^^_ ^^^^ 

The couplet from Cowley has been wrongly quoted bj Gray, 
and so continued by bis different edilora. It occurs in Brutus, 
■Q Ode, Stan. ir. p. 171. to!. 1. Huid's ed.; 
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5 PROGRESS OF POEST. 



TiU down the eastern cliffs afar 

Hyperion's march they spy, and glitt'ring shafts 



" Oaa would have thcmght 't had hoard the i 
Or seen her well-appointed star 
Come moiching up the eastern hills afar." 



V, 6S. fn Mant's edition of Warton (vol. ii. p, 41), and in 
Sleevena's noia on IIaml«t (act i. bo. 2), it is remarked that 
all the English poot^ are guilty of Ijie Game false i/uaallts, 
nith regard to this nord, except Aben^de, as quoted b; 
Slant, Hymn to the Kaiads, 4(i; and the author of 'Fuimus 
Traes' by Steevena. See Dodaley. Old Playa,_ vii. p. 600. 

Oorreob; as will appear from the following qnolations: 
" That Hyperion far beyond hie bed 

Doth see onr lions vainp, our rosea spread. " 

Drummond (of Hanthornd,) Wand. Muses, p. ISO. 
•< Then Hyperion's son, pure fount of day. 
Did to his children the stmnge tale reveal." 

West. Kudar, 01. yiii. 22, p. 63. 

Oray has asod this nord again with the sanio qunnfity: 

Hymn to Ignotaooo, T. 12: " 'i'hrioa hath Hyperion roll'd Ms 

v. 63. " NoQ radii soils, noque liicida tela diei," Luoret. 



' The old English Poets (as Jortin remarlts) did not regard 
lantity. Spenser has lule, Pylades, CaphSreus, Rhcctoiui, 
mpbyon. Gasooyne in his " Ulthnnm Vale; " " liinde Eratt, 
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II. 2. 

In climes beyond tiie solar roai3, « 

Where shaggy forms o'er iee-huilt monntama roam, 
The Muse Las broke the twiliglit gloom 

To cheer the shivering native's dull abode. 
And oft, beneath tlie od'roua shade 
Of Chili's boundless forests laid, 
She deigns to hear the savage youth repeat, w 

Vor. V. 57, Suritrfnativea, 'ahiTering'mtheMarg. MS. 
Chill abodo, ' dull ■ in the Marg. MS, 

i.liS. vi. 33, AuaoniiMoEell. 269: " luciftrioue pavent letalia 
Ida diii." W. AM Eurip. Phcen. 171. ed. Poraon. 
Eiioif d/ma ■pJisyieav 

V. 54, Extensive influence of poetic genius over the re- 

and the virtues that naturally attend on it. [See the Etse! 
Norwe^n, and Weleh frngtnents; (be Laplam^ and Amerioan 
Eongs.] 

"EutraanniaolisqneTiaB— " TTrg. .ffin, vi. 795. 
" luCta loaCona dal camln del Eole. Petr. Cans. 2. G>rii^. 

" Oul of the KoZor tmilk, and beaien's bigb smy," Dryden. 
Tbrenod. August. St. 12. "Inter soHsque vias, ArcCosqna 
latentes," Manil. i. 450. Pope ttlw bos tbis eipreaaion: 
" Ear as tbe mlar vulk and milkj way," Essay on Man, eh. i. 
103. Stat. Sylv. iv. S. 156. " Ultra aidera, Dauuneumciaa 
aolem." 'HsXtoio neleieonc. Dlonys. Geogr. v. 17. 

V. SB. "Tbo nympba in ivnlighl skaile of tangled ttiekots 
mourn." Milton. Hymn to Nativ. at. is. W. 



and wanton ThaEa," TnrberviKe in the •' Vontroua Lover," 

" If so Leander durst, from Abjdon to Sest, 

To anim to Hero, whom he chose hia friend above the rest." 
Lord Sterline in hia " Tbird Hour," st. iiii. p. 50; "Then 
Pleiiules,Arotarn3, Orion, all," Id. p. 81: " Which oarrying 
Orion safely to the shore." But Orion liBS all Uio syllables 
doubtful. See Erythnei, Ind. Virg. art. Orion. Chaucer and 
Surrey have ClthSron. 
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In loose numbers wildly sweet, 
Their feather-cinctur'd chiefs and diiakj loves. 
Her track, where'er the goddess roves. 
Glory pursue, and geu'rous Shame, 
Th' unconquerable Mind, and freedom's Iioly flann 
II. 3. 
"Woods, that wave o'er Delphi's steep, 

T. 59. "Earth woe to them aioinJ/sii /oresi wild," 



MUton. L'AUog. 133. W. Hot. Od. iv. ii. 12, " Namoris- 
quB fertur lego aolutis." 

V. 62. " Gilt with fenther'd wooture," Par, L. ix. 1116. 

V.62. "BeaptheitownftiiitB.niidwoo their soHe Zones." 
Popa, Winds. For, 410, Omj'a epithet, as Dr. Warton re- 
marks, is the more florrect. He tiaa used it again; " The 
d-aski/ people drive before the galej" Prag. on Eduo. aad 8ov, 
V. 105. 

V. Gl. This use of the verb plnral afler the first aubatnntive 
ia ia Pindar's manner, Sea. x. 91. Pjth, i. 318, Horn. II. £. 
nt. W. "I oannothelp remarking (says Dugald Stewart, 
Philos, of the Human Mind, vol. i. p. 605, 8vo.) the effect of 
the solemn and uniform fiow of verse in this exquisite stanza, 
in retai-ding the pronnnidation of the reader, so as to arrest 
his attention to every suceesalve pioture, till it baa time to 



1. PI. of Ira. i. 468: "Love's holj flame." 
loonquerable mind," is in Hor. Od. ii. 1. 22. 



Grseoe to Italy, and from 
aot Qn]ii:qaainted with the 
ivTiunga of Dante .or of Petrari*, Jhe Eor! of Surrey and 
Sir Thomas Wyatt liad travelled iu Italy, and formed their 

Improved on them : but Uiis sohool expired soon after the Ke- 
storaljon, and a new one rrose on the French model, which 
baa Enbsisted ever aioee. Gray. 

"With hollovf shriek the steep of Dehthoa leaving." 

Milton. Hymn to HatJv. idx. W. 
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Isles tliat ci'own t!i' ^geaa deep, 
Fields, that cool Ilissus laves, 
Or where Mjeander'a amber waves 

In lingering lab'rinths creep, 

How do your tuneful echoes languish, 
Mute, hut to the voice of anguish ! 

Where each old poetic mountain 
Inspiration breath'd around; 

EVry shade and hallow'd fountain 
Murraur'd deep a solemn sound : 

Var. V. 76. "Mnrmur'd a crffrfioJ mund." lis 



V. 67. So Dionayii Perieg. v. 4; 

h ytip Igeimi 

IIuiTO x^irp, are i^oof dirfipiTOt iarci^avuTai, 
Ovid. MetB.iii. V. 338: "Silva eoronnl nqaw." And Seneoa 
<&dip. 4S8: "Saxos Mgsio TcdimUa Foato." And Jortin, in 
Lusus Poetici, vol. i. p. 4: 

"Oycliules spursas nbi Xuos inter 
Surgit jEgeo redimila Pou/o." 
V, GO. "There Susa by Choaspes.nmJn-sire-jm," Par. Eeg. 
ill, 238. " Rolls o'er Blyalon flowVa bee nmber sfreim," Pm. 
Lost, iii. 359. Callimnotii Cer. 29: 

h^ 'ifimSe M8ve. W. 
Towbioli add Kurip. Hipp. ver. 741. "Purior elaowo oam- 
pum petit ninnis," Vii^. Oeorg. iii. 520, 

Y. TO. " Hon Eecns ao ilquldie Pbrirgiis Mnandros In arvis 
Lndit, et amhigno inpsu refliiltque Suitque," Ot, Met. liii. 

V. 71. In tbe QuaHariy Review for July, 1814, p. 314, 

laimng ui iden similar to tbese of Qtaj: " Puetio fields enoom- 

V. 73. " Like tbat poe(« nwioilain to be higbt," «. West. 
Edno. C. 1. LalK. 

V, 75. Vitg. Eol. i. BJ, " 

V. 30. "Servitude that . 
ttall. V, W. 
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THE PK0GKES8 Of POESY. 33 

Tin the sad Nine, in Greece's evil hour, 
Left their Parnassus for the Latian plains. 

Alike they scorn the pomp of tyrant Power, 
And coward Vice, that revfiis in her chains, w 

When Latium had her lofty spirit lost. 

They sought, oh Albion ! next thy sea-encircled 
coast. 



Vl 



Far from the sun 

thy green lap was Nature's darling laid. 
What time, where lucid Avon stray'd, 

To him the mighty mother did unveil 
Her awful face ; the dauntless child 



V, 83. " Piu lortnn dal Ciel," Dnnte. II Inferno, o. is. 
V. 81. " Nuture'B darling." Shakespcnre. Gray. — This 
expression ceaurs ia Clevelaad. Poeioe, p. 3U: 
"Hei-e lies nibhiQ tbis eloa; chnde, 
lialurt'ji dirliag! wliom ahe inndo 
Her fairest model, her brief atory. 
In bim heaping nil her gloij." 
Stat. ?rheb. iv. 7B6, " At pncr in graraio vernffi tolluris." 
" The flowerj May, who from her griai lap tbrowa 
The yellow oowslip, and the pale primrose." 

Millon, Son, on May Morn, Gray. 
V. 85, Seneo. Thjest. 129, " gelido fluuiine lucidus Al- 
plmu" Luke. 

T. BO. " The mighly mother, and her son who brings 
The SmitMald mnaea to tba ear of kings." 

Pope. Dune. 1, 1, 
"A olond of fogs dilates her tsi-rfal face." Id. i. 262. W. 
See also Virg. Georg. 1. idO, by Dryden; 

" On the fnvn nirf tby careless limbs display. 
And celebrate Uie tniglas rnaiker's day." 
V. 87. " Animosus infana," Hor. iii. 4. 20. L«ke. Wake- 
field refers to Virg. Eelug. iv. 60: "Inoipe, parve pner.riBn 
eognoseere mnCrem." And Berdmore, in bis Literary Besem- 
blanoee, p. iH, to tbe desaription of the infant iiereules in 
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84 gkay's poems. 

Stretdi'd forth his little arras and smil'd. 
"This pencil take (she said), whose colours cleai 
Richly paint the veraal year: » 

Thine too these golden keys, immortal Boy I 
This can unlock the gal«s of joy; 
Of horror that, and thrilling fears, 
Or ope the saered source of sympathetic tears." 
in. 3. 
Nor second He, that rode suhlime on 

Var, V. 98. Homr] TeiTor, us. 



DnlOB rideal." 
V. 89. Milton. P. L. V. 24, "How nature paints her »> 
lottta." iui'. 
V. 91. Similar, pariiaps, naSap&v «votfini- 

Eurip. Med. 6QS. 
" Nalurt, uliioh favours to tho few, 
AU ait beyond, imparts, 
To him presented, at his birtb, 

TSb key of hsmait tuKxrii." Young. Reaig. 
" Yet some there be, that nith dae steps aspire 
To lay their hands upon that goldea kiy 
That opes the palace of atarnity." Milton. Com. 13. TV. 
V. 92, See Sopli. Antig. v. 803. 
V. 95, Milton. P. L. yi. 771. Gray. 
T. 97, This alludaa to Milton's own pioture of himself: 

"Up led by thee. 

Into the Heayen of Heavens, I have presnni'd 
An earthly gaoBt, and draivn empyreal air." 

Par. L. vLi. 12, also Elog. ». li 
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Tni; niOGKEsa of toest. 35 

Upon tlie serapli-wings of Extasy, 
The secrets of th' abyss to spy. 

He pass'd the flaming bounds of place and time: 
The living throne, the sapphire blaze, 
"Where angels tremble while they gaze, loo 

He saw ; but, blasted with excess of IJglit, 
Clos'd his eyes in endless night. 
Behold, where Dryden's leas presumptuous car 
Wide o'er the fields of glory bear im 

Two coursers of ethereal race, [pace. 

"With necks in thunder cloth'd, and long-resounding 



ibu3,ii.31. Hot. Epiat. I. z 
V. 99. " For the spirit of the living orentnre mis in the 
wheels. And i^ve the flrmnment that nciB over their beads, 
was the likenees of a throne, as the appeaianoe of a e^phire 
etODe. This vas the appeamnOB of the glory of the Lord." 
Bzek. i. 30, 26, 28. Gray. —" Ay sang before Ihe lapAir- 
eolor'd throne," Poem at a solemn Muaio (Milton), ver. 1. 
" Guiding the fiery-wiieelod throne, 
The cherub Contemplation," li. Fens. ver. 6S. 
" Whereon a «nppJi>e Iftrone inliJd, with pure 

Amber, and colours of the Ehowerj arih." Par. L. vi. 758. 
" He on the wings of oheruii rode anblime. 

On the oryslslline sky, in sigyp/iire Ihrm'd." Ibid. ver. 771. 
v. 101. " Dark with eieess of blight thy siii'ta appear." 
Milt. P. L. iii. 380. Lukt. 

V, 102, 'OMoXuav uiv StiepiTS' Siioii S ^SeCav aoiAhv. 
^om. Od. e. yer, 64, Gray. 
" In fflternam olauduntur lamlria nootem," Viig, Ma. i. 746, 
W. " And cloaod her lids, at last, in endleea night." Drydon. 
V. 101. SeoPope. AooountofCryden.Bp.I. b,ii.var. 267; 
" Waller waa smooth; but Dryden tonght to join 
The Forylng verse, the full rssou«di7,g line. 
The long majestic march, and energy dirioe." 
V. 105. " ethereal race" is a phrase of Pope, y. Horn. 
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36 GKAr's POEMS. 

111,3. 

Hark, his hands the lyre explore I 

Bright-eyed Fancy, hov'ring o'er, 

Scatters from her pictur'd urn 

Thoughts that breathe, and.words that burn. 

But ah I 'tis heard no more 

Oh ! lyre divine, what daring spirit 
"Wakes thee now"? Tho' ho inherit 

Var, V, lOS. BHght-eyed] Full-plumed. UB. 



v. 106. "Hast thon clothed his neck with thunderl" 
Job. — TtiB vorsa and the foregoing are meant to ezpresa the 

Gray. 
" Cumim, geminoaqae Jugiiles 
Semine ob rethereo, spirantes naribus ignein." 
Virg. JEa. vli. 290. W. " The loDg-reaomiding ocnirae." 
Thomson. Winter, 77S, Hjmn. 85. 

V. 110. "Words thatweep,and tears that speak," Cowley. 
Prophet, vol. i. p. 113. Gray. " Her norda barn as fii^e," 
Beeles. ix. 10. R^gen. "Oaths ore butnlngnorde," Dekker. 
Satirom. p. 65, 4 to. 

T. 111. We have had in onr language no other odea of tlie 
sublime kind, than tliat of Diyden on St. Cecilia's Dav; for 
Conlay, who had his merit, yet wanted judgment, etjle, and 
harmony, for such a taslt. Tliat of Pope b not worthy of 
JO great a man. Mr. Mason, indeed, of late days, bas 
b)uehed the true chords, and with a maxterly band, in soma 
of his choruses \ above all In the lost of Caruclaeus : 

■* Hark ! haard ye not yon footstep dread 1 " ic. Gray. 

V. 113. So Elegy, st. :tii: " Or imie to eilasy the living 
Ip-e." AndLuoreLii. 412: 

" Ao Miisffia niele per ohordas organiee! qaai 
Mobilibus digitis /xp&gffacta figment." 
And Oallimach. Hymn. Del. Sia. W. 

V. 114. " They shape his an-yle pnions swift as darted 
tome," Young. N. Thoughts. 

V. 116. Aib( irpif Spvcxa ■Silav, Oljmp. ii. 1B9 Pinda» 
oompares himself to tliat bird, and hia enemies to ravens that 
ta^k and clamour In vain belon, while It pucanea its iligh^ 
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Nor the pride, nor ample pinion, 

Tiiat the TKeban eagle bear, 
Sailing with supreme dominion 
Thro' the azure deep of ah : 
Tet oft hefore his infant eyes would nm 
Such fonns as glitter in the Muse's ray, 
Var. V. 118. 

" Tel when tlley first wore open'd on the dny 

V. 119. FoT-Tml " shapea." MS. 



To neather bia biode a 
CoTley, (i. 16G. ed. Huid.) 
IV il. oallB PindM " tho The 



Jorare, imd joked 

See also Berdmore, Specimens of Lit. I(«seDib[aDOe, p. 102. 

V. 117. Bmip. Med. 1204: ^affeporfluaof. " Cteli ¥ce- 
tniu," Snuius apud Non. Moroell. S. 92. Lucret. ii. 151. 
T, 277: "Aoria in magnum fertnr mara." W. Oppiaa. 

*Hepof 'b^tTzoponTLV ^CT-Auoifft kpT^QglC- 
Timon of Athena, oot iv. so. H. p. 126. ed. Steovena: " Into 
this sea of air." And Cowley'a Poema : " Bow thro' the 
liaekleaa ncion of Ihi air," 

V. 118. Beo ths obsermtion of D. Stewart, Philoaoptij of 
the Human Mind, p. 486: "tliat Gray, in describing th^ 
iniintine reveries of poetlofti genius, baa flied with exquisite 
judgment on Ouil olass of our eonceptiona which are denied 
from ■eisible objeota." And see aiso hia Philoauphioa! Easaya, 
p. 231. There ia a pi»aage in Sir W. Temple. Essay on 
Poetry, vol, iiE. p. 402, whieh has been suppr>aed to have boon 
the origin of tliis pasaage. See Gentleman's Magazine, vol. 
Ixi. p. 91. 
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"Witt orient hues, unborrow'd of the siiii ; i* 

Tet shall he mouiit, aad keep liis distant way 
Beyond tlie limits of a vulgar fate, 

1 the Good how far — hut far ahoYe the 
Great. 

. V. 122. " Tat never oan he feai a vnlgEir fate." lis. 



Q-' 
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THE BARB. 



/ .•^Alhla Ode ia founded on a troditic 

, J' P» / Edmud the First, when be TOjnpleted the eonqneet of th 

■* ouunlrj, ojdcred aJl the Baids thnt fell into bia hands to 

put to death. Gray. (Bee Eanmgton on the BtBlutt 

p. 358; Jones's Kelica, vol. i. p. 38; Ssyer's Essays, p. 20 

I. 1. 

" EuiN seize thee, ruthless king! 
Coufusion on thy banners wajt j 



V. ISO. Spenser. Hymn: " Witi muoh moro orient hew." 
Milt. Par, L. i. 645: " with oriml coioars." ImKc. 

V. 123. "Still show how Diuoh the good ontsbone the gwai." 
K. Philips, fal. p. 1S3. 

" I hare aometJmeB thought (says Prof. D. Stewart,) that 
in the last line of tho following paEaage, Qmy had in view the 
two different effeotaof words already desoribed; the effeol of 
tome, )n awakening tho powers of conoeption and ima^HBtion; 
and that of oiitn ia exoiting aseoeiated amotiona: 
" Harlt, hi3 hands the lyre explore ! 
Bright-eyed Fanoy, hor'ring o'er, 
Soatters from her piet^ir'd um 
Thonghts that breathe, and words thnt bum." 
V. ElBOi. of the Phil, of the H. Mind, toI. i. p. BOT. 

: " See, nrf*- 
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Tho' fann'd by Conquest's crimson ivjng, 

They mock the air with idle state. 
Helm, nor hauberk's twisted mail, t 

Nor e'en thy vii-tues, Tyrant, shall avail 

To save thy secret soul from nightly fears, 

From Cambria's curse, from Cambria's tears 1 " 
Such were the sounds that o'er the crested pride 

Of the first Edward scatter'd wOd dismay, lo 
As down the steep of Snowdon's shaggy side 

V. i. " Confuai 

V. a. " Wbora the Korweyan bimncr. 

And /an our people cold." 
V. 4. " Mocking Ihe aic with ooloure idly spread." 

ICing John, acC v. so. 1. Gray. 
y. 6. The hauberk was a texture of sMel ringleta, at rings 
interwoven, forming a coat of ninii IhnC Eat close to the body, 

" WiiJi helm and hauberk." 

Kob. of Oloncester. vol. i. p. Wl. 
"Haubrrks and helms are hen'd with niitny a wound," 
Dryden. Pol, and Aroite, lib. iii. v. 1879. Foir&s, In bia 
Trans, of Taeao, baa Joined theee words in many places ; as 
canto Til. 3Si '^Ncw at bis ft^ljttj now at bis hawbetk bright." 
Baa also p. 19S, 199, 299, edition 1621, folio. 

V. 7. » Withia her secret mind," y. Dryden. iEn. iv. 

V. 9. " The crested adder's prido." 

Bryden. Indian Queen. Gray. 

T. 11. Snowdon was a name ^ven by the Baiona to that 
mountainous tract which tlie Welsh tbemaelvea call Craipan- 
crjrl: it included all the hlEblanda of Caernarvonahiie and 
Merionethshire, as far east as the river Oonway. B. Hygden, 
speaking ot the castle of Conway, bnilt by King Edward the 
First, says, " Ad ovtttm amnis Conway ad cliviim mentis Ere- 
ry; " and Matthew of Westminster, (ad ann. 158S) " Apud 
Abercoiiway ad pedes montis Bnowdoniio fecit erigx caatrum 
forte.'! Gray. 

The epithet "shaggy," applied to "Snowdon'a aide," is 
highly appropriate, as Lelimd says tiiat great woods clothed 
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40 gray's rOEMS. 

Ho wound with, toilsome marcli his long array. 
Stout &Io'ster stood aghast in speechless trance : 
" To arms ! " cried Mortimer, and couch'd his 
quiv'ring lance. 

I. 2, 

On a rock whose haughty brow, w 

Frowns o'er old Conway's foaming flood, 

Robed in the sable garb of woe, 
"With haggard eyes tlie poet stood ; 
(Loose his beai'd, and hoary hair 

the different pai-tsof tbe monntiun ia his time: sea Ilin. r. ii. 
Dyet. Riiina of Rome, p. 137: 

"09 Brilannin's oaliB 
On Merlin's mount, or Snoaid-m'a rugged sides. 
Stand in the olonds." 
I^das, 54, " Nor on the ahaggi^ lop of Menu high," I. Par, 
L. vi. 645. "By the shaggy tops," tea. Todd's note, 
v. 12. " In long nrrilj," Drjden. E. a. Rogera. 
V. 13. Gilbert de Chire, surniuned the Bed, enrl of Glou- 
aester uid Hettfm-d, son-in-lnn to King Ednard. Gray. 
V. 14, Bdmond da Mortimer, Lord of Wigmore. Otay. 
Thay both were Lord Marehara, whoBa lunds liij on the 
borders of Wales, and probably aooompiiniad the king in this 
expeditjon. Gray. 

"Hastiun qnaasatque trementem." 

Virg, JEm. xii. a4. Luke. 



rei. 17S. St. Luke, iv. 26. And Vlrg. Georg. 1. 
inperoilio olivosi tramitis." W. "A huge aspiring laeb, 
whose surly brow," Daniel. Civ. IVars, p. 68. 
V. 16. "Abore the foamy flood," t. Dyer. R. of Roi 
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THE BAUD. 41 

Stream'd, like a meteor, to tiie trouliled air) » 
And with a mastei-'s hand, and prophet's fire, 
Struck the dee£ sorrows of his Ijre. 

" Hark, how each ^ant-oak, and desert cave, 
Sighs to the torrent's awful voice beneath! 
O'er Ihce, oh King! their hundred arms they 

Eeyenge on thee in hoarser murmurs breathe ; 
Vocal no more, since Cambria's fatal day. 
To high-born Hoel's harp, or soft Llewellyn's lay. 



"The meteors of a troubled lioaTBn." 

Shukesp. K. EcDiy IV. pt. i. net i. so. 1. Luke. 
Toid mentions a passage very similar to the one io tliB teit: 
" Tlie circumferenoe of his snatcy beard like Ihe slreamiag rays 
ofamitem uppeared," Peraan Tales of Inatulla, vol. ii. p.4I. 
liiis image is often used metaphorioally, as Stat. Theb iil. 
S32. And see Manil. Astron. i. S36. 
Ford, in his Perkia Warbeok, p. 25, ed. Weber: 

" since the heard 

Of ebls wild oamet eonjnr'd into Ftaneo." 
V. S3. "The woods and desen eoMs." Lyoidaa. 
V, ae. " The stream that down the distant rooSs Aonm mur- 
marmg fell." Thomaon. Lake. 

of "vooal," as used by ftmy in this place, in Huntjngford. 
Apo]<^. for Ibe Monostr. p. 31. 

V. 28. HoBl is oalled high-bom, being the son of Owen Owy- 
nndd, prinoe of North Wales, by Finnog.tto Irish damsel. He 
was one of his father's generals in his wars against the Eng 
lish, Flemings, and Normans, in South Wales; and vaa a fa- 

Spoo. p. 2G, 4to.i and Jones. Relics, vol. ii. p. 36, wboro he is 
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" Cold is Cadwallo's tongue, 

Tliat hush'd tte stormy main : su 

Brave Urieo sleeps upon liis craggy bed : 

Mountains, ye mourn in vain 

Modred, whose magic song 
Made huge Plinlimmon bow his cloud-topt head. 



eidled the " Princely Bard Who aaja that he wrote eight 
pieosa, five of which ate tnmaltited by him in his interesting 
pabUcittion. The whole me given in Mr. Chven'e trouslatioa 
In Mr. Southey's Madoo, Tol. ii. p. 1G2. 

V, 28. In a Poem to Llewelljn, by Einion the son of Gui- 
gBD, a sioiiLat epithet is given to him (B. 22): "Llewellyn is 
B, Under-hearted prince." And in attoUiec Poem to hioi, by 
Uywaroh Brydydd y Moeh (p. 82): "Llewellyn, though in 
battle he killed with fury, thongh he burnt Ilka an outrogeooa 
Bre, yet -ima a mild prirn-j when the mead horoa were distri- 
buted." Also in an Ode to him by Llygard Gwr (p. 39), he 
is oalleci "Llewellyn the mild, and proaperona govornor of 
Glwynedd." Llewellyn's 'sq/iisy' is (pven by Jones in his 
Relics, Tol. ii. p. 64. 

V. 29. Cadmdlo and Urtm are mentjoned by Dr. Evona in 
his " Diaaertatio de Bnrdia," p. 78, among those bards of whom 
DO works remain. Bee aeconnt of Uriel's death in Jones. 
Belles, i. p. 19. He is celebrated in the Triads, " as one of 
the three Wis of war." Tallessin dedicated to him upwards 
of twelve poems, and wrote an elegy on hia death; he was 
alain by treachery in the year 560. Modred is, I suppose, the 
famous " Myrddin ah Morvryn," oftlled Merlyn the Wild; a 
disciple of Taliesaln, and bard to the Lord Swenddoluw ab 
Coidinw. He fought under Kmg Arthur ia 642 at the battle 
of Camlan, and aooidentally alew his own nephew. He was 
reokonod a truer prophet than hia predecessor, the great magi- 
dan Merdhln Ambrose. See a poem of his culled the " Or- 
chard," In Jones. Belies, roLi. p. 24. I suppose Gray altered 
(he name "euphonisa gratia; " aa I can newbere find a bai'd 
mentioned of the name of '■ Modred.' 

V. 30. " Uttering such duloet and harmonions breath. 
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THS BAUD. 4 

On dreary Arvon'a shore they lie, i 

Smear'd with gore, and ghastly pale : 
Far, far aloof th' affrighted rayens sail; 

The famish'd eagle screams, and passes by. 
T)pf^r lij pt pr-imp iiniona of m y tuneful aiJ . 

Dear as the light that visits these sad eyes, ■ 



And hush tbe waring trooda." 

T.31, " Cloud-eap6 towers," Temitest, activ. so. I. W.— 
DrajtoQ has used tiU image very poetically in his Poly-Olbion, 
vol. lit. p. 1126, in tlte speech of Sksdow: 

" But from lay gloriooB height into Its depth I pry, 
OrcBt hilla far imiHer me, but as my pii^es !ie; 
And when my httm ^ cio«J» upo-t my ilead I talie." 
So in the tragedy of Hero, 1624, p. 21 : "Hebrus stood atjll, 
PaagicB boK'd hit hiad." 

V. 35. The ehores of CuernarroiiBbire opposite the iale of 
Anglesey. Gray. 

V. 36, " Smear'd mth gore, a ghaslls stream." King of 
Fronca'a Daughter: Peroy. Reliciues, til. 164; nnd Macbeth, 
sot ii. ac. 1, " Smair the sleepy grooma with blood." 

V. 37. This image may be found in LuBreb. vi. ver. 1213, 
Xil. 565. Ovid. Met. vii. 6S0. Luoan. vi. rec. 625. Stat. 
Theb. i. ver. 624. Prudent. Steph. 5, 100. It ia olao in 
Dryden. Pal. and Aroite, ver, 1142: 
•' The fowl that seenl afiu- the boiilerB fly. 

And Bhoathe bitter blaat, and vrheelaboDt the aky." 

y. 3S. Camden and othera observe, that eagles uaed aa- 
nually to build their aerie among the loclisof Snowdon, which 
from thence (as aomo think) were named by the Welsh CrtJg- 
ian^ryti, or the crags of the eaglea. At this day (I am told) 
the hlghcaCpi^atofSnowdoa is called the Eagle's Nest. That 
bii'd ia certiunly no stranger t« this Island, as the Boots, ana 
the people of Cnmberland, Westmoreland, &<s. ean testify it 
even has bailt its nest upon the peak of Derbyshire. [See 
Willooghby's Omithol, by Ray,] Gra;/. " The Tempest aeea 
tbeir strength, and sighs and passes by," V. Bwift's Miao. 
ii. 189 

V. 10. " As dew to me pa are the ruddy drops 
Tiiat visit my sad heai't." 

Jnl. Cffisar, act ii. EC. 1. Graf. 
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44 gray's poem 9. 

Dear as the ruddy drops that warm my heart, 
Xft Hjj-il amidst youp dying country's crios — 

No more I weep. They do not sleepi 
On yonder clifia, a grisly hand, 

I see them sit, they linger yet, * 

Avengers of their native land : 

With me in dreadful harmony they join, 

And weave with hloody hands the tissue of thy line 

n. 1. 
" Weave the warp, and weave the woof, 
The winlmg oheet of Edward's race. ' 



eea Cnllimnoh H Diao v ill. Thenor. Id. cap. 53. 
Qu nt Smyrn i ITS (.atul siv. I. Virg. JEn. iv. 31. 
Otway In bis ^ enioe Preaorved act v. p. 309, was mote im- 
laediatgl^ in Gray e mind 

" Dear its the vital warmth that feeds mj life, 

Dear as these eyes that weep in tondoeaa o'er thee." 
In Sydney's Arcadia, vol. ii. p. 116: " Oh, mother, said 
Amphialns, speak not of doing them hurt, no more than to 
mine eyrs or my keart-y or if I have any thing more dsar than 
ej,ei or kfarl iiWo me." King Lear, aot 1. so, S: "Dearer 
than eye-Hght." 

V. 42. " And greatly falling with a falling state." Pope. 
" And couldst not fall, but with thy country's fate," 

Dryden. W. 
V. *i. I have thought that this image was shadowed by 
tbe poet from the following passage of Stat. xi. 420. The 
third line Is almost triuislaC^: 

" Ipse quoqne Ogygloa monstra ad genlilia numes 
Tarlareus rector porta ]"ubet ira reolusa, 
Monti&us insidtmt patriiSt tristiqur corona 

« For neither were ye playing on the itfep, where yonr old 
bards, (As /amoBj Druids, lii." Lyddaa. 

V. 48. See the Norwegian ode {the E^tal Sisters) that 
fbllows. Gray. 

V, 49. " No wool to work on, neither awft nor loarp." 

Swift's Miao. viii. p. 198, ed. Nioh 
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THE BAUD. 45 

Grive ample room, and verge enough 
The characters of hell to trace, 
Mark the year, and mark the night, 
When Severn shall re-echo with affright 
The shi-ieks of death, thro' Berkley's roof that ring, 
Shrieks of an agonizing king! sa 

She-wolf of France, with unrelenting fangs, 
That tear'st the bowels of thy mangled mate, 

Fix)m thee he horn, who o'er thy country hangs 
The scourge of heav'n. "What terrors round him 

V. 51. "IbiiTOttBOnlthatlikeiuinmpieshieH 

Qui take in all, and verge enovgh for more." 

Dryilen. Sebastian, not I. SQ. I. 
V. 65, Edmud tha Second, oraelly bntohered in Betkley 
Cttstla. Gray. Boa Drayton. Baiona' Wnrs, ». Iivii. 
" Berkley, wbosa GiiT saat batb been famous iong. 
Let iby Bad fcAoes shriek a deadly gound 
To the vast air; oomplain his grievona wrong, 
And keep the blood t^t issued from hie woand." 
V. Sa. Xhia line of Oraj is almoet in the enme irord: as 
Hume's daacription, vol. ii. p. 35»: " The scrtams with whiob 
the agmuzing Mug filled the easUe." 

V. B7. Isabel of IVanoa, Edwai-d the Seeond'a adulterous 
queea, Gmy. 

Tbia eipreBBion is from Shakespeara'a Henry VI. pt. iii. 
act i. EC. i: " SJe-ibd^ iff Fraiicr, but worae than wolves of 
France." lAtin itritera have nsed the aune language. Apn- 
leios, speaking of the sisteraof Psyche: " Feifda lujmle na- 
fariaa inaidiaa eomparant," And Ausonins, ed. Toliii, p. 23; 
" Bt mater est rave Ivpa." Plutarch in Vita Eomnii, o. It. 
p. 84. ed. Baiske. AOTTIAS yiip hO}jm> 'Ot AATINOI tUv 
re ftjpiuii Tfif Xumivoi, Kal riiv jii/aiKuv t&c itaipoims, &o 
V. 69. " This evening from the sun's decline arriT'd, 
Who tells cf some infernal spirit seen." 

P. L. iv. 192. Rogas. 
V. 60. Triumphs of Edivard tha Third in Prance. Gray. 
'• Circnmque otrte fotraiilinis oia, 
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Amazement in Ms van, with Hlght comljin'd, 
And sorrow's faded form, and solitude beliiiid. 
11. 2. 

" Mighty victor, roiglity lord! 
Low on his funeral coudi he lies ! 

Wo pitying heart, no eye, afford 
A tear to grace his obsequies. 

Is the sable warrior fled? 
Thy son is gone. He rests among the dead. 
The swarm, that in thy noontide beam were born 

Var. V. fiS. T^or] Conqneror. me. 

V. 64, ffii] The. MS. 

V. 66. iVo, na] IVhat, wliat. hs. 

V. «9. HoYBr'd Id thy noontida raj. ua. 



V. Gl. Cowley hae a oouplet with elmilnr imagery, va 
p. 254; 
"Ha naUiB about the perisliing natbn, 

Uiiin behind him stalks, and empty deaalatiou." 
And Oldham in hia Ode to Homer, atan. iii. 
*' Where'er he does hia dreadful standard bear, 

Horror stalks ia the tud, and Elanghler in the reai." 
" On he wont, and in his Tan oonfnEion and omaae, 

While horror and offiigUt brought up the rear." Sn 
V. 62. " (Ve >at on his faded cheek." V. Milt. P. I 

V. 64. Beat! 

"Lol thers the mighty irairior lies." Oldham. D.ofSaul. 
V. 65. The some aurds.with the same elliptical espression, 
ooeur in the Instal. Ode, vi.i 

" Thy liberal hearl, thy judging ej/s, 
The flower unheeded shall dficry." 
On this ellipsis see Jottin. Oba.ouSpenaer: Treota,Tol.i.p.91. 
V; 67, Edward tie Blaok Prince, dead aome tune before his 
bther. Gray. 

"Hence Edward dreadful with hia sable s/iidd." 

Prior. Poems, p. 210. 
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rnE BARD, 47 

Gone to salute the rising morn. ro 

Fair laugts the morn, and soft the zephyr blowSyi 

While proudly ndiiig o'er the azure realm 
In gallant tnm the gilded vessel goes; 

Vat. V. 70. JHo™] Dav. Jis. 

T. 71. F^U«ghi,^c. 

" Mirrors * of Bttzon truth and loyalty 
Tour helplaas, old, eipiriag miujKr view 1 
Thej hear aott EOarce religioD does supply 
Hei mutter'd requkms, and her holy dew. 
Yet thou, proud boy, froin. Pomfret'a oralis Bhalt send 
A sigh, and envy oft tliy happy gcsmdsira's end." 





» Mirror of ancient faith, in early youth 






Undaunted worth, iuriolable tiith." 






Dryd. 


S. vi. EsgfTs. 


In Poaoham's 'Period of Mourning,' 1613, 


a siniilar epi- 


theti 


3 ^yen, but from a different reason : 
" Appeared then in armes a goodly prinoe 
Of swarlhy hew, hy whom there hung a 1 
Of wondrous length, preserved ever sine 
He overthrew, at Poitiers, Jolin of Frai 
A dial his device, the atiie at on. — 


^nco 




And tiiia, ' No nigh!, am! yfl my day is . 




V. 


69. SoinAgrippina; 

" -around thee oall 






The gitdetl iworrn, that waatona In the a 


:im«M 




Of thy ftiU favour." 




V. 




.'s reign. See 




ay. See M. of 


Vonil 


ie, act 11. 3. 6. "How like B younker," 


Ac. Spenser. 


Vliioi 


n of the World's Vanity. " Looldne far fo 


rth."&c. And 


Vision of Petrarch, o. ii. "After at sea a tnlt ship did ap- 


pear. 


■' 4e., which passages are too long for (niosoriptioii. 


V. 


7a. " Ocerulao pollens conjuns Heptnnia : 


regno." 




Vivg. C 


ir. 193. laiAe, 


V. 


73. So Pope, Donne, Sat. iv. 230, who haj 


! used the same 




, and she in al) 
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48 GRATS POEMS. 

Tonth on the prow, and Pleasure at the helm ; 
Regardless of the sweeping whirlwind's sway, n 
That, hush'd in grim repose, expects his ev'ning 
prey. 

II. 3, 
" Fill high the sparkling bowl, 
The rich repast prepare ; 

Eefl of a crown, ho yet may share the feast; 
Close by the regal chair so 

" The goodly London in her gallani Iri™, 

And on lier sLndow ridrs in flouting gold." 

JJrjden. An.Min*. 161. 
T. 74:. '■ Ipse gnbernabit nsidens in pnppe Cupido," Ov. 
Haroid. Bp. xv. 215, And so Petriitoh: " B ni goverao, aiede 
'I Signor, anzi 'I uiniico mio," Son. oM. 

V. T5. So in Ilia Frsgnient on Edaoation and GoTcrnment, 
V. 48: 

" And where the deiiiga burst with swecpy simy." 
The ejipresslon is from Drjden. See Virg. (Jeorg. i. 463: 

•* And rolling onwarda with a sweepy svjay.^* 
And in Granada, not y. ho. 1 : 

« That whirls along with on impetuous s-ojny, 

Ajid like ohiun.ahot avxeps all things in the way,' 
And Ot. Met. " Rualing onwards with a sfmrpj swmji." 
And Ma. rii. " The branohea bend before then: twer^y smiy." 
V. 76. " So like a lion that unheeded lay, 

DLqaembling sleep and watehful to betray, 
With inward ;«go he meditates bis iprey." 

Dryden. Sig. and Suiso 
" Farmenting tempest brew'd in the grim evening tky." 

Thomson. 

V. 77. atohnrd the Second, ns wo are told by Arohbiahop 

Soroop and the eonfederate Lurds in their mnnifesto, by Thomas 

of Walaingham, and all the older writers, waa starved to death. 

The alory of hia aasnaeination by Su- Piers of Eson is of much 
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THE BARD. 49 

Fell Thirst and Famine scowl 
A baloful smile upon their baffled guest. 
Heard ye the din of battle bray, 
Lance to lance, and horse to horse? 
Long years of liavock urge their destined 

And thro' tlie kindred squadrons mow their way. 

Var. V. 82. A baleful sim7e] A amiU of horror me. 



iii. 87; and Pennant, London, p. 89, 4to. Dr. Betdmoreoom- 
paros this passage to the following lines of Vii'gil, .aia.vi. 603: 
" Lucent genlalibus ultis 
Auren. fulera toria, e/mlique ante ora paratrB 
Regifica l-axu: PanimiTH -maxima jsMa 
Adonbat, et manibua prohibet oontingere men!»3, 
EjKncgiKjue faoem odbollena, atqus intonat ore." 
V. TD. " Saoh is tbe roiio tliat lungs mast wear, 
When death has r^ft i/mr cnum." 

Mallelt. Will, and Marg. Et. 3. W, 
T. 80. "Itegaleaintermensas." Virg. ^Sn. i. 686, "Sato 
HatildDi la the regal chidr." Davenport. K. John and Ma* 
tilda, p. 25, Ito. 

V. 82. 
"Heceaa'd: for both seemed highly pleas'd; and Death 

Qrinn'd horrible a ^SasiJyimilt." Par. L. ii. 845. W. 

So Horn. II. B. 212: MehIiooiv /J^cnipoim s-f)nni.'j?roOT. And 

other examples cited In the note of Newton tc the Par. Lost. 

V. S3. Ruinous wars of Torfc and laneaster. Gray. 

V. 93. " Arms on armour olashing brayed." 

Milt. Par. L. vi. 20» Xirfe. 
V. 81. " Hany to Harry sball^ not ftorse to Tiorse.'^ Siiakes. 
Hen. IV. pt. i. act iv. so. i. " Man to man, and horse to 
horse." Massing. M. of Honor. Rigera. 

V. 86. " Ci^atnaque aoiea," Lucan. i. 4. W. — And Bo 
In Sid™. rtpolUn. 3v. 23: " Cognatam portana acicm." Id 
Dr.yden, All for Love, not i. we find an expi'ession siroilar to 
the text, 

•' Mom tbemrmtn passage. 
And entering whore the foremost sjuadums yield." 
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50 ghat's poems. 

Te towers of JuKus, London's lasting sliame, 
With many a foul and midnight murder fed, 

Eevere his consort's faith, his father's fame, 
And spare the meek usurper's holy head. » 

Above, below, the rose of snow, 

Twin'd with her hlushing foe, we spread : 

Var. V. 37, Fe] «rim. us. V. 90. Hdyl Hallow'd. (la. 



T. 87. Henry the Sijith, fiaorga Duke of Clarenoe, Edward 
the Fifth, lUohard Daka of York, &e., believed to be mur. 
dered seoretly in Che Toner of London. The oldest part of 
thnt Btnioture is vulgarly attributed to Jnlius Cffiaar. Gtai/. 

"V. 89, Margaret of Anjou, a, woman of heroio spirit, wlio 
Btiuggled hard to sacs her husband and her crown. 

Ibid. Henry the Fifth. Gray. 

V. 90. Henry the Sixth, very near being oanoniaed. The 
Una of Lancaster had no riuht of iuheritanca to tbe orown. 

Gray. 
v. 91. The white and red loaea, devioeB of York and Lan- 

" no, Piantagenet, 

'Tis not for fear, bnt anger — that thy cneeka 
Blask for puro shame, to oonnterfat onr roses." 

Henry VI. pt. i. aot li. so. 4. 
V.93. The silver boar' was the badge of PJobard the Tliird; 
tlie Boar. Oray. 

" Nor eaaier fete the irislltd boor is lent." 



' The crest or bearing of a wanior (says Scott in his noi*s 
to the Lay of the Last Minstrel, p. 300) was ofl«n used as a 
" nom de guerre." Thus Richard III. acquired his well- 
known epithet, — "the Boor of York." In the violent saUre 
on Cardinal Woifey, oommooly but erroneously impnlad to 
Dr. Bull, the Duke of Buckingham is callad the Boi-Mifjd 
Smm; and the Duke of Norfolk, or Earl of Surrey, iSe WluU 
Lion, See Dr. Nott. Surrey, i. p. 30S, 301. And see (ho 
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THE EAED. 51 

The bristled boar in infant-gore 
"Wallows beneath the thorny shade. 

Now, brothers, bending o'er the accursed loom, m 

Stamp we otir vengeance deep, and ratify liis doom, 
in, 1. 
" Edward, lo ! to eadden fate 

(■Weave we the woof. TJie thread is spun.) 
Half of thy heart we consecrate. 

See Mirror for Migis, p. 41T, Anon. 62, 69, 80. Agoiu, 
" At Stonie Stralford being upon my waj, 
The blaadie bore mj, kkcJe that did aime."' 
Mirror fcr Magis. p. 740. " The hrisCled baptist Ixiar," Drj- 
den. The Piinoea are called the roees: 

" Oh ! nobie Edward, from tihoae royal blood 
Irife to their Infant bodies nature drew, 
Thy ruaes both we cropt e'en in Iht bad." 
And p. 115, with the same allu^a: 

" Whj didst thou leftTe that bore in time t' enaue 
To spoil those p/oiiTj that In thy gaiden grew." 
gee also the Eatlle of Flodden Field, et. £55; and Ford. Fer- 
Mn Watbeok, act i. se. 1, p. 12. ed. Weber, 

V. 96. 
" If Fate weave common thread, I'll ohange the doom. 
And with new purple weave a nobler loom." Dryd, Beb. 
V. 98. " Tet rather let him live, and twin6 

Caitwright. Poems, p. 239. '/Lyojiejcjimi ir6r/«ni iijiaivsi, 
Trjphiod. y. 409, Nonnl. Dion. iv. 244. 

V. 99. Eleanor of Castile died a fen jeara after the oon- 
q\>6St of Walea. The hetoio proof she gave of her affection 

lay of the Last Minstrel, emit, iv, St. xzx: 
" Yet bear, qnoth Hmrard, ealmly hear. 
Nor deem my words the words of tfearj 
For who, in field or foray alack. 
Saw the Biaaclu: Lim e'er fall baolil " 
And BO in Henry VI. part ii. aot v. ao. 2. Warwlet !a sailed 
the Bear, from his Bither's badge, old Nerille'e orest; 
" The rampant Bear ohained to the ragged elaS " 
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(The web is woye. The work is done.) iw 

Stay, oh stay ! nor thus forlorn 
Leave me unhless'd, unpitied, here to mourn ! 
In yoQ bright track, that fires the western sHea, 
They melt, tliey vanish from my eyes. i« 

But oh I what solemn scenes on Snowdon's height 

Descending slow their ghttering skirts unroll? 
Visions of glory, spare my aching sight ! 

Ye unborn ages, crowd not on my soul ! 

ss'd, uapilud, hirc'i Yuut despairing 

V 103 Ti-nckl Clouda KB 

V 104 Slell] "-ink MS 

V 103 i /tnnacenM] Soenaaof HeaTen. as. 

V 106 OlHlermg} Golden ms. 

for her lord a nell known The monuments of his regrot 
nnd sorrow ior the leas cf her, are eIUI to be seen at Hmth- 
ampton, GadJington, WaUhun, sad other pliLoes. Gra^. 

\ 106 Milt P L XI S32 "Though but his n(moat 
akirts of gloi V " iiiis 

V 107 BromDnden State of Innooenoe, act iv. ao. 1: 
** Their gtory ^hoota upon Inj aching aighl," 

V 100 It waB tho eommun belief of Ilia Welsh na,tion, 
that King Arthur was still aUys m Fdrjlajid, and tionld 
return again to relga over Britain. 

Y. 110. Both Merlin uid Taliesain hud prophesied that the 
Welsh should regain their sovereignty over thia island; which 
seemed to lio aeeompliehed in the house of Tudor. Oray. 

V. 111. " Throngs of knights and barons bold," Milton. 
L'AUeg. 119. Lake. 

V. 112. " His stan-y fiani low roofb beneath the siies," 
Milton. Ode oa the Pasbion, iii. 18. " Sideribus simitea 
ocnloB," Ovid. Met. i. 499. " Heu ! ubl siderei Tnltus," 
Stat. Theb. v. 61S. "Sidereo tela snpenjilio," Olaod. xv 
T. 58; and "Sidereos oouloa," Maniliua Aat. iv. 905; and, 
laatlj, " Gli ocohi ssreni, et le steUaiui ciglia," Petr. Son 
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No more our long-lost Arthur we bewail, loo 

All hail, ye genuine kings, Britannia's issue, hail ! 

in. 2. 

" Girt wiih many a baron bold 
Sublime tbeir starry fronts they rear ; 

And gorgeous dames, and statesmen old 
In bearded majesty, appear. 
In the midst a form diyine ! ii» 

Her eye proclaims her of the Briton-line ; 

Vac. V. 109, 110. iVo raort our hng-bsl, ^r.] 

"From Cambria's thouMinil liills othouMtnd strains 
TtiumpbaDl Ull aloud^ aJiother Arthur Teigns." us. 
V. 111. 112. Girt mth, l-c.l 

" Youthful knights, ond barons bold 
With dazzling halm, and horrent spear " lis. 

y. 114. It bas been raraorked that there ia lui inaoi^uTa^j 
ia this expression, as the Bard, whose ona beard is oompared 
lo a mamr, would not be struck with the dignity of the ahorl 
curled htanls of Elizabeth's dags. Bee Seleotiona from Gentle- 
min's Mftgasjoe, vol. ii. p. 237. 

V, lis. So Peaoharo, ia his 'Period of Mourning,' p. IG, 
speaking of Elizabeth: 

"■Where whan I saw that brow, that oheeke, that eye 
Heo left imprinted in EKza'a face." 



Wakefield quotes a stanza Cram Spenser. Hobbinol', 


E Dittio, 


praise of Eliza: 




" Tell mo, hftTC ye seone her angelikt face. 




Like Phccbo fayre ! 




Her heavenly haveour, ber princdy grace 
Can JOQ well compare T 






The redde rose medled, with Oie whUe jforB 








Her modeat eye. 




Her majestye. 




When have you seene the like but there % 




England's Helicon, p. 13; and Spenser, ed. Todd, 




thenoteof T.Warton 
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54 geat's podms. 

Her lion-port, her awe-eoumiandrag face, 

Att«rapei-'d sweet to virgin-grace. 

What strings sjmphonious tremble in the air, 
What sti'ains of vocal transport round her play I 
Hear from the grave, great Taliessin, hear ; 121 
They breathe a soul to animate thy clay. 

Bright Eapture calls, and soaring as she sings, 

Waves in the eye of heaVn her many-coloui'd 
wings, 

Var. V. 117. Ber, *«■] A, an. as. 



V. 117. Spoed, relating an nndlenos giyen by Qnccn Eliia- 
beUi to Paul Dmllnek), njiibaiuadiiT of Fnland, snjs, " And 
ttms she, lion-like imug, daunted Cbe mBlapert omtvr no loES 
with hoc etatfilj port and majaatiiial deporture, tlian willi the 
tartnoMe of her prinoelie cheokes." Gray. See Puttenham, 
Engl, Poeay, iii. 0. M. p. 249, quoted by Dr. Noll on Surrey, 
vol, i. p. SOT. 86eEHia'aLett.onBnKl.Hiaty.iii.il: aoopy 
of this speech is in MS. Loudadonne, No. !I4, art. 6D. 

y. 121. Taliessin, chief of the bai^ flooriahed In the sixth 
eentury. Hia Borks are etill preserred, and his memoiy held 
in high veneration among bis oountrymen. Gray. On hia 
supposed sepulchre, see Wymlham. Tour in Wales, p. 100. 

See Evana. Speo. p. IS, nho says, " Taliesein's poeua, on 
acoount of their great antiquity, ai'e very ofaacure." There ia 
a great deal of the Druidioal cabala mtrodnced in his works, 
eapeeially aboat the ti'ansmigration of Bonis. Evans saya that 
he had flfty of T^ieasin's poems, and that many aputious 
ones are attributed to him. At p. 68, Evans has translatfld 
one of his odes, beginning " Pak Elphin, oeaie to neep ; " 
eomfurting hia fiiend on his had auocesa in the salmon-fisherj. 
rhoro is a, fuller acoount of huu in Jones. Eehes, vol. i. p. 18, 
21. vol. ii. p. 12, 19, 31, 34, where many of his poema are 
tJWislated; and Pennant's Wales, vol. ii. p. SlOi and Tur- 
ner's Tind. of the Ancient British Poems, p. 235, 237. 

V. 123. JVom Congreve. Ode to Lord Godolphb, et, vi.: 
" And aoars with rapture while she sings." 

V, 124. "It was as glorious as the eye o/ffMj™." Oowley, 
^ddWarton. note to Milton, p. 81. " Interest that wavea on 
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THE BAKD. 
III. 3. 

" Tiie verse adorn again 

Fierce war, and faitliful love, 
And truth severe, by fairy fiction drest. 

In buakin'd measures move 
Pale grief, and pleasing pain, 
"Witli horror, tyrant of tlie throbbing breast. 

A voice, aa of tlie clierub-clioir, 
Gales from blooming Eden bear; 
And distant warblings lessen on my ear, 

That lost in long futurity expire. 



ffliere'or thej vravo their winga." Eupe of tlio 

Wftkefield cites tlie Tempest, act iv. so. 1: 

-colour'd messenger." See Milt. Put. L. vii. 



Astli-^ ,- -^ ^— 

Speneer. F. Q. ciuit. iii. 
OTid. Met. Iv. 328. " Murdi oonlus." And Milton. H 
Pens. ver. 1*1: "Hide me fromi/ay's garish (jf." Par.LoBt, 
b. T. Tec. 171i "Thon stm of this great icwW, both eyt and 
eoul." Shakesp. lUch. II. act iii. so. 2: "Tlie semohlug eye 
of Heavm it hid." 

v. 136. "Fierce wa« and faitlifnl loves shall moralisB my 
song." Bpanser. Pmeme to the P. Q. Gtoy. 

V. 137. " Truth, Wisdom, SanoHtude severe and part." 

Milt. P. L. iv. 2'J3. Liike. 
V. 138. Shakespeare. Graj, " Ennobled hath the 6ui- 
HnrfBtf^." Milt. II Pens. 102. 

V, 129. P. Queen, yi. o. 9. a. n. "With Bwoct pleasing 
pajna." Drjden. Virg. Bel. iii. 171, "Pletising pains of 
love." Luke. 
V. ISO. " Imaginative woe roy throbbing treat! inspires." 

Thomson. 
V 133. The anooession of poets after Milton's tune. 
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OS GKAY S POEMS. 

Fond impious man, tliiiik'et ttiow yon sanguine 

Rais'd by tliy lireath, has quencli'd tlie orb of 
day? 
To-morrow he repairs the golden flood, 

And warms the nations with redouhled ray. 
me ; with joy I see 



V. 1S5. This apostniplie with its imagerv seen 
Vida! 

"Impie, quid furial 

Tone putns posso illustrea abacundeto oteli 
Aurioomi flammaa, ipsumque eitinguore soli 

Obaessia poleris inAaa obtendeio nuljcm. 
Emmpet lux ; erumpet rutilantibus aurls 
LEimpui; et nariflulk fnee, nublia diSareC omi 



" Think ye the smoky miet 
Of sun-boil'd aeas oan atop the eagle's eye 1 " 
bnt a oloser ooincideDDe is in Sekhcr's Flaj, " If thf 9 be not 
a good plaji" &o. p. 73. 

" Thlot'st thou, bBM lord, 

Beeause the glorious sun behind blach olouds 
Has awhile hid his beams, he's darken'd for ever, 

V. 137. " And jet anon npairi big drooping head." Ljoi- 
das, leg. " 80 soon rgjona her ligM, Ijrebling her new-born 
rries," Elotjiher. Purple lahmd, vi. 6i. "That never eould 
he hope hia tuaning to rrpoire," lb. St. 70. Add Hor. Od. iv. 
7. 13. "Damna tamen oeleres reparrnu cielesUa Innte." Ln- 
oret. y. 73 J, On the Moon, " Atqne nliailHus rfporon' !n parte 
loooqae," Young, N. Thoughts, "A golden flood of endless 
day. Luke. 

— - -- - Itaiins, iii. 81, 
FFlred his com- 

1 jam nuiIaTcrst ensem 

itans, nuHquam (Jbi esnguinis bujus 
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THE BAKD. 57 

Tlie diff'rent doom our fates ^sign. i« 

Be thine despair, and sceptred care ; 

To triumph, and. to die, are mine." 
He spoke, and headlong from tte mountain's 

height 
Deep in the roaring tide he plunged to endless 



Peotoro. Vada equidem exnhnns, ertftaqae fata 
Inseqnor, et oomUes teror expecfatna nd umbraa. 

r«8up9riB,ftattiqu6.^ 

CompatB also tha oonoluaion of the first Olymp. of PiniJar, 



r. 184, whieli Gray aE 

Ti^ou j^povTO jromii, ijix 



sa: r. B. Heber. Poems, 



* The original argument of this ode^ as Mr. Qray had aet 
it down in one of the pages of hifl Qommon-plaec hook, was as 
follows: " The army of Edward I., as thej lonnih (brough a 
deep valley, (and appruaoh Mount Enondon, NS.) are esddenly 
aWpped bj the appearanoe of a renerable figore seated on the 
Enniintt of an inacoesHble rook, who, with a voice more than 
human, reproaohes the king with all the misery and desolation 
(desoUUon and misery, us.) whieh he had hroaght on his 
country; foretells ttie misfortunes of the Norman rnee, and 
with prophetic spirit declares, that all his cruelty shall never 
estlDguieh the noble ardour of poetic genius in this Island; 
and that men soall never bo wanting to celebrate true virtue 
and valour In immortal atralns, tc expose vice and infamous 
pleasure, and boldly censure tyranny and oppression. Sia 
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58 gray's ponjia. 

song ended, he ptodpitates himself from the mouiitiun, and is 
BWftlloived up by the rl«r that rolls at ila foot." 

" Fine (auvs Mr. MaaDQ) as the Buuolaalon of this ode ia at 
preaenC, 1 thiuk it miuld have been Ml] linei', If he eould 
have exeouted it aceordiiig to this plnn; but, unhappily for 
hia purpose, ioslaDMS of EnglLah poets were ivaiiliag. I^pen- 
nr hud Uukt enehiintiag flow of Terse whioh was pecatiarly 
calenlMod to cdrOrale tinut and tmlntir; but he chose to cele- 
brate (hem, not literally, but in allegory. Shakespeare, who 
bad Wents foe every thing, waa undoubtedly capable of 
atjBsins vice and infamms pleaswei and tJie drama naa a 
proper vehkle for hia ea^re; but ve du not ever find Cbat he 
proEoEsedly mode this his object ; nay, we know that, in one 
iniuiitiAle ohataoter, he has so contrived na to make vicea of 
tb.B worat kind, auch as eovnirdice, drunkenness, dishonesty. 
Hid tewdneas, not only laughable, but almost amiable j for 
irilh all tliese aina on his heELd, who oou help liking Eolslaffl 
Millon, of all our great poets, was the only one mho boldly 
aamrel iJ/rrmny snii oppresaion: but he chose to deliver this 
censure, not in poetty, hut in prose. Dryden was a mere 
court parasite to the most infamous of nil courts. Pope, with 
all his laudable dotestalion of corruption aod bribery, was a 
lory; and Addison, though a Whig, and a fine writer, was 
niilnokily not enough of a poet for his purpose. On these 
ixmsiderations Mr. Uray waa neeeasibaUd to change hia plan 
tdirards the oonelaslon: hence vie pereeive, that In the last 
Bpode be praises Spenser only for hU allegory, Shafcespeore 
for hi> jnicera ef nuving Ihe patsimia, and Milton far his ^ 
aiceUence. I remember the ode lay nnfinished by him for a 
year or two on this very account', and I hardly believe that 
it wonld ever hare hod bis lost band, but for the clroumstanoe 
of his hearing Parry piny on the Vieiah Iiarp at a concert at 
Cambridge, (eoe Letter xxv. aeot. iv.) which ho often declared 
inspired him with the conclusion. 

" Mr. Smith, the mudonl composer and worthy pupil of Mr. 
Handel, had once an Idea of setting this ode, and of having 
it performed by way of serenata or oratorio. A oomaion 
friend of hia and Mr. Gray's interested hunsetf much in this 
design, and drew oat a clear analysis of the ode, that Mr, 
Smith might more perfectly understand the poet's meaning. 
He oonversed also with Mr. Gray on the subject, who gave 
him an idea for the overture, and marlted also some possagea 
in the, ode, in order to ascertain which ahoufd ha recitative, 
which air, what hmd of air, and how aeoompanied. This 
dedgn was. however, not executed! '■"^ therefore I ahall 
only (in order to give the reader a taste of Mr. Cray's mu^oal 
foelmgs) insett in this place' what his senUments were con- 
DBming the overture. 'It shoaldbe so oontrived as to be a 
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proper Introduction to the ode ; It might ooiuiat ot two move- 
ments, the first aesoiiptivB of the horror and confnsion of 
battle, the lost a march p-ave and majestic, bnt Bnpi-esaing 
tlie exultation nnd insolent eeeui-ity of conqaest. 1h]s moye- 
ment should be oompmed entirely of wind instruments, except 
the hettle-drnm heiid at intervals. The da aipo of it mnst 
be suddenly broke in upon, and put In eilenee by the olang 
of the hai'p in a tnmultnoua rapid movement, joined with the 
roioe, all at onoe, and not nshered in by any symphony. The 
harmony may be atrennthened by any other stringed inatra- 
ment; bub tho harp should every where prevail, and form Ibe 
eonljuued running accompaniment, submitting itself to nothing 
but tiie voice.' 

" I oannot (adds Mr. Maaon) quit Ibis and the preceding 
ode, without saying a word or two concerning the obsenrity 
nhich has been imputed to them, and the preference wbiob, 
in consequence, hue been given to his Elegy. It seems as if 
the persons, who hold this opinion, suppose that every epeolas 
of poetry ought to he equally clear and intelligible i than 
whioh poBiUon nothing oan bo more repugnant io the several 

art. Not to take Rndar and bis odes for an example, (though 
what I am bere defending were written professedly in Iniita- 
^on of him,) I would ask. are all the writings of Horace, bis 
B^tles, Satires, and Odes, equally perspleuons t Among 
hia odes, sepaiately considered, are there not remarkable, 
diflbrenoes of Ibis very kind 1 la the spirit and meaning of 
that whioh begins, ■ Deacende cieIo, et die, age, tjbifl,' Ode 
ir. lib. 3, ao readily comprehended aa ' Persicos odi, paei, 
apparatus,' Ode xx:cviti. lib. 1. And ie the latter a finer 
piece of lyrieal composiUon on that nocoant t Is • Integer 
vita, soeleriaqne purus,' Ode mii. lib. I, superior to ' Pia- 
damm quisquis stndet £emnlaii,' Ode ii. lib. i ; because it 
may be nnderetood at tbe first reading, and tbe latter not 
without mnob study and refleotion'! How between these odes, 
tbus compared, tbere is snrely equal difference in point of 
perspicuity, as between tbe Progreaa of Poeay, and Uie Proa- 
pect of Eton College; the Ode on tbe Spring, and the Bard. 
■ But,' say these objectors, ' the end of poetry is universally 
to please. Obsonri ty, by taking off from our pleasui-e, destroys 
that end.' I will grant that if the obreurity be groat, Boo- 
stant, OAid insurmountable, this Is cortiunly true; but if it be 
only found in pardenlar passages, proceeding from tbe nature 
of (iie subject and tbe very genius of the composition, it doss 
not rnb us of our pleosure, but superadds a new one, which 
arises fmm conquering a difficulty; and tlie pleasure which 
aecrues tVom a difficult pasaago, when well nndersbjod, pro- 
vided the passage ilaelf be a fine one, ia always mora perma- 
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QKAY'B POEJI3, 



Ljrio Muae, liki . . _ . 

Madily to thoir sglioitotjona. This argument, ending aa it 
does in a sort of simile, will, I am perauaded, not only ha™ 
Its foroe Witb the intelligent reodera (ths STMETOl), but 
alro with the. men of foshion; as to erltios of a lower olaas, 
it may be suflloient to traasoribe, for thair improvement, an 
nnflnished remark, or ratJier maxim, whiuh I fonnd araonget 
oai' anthor'a papers; and wbiah he probably trrote on oeeasion 
of the common pi-eferenco given tu bis Elegy. ' The Goal 
de comparaitoa (aa Bruyere Btylaa it) ia the only laste of 
m^inary minds. They do not know the apeoitlc eieelienoe 
either of an author or a oompoaition: for ioslanoe, tboj do 
not know that TibuHus spoke the language of nature and love; 
that Horaoe saw the vanities and foUiaa of manliind with the 
moat penetrating eye, and louebod them to the quick; that 
Vir^l ennobled even the most common imE^ea by tlie gracca 
of a glowing, melodioua, and well-adapted expression ; but 
they do know that Virgil was a better poet than Horace, and 
that Horace's Epistles do not run ao wall aa the Elegies of 
Tibulloa.' ■' 
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ODE FOE MTJSIC. 

This Odo was performad in the SeratcHonse at Cambrides, 
July 1, nea, o-t tke inBtallaliuQ of HU Graes Augustus 
Henry FiUwy, Duke of Gi-aflon, Chanmllor of the Oniver- 
^t<r. (TbisOde is printednith the divieions adopted by tbe 
Compoaer, Dr. Kaodall, then Professor of AIu^c at Cumbiidge. 
On I>r. Burney's diwppointioeDt ihat be did nut set this <Me 
to mnsio, see Miss Buraey'a Mem. i. Hi; and Cradook's 
Mem. i. p. 107.) 

" HEi^fCE, avaunt, ('tia holy ground) 

Coraus, and his midniglit-crew, 
And Ignorance with looka profound, 

And dreaming Sloth of palUd hue, 
Mad Sedition's cry profane, s 

Servitude that hugs her chain. 
Nor in these consecrated howers 
Let painted Flatt'ry hide her serpent-train in 
flowers. 

Nor Edyj base, nor creeping Gain, 



T. 1. So Oallini. H, in Apoil. -ver. 2: 'EKif ^Kaf icr^ Ai' 
Tpftf. Virg. ^n. Ti. 258; " Pi-ooul, proenl eate profani." 
Slat. Sylv. iii. 3 : " Procul hlno, pronul ite nooentes." Claud. 
lUip. Pros. i. 3: "Graasus reraovete profani." 
T. 3. " Meanwhile weleome joy, and feast, 
Midaigk ahoal, and revelry, 

Tipay dance, and jollity." Milt. Oom. 102. W. 
" Though he and his entsed ckio," Milt. Com. 653. 
v. 7, " Near to hor close and anvtecmitd 6ohw." 

Mida. N. Dr. act iii. BO. 2. W. 

V. a. " Base Envy withers at another's joy." Thomson. 

Spring. Al30,'"Safe pursuits and aiqxng tora." Liberty, 
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Dare the Muse's walk to stain, 

While bright-eyed Science watches round : 

Hence, away, 'tia holy ground ! " 



From yonder realms of empyrean day 

Bursts on my ear th' indignant lay : 
There sit the sainted sage, the bard divine, is 

The few, whom genius gave to shine 
Thro' every unhorn age, and undiscover'd clime. 

Eapt in celestial ti'ansport they : 

Yet hither oft a glance from high 

They send of tender sympathy n' 



T. 13. " From your empjreal bowers, and from tliB realme 
of ayerliiadQE dnj." G. West's Poems. 

V. 15. There sW] Snrelj a better word than this, " sit," in 
pionnndution and imagery aould !iave been fonnd. 

V. 17. " Natims unbmt yout mighty name shall sonnd. 

And mirldii applaud that must not yet be found." 
Pope. BBsay on CritJciam, lOS, W. 
. __. _ 3n mitred Eochesler would nod tin head." 
I. Prol. to the Sat. 14S, W. See Warton. Milt. p. 4, 
" To arched walks of twilight grouM, 
And sbadows brovm that Sylvan loves." 

II Ponaor. 153. W. 
>ope, in his Tranel. of the Odyssey : "Brown with 
u'erareDing shades." 

This staniEi, supposed to be anng by Milton, is very jndi- 
doualy written in the metre which he flxod upon for the stania 
of hia Christmaa Hymn : " 'Twos in the winter wild," &a. 

" NouEht hare we iiere but mllmoshaded shire. 
To tell oat Grmi his Imnks are left forlore." 

Hall. Sat. b. i. sat. i. 
y 30. Wakefield bos justly remarked that this stanza is 
Indebted to the following passage in the II Pens, of Milton, 
TOT. 61: 
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ODE FOE MUSIC. 63 

To bless the place, where on Jlieir opening aoul 

First tlie genuine ardour stole. 
'Twas Milton sti-uck the deep-ton'd shel!, 
And, aa the choral warblings round him swell, 
Meek Newton's self tends from hia state sublime, 
And nods bis hoary head, and listens to the rliyme. 

" Ye brown o'er-arching groves, 

That Contemplation loves, 
Where willowy Camus lingers with delight ! 

Oft at the bliiah of dawn »> 

I trod your level lawn, 
Oft woo'd the gleam of Cynthia silver-bright 
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* Gaw. DouglaB.inhiaTranal, of Virgil, Prolog, to bk.iiii. 
p. ioO, (loBcriboa tho ncitea of the nightjugole as laary: 
" — ThB iBHT) nyglityngele Philomene, 
Quhids myrt^-all nottis lunging foe to herB," *o. 
■• Ah ! fw unliliB tho nightingiJe ! — she aings 
Dnoeasing thra' ths b:ilniy nighta of May; 
She einga tcom (o.« and jay." Thomaon. Agaraem. p. 63. 
" Him will 1 iheare nith ohunting all thia night. 
And with thnt word sho 'gan to clear hei- throalo; 
Bat auoh a Liwly sang, now by (bis light. 
Yet never hearde I auoh another note." 

Gaseoigne. Complajnt of Phjlomena. 
Mr. Fox haa, I think, giTBn no authority but that of Ciaucw, 
for the mary notes of the nightingale; see tia Letter to Iiord 
Qrej, p. 12. But see Todd. Illuat. of Gower. 
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GRAT S rOEMS. 



In cloisters diia, far from the haunts of Folly, 
With Fi-eedgm by my side, and Boft-eyed Melan- 



But hart I the portals sound, and pacing forth ai 

With solemn steps and slow, 
High potentates, and dames of royai birth, 
And m tred fathe s n lo tr order ^,0 
Great E War! wth the I lea on hi bow 

Fro n 1 aughty Gall a to « 

And sad Chitillon on 1 er b d'il n 

Dramm nd stn x Liik Tb a ov that marebcd 

hen e e vrr bnghl t J lin 3t 

\13=(eaedm er d hep ahJ 

Thinnlbyp L<At. 

V. 34. " And sfiDBible soft Mehinohiy, Pope. On a oer- 
Uin Lady at Conrt, fit. 8. W. V. Pope. Pfol. to SntiteE, 
V. 2S6. Luke. 

V, S6. " With wand'ring gtgu and sfcio," Par. Lost, h. xii. 
Ter.e48. Pt'. — And Pope. Odja. b.i. TCr.286. Dane. h. iy. 
Ter. ieS, BE quoted by Mr. Todd. " At every step solomn 
and slow," Tluimsoii. Somnier. LiAe. 

V. 38, " In long order stand," Dryd. Ma. iii. 633, " In 
long order oome," v. 13S. Rogers. 

" TJnde omnea lingo ordine poasit 
Adrereos lemse, et Fenientnm diseere vultus." 

Vlrg. M». vi. 754. W. 
V. 39. Edivard the Third, who added the flenr da IjB of 
Fmnco to the arms of England. He founded Trinity College. 
See Pbilips, in " Cyder," ii. 592: 

" Ore.al Edmird thus array'd, 
With gftdcn IrU his broad shield einlmsa'd." 
" Great Edirard and thy greater son. 

He tiint Uie lilies wore, and he that von." Denham, 

V. II. Mnry de Valentia, eounteis of Pembroke, dongbter 

of Guy de Cbatillon, oomte de St. Paul in Prance; of whom 

tiadltlon aaye, that ber husband Andemar de Valentia, earl 
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ODE FOE MUSIC. 65 

That wept her bleeding Love, and princely Clare, 
And Anjou's heroine, and the paler rose, 
The rival of her crown and of her woea, 

And either Henry there, « 

The murder'd sainf, and the majestic lord, 

That broke the bonds of Eome. 

(Their tears, their little triumphs o'er, 

Their human passions now no more, 

Save Charity, that glows beyond the tomb.) m 



All that on Granta's fruitful plajn 
Bich streams of regal bounty pour 



p 

H 

An m 


M 
le to T BO m 
i, F go. 
B 


r of hia 

.11. ui. 
roperty. 


John do Burg, son and heir of the Ru I of 

d£iugliter of Edward the First. Henco thi 
epithet of princely. She founded Clare Hi 


- — dangb. 

, by Joan of Acres, 
i poet gives her the 
ill. Gray. 



V, 43. Morgiiret of Aniou, wife of Henry the Sixth, Ibini- 
dress of Qneen'a College. The poet hna oelehmtcd heroonjagal 
fidelity in " The Bard," epode id, line 13th. 

BlisahethWidville, nifeof Edward the Fonrth, hence oalled 
She added to 



V. 45. Henry the Sixth and Eighth. The former the 
(bnnder of King's, the latter the greatest henefnotor to Trinity 
College, Gray. 

V. 49. "Onafcrnan/torshaildrop, and he forgiven." 

Pope. Bloisl, 358. W. 

V. 50. " Charity never faileth," St. Paul, 1 Corinth, xiii. 
S. IV. 
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66 GEAl'S POEMS. 

And bade these awful fanes and turrets rise, 
To hail their Fitzroy's festal morning comej 
And thus they speak in soft aiicord 
The liquid language of the skies: 

V. qUAIlTBTIO. 

" What is grandeur, what is power? 
Heavier toil, superior pain. 
What the hright reward we gain ? 
The grateful memory of the good. 
Sweet is the breath of vernal shower, 
The hee's collected treasures sweet, 
Sweet musiu's melting fall, but sweeter yet 
The stUl small voice of gratitude," 



T, 66. " Oiii iiqaidam Patar 

VMem.'' Uor. Od. I. iiiv. 8. W. 
And BoLuoret.T. 1378! " liquidaB vooea." AndOviil. Amor. 



V, 61. Milton. Ep. on M. of Winotiesb. " SI 
venal shiiva." Tbumson. Spring, "WitliTarnal 
tent." Luii. 


'IZX. 


V. 62. This comparison vfo flod also in Thaoor. 

phurn. Eolog. Iv. vex. ISO. These four verses, e 
remsris, were su^eatect by Milton's Par. list 
641 : " Bweet is the hroath of morn," io. : but see 
Idyll. Aver. 33: 


Id. viii.83! 

And in Cal- 
« Wakeaeld 
. b. iv. ver. 
alsoTheoM. 



OSr" lap i^arrivac yhimpuTspov, o6te /teUaaat; 
'Avdea, Saaov i/iiv Mijaai ^iAni. 
" Opes oongestns apium," A. Mateellioi. Hist, sviii. 3. 

Vi 63. " And melt away, in a dying, dying ftill," Pope. 
Ode on St. Cecilia. Luke. 
V. 64. " After the fire, a slilt smaU ^aice," I Kings, xijc. 12. 
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ODE FOE MUSIC. 

Foremost and leaning from her golden cloud 

The venerable Margaret see I 
" "Welcome, my noble son, (she cries aloud) 

To this, thy kindred train, and me: 
Pleas'd inthy lineaments we ti-ace 
A Tudor'a fire, a Beaufort's grace. 

Thy liheral heart, thy judging eye, 
The flow'r unheeded shall descry, 
And bid it round heav'n's altars shed 
The fragrance of its blushing head ; 
Shall raise from earth the latent gem 
To glitter on the diadem. 



tsfall," Drjd. (Edip. aot ii. 



v. 66. ConnteiB of Richmond nnd Derby; tlie mother of 
Honrj the Seventli, foundress of SI. John's and Christ's Col- 
leges. Gray. 

V.70. TheCountoBswa3aI!onnfort,andinaEti«dtoaTudor: 
henoa tho applicatiun of this line to the Duke of Orofion, who 
elaims descent from both these famiHos. Gmy. 

V. 71. " Dryden alone escaped his judging fiye.** 

Popo. Prol. to tho Sat. 346. 
Also: "A face untanght to feign, a j„dgmg cyr." Pope. 
Epist. to Ciiigga, p. 283. " A liberal heart and ftee from 
goli," Fullor. Abel Hod, p. 314. 

T. 72. This alla^u to the fioaer smi the gemve meet frith 
again in tho ISlegy. 

V. 73. " Delubra, et nroi calilwn," Senec. Agam. v. 392. 
"CoJoquB eduoitiir nra," Sil. Itnl. xv, 388. '■ Araque Di- 
vonun," ManU. Astr. v. 18. 
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" Lo ! Grants waits to lead 

Not olivious, not obtrusive, she 
No vulgar praise, no venal incense flings ; 

Nor dares with courtly tongue refln'd « 

Profane thy inborn royalty of mind : 

She reveres herself and thee, 
"With madest pride to grace thy youthful brow, 
The laureate wreath, that Cecil wore, she brmgs, 

And to thy just, thy gentle hand, w 



v. 78. " Not oSuioKSj twt obltuslm, but retired." 

Par, L. Tiii. 504. W. 

V, 79. « No hireling slia, no proalilate fir praise." 

Popo. Bpist. to Lord Oxford, v. SB. W. 

V. 82. Uavrav 6i jta^tin' aioxipca bovt^, Pjtbag. Anr. 
V. 13. TV. — And so (iaien. "Db Conitjaiie Morb. Animi: '■ 
Sit rJJ aaoriv oiJou /juXioro. 

V. 83. ** Yielded with coy submission, mtnlpst prideJ* 

Por.tust, if, 310. 

V. B4. Lord Treasurer Burloigh wns ohanOBlior of the Uni- 
varsity in the reign of Queen EUzabeth. Gmi,. iaill. Bon. 
xvi. 9: " And Woreester's taarralt tcrvOJi," Luke. 

V. 85. Par. Lost, b. W. 308, " gends away," from Hotaue, 
" lenibuB impetiis," Bpist. L itili. 4i. TV, — But the eead- 
mBnt, aa well as expression, was tafcao from Dryden. Tbr. 

" And with a aiUiag hnnd restores 
rfce/oKBof thenl»in." 
AddMiUon. BIeg.l.6T: " Vos etiam Daaate fa>ces labmUlits 
nynipha)." Luke. "With the aubmilled fimces oC the main." 
Dlyden. Aatrlea. Bed. 

V, 88. 3eo Par. Lost, vii. 669. 

V. 89. " Well knows to afJU the wild ujn.tfs when tbey roar." 
Comus,T.87. W. "ThemUummmastered hiin." Dryden. 
An. Mirabilis. 

V. 92. " Neque nltum 

Samper ni^endo, nequo, dnin prooellaa 
CantuB horrescis, nimium premando 
Ijttus iniquum." 
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Submits the fasees of her sway, 
"While spirits blest above and men hclow 
Join with glad voiee the loud aymphoniouf 

"Thro' the wild waves as they roar, 

With watchful eye and dauntless mien, 

Thy steady course of honour keep, 

Kor fear tbe rocks, nor seek the shore : 

The star oi' Brunswick smiles serene, 

And gilds the horrors of the deep." 



Hor. Od. ir. s. y. 1. W. " Not let her tempt that deep, nor 
make the ehore." Prior. Ode, 

v. 93. Pope, in his Essay on Critioism, has a wmilarly bein- 
tiful unago, r. e45: 

" The mightj Stagjrite first left the shore. 

Spread all hia sails, and durst the deeps explore; 

Ha stcor'd socurelj, and disoover'd tar. 

Led iy l*e lighl of Ike Msonian slor." 

Young, m his " Univcrsnl Pnsaioo," Sat. vil. v, 169! 

" And outwaloh avery slar, fir Bruusmck'a sake." 
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GKATS POGM3. 



THE TATAL SISTERS. 



I'a 1m fbuiii iQ t!iB Oreaaaa of Tbormodua Torfarua ; Haftiiw, 
Hi97, folioi and also in liortholinus, p. 017. lib. iii. 0. 1. 4to, 
(Tlia Bong nf the Weird Sisters, translated fram the Kor- 
negiBU, written abont 1029. Wharton, ms.) 

Via er oiyit /i/rir W/aitt, ^c. 

In the elarenth oentary, Signrd, earl of the Orhne; laluids, 
neat nitb a fleet of ships and a eondderable Iwdy of troops 
into Iretand, to the D^aistanoe of Sklryg v/Uh the Silieti 
bearil, who vaa then making war on his fmher-in-law Brimi, 
Idng of Dublin : the earl and all hia forces were out to pieces, 
and Sictrgg was in dangar of a total defeat; lint the enemy 
bad a greater loss b; the death of Bn'sn their king, nbo fell 
io the action. On Christmas day (the da; of the battle), a 
native oF Oiutbness in Sootiand, of the name.of Darrud, s»« 

speed towards ahili.andseeDiiiigtoenterintoit. Curiosity 
led him to follow them, till luoliing through an opening in 
the roelu,ha saw twelve gisantjofigures resembling women: 
tbey were all employed about a loom ; and as tbey wove, 
they sung the following dreadfal song; which whan they 
had finished, tbey t»re ue web into twdve pieces, and {eaeb 
tailing her portion) galloped sis to the tiorth, and as n»uiy 
fa) the soath. These were tJie VuUyriur, female divioitJes, 
Paroie Hllltares, servants of 0dm (or Wadni) in tlie Sotbic 
mythoiogy. Their noma signifies ChoaseFi if Ike slain. 
They ware mounted on swift horses, with drawn awords in 
their hands; and in the throng of battte selected such oa 
were desUned to slanghter, and eondneted them Co Valtalla, 
tilt hail of Odia, or paradise of the brave; where Uiey 
attended the banquet, and served the departed heroes wiUi 
horns of mead and ale; tiielr numbers are not agreed upon, 
some authors representing them as aix, some as four. See 
Magni Beronii diss, de Eddta Islandlcis, p. 115, in iElrlche. 
Dso, et Sned. lit. opusonla, vol. i. 



»i..,G00^lf 



Now the storm begins to lower, 
(Haste, the loom of hell prepare,) 

Iron sleet of arrowy ahower 
Hurtles in the darken'd air. 

Glitt'ring lances are the loom, 
Where the duaky warp we strain, 

Weaving many a soldier's doom, 
Orkney's woe, and Eandver's bane. 
Vnr. V. 5, Launees. lis. 



'■ How quick they whoel'd, and, flying, behind tTiem ebot 

Sharp sletl of amjBj ihoa'r." Par. Reg. iii. S24. Gray, 
Aviajms has a EimilarexpreaMOa: " Ansa phwilT<i/!i imMbtu 
iBtt, loqui," Fab. ili. v. 6. " 8io et nnbrem ferTeuai dicnnt, 
euro volnat multitudinem EigniScare telornin," LacUmt. 
Bpitome, a. xi. Virg. ^m. lii. 284: " TempesUis telornm no 
ferreus ingruit imher." Man; other examples cuald be given. 
Thick slorms of hnllets nm like winter's hiil. 
And shivet'd lances dark Ike iriiMrd air." 

Spanish Ttag. Vid. Hawkins. Ant. Drama. 
V. 4. " Iha noiae of battle hurtled in the air." 

Julius CiEBar, aet ii. 3. 2. Gray. 
V. 7. In Thomaon. Masque of Alfred, p. 126, the weavuig 
of the enchanted slandaid is thns described: 

" 'Tis the ewue 

Wronght by the sisters of the Danish Mng, 

Of Prions Ivar, in a midnight bour. 

While the side monn, at their enchanted song 

Wrapt in pale tempest, labonr'd tJiio' the clonds. 

The dononi of detimriioti then, (they say,) 

Were all abroad, and iniiing with the umf 

Tlielr baleful power; the SiaterB even sung, 

' Shake, Etandaj^, shake, this rnin on our foes I ' " 
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See tlie grisly texture grow ! 

('Tis of human entrails made) 
And the weiglits, that play below, 

Each a gasping warrior's head. 

Shafts for shuttles, dipt in gore, 
Shoot the trembling cords along. 

Swords, that once a monarch bore, 
Keep the tissue dose and strong. 

Mista, black terrific maid, 
Sangrida, and Hilda, see. 

Join the wayward work to aid : 
'Tis the woof of victory. 

Ere the ruddy sun be set, 

Pikes must shiver, javelins sing, 
Blade with clattering buckler meet. 

Hauberk crash, and helmet ring. 

(Weave the crimson web of war) 
Let lis go, and let us fly. 



T. 11. Dr. Worton, In his Notes en Pope (vol. H. p. 227), 
has compared this passage ut Gray Ui some lines ia the Vhe- 
b^ of Slatlus, i. 720. 
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THE FiTAL SISTEKS. i 

Where our friends the conflict share. 
Where they triumph, where they die. 

As the paths of fate we tread, 

Wading through th' ensanguin'd field, 

Gondula and Geira, spread 

O'er the youthful king your shield. 

We the reins to slaughter give, 
Ours to kiO, and ours to spare : 

Spite of danger he shall live. 

(Weave the crimson web of war.) 



They, whom once the desert-beach 
Pent within its bleak domain, 

Soon their ample sway shall stretch 
O'er the plenty of iii& plain. 

Low the dauntless earl is l^d, 

Gtor'd with many a gaping wound : 

Fate demands a nobler head; 

Soon a king shall bite the ground. 

Long his loss shall Eirin weep. 
Ne'er again his likeness see , 



1. " Inanlt tha plenty of the vales below." 

Esssy on tbe Allianae, &0. Luke. 
L (Shall bite tlie ground) " Bviirai Wo? f;Uii' Ma;." 

i. Einn-] Ireland. 
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Long her strains in aorro* steep; 
Strains of immortality ! 

Horror covers all the heath, 
Clouds of carnage blot the sun. 

Sisters, weave the web of cleath ; 
Sisters, cease ; the work is done. 

Hail the task, and hail the hands ! 

Songs of joy and triumph sing ! 
Joy to the victorious bands; 

Triumph to the younger king. 

Mortal, thou that hear'st the tale, 
Learn the tenour of our song. 

Scotland, thro' each winding vale 
Far and wide the notes prolong. 



Tar. V. 49 
V. 60, 
V. 50 
V. 69 


. Hen til r US. 
. mill Veil. KB. 

Sun! ue. 
. m-idmg] EchoiDg. 


us. 






V. 19. This ( 
bert hua truisl 


ated n 


ns it uppearB in 
Lthout the inae; 


the ori^na 
ction or om 


l,Mr. 
iBsion 


Her- 
of a 


"•Tishorri 
■While ol< 
Air must 
Ere 111! 01 


d now to g»!e around, 

he ataiu'd with blogd of men, 
lir oracles BhsliM." 

Select loelttndie Poetry. ■ 


p. 60. 


T. 69. This and Uie 
Indeed, this poem ia 
though hiahly-Bpiritca 
interior to the "Deacei 


folloouiK line 
not ao moeli a 


,d, as Herhe 


he ori, 
rtobs. 


erves! 


V. 61. "Bea 


,rm.b 


jnoe on nheela of apoed." 
V. Philips. (Pind. 


, 1. Ma. 3.) 
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TDK FATAL SISTEBS. 

Slaters, lience with spurs of speed : 
Each, her thundering faulchion wiald j 

Each bestride her sable st«ed. 
Hurry, hurry to the field ! 



icd boetride. 



THE VE&TAITS KtVITHAi 



[Tho original is to be found in Saemnnd'a Eddis and in Bartho- 
1iniis,Da(!auBisc»nlamaendtBMorUa; HafniEe, I6ij9, quarto. 
Lib. III. e. ii. p. 632. (Sea Warton. Hist, of B. Poetry, 
vol. i. p. lii. And Warton'a Popo, vol. «. p. 70. " This 
Oda, I tbink nith Lord Offcrd, equal to any of Gray's,"] 

Uprsii Odiaa atlda ffautr, ^, 



• This Ode is maah more literally translatod than tba pre- 
oedin?. Tbe original title I bEive restored from Gray's MS. 
Tbe first five stansas of (bis Ode are omitted; in whioli Bal- 
der, one of tbe eoaa of Oilin, nas informed that he shonld soon 
die. tipon his oommunieation of his dream, the other gods, 
Nnding ic true by oonsnltjog Uie oiaoles, ngresd to ward aS 
the approoohing danger, and sent Frigga to exaa% an oath from 
every thing not to injure Balder. She, however, overlooked 
the Mialetoe, nitb a branob of whioh he was afterwards slam 
by Hodsr, at the inatigatJon of Lot. After the ezcoution of 
this camiuis^ni Odin, still alarmed for the life of his son. 
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Uphose the king of men with speed, 
And saddled straight his co^-hlack steed; 
Down the yawning steep he rode, 
Tliat leads to Hela's dreai abode- 
Him the dog of darkness spied; 
Hia shaggy throat he open'd wide, 
(While from his jaws, with carnage fill'd, 
Foam and human gore distill'd :) 
Hoarse he hays with hideous din, 
Eyes that glow, and fangs that grin ; 
And long pursues, with fruitless yell. 
The father of the powerful spell- 
Onward still his way he takes, 
(The groaning earth beneath hina shakes. 



called anather counoil ; and heating notliliig but divided 
DpinioDB amoDg the gods, to consult the Prophetess, '* he np- 
rose with speed," Vnli, or Ali, ths son of Biuda, aftsrwards 
avenged tiie dealli of Balder, by slaying Hodcr, and is called 
a " vondrons boy, becanse he lulled hia oDemy, berore he mis a 
day oldi before he had veabtd his face, oombed his hiur, or 
seen one selUng-sun," See Hetbert's laolandio Tianslaljons, 

6. 45 ; to ivkich I am indebted for part of this note. And the 
dda of Baemaud, translated by Cottlo. See alto the Intro- 
duelJDii to the Descent of Froa, in Sayer. Sramatio Sketohea 
of H. Mythology, II US 

V, 1. " When straight uptoao the liing of men." 

Chapman, tlomer. II. xiii. p.,43. 
V, 2. Sleipner was the horse of Odin, whiob had eight legs. 
Vidt Bdda. Mason, " And conJ biark steeds ybome of bellish 
fctood," Spena. P. Q. I. v. si. Info. 

V, 4, Vld. Cottle's Bdda, " Song of Vaithrudnea," p. !9. 
Note. Nifiheliar, the hell of the Gothio nutions, eonsisl^d 
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Till full before bis fearless eyes 
The portals nine of hell arise. 

Right agiinat the eastern gate, 
B J the moss-grown pile be sate ; 
Where long of yore to sleep was laid 
The dust of the prophetic maid. 
Facing to the northern clime, 
Thrice he trac'd the Euaio rhyme ; 
Thrice pronounc'd, in accents dread, 
The thrilling verse that wakes the dead ; 
Till from out the hollow ground 
Slowly breath'd a sullen sound. 



of Bine worlds, to nliich were devoted all such as 
rioknesB, old ttge, or by onj other raeana than in battli 
it presided llaln, the goddess of death. Moma. 

Huln, in the Edda, is described nith n drdtdTul oonn 
Kai her body half flesh soloni, and half blue. Grai/. 



L'AllcE. v. 60. Warton, nolB. 
V. 23. In a little poem ealled the "Magio of Odin," {see 
BarlAoliDos, p. «4I,) Odin says, " If I see a mna dead, and 
bandog aloft on a tree, I eograre Runic chrtracteri so iron- 
derful, that the man immediately descendB and Donferses Htth 
ms. When I see inaglolans travelling tlitough the air, I 
disconcert them nlth a eingle look, and foi-oe them to abandon 
their entctpiize." 
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What eall unknown, wliat cliarms presunw 
To break the quiet of the tomb ? 
"Who thus afflicts my troubled sprite, 
And drags me from the realms of night ? 
Long on these mould'ring bones have beat 
The winter's snow, the summer's heat, 
The drenching dews, and driving rain ! 
Let me, let me sleep again. 
Who is he, with voice unblest, 
That calls me from the bed of rest? 

A traveller, to thee unknown, 
Is he that calls, a warrior's son. 
Thou the deeds of light shalt know 
Tell me what is done below, 

Var. V. 27, What call anfeiDWn] What voice unknown, ui 
V. SO, Jtfyjro^ifrfl Aweaiy. lis. 
V. 35. ift] This. us. 



V, 27. " What iHiwer art thon, who from heloiv 

Hast iPflde m« rise." Dryd. K. Arth. vi, 

V. 3a. " Till cold December eomes willi drhivig ram." 

Dryden. Virg. G. i. 301. Luke. 

V. 34. Tfaia and the two followliie verses are net In tU 
ori^nal, and therefors Gray probably borrowed them ftyim 
tho ThesBilian Inoantotjon in Luoan. Ph. vi. 8S0: " Bio pnst- 
qn»ni fata pere^t, stat vultu nuestoa tncilo, morism^t r^M- 
di." See Qoiirt. Rev. No. ixii. p. 311. " Let me, let me rest." 
Pops. " Let me, let me drop my freight." Dryden. Seo, 
Mag. Rngns. "Let me, let me froeie agnlo to death." 
Dryden. K. Art]i. 

V. 40. Odin nns anxious nkiut the faM of hix son, Balder, 
wiiohod dreamed he wns soon to die. Hewoa killed by Odia'a 
on, Hoder, who was himjelt slaio by Vali, i 



Odin and Kiuda, ooasonaat with this prophecy. Se« the Edda. 
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TiiE vegtam's kivitha. 

For whom yon glitt'ring board is spread. 
Dreas'd for whom yon golden bed? 



Manthng in the gohlet see 
The pure bev'rage of the bee: 
O'er it hangs the shield of gold ; 
'Tis the drink of Balder hold : 
Balder'a head to death is giv'n. 
Pain can reach the sons of heav'n ! 
Unwilling I my lips unclose : 
Leave me, leave me to repose. 

Once again my call obey ; 



What dangers Odin's child await. 
Who the author of his fate ? 

Var. V. 41. Yan] Tha. us. 



V.i2. " Non moTBt BUff a pompa tWi." Prudent, ir, St. 
Hi. V, iiL " Aorato leoto," Jnr. Sat. vi. 

V. 43, "The spioed gobUti maiulcd hmh." 

T. Wart™. Worka, ii. 74. 

V. 60. "Qnid, oro, me post lethisa poeuln, Jftin Stjgiis pa- 
Indibus innatantem ad momeiLlsnce vitce rcdunltis olHma t 

Apul. Mem'or. ii. 40. quoted in th6 Quarterly Eev. No. iiii. 
p. SU. 

V. 51. Women were looked upon by the Gothio nations as 
having npaouliarinslEM intu futurity; and some there were 
that made profession of magio aits ond divination. These 
travelled round the country, and were received in every house 
with great reepeet and honnur, Suoh a, Homiin bore the name 
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In Hoder'a hand the hero's doom ; 
His brother sends him to tli.e tomb. 
Now my weary lips I close : 
Leave me, leave me to repose. 

Prophetess, my spell obey ; 
Once again arise, and say, 
"Who th' avenger of his guilt, 
By whom shall Hoder's blood be spilt? 



In the caverns of the west. 
By Odin's fierce embrace comprest, 

Var. V, 60, 60. Pn^htesf, Ac] 

" OHoe ogain mj call dbej. 
Prophetess, s.rise and say." Ul. 
V. 61, 62, WliPtb'atesga-i&ri.^ These veiEi 
peeed in us. 



of Volra Seidfcoija or Spakona. The dress of Thorbior^ one 
of these prophetesses, is desoribed at large in Eitlk's itanda 
Soga, (apud Bartholin, lib. i. cap. iv. p. 6gS.) '< She h*d on 
a blue vest spangled all over wiUi stones, u neoklace of glass 
beads, aod a cap made of the skin of a btaek lamb lined witb 
white oat-Bkin. Bhe leaned on a staff adorned wilh brass, nUb 
a round head set with atones; and was prt with an Hunland- 

Her buekiDS were of rough oalf-skln, bonnd on with thonga 
studded nith knobs of brass, and her gloves of white cat-skin, 
the fur turned inwards," *o. They were also called ffottjTisi, 
or Ilolkummg,i.B. Kvlli-Mia; and Vniadikoiia, i. e. Oracu- 
lorum Mulier; iVin-mr, i.e. Paroie. Gray. 
V. 63. " Wlien my weary lips I olose 

N. Ta\e. Poe'mg, p. 90. 
T. 66. King Harold made (acoording to the singnlar bus- 
tom i>f his time) a solemn vow never lo clip or cnmA hit hoi,, 
till he should have extended his away over the whole oountry. 
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TUB VEGTAMS 

A woud'rous hoy alial! Einda bear, 
Who ne'er shall comb his raven hair. 
Nor wash his visage in the stream, 
Nor see the sun's departing beam, 
Til! he on Hoder's coi-se shall smile 
Flaming on the futi'ral pile. 
Now my weary lips I dose ; 
Leave me, leave me to repose. 

Yet a while my call obey ; 
Prophetess, awake, and say, 
What virgins these, in speechless woe, 





Var. V. 65. 

V. 7i, 


. Am 


td'r 


''Ad.e!"'^;. "'■ 






Herb. 
AbMo 


3rt. loelaud 
.rD,p.52: 


Trai 


iBla 


t. p. 39. In the 


Dyi 


ng Song of 




« Know, gentle mother, know. 
Thou nilt ?ini comb my fiommg hm 
When summer ai.eeW return, 






V. 


75. "It is n. 


3t oertttin 


,'' aaj-8 Mr. Heibi 


.rt,. 


•what Odin 



has been anppoaed tliat it alludes to the enibuasy ofterwai-ds 
Bont by Friggft to try to redeem Balder from the infernal 
regions, and that Odin betrays hia divinity by mentioning 
-what had not yet hnppened." loeland. Iianalat. p. IS. — 
The object of tfaia embassy was frustrated by the perfidj' of 
Loke,who, having nssumed (as was supposed) Uie ^ape of an 
old womnn, rofusod to join in Hie e^oeml petition. "I Lok 
(she seM) vrill weep witii dry eyes the funeral of Balder. Let 
all things. Using or dead, weep if they will, but let Helii keep 
her prey." — After this, Loke hid him.setf, built a boose 

ont his hiding-place, njid the gods assembled Co take huu. He, 
seeing this, bntnt his net, and changed himself into a salmon. 
After some trouble, Thor oaught hun by the toil; and thia is 
the reason why salmons, ever ailer, have had their tiuls so fine 
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82 GEATS POEMS. 

That bend to earth their solemn hri 
That their flasea tresses tear, 
And snowy veils that float in air ? 
Tell me whence their sorrows rose 
Then I leave thee to repose. 

Ha ! no traveller art thou, 
King of men, I know thee nowj 
Mightiest of a mighty line 

No boding maid of skill divine 

T«r. V. 77. Tkai, floi™] Who. floBlnE, ua. 
V. 79. Say from wlionoe. ws, 
V. 83. Tha miglidest of tbe mighty line, n> 



Md tMn. Thej bound him with chains, and suspended the 
lerpmt Shada over his head, whose venom foils upon his faoe 
drop bjr drop. His nife BigDna eits b; his etde, oatclies tha 
drops as they flill fram hla faoe in a basin, which she empties 
as often as it is filled. He will remain in chains till the end 
" ■ " le Twilight of the 



Sods. To this tha prophetess alludes in 


1 the last Etonia, Sea 


Bntler. Eat. Blbl. li. ISi. 




V. 76. This and tha following verae 


are not in the Latin 






V. B!. " Great Love < 1 know ttee n. 


flW. 


Eldest of tha Goda, art tho. 




Drjdi 


m. K. Arth. Kn«(«. 


V. 86. In the latjn, " mater triom 


gigantum ; " probably 




to be " no prophetess 


of good; " and who bore to Lolie, as 


the Bdda says, three 


ohildren. the wolf Fenils, the great sei 


-pent of Midgitrd, and 


Hela, all of them called giants in that 


syatcm of mytholoiry. 


Mw™. Same. Agon. 1247, "I dread 


him not, nor all ffls 


giimt-bnn^. Luke. 
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THE TEGTAMS KIVITHA,. Sd 

Art tliou, nor prophetess of good ; « 

But mother of tlie giant brood. ! 

Hie thee hence, and hoast at home, 
That neyer shall enquirer come 
To hreak my iron-sleep again; 
Till Lot has hurst his tenfold chain ; « 

Never, till substantial nigkt 
Has reassum'd her ancient right ; 
Till wrapt in flames, in ruin hurl'd, 
Sinks the fabric of tbe world. 

Yar. V. 8T. Hio theo, Odin, boast us. 
V. 90. fl^w] Hftvo. MS. 
V. 92. Haa reassumyj Keasaumes ter. BS. 

" Et deornm Drepnsciilnm 

W. Herbert has published a translation of the introdnotory 
lines of this poom, and alee mueh curious information illustra- 
ting Eoreral passages in Uie text. See his Seleot leelacd. 
Poetrj, p. 43. He metitions some little nmpUBcalions in Gray, 
tending to convey nofjona of tha Icelandio mythology, not 
worruinted by the orii^nal, na " VoiU-lilatk steed;" Ranm- 
hair; " '■ TflricB be trac'd the Rnnio rhyme j " "The portala 
iu?ia of hell ; " " Po^m and Aumiob gore." 

T. 89. " j'o^KEOC.BfTVOf, " Horn. " FtrreuB aomnns," Virg. 
^o. »ii. 300. " Iron sleep," Dryden. And " An iron slum- 
ber shuts my sleeping eyes," Dryden. Georg. iv. 717. 

y. 80. Lot is the evil being, who oootinues in ohnins till 
the tmilighi of Ike godi approaches: when he shall break his 
imnds, the human raoe, the stars,nnd sun, shall disappear; the 
earth sink in the seas, and lire consume the shies: even Odia 
himself and his kindred deities shall perish. For a further 
explaoaHon of this mythology, sae " Introd. ii I'Htat. de Dan- 
neraaro pur Hallet." 17&5, quarto; or rather a titmslation of 
it published in 1770, and enlitled "Northern Antiquities; " 
in which snme mistakes in He original are Jndioionsly oor- 
reoled. Mam/n. 
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gbat's poehb 



THE TRIUMPHS OF OWEN".* 



[From Evans. Speo. of the Welsli Pootty, 1761, quarto, p. 26, 
wbero is a Prose version of this Poem, and p. 127, Owen 
Bueceeded hia father Griffith app Cj-nan ia the piinoipoljty 
of N. Wales, A.D. IIST. This battle una fooght in the 
joar 1157. JoneB. Relies, vol. u. p. 36.] 

Owen's praise demands my song, 

Owen swift, and Owen strong; 

Fairest flower of Roderic's stem, 

GcwjT.eth's shield, and Britain's gem. 

He nor heaps his brooded stores, ■ 

Nor on all profusely pours ; 

Lord of every regal art, 

Liberal hand, and open heart. 

poem, " Hermode's Journey to Hell," ib 

ition of Mallefs Horthetn Anliqoities, 

Boronii Diss, do Sddia tsiand. p. 153. 

la hnipaaic in qua solem nlgrescere, tellnrem in 

aam iii, Stellas de atelo lapsuras, igoem in vetustmn 

rioam disffivitnram, V. Sibjll. Yeluap. Stroph. 

Velah of the above poont nas tha oompo- 

ai the souofHelir, immediately ofter Prlnao 

edd had defeated the oombined fleets of loeland, 

ind Norway, whioh had Invaded his tenitory on 

-irglefiea. There la liliawiaB another poem whioh 

ia famous battle, written by Pviwie Howel, the son 

'vnedd: a literal translation of whioli may be eeea 

. ii. p. SG. Id Muson's edition, ond in oil 

.ions, it Is said that Owen auooeedcd hia 
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THE TRIUMPHS OP OWEK, 

Big with hosts of mighty name, 
Squadrons three against him came; 
This the force of Eiria hiding, 
Side by side aa proudly riding, 
On her shadow long and gay 
Lochlin plows the wat'ry way ; 
There the Norman sails afar 
Catch the winds and join the war: 
Black and huge along they sweep. 
Burdens of the angry deep. 

Dauntless on his native sands 
The dragon-son of Mona stands ; 
In glitt'ring arms and glory drest, 
High he rears Itis ruby crest 
There the thund'riag strokes begin, 
There the press, and there the din ; 



A.D. 1120. The date I hara altered, agraeablj to 
;t of Mr, Jonee, to A.D. IIST. 
. Gw^nMhi Nortli Wales. 
. " With open lieart and bonnteoua band." 

Swift. Cud. and Too. 
V. 10. " A battle round of squadrons Ihne thej atett." 
Ealttei. Taaao, iviii. 96. 

. " And on her shadow ridea in floating gold." 

. Drydea. A. Mir. G. Sifcveas. 
. LucMiA] Denmark. 

tery way," Drjden. JEa. iii. 330. Rogers. 
I. Tbe red dragon is the deviee of CWwallader, nbich 
all taJB descendanta bi>ro on their banners. Mmoji. 

V. 23. " It aeems (snya Dr. Evans, p. 26.) that the fleet 
landed in some part of the frith of Menai, and that it was a 
kind of toiit engagement, some fighting from the ahore, others 
from tbe ships; uid probably tbe gr^ slsugbler iroa onlng 
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Taljmalfra's roclcy shore 
Echoing to the battle's roar. 
Check'd by the torrent-tide of blood, 
Backward Meinai rolls his flood ; 
While, heap'd his master's feet around, 
Prostrate warriors gnaw the ground. 
Where his glowing eye-bails turn, 
Thousand banners round him hum : 
Where he points liis purple spear, 
Hasty, hasty rout is there. 
Marking with indignant eye 
Fear to stop, and shame to fly. 
There confusion, terror's child, 
Conflict fierce, and ruin wild, 
Agony, that pants for breath, 
Despair and honourable death. 



to ilB bdng low water, and tliat they eonld not sail. Thiamin 
doubtli^a remind loaay of the spirited aaaount delivered b; 

on laie shore of Pylus, between the AthanianB and the Spar- 
tans under the gdlant Brasidaa. Thuojd. Bel. Pelop. lib. iv. 

V. 25. "Tol Moelvre." Jsaes. 

V. 27. This and tie three following lines are not in the 
former editions, but are now added from the anthor'e MS, 



aentlment omitted by the trana- 
lator: " And the glory of our Prince's wide-wasting aword 
shall be celebrated in a hundred languages, to ^vB him hja 

merited praise." 
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THE DEATH OF IIOEL. 



Had I but tJie torrent's might, 

With teadlong vage and wild affright 

Upon Deira'a squadrons hurl'd 

To rush, and sweep them from the world! 



* Of .Ineorin, atjlod the Monarch of the Bards. He flour- 
ished about tho tiTne of Tnliessin, A.D. 570.1 a'hls Ode is 
eitvaoied from the Gododin. See Evans. Spociniena, p. 71imd 
13. This poem ia extromely ditiioull to be understood, being 
written, if not in the Ployah, at leoat in a, dialaet of the Britons, 
very diSei'ont from the modern Welah. See Etiiub, p. 68-75. 

■■Anenrin wilJi theflonlng Mnee, King of Bards, brother to 
flildae AlbuniiiB the hbtorian, liied under Mynyddang of 
Edinburgh, a prince of the Horth, whoaa Buiilorohogion, or 
warriors weariog tlie golden torques, three hundred and aiity- 

in B, battle nibh the Saxons at Catti-oeth, on tlie eastern eoa«t 
of Yorkshire. Ilis Clododlu, on beroie poem written on that 
erent, is perhaps the oldest and noblest production of that age." 
Jones. Relies, rol. i. p. IT. — ■ Taliesain composed a poem called 
'Cuuuhiline's InOHjitadou,' in emalatlon of excelling the Oo- 
dodin of Aneurin his rival. He aecomplished his aim, in the 
opinion of subsequent bards, b; candensing the proliiity, with- 
out losing the Ideas, of his opponent. 

v. 3. The Itingdom of Deira included the oounUes of Tork- 
shire, Ihirham, LunOHshire, Westmoreland, and Cumberland. 
See Jones. Belies, vol. i. p. IT. 
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38 GKAT S rOEMS. 

Too, too secure in youthful pride, 
By them, my friend, my Hoel, died, 
Great Cian's son : of Madoc oid 
He ask'd no heaps of hoarded gold ; 
Atone in nature's wealth array 'd, 
He ask'd and had the lovely maid. 

To Cattraetli'3 vale in glitt'ring row 
Twice two hundred warriors go: 
Every waiTior's manly neck 
Chains of regal honour deck, 
"Wreath'd in many a golden link : 
From the golden cup they drink 
Nectar that the bees produce, 
Or the grape's extatic juice, 
Fiush'd with mirth and hope they burn; 
But none from Cattraeth's vale return. 



V. T. Cian] In Jddss. Relioa, it la spult 'Kian 
V, 11, In tha rival poem of TaliaasiQ mentii 
this olreumstunce ia thus eiprosscd ; " Threa, and 
and tdrea hnndred hsroes flookod to the variega 
of Cattraeth ! but of those who hastened from 
maad-^oblet, sure three, retnrnad not. Ojiion an 
with hymoa they oammB morale, and mo for mj 
mutually lament." Sen Jones. Rolies, toI. ii. p. 
great topio perpetually reoumng in the dodndii 



V. U, See Sayar'a War Song, from the Qaalio, in hiaPoei 
p.l7d. 

V, 17. See Er, GoIdBmith. Trans!, of Grotina, Joaepl ! 
phompjuieaa. p- 9, " Naotar of the Beea,^* and Eurip 
Baoclie. v. 1J3, pel Si jifhnuHv viKrapi. 
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THE DEATH OP HOEL. 

Save AeroJi brave, and Conan strong, 
(Bursting through the bloody flirong,) 
Anil I, the mealiest of fliem all. 
That live to weep and sing their fall. 



Have ye seen the tuslty boai,* 
Or the bull, with sullen roar, 
On surrounding foes advance? 
So CariLdoc bore his lance. 



Conan'9 name,t niy layi rehearse, 
Build to him. the lofty verse, 
Sacred tribute of the bard, 
Verse, the hero's sole reward. 
As the flame's devouring force ; 
Aa the whirlwind in its course; 



V. 30. In the LaUn tmnslatiiD ; "Ex its autem, qui niimo 
potu tmulidi ad bellain propemliaiit, non ovaaera nisi trea." 

V, SI. Properly ' Cooon,' or, as in tta Welsh. ' Chynon.' 

Y, 23. In the Latin traaslation: " Et cgomct ipso sanguine 
rnl liter od hoc carmen ooinpiiigeiiilviin nun suporslos 

f m M. — " Gray has given a. liind of sentimental 
m d ty 1« his Bald whiQli is quite out of pluoo." QuarUi-lj/ 
Em 

Th d the following short frogmont nnsht to liara ap- 
pe red m ng the Posthumous Pieces of Gray ; but it mm 
bh ght preferable to Insert them lit this piuce, nilb the 
p ec d e fragment IVom the Gododin. See Jones. Belies, 

1 I p II 

t In Jones. Relioa, vol. L p. 17, it is ' Yrdei's name j ' 
and in turning to Che original I see ' Bhudd Fedel,* as trell S3 
in the liatin transUition of Dr. Eians, p. 75. 

V. 2. " Ha knew himself ta sing, and build thehJIs rhymi." 
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As the thunder's fiery atroke, 
Glancing on the shiver'd oak; 
Did the sword of Conan mow 
The crimson harvest of the foe. 



[Soe W. S. Landuri Poemato, p. 1B6.] 

In vain to me the smiling mornings shine, 

And redd'ning Phcebus lifts his golden fire ; 
The birds in vain their amorous descant join, 

Or cheerful fields resume their green attire : 
These ears, alas ! for other notes repine, 

A different object do these eyes require; 
My lonely anguish melts no heart hut mine; 

And in my breast the imperfect joys expire. 

PriraoaquB ct Bittemos metendo stravit liumuu 
le Blade Tiotor," Hor. Od. iv. 14, 31, 

. Milt. P. L, V. lee, "That cronn'st the emUing mom. 



Milt, P. L. W. 602, "She nil nigiit long her antoro 

" And in my cai the imperfect nmsiit diea." 

Drjden. Ovid. Rogers. 
, Spena. B. H. oant. iii..Bt. 5: " On thuae Cupi 
irmiea ied, of Uule Imxs." Luke. 
. A line similar to Uu3 occars in Cllibcr's Alterati 
if lUulmrd tJie Thii'd, act li. Eo. 2: 
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Yet morning smiles the busy race ta clieer, 
Aud new-born' pleasure brings to happier me 

The fields to all their wonted tribute bear ; 
To warm their little loves the birds complai 

I fruidess mourn to him that cannot hear, 
And weep the more, because I weep in vain 



EPITAPH ON MBS. JANE CLEHKE. 



This lady, tha wita of Dr. John Clerka, phjaioian at Bpsom, 
diei April 27, 1757; and waa buried in the church of 
Beckeubaiu, Kent. 

Lo ! where this silent marble weeps, 
A fi-iend, a wife, a mother sleeps ; 
A heart, within whose sacred eell 
The peaceful virtues lov'd to dwell. 

" So we must vreep, because we weep in rain." 
" Solon, when be wept tnr his son's death, on ono aajing to 

litm, • Weeping will not help,' answered : Ai flird Si toCto 

ioKpia, &Ti oife iniimi- ' I weep for that very oause, (hat 

Tveeping will not avail.' " Sea Diog. Laert. toI. i. p. 39. ed. 

Meibomii, It is also told of AngosCus. See also ^tzgeftry's 

life and Death of Sir Fiiuids Drake, B. 99. 
" Oh ! therefore do we ploine. 
And therefore weepe, beoauBa we weepe In raine." 

See alao Dodsley's Old Ploys, vol. i. p. 139, and Bamfyldo'a 

Sonnets, p. 6. ed. Park. 

V. 1. " Thia wefping marble had not aak'd a taai." 

Pope. Epitaph on Bd. D. of Buckingham. And Winds. For. 

" There o'er Uie martyr-king the iimttU tewjw," 313. " Orat 

te fiebiU Snxuia." Born. Anthol. Lot. vol. ii. p. 283. 
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Affection warm, and faith sincere, 

And soft humanity W(a:e tliere. 

la agony, in death re:ugn'd, 

Slie felt the wound alie left behind. 

Her infant image, here below, 

Sita smiling on a father's woe : 

"Whom what awaits, while yet he strays 

Along the lonely vale of days ? 

A pang, to secret sorrow dear ; 

Asigli; anunayailing tear; 

Till time shall every grief remove, 

With life, with memory, and with love. 



r.V 7- 


-10. In agony.. 


.*=■] 




" To liide her oarea 
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liMg'ring pain, 
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who eouia n( 
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ntimely gray 


e." MB. 



bellion fied," Dry- 
Liug. 0. Ail- ■•'■v^. w .I.V M»t^ oSsoft humaajiyy" 
. .or Love, act- ii. bc. i, " Oh I soft Jatinanity in age 
." Pope. Epitaph is. " The soft virtue of A«nwiu(y," 
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EPTTAPH ON Sm WILLIAM WILLIAMS.* 



This Epitaph mm nrltten nt tbe request of Mr. Frodcriok 
Alontngn, who iatended to bave iiiEoiibeil <t on a monument 



at Bellifile, at the siege of whioh Sir W. Williams wna lillled, 

snn's Memoirs, yot. i. p. 7 , 

76; andH. Wnlpole's Lett, to G.Montagu, p. 2ii. 



. See Haenn 



'. P. Willinma, in Brydges. Eestitulii, vol. 
i. p. 63; and In Clubs of London, vol. ii. p. 13. "In the 
soklesaneas of a deapondiog mind, he approached too near 
le enemy's sentinels, and was shot through the body." 

" Valiant in arms, eourteooa nnd guy in peaeo, 
See Williaau enatoli'd to an untimely tomb." 

Hall Stevenson's Poems, ii. p. IB. 



Hekb, foremost in the dangerous paths of fame, 
Young Williams fought for England's fair re- 

His mind each Muse, each Grace adom'd his 
frame, 
Nor envy dar'd to view him with a frown. 



* Sir William Peers Williams, bart. a captain in Burgoyne'a 

V. 3. Etvmev eieirfjjf TrivuTofpapog, ^ 6 /ie?,txp!>! 
iasjicev Mouowi', ufijuya srd XaptTuw. 

Sophoo. EiHt. ed. Branek. toI. 1. p. 10. 
Tto KCiatai SiiW Mpa, rbv lA NM/i^Eioir iLwexSl- 

Tbeoor. Idyll, a. Ul, 
I reoolleot also tlie same eipreaaion in Gregory Nniianien's 
Epitaph on Euplioniioa. ivTOC 5i< &i j^pfTEf jiboaai^ 66aav. 
" A thousand Graax round her person [ilaj, 
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94 GHATS POEMS, 

At Ais, his vo!unta-y aword lie drew, 

There first in hlooil Ha infant honour seal'd; 

From fortune, pleasure, science, love, he flew, 
And scorn'd repose when Britain took the field 

With eyea of fiame, and cool undaunted breast, 
Victor he stood on BeUisle's rocky steeps — ic 

Ah, gallant youth ! this ma.rhle teUs the rest, 
Where melancholy friendsliip bends, and weeps. 



EHEGY WRITTEN IN A COUNTEY 
CHURCH-YARD. 

the maniisoript variations in tliia poem, in tbe Wbartoti pa- 
pera, ag-i-ee genoralJj with those pubiiehcd by Mr. Matliiaa, 
vol. I, p. 05, in his edition of Gmy's Works. See Eatrington 
on the SUtutea, p. 151. Bri^h Bibliog. vol. iii. p. viii. 

The curfew tolls the Itnell of parting day. 
The lowing herd winds slowly o'er the lea, 

The ploughman homeward plods his weary way, 
And leaves the world to darkness and to me. 



V. 6. Sir William ■Williams, in tho ejtpedLtioo to Alx, was 
on board the Magnanitue with Lord Hone; and was deputed 
to reoclve the oupitnlation. This expression baa been adopted 
b7 Scott: 

" Since riding aide by side, onr land 
First dr&v llu voluntoFu brar.d* 

Mormion, Introd. to Cant, iv 
V. I. " squilla di lontano 
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Now fades the glimmering landscape on the sight, 
And all the air a aolenn stilliiesa holds, « 

Save where tlie beetle wheels his droning flight, 
And drowsy tinltlinga lull the distant folds : 

Var. V. 3. And] Or. us. H. and W. 



" Tto curt'ow tolla ! — tho knell of parting dtty." 
So I read, soys Dr. Warton, Notes on Pope, vol. i. p. 82. 

" That lolli the hrscU of their drfarltd aenso." 
See Prol. to Troiius and Oresaida, rer. 22. And Qot dissimilar 
ia SiiaJies. Henr; IV. pt. ii. act i. eo. 2: 

"a sullen M( 

Eemembcr'd ktmlliag a drparled tVIend." 
v. 2. In the Diosem. of Aratns, this picture is drawn Bimilar 
to that of the linglidh poet, ver. 381 : 

"H ^ ore /aixjidiioio jrepijT^euM iyepuvrat 
"Ept^/iEWO! OToBiiMe ^ok^ iimiMiaioii iipiiv, 
'iiiv9(ial T^cijUMbi itopu; Kol jioiiSoaioto. 
And BO Dionjs. in his Periag. ver. IDO; 

Ksivoig S' fnuroTE rspm^g iKoicTOi i^ni); Ajm^-qc, 

Oi dE 0O€ff fCOKTiS/iOS if otAiOV tpXOjlEV(U.>V, 

See also Horn. Odyas. xvii. 170, pointed out by Wakefield, 
Add Petrarch, " Vag^o la sera, i buoi toi-nare Boiolta, de le 
eompagne e de Eotoate colli." 
V. 1. Spens. F. Q. b. vi. at. 7. o. 30: 

" And now she was up(«i the xnary v>ny," Lake. 

" Has pail his debt to Justice and to me." Dryd. Olid. 

" ElBSoia tl Mundoal Foaoonibra." Arioato. Ragers. 

V. 7. " Ere the bat hath flown 

His, eloisler'd Sight; ere, to black Hecate's enmmons. 

The ahard-borne lieflle wrih kia dnniiy him 

Bath rung night's yanning peal." Muob. not iii. so. 2. 

And so Collins, in his Ode to Evening: 
« Or where the btelte winds 
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Save that from yonder ivy-mantled tow'r, 

The moping owl does to the moon complain tc 

Of such as, wand'ring near her secret bow'r, 
Molest her ancient solitary reign. 

Beneath those rugged elms, that yew-tree's shade, 
"Where heaves the turf in many a mould'ring 

Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, i* 

The rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep. 

As oft he rises midst the tnilight path, 
Against tha pilgrim borne in heedless lium." W. 
V. 10. The " ignoTus bubo" of Ovid. Met. t. 650. Tha 
t«o folloHirg pBSsagea might supply tha images la the Bleey; 
" Aflsiduons in his hover the waiBig owl 
Plica his sad song." Thorns. Wioter, 114. 
And " the mdling oioj 

Screama solilary to the mouriifal moon." 

Mnllett. Excursion, p. 244. 
V. 12. " Desartnqua regna pastoi-um," Virg. Georg. iii. 
ilO. W. 

V. IS. Do Lille, iu his "Jordlns," has imitat«d these stanias 
of tha Elegy, oant. Iv. p. 86. 

V. li. " Those graves with bending osier bound, 

That nameless heave the crumbl'd ground." 

Parnell, Night Piece, 20. W. 
V. IB. See Hor. Od. i. iv. 17 : " Domua exilia PIntonia." 
The nord dniam, which answers to our poet's all, is ollen 
in Latin authors put for scptdchmm; as may be seen by re- 
ferring to Burmann's Petronius, cap. Tl ; and MorUlnnd'a 
Statiua, p. 255; the reason of nhioh Is given in Barthelemy. 
TrayelalnHaly, p. 349. 

V. H. " And e'er the odorous fo-coift of mom." 

Arcades, vor, 66. 
"In Eden, on tha tumid flowara that brealh'd 
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The breezy call of ineense-breathing mom, 
The swallow twitt'ring from the straw-built shed, 

The cock's shrill clarion, or the echoing horn, 
No more shall rouse them from their lowly bed. 

For tKem no more the blazing 'hearth shall bum, 
Or busy housewife ply her evening care; sa 

Vur. v. 10. O] And. ua, JH, and W. 
V, 18. " Mano jiitn olflram rcaenit foneatras, 

Hesiod gircs the awalloif Q Tery appropriate epithet; a^eli- 
cteii bpSpaySrr Ep)'. BG7. Wakefield quotes Thomson. An- 
tnmn. ver. 835. " The jwallow-people; — there they tmtter 
©heetful." " Bvandrum es laimili tecia i-ax soseitat alma, et 
matntini voluormn 3ub oulmine cantns." v. Virg. jEn. viii. 455. 

V. 19. " When chaMictca- with dariim shrill recalls 
The liii-dy day." Philipa. Cyder, i. 753. 
Wakefield citea Par. Lost, b. vIL ilit 

The ailsnt hours'." 
And Hamlet, ael i. ao. 1. L' Allegro, ver, 53, To niiich add 
Qnarles. Argalns and Partlieiiia, p. 22; 
" I a}ept not, till the early tuslr-him 
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No children nan to lisp their sire's return, 
Or climb his kneca the enYied kiss to share. 

Oft did the harvest to their sickle yield, a 

Their fuiTow oft the stubborn glebe has broke: 

How jocund did they drive their team afield! 
How bow'd the woods beneath their sturdy 



IiCt not ambition mock their useful toil, 
Their hoinely joys, and destiny obscure ; 



" In TiLiii for liliH the offloioua wife prepBtes 
The firo fiiir-blimng, and the TesUaaut wanni 
In vikin hie liMIe cbildren, peeping uut 
Into the mingling Sturm, demand tlieir sire 
With tears of orllesa innocenoe." 
v. 2i. " Intorea duloes pendent circum oscula nati," 

Vii^. Georg. ii. v. 523, W. 
SoDryden. ed. Worton, vol. ii. p. S65; 
•' Whose little ai'ma abonl thj legs are east, 

And cllmhiug for a kiss prevent their mother's haate." 
Bee elsD Thomson. liberty, iii. 171, and Ovid, llerold. Sp. 
vlii. 9S. Horn. II. B. in8. 
V. 26. " Tis mine to tame fte sitthbom glche." 

Gay. FabI, p. ii. xv. Lake. 
V. 27. "Ha drova afield." Lycidaa, 37. W. Add Dry- 
dan. Virg. Eclog. ii. 38. " With me to drive afidJ." Lukt 
"To drire afidil by morn the fattening ewes." A. Philips, 
V. 28. " But t/i the mota bent hia sturilie Kfoaie, 

And made many woundes in the waste oaho." 

ii. 639. 
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Nor grandeur hear with i Ii dauiful simle 
The short and simple innaU of tl t poor 

The boast of heraldry, the pomp of pow r, 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, 

Await alike th' inevitable hour. i 

TJie paths of glory lead but to the grave. 

Nor you, ye proud, impute to these the fault, 
If memory o'er their tomb no trophies raise, 



Y. 37, 38. "Forgive, jDproua.th'invDliinUry fault, 
If momory to these no tropliies raise." 

US. M. imd W. 

v. S3. '■ Very lilie," says the editor, (in s, note to the 
following ptisange of Cowley,) " in Uie espresaioii as well Eis 
^utimcnt, to UiLtt fine stanza in Oray'a Etegy, to), il. p. 213, 
Hm^'a ed. 

" ' Beantyt and strength, and wit, and wealth, and pormr. 
Have Lheir short flonrishiug hnw; 
And love to see theniaelves, and amito. 
And joy in their pre-eminenae a while; 

E'en 3o in the aaFiie land 
Poor needa, rich corn, gay flowers together stnnd. 
Alas I Death mows ilowo oil with an impnrUal hand.' " 
Gray's atnnia is, however, ohiefly indebted to sonie verses 
In his ftieod West's Monody on Queen Caroline; 
'■Ah me! ^hat boots us all our Aoos/ff'fpqieG'', 
Onr golden treasure, and onr fiurpie alate; 

Nor stay the fearful violence of fate." 

Dodaley. Miso, ii. 379. 
T. 36. In KIppis. Biographla Brltannica, vol. W. p. 439, 
in tlia Life of Crnshaw, written by Hayley. it is snid that this 
line Is " literally translated from the Latin prose of Bartbo- 
iinus in his Danish Antiquities." Sec Ilagthorpe. Poema, 
p. 4:7. " Glory doth thonsands to the grave betray." 

V. S9. " the roof o' the ohamher 

mth golden ohecuhims ia fnv^'L" 

Cymbel. aot U. ac I. W. 
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Where thro' the long-drawn aisle and fretted vault 
The peahng anthem swells the not« of praise. *> 

Can storied urn, or animated httst, 

Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath ? 
Can honour's voice provoke the silent dust^ 

Or flatt'ry soothe the dull cold ear of death ? 

Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid « 

Some heart once pregnant with celestial Are ; 

Hands, that the rod of empire might have sway'd, 
Or wak'd to extasy the living lyre ; 

Tar. V. 47. Ridl Seina. lia. M. 



" Ihia majeatical roof fiated mth golden lire." 
Hamlet, ai 
V. 10. " There let tlie pealing organ blow. 
To the full-voieed quire below, 
l^ aervice higb, aud atuhe'ii elaar " 



63. W. 



V. 41. " Heroes in animalnd marble frown," Temple of 
Tame, 73. W. Add Viig. Mo. vi. 843. "vima ducent da 
marmore vuliui." L«Jre. 

T. 13. " But wben our coantrj's cause praiKkes to arms." 

V. 44. " And sleep in didl cold marblo." 

Hen. Vni. act lil. so. S. 
V. 47. "Sunt mihi quM posMnt soeptra der>ere jpanus," 
Ovid. Ep. V. ver. 80. " Proud names that onoe llie rriiw of 
empiri held," llckell. Poem to B. of Wttrvrlok, ver. 37. 

V. 48. "TFafaH raplureBhigh," Par.Lojt, iii. S60. And 
Luorot. iL412: "Mobilibns digiOs MjKfgpfttfi: figurant." 
" Begin the song, and attilie the lim-iig lyre." Qmley. 
ADd Pope. Winds, lor. 981; 

His li'mg hutp. und lofty Denham sung." W. 
V. SO. " Kioh with the apoUs of nature." 
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But knowledge to their eyes lier ample page 
Rich Trith the spoils of time did ne'er unroll ; « 

Chill penury repress'd their noble rage, 
And froae tlie genial current of the soul. 

Full many a gem of purest ray serene 
The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear : 

F ull many a flower is hirn in hlnab |ini:^ipti, k 
And wuatejta aw eefaies s qnjhe desert air, 

V. 61, "So jnst thy skill, ao regular my ragt." 

Pope to Jervas. 
"Bb justly warn'd with jour own naiive rage," 

Popa, Prol, to Cato, 43, W, 
And, " How hard the taelt ! tow rare the godlike ragt." 

Tiokell. Prol. (Steele, Miso. p, 70.) 
V. 63. «Tha,t like to rich and miiona gcma lolay 
The unadorned bosom of the docp." 

Comua, yar. 22. 

" Thore Is many a rich stono laid up in tto IjowdHs of Iho 
earth, many a fair pearle in tkt bosomn of th' sen, that nerer 
was eeene, nor never shall bee," Bishop Hall, Cootemplfl- 
«ona, 1. vi. p. 872. See Qnart. R«t. No. xsii. p. 314, ad Fr. 
Barborini Poem, p. 148. 'Hi'tpyapa ■irSXKa (Juft/f UUJ'KpnTOl 
Kvimm irjimii'. and see T, WarCon. Milton, p. £34. 

T. B4, -A^vra KtuC 

v. 65. "KbB roses that in deserts bloom and die." 

Pope. EapB of the Look, iv. 15 

Also Choroberlayne. Pharonida, part ii. b, iv. p. 94; 

"Like beauteous floners which Tninly waste their 

Of odours in uuhannted deserts,^* 

And Young. Unir. Passion, Sat, v. p. 128: 
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Some villagc-Hampden, that, ivitli duuntless 
breast, 

Tlie little tyrant of tis fields withstood, 
Some mute inglorious Milton here may rest, •=' 

Some Cromwell guiltless of his country's blood. 

Th' applause of list'ning senates to command, 
The threats of pain and ruin to despise, 

To scatter plenty o'er a smiling land, 

And read their history in a nation's eyes. 

Their lot forbade : nor circumscrib'd alone w 

Their growing virtues, but their crimes confin'd ; 

Var. V. 5a. Fidds] Landa, ertLsed ia as. M. 



AaA wiEj-^e Ihar sv/eets in utifreijiientfd abodes.'' 

For tliB eipresaion " deaert air," Wakefield refers to Kndar. 

01. 1. 10; E^ai^UK ^l aWepo;. Also Fn^m. Inaect. oxvi, 

" Howl'd ont into the deaert air." Miwbatli, act Iv. sc. 3. 

V. 53. "With opon freedom ;;«ie(wrnn(srag'd." 

Tlioma. Winter. Lute. 
"Tbetyriuita of Tillages." Johnaon. Debates, i. 36S, 
V. 59. So Philips, in his animated and eloquent prefaoe to 
his Theairum Poetarnm, p. xiv. ed. Btydges: " Evan the recy 
names of some who having jiorhaps been oomparable to Homer 
for hevolo poesy, or to Euripides for tri^edy, yet neverthelasB 
aletp inglonmui m the croterf of Ike forgotten vulgar.'' 

V. 60. BiwardB, the ontJior of " The Canons of CrKldsm." 
here added the tiro folloning stanzas, (o supply what he 
deemed a defect in the poem: 

"Some lovely fiiir, whose unaBeeied ohnrms 
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Forbade to wade thro' slaughter to a throne, 
And shut the gates of mercy on mankind, 



The struggling pangs of conscious truth to hide, 
To quench the bhishes of ingenuous shame, to 

Or heap the shrine of luxury and pride 
With incenac kmdiod at the Muse's flame. 

Vur. V. 69. And-] Or. jra. M. and W. 

V, 71. SItrmei Shrines. liB. W. 

V, 73. After thisFeiflCjiiiOraj'a first MS. of tha poem, 
wore the four following atanzoa; 

" The thoughtleaa world to majesty may bow, 



"That liumhle beauty wara'd an boncst lieart. 
And sheer'd the laboura of a faithful spouse i 
That virtue form'd for every decent part, 
Ths healthful o&pi'ing that adoni'd thdr house. " 
T. 61. "TWiKwi'mssninfeslnngonnllheapoke." 

Pope. Mor. Esaajs, i. 1B4. 
V. 63. "To scatter bleaaings o'er tHe British laud." 

'no^eU. 
"Is acatteiing plenty over all the land." 

Behn. Epilogue. 
v. 61. " For in their eyes I read a soldier's love." 

Beau, and Fletoh. vi. 135. Rogers. 
V- 67. ^'And swam to empire thro' (^e purple flood.** 

Temple of RimB, 347. W. 
V. 68. "Thegites o/ mercy shall be all sAirf up," Hen. V. 
ant iii. so. !. Also ia Hen. VI. port iii. : " Open thy gatt of 
mercy, grftoiouB Lord." And so aaya an obscure poet; 
"Hishauible eye?, aigha, eries, and bruised brcaat, 
ForG'*d ope the gat&a of mercy, gave hira rest.*' 
NatJi. Eiohards. Pooma, Saored and Satyrical, l!mo. 16il. 
p. 115. " LEedtiffi janua elausa moBJ est," Ovid. Pont. it. 

V. 70. " Quouoh your blushes," Wint. Tale, act iv. ao. 3 
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Far from the inadding crowd's ignoble strife, 
Their sober wishes never learn'd to stray ; 

Along the cool aequester'd vale of life 71 

They kept the noiseless tenour of their way. 

But moi-e to innooenoa theiv safety owe. 



« And tbou who, minami of th' nnhonour'd dead, 
Dost in these notes their lutleas tnle lelate, 
B; night and lonely contemplatinn led 
To nander ia the gloomy walks of fate: 

" Hurt t boir the snored ealm, tbnt breathes around, 



■< No more, nith reason and thyself at etriTe, 
Give anxious cares and endless nisbea room; 
But througb the eool sequester'd rale of life 
Pursue the silent tenour of thy doom." 

And here the poem was originally intondod 
before the happy idea of the hoary-headed swa 
gestod itself to him. Meson thinks the thii'd 
jooted stunma eqoal to any in the whole olagy. 



V. 73. " For from the madding wordling'a hoarstf discords ." 

V. 75. "Foe to ;™rf praise, and friend to learned eaao. 
Content witb scienee, in ilie vols of peace," 

Pope. Ep. to lanton, 6. W. 
"Mollia par pladdam deleotant otifl. vilnm." 



V. 88. So Petrarch. Tr, I'Amore, iv. ver. nit. 

' Che '1 pia yft Innanuf, e !' ooohio toma Indletro." 
WalicSold qaotos a passage in the Aleeatis of Euriindes, 
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Tet eVn these bones from insult to protect, 
Some frail memorial still erected nigli, 

"With uncouth rhymes and shapeless sculpture 
deck'cl, 
Implores the passing tribute of a sigh. si 

Their name, their years, spelt by th' unletter'd 

The place of fame and elegy supply : 

And many a holy text around she strews, 

That teach the rustic moralist to die. 



For who, to dumb forgetfulness a prey, 
This pleasing anxious being e'er resign'd, 

Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day, 
Hor cast one longing ling'ring look behind? 

On some fond breast the parting soul relies. 
Some pious drops the closing eye requires ; 

Vat V. B2. Elegyl Epitaph. UB. 3f. 

V. 89, So Drajton in tia " Moses," n, 1564. toI. iv. t 
1T63: 

" It ia Bome comfort to Ik wretch to die, 

(If thore bo comfttt in the way of death) 
Xo baie eoine fiiend, or kind alliance by 
To be ofllcloua at the parting breath." 
V. 90. "i^BolaorinHB." Ovid. Triat. iv. 3, 41. 
" No Mend's eomplalnt, no fetid domeitic tear 
Pleaa'd thy pole ghrat, or grao'd thy mournfol bier; 
By foreign hauda thy dying eyet teere clos'd," 

Popo. Elegy, 8 
And, '* Then from hia Ehsia^ eye» thy fbrm shall part." t. 8 
And 90 Solon, vsr. 5, ed. ^itnok.; 

KoMitiroyu 8oviJv t^yta kdI aramxli^. W. 
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E'eu fropi the tomb the voice of nature cries, 
E'en in our ashes live their wonted fires. 

For thee, who, mindful of th' unhonour'd dead. 
Dost in these lines their artless tale relate } 

If chance, by lonely contemplation led, ss 

Some kindred spirit shall enquire thy fate, — 

Haply some hoary-headed swain may say, 
" Oft have we seen him at the peep of dawn 

Brushing with hasty steps the dews away, 
To meet the sun upon the upland lawn : uo 

Vw. V. 92. ITm, live] And, glow. MS, M. and. W. 
V. 92. " Awoke and Caiibful to hei wonWd fires." 

First und second edidous. 



V. 91. Some lines in tiie Antholo^n Lutrna, p. 600. Ep. oliii. 
bBiVe & strong Teaemblanoe to tbuee in the text: 
" Credo mihi vires aliquaa natura Bopulohris 
Adtribuit, tnmulos rindicnt nmbra suoE." 
Bo also Auson. (ParentaJia), ed. ToUii, p. 109: 
" Oaudent eompositi clneree sua notniua dici." 
v. 92. " Ch' i ve^lo nel peneier, dolce mio fuoco, 

Fredda unn iingDa, e due begli occhi chinai 
Eimanet doppo noi pien di fatille." 

PeM. Son. oljii. Gray. 
" Tet in onr ashen cold, is fire yrelien." 

CHiauEer. Bave. Prol. Ter. SSSO 
" Quamvls in oinerem oorpua mutaverit ignis, 
Sentiet oiSoium mcesta livilla pimn." 

Ovid, Trist. Hi. 3. 8S. 
" Xntoroa cave, sis nos odspemata sepuUnE, 

ftopart. ii, 13, 11. 
Tfakefleld dies Pope. Ep, to M. Blonnt, ver. 72: 
" By this e'en nnw tbey live, e'en now tbej obaim, 
Their wit etiil sparkling, and tha-fiamt «tiU w^rm." 
V. 98. " Tbe nice mom on the Indian steep 
From her eabin'd loophole pttp." 

GomnE, 140. see Todd, note. 
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" There at the foot of yonder nodding beech, 
That wreathes its old fantastic roots so high, 

His listless length at noontide would he stretch, 
And pore upon the brook that babbles by. hm 

Yar. V. 100. 

" On the high brow of yonder hanging lawn." 

Aftar whioh, in his first M8., followafl this stania^ 

" Him have ve seen the greentiood side along, 

While o'er the henth we hied, our labonr dona. 

Oft HE the woodlark pip'd her farewell song. 

With wistfnl eyes pursue ihe aetljng sun." 

" I mthet wonder (says Maaon) that he rejooted this 

which eliarma us pecnliarly ia this puit of the poem, bnt also 
completea tha atconnt of bis whole day ; wbereaa, this evening 
aeone being omitted, wa hare only his morning walk, and his 



So also Arcades, -ver. 50: 

" And from the houglis firujAoffthe evil dew," 

Add Tempest, aot i. so. I. 
V. 100. ao Petrarch: 
" Ee degli altii, snporbo, alt«ro fiome 
CAc *» conirU aol, quando e ne mena il giorno." 
And Tasao, in his Sonnet to Camoena ; 
" Vaseo, t« oui feiic^ ardlte antanne 
Incontm oJ sot che ne lipoFta il ^rno," Sm. 
And in an otter Sunnot: 

« Come va innami a V atlro aal I'anrora." 4o. 
V. lOO. " Ere the Kgk lawns appeared 

Under the opening eyelide of the morn." 

Ljoldaa, 26. W. 
V. 102. Sponsor. H. of Rome, B. s7Viu. 

" Shewing her viriathed routes and naked armes." LuJie, 
V. 103. " ms goodly length stretched on a lily bed." 

Speiis. B. Ida, 0.3. s. 2. jMke. 
V. 104. "TJndaIo™acfs!jrin7iAffldeailianttuit." 

Hor. Od. iii, 13. 15. 
" He lay along 
Under an oak, whose awijas root peep'd out 
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" Hard by yon wood, now smiling as in seora, 
Mutt'ring Ha wayward fancies he would rove ; 

Now drooping, woful-waii, like one forlorn, 
Or ci-aa'd with care, or cross'd in hopeless love. 

" One morn I miss'd him on the cnstom'd lull, 
Along the heath, and near his fav'rite tree ; uo 

Another came ; nor yet beside the rill, 

Nor up the lawn, nor at the wood was he ; 

" The next, with dirges due in sad array. 

Slow through the church-way path we saw 
him home : — "■> 



V. 105, " Tat at my parting sweotly did slio smile 

Jn scum." Shaieapeare Sonnets. 

•' amslgige halfe in scoFnc 

At OUT ftJjr." Skelton. Prol.to the Bougecf Courte, p. 59. 

" It makes me smila in scorn." App. and Virg. (Old Plays, 

TOl.»,p.363.) "LaughinginBOora." Mossioger. B. Lover. 

Eogirs. Milt. P.L.iv.MOS. " Diadainfuny half smUing." 

V. lOT. "Por pale and waaae he was, alas ! the while 

May aoeme ho bv'd or else some core lie tooke." 
Bpanser. Januaiy 8. W. 
V. 109. " Simul assuela eidetqua sob ulmo." 

Milt. Ep. Damonis. G. Sue^ms. 
V.lli. "InthecftwcA-ioBBonfAstoglide." 

Mids. N. Dr. aot v. so. 2. W 
V. 116. "Toll, (for you can,) what is it to bo wise." 

Topo. Bp. iv. 260. W 
" And steal (for yon can steal) celestial fire." Yoimg. 
" Sorntore to comas (potaa enim.)" Piin. Bp. iy. 30 
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Approach and read (for thou can'st read) the lay 
Grav'd on the stone beneath yon aged thorn." 



Here rests his head upon the lap of earth, 
A youth, to fortune and to fame unknown : 

Fair Seienc« frown'd not on his humble hirth, 
And Melancholy mai'k'd him for lier own. 120 

-^"'h-..'-< 

* " liofore tho Bpibaph," saja Maaon, " Gray originally 
iDserted n lery beuubiful sUum, nliicli ^?a3 printed ia eome of 
the first editions, but aftervmrde omitted, beeauau be tliought 
tliat it was too long a paretrchesia in this plaoe. Tfia lines, 
however, are in Uieinaelres exquisitely fine, and demand pre- 
eervatioa: 
" > There Bcntter'd oft, tlie earliest of the year. 

By bitnds unseen are sliow'rs of violets found; 
Tl5e redbveoat loves to build and warble there. 
And little fuolstepa lighUy print the ground.' " 

V. 117. " How ghid would lay me down. 

As in my nuKAer's li^." Par, Lost, i. 777. 
AlsoSpena. P.Qii.t.7.B! 

" On their ttuXher earlk''! dear lap did lie." 

operimeiao mains obdocatnr." Ciesro de Legibns, ii. 22. Lnar, 

I cannot help adding to this note, the short and pathetic 
sentence of Plin. Hist. Nat. ii. 63. " Nam terra novissime 



Nasoentem plnlido lumino videris." 

Hor. Od. iv, 3.1. K 
V. 1 21. " Large u™ his soul, as large a soul as e'er 
Submitted to inform a body hero." 

Oowley, vol. i. p. 119. 

had his eye on." 
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110 GSATS POEMS, 

Large waa his bounty, and his soul sincere, 
HeaVn did a recompense as largely send ; 

He gave fo mis'ry (all he had) a tear, 

He gain'd from heav'n ('twas all he wish'd) a 



No farther seek his merits t( 

Or draw his frailties from their dread abode, 
(There they alilie in trembling hope repose,) 

The bosom of his Father and his God. 
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A LONG STORY,* 



Gray's Elegy in a, Oountry Ohuroli-yard, previoua 1o itB puHi- 

othac admirera the Ladj Cobhom, who resldod at the man- 
gion-hooas at SCoke-Pi^b. The perlbcmaaee induning her 
to niah ibr the autlior's Heqnojntaaoe, her reladon, Misa 
epBed, imd Lady Sohanb, then ab her honae, unifertook Ui 
efSetii it. These two ladiea wMted upon the author at hia 
annt'a sulitary habitation, where he at that time resided; 
Mid net finding tiim at iiome, they left a eard behind them. 
Mr. 3ray, surprlesd at auoh a onapliment, returned tbe 
Ti«t. And as the beginuli^ of this a«quf^ntanee bore some 
appearance of romance, he booq after gave a hnmorons oo- 
count of it in the following copy of vetsea, whicli he entitled 
" A Long Story." Printed in 1163 with Mr. Bentlcy's 



In Britain's isle, no matter where, 
An ancient pile of building stajids : 

The Huntingdons and Hattons there 
Employ'd the poVr of fairy hands 



* This Poem waa rejeeted by Gray in tlio Oollcetion pub- 
lighed bj himself ; and though published afterwards by Ma- 
son ill hia Memoirs of Gray, he placed it amongst the Letters, 
ti^ther with the Posthumous Kooaa ; not thinking himself 
authorized to inaert among the Poems what the author hod 
rejected. 

V. S, The mansion-houae at Stoke-Pogeis, then in the pos- 
Eeasion of Viacountera Cobham. The house formerly belonged 
to the earls of Huntingdon and the family of Hatton. Maaoa 
Bir EdmoDd Coke'a manaion at Stoke-Fogeia, now the seat cf 
Mr. Ponn, was the soene of Gray's Long Story. The antique 
elilmaeys Lave buen allotred to reioaia as vestJgea of the Poet's 
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JI2 gkat's poems. 

To raise the ceiling's fretted ieiglit, 
Each, panel in achievements clothing, 

Eich windows that exclude the hght, 
And passages that lead to notliiiig. 

Full oft within the spacious walis, 

When he had fifty winters o'er him i 

My grave Lord- Keeper led the brawls ; 

The seals and maeca danc'd before Mm, 

His bushy beard, and shoe-strings green. 
His high-crown'd hat, and satin doublet, 

Mov'd the stout heart of England's queen, i 

Though Pope and Spaniard could not trouble it 

What, in the very first beginning ! 

Shame of the versifying tribe ! 
Tour hist'ry whither are you spinning ? 

Can you do nothing but describe? ■ 

A house there is (and that's enough) 
From whence one fetal morning issues 



fimoy, and n column with a stntue of Onke marks the former 
ftbode of Its illustrioos iahabitttnt. D'laraaH. Our. of lit, 

grew Ser.) i. 482, Coke manied Lady Hatton, relict of Sic 
illiam Hatton, Bister of Lord Bnrlinglioa. 
V. 7. "And storied windows riohlj dight, 

Csaljng a dim religions li^t." D Pens. 1S9. 
And Pops. Bloi3a,142: 

*' Where awM arohes make a nooncla; night, 

And the dim windows skcd a Boloran light." W. 

v. 11. EarOhriabJpher Hatton, promoted by QoeenBUsabetJi 

for his gracefol person and fins dancing. Orat/. See Hmiie's 

England, toI. v. p, 3S0. Nannton'e Fragmenta Begalia, and 

Oolilandi Eli2ahetha, u i. Barrington on the StataWs, p. iOB. 
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A LONG STORY. 11 

A brace of Wfuriors, not in buff, 

But rustling in their silks and tissues. 

The first came cap-a-pee from France, 
Her conqu'ring destiny fulfilling, 

Whom meaner beauties eye askance, 
And vainly ape her ai-t of killing. 

The other amazon kind ieay'n 

Had arm'd with spirit, wit, and satire ; 

But Cobham had the pohsK giv'n, 

And tipp'd her airows with good-nature. 

To celebrate her eyes, her Eur — 

Coarse panegyrics would but tease her ; 

Melissa is her " nom de guerre," 

Alas, who would not wish to please her I 

"With bonnet blue and capuchin^ 

And aprons long, they hid their armour; 

And veil'd their weapons, bright and keen. 
In pity to the country farmer. 



V. 11. Brawls were a sort of Itenol. Cgure-danoe, tlien in 
vogno. SeeEnglaBd'sHclicon.p.lOl; Bi-owna's Poems, vol. 
lii. p, 149, ed. Thompson; and the aota by StocvenB to Love's 
Lab. Inst, aot iii. so. 1. And so Ben Jonson, in a Mosquf!, 
vol. vi. p. 27, ed. Whalley; 

" And Ihenoe did Venna learn to lead 
The Idalian braidi." 
But SCO mote partioulsirly Mnrston, Maloontent, act iv. so. 2, 
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Fame, in the sbape of Mr. P — t, 
(By this time all the parish know it) 

Had told that thereabouts there lurk'd 
A wicked imp they call a poet; 

Who prowl'd the country far and near, « 

Bewiteh'd the children of the peasants, 

Dried up the cows, and lam'd the deer, 

And Buck'd the eggs, and kill'd the pheasants. 

My lady heard their joint petition, 

Swore hy her coronet and ermine, so 

She'd issue out her h^h commission 

To rid the manor of such vermin. 

The heroines undertook the task, 

Thro' lanes unknown, o'er stiles they yentur'd, 

v. 11. It has bean soJd, tlmt this gentleman, a nelghbout 
and iicqnaintiLnoe of Giaj'a in tbe country, waa muoli dis^eased 
with the liberty bera taken with hia naina : yet, aurely, with- 
out an; great reasaii. Masm. Mr. Boheit Pnrt wag Fellow 
of King's Coll, Cant. nS8, A.B. 1742, A.M. 1716; was an 
aBSistunt at Eton school, tutor to Lord BaltjiaoTe's eon lliere, 
and afterwards to tlie Duie of Bridgewater; in 1749 he waa 

E resented to the rectory of Settrington in Yorkahiro, which ha 
eld with Dorrmgton in IJie same county : he died in Ap. 1752 
of Ihs amatl pox. ^aac Eetd, 

V. 61. Henry the Fourth, in the fourth year of hia reign. 
Issued out lie following commistion againat thia apecdea of ver- 
mdn: — *< And it ia enaat«d, that no fliaster-rimour, minatrol, 
or otlier vasaiatd, be in any wise sustained In tbe land of 
W^ea, to make commoiths, or gatherings upon ihe people 
thars." — " Vag/ibond," says Bitaon, " was a title to which tfio 
profbaaion had been lung aeouetomed." 
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Kapp'd at the door, nor etay'd to ask, k 

But bounce into tKe parlour entcr'd. 

The trembling family they daunt, 

They flirt, they sing, they laugh, they tattle. 
Rummage his mother, pincli his aunt. 

And up stairs in a wHrlwlnd rattle : ct 

Each hole and cupboard they explore, 
Eacli creek aad cranny of his chamber, 

Etm hurry-scurry round the floor, 
And o'er the bed and tester clamber; 

Into the drawers and china pry, k 

Papers and books, a huge imbroglio ! 

Under a tea-cup he might lie. 

Or creased, like dogs-ears, in a folio. 



There ate still stronger Scotch atatntca Bgajnst thorn, eomo oon- 
demmng them and " snob like falee " to lose their ears, and 
Dtliers their lives. B7 a Inn of ElizabetJi, the Bnglieh minstrels 
were prouounOBd " rogoes, vagabonds, mid sturdj beggars," 
xxxix.Ellz.e, l.s. 2. Bee Bitaon'a Engl. Songs, 1. liii. Sar- 
rlcgtoD on tjie Statutes, p. 360. Dodele;. Old Flays, xii. p. 
S81. Strutt. SpotlsBudPaatimea.p. 182— 196. Puttenham. 
Art of Engl. Poeaie. (1539) IJb. ii. o. 9. 

V. 6T. There is a very great simiinritj between the style 
of part of tiiis poem, and Prior. Taie of tbe ' Doie ; ' aa for 
instance in the following Btanias, whiob Gray. I Ibinli, mnst 
tiare had in his mind at the time : 

" With one great peal Biej rap the door. 
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On the first marching of the troops, 
The Muses, hopeless of his pardon, 

Convey'd him undemeatli their hoops 
To a small closet in the garden. 

So rumour says ; (who will, believe.) 
But that they left the door igtar, 

Where, safe and laughing in hia sleeve, 
He heard the distant din of war. 

Short was his joy. He little knew 
The pow'r of magic was ao fable; 

Out of the window, whisk, tliey flew, 
But left a spell upon the table. 

The words too eager to unriddle. 
The poei felt a strange disorder ; 

Transparent bird-lime form'd the middle. 
And chains invisible the border. 

So cunning was the apparatus, 

The powerful pot-hooks did so move hii 
That, will he,' nill he, to the great house 

He went, as if the devil drove him. 



" I mtiiTel muoh, she Bmiling Enid, 
Your poultry oannot jet be found; 
Lies te ia yonder slipper dead, 
Or may be in the tea-pot drawii'd." 
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A LONG STOKT 1' 

Yet on his way (no sign of grace, 
For folks in fear are apt to pray) 

To Pliojbua he preferr'd hia case, 
And hegg'd his aid that dreadful day. 

The godhead would have back'd his quarrels 
But with a hlush, on recollection, 

Own'd that Iiis quiver and his laurel 
'Gainst four auch eyes were no protection. 

The court was sat, the culprit there, 

Forth from their gloomy majisions creeping, 

The lady Janes and Joans repair, 

And from the gallery stand peeping : 

Such as in silence of the night 

Come (sweep) along some winding entry, 
(Styack haa often seen tlie sight) 

Or at the chapel-door stand sentry : 

In peaked hoods and mantles tamish'd, i 

Sour visages, enough to scare ye, 

High dames of honour once, that gamiah'd 
The drawing-room of fierce Queen Mary. 

Tlie peeress comes. The audience stare, 
And doff their hata with due Eubmission: ' 

She curtsies, as she takes her chair, 
To all the people of condition. 

V. 103. Sfynci] The houaelieeper. G 
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113 gk.vt's poems. 

The bard, with many an artftil fib, 
Had in imagination fenc'd him, 

DisproY'iJ the arguments of Squih, 

And all that Groom couiil urge against hi 

But soon his rhetoric forsook him, 
"When he tiie solemn hall had seen ; 

A sudden fit of ague shook him, 

He stood as mute as poor Macleane. 

Yet something he was heard to mutter, 
" How in the park beneath an old tree, 

(Wit]iout design to hurt the butter, 
Or any malice to the poultry,) 

" He once or twice had penn'd a sonnet ; 

Yet hop'd that te might save hia hacon; 
Numbers would give their oaths upon it. 

He ne'er waa for a conj'rer talten." 



V. 115. Sgmb-] Groom of tlie oliamher. G. 

JameH Sqnibb waa the son of Dr. Arthnr Squibb, the de- 
aoendant of an andent and respeotable family, whoaa pedigreB 
is traced in the herald's visitalaona of Doraetabire, to Jobn 
Sqoibh of Whitohuroh in that conntj, in tha 17th Bdw, IV. 
1477. Dr. Squibb malriiMilated at Oxford in 1656, iadk bis 
degree of M.A. in IirDvember, 1662; nae ehapliun ti> Colonel 
Bellaraa'a rsgiment abont 1685, mid died in 1607. Aa be naa 
in diBtrcaBcd ciroumstajiceB towards tlie end of bia life, hia aon, 
Tsmea 8quibb, nna loft almost destitnte, and waa consequently 
apprenticed to an npholder in 1712. In that sitnation he 
attracted the notice of Lord Cobiiam, in whoao secviae he con- 
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A LONG STOEY. 

The ghostly prudes with bagged face 
Already had condemn'd the sinner. 

My lady rose, and with a grace — 

She smil'd, and bid him come to dinner. 

"Jeau-Maria! Madam Bridget, 

"Why, what can the Viscountess mean?" 
(Cried the square-hooda in wofiil fidget) 

" The times are alter'd quite and dean ! 

" Decorum's turn'd to mere civility ; 

Her air and all her maimers show it. 
Commend me to her affahihty ! 

Speak to a commoner and poet ! " 

[Here firo hundred atsmzna qto loat.] 

And 80 God save our noble king, 

And guard us trom long-winded lubbers. 

That to eternity would sing, 

And keep my lady from her rubbers. 



tinnea for many joara, and died at Stowo, in Junp, 1762. His 
eon, Jamee Squibb, nbo settled ia SaFllle Bon, London, was 
grandfallier of George Jnmes Stjuibl), Eaq. of Otobard Street, 
Portmao Square, wlio is llie preaant reprasentaUve of this 
branch of the family. NUotns. 

V. 116. G^am] Tlie etewiird. G. 

V. 120. Macteaae] A famuns higbwaymanbanged theweek 
before. G. 

Bee a Stjiirf to the long Story in Hafeewiil's History of 
Wmdaor, by John Penn, Eaq. and a ferther Sequel to that, by 
tho late Lanreate, H. J, Pye, Esq. 
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POSTHUMOUS POEMS AND 
PRAGMBNTS. 



ODE ON THE PLEASURE AEISINQ FliOM 
VICISSITUDE. 



Left unfiniahad bj Qraj. With aiditiona by Maaon, dia- 
tinguishad by inferled oommas. (I have read Eomething 
that Mason has done in fiDishing a half-nritton ode of Gray. 
I find he will never get the better of Ihab glars of oolouring, 
' that dftsjliog blaze of eong,' an expression of his own, mid 
rii^uloas enungh, whicii disSsurea hiilf hie nritings. V. 
Liuighorae's I«tt. toH. More,!. £}.) Sb« Mns^e Etuaenses, 
ii. p. 176. 

Now the golden mom aloft 

Waves her dew-bespangled wing, 

V. 1. Sophool. Antig. V. 103, xfi^l"! A/icpac 0Mfapov; 
and Dyer. Fleece, lib. Ui. " Qrey dana appears, the golden 
mom ascends." Lute. 

V.a. '■ Vermeil oheelt," see Milton. Comus, v. 749. Luke. 
V. i. "Eorifera muleens aura, Zaphyrus vamas evooat 
herhos." Saoeo. Hipp. i. II. Jjahc. 

V. 8. " Half rob'd appears the hawthorn hedge, 
Or to the distant aye displays 
Weakly grem Via bndding sprays." 

Wartun. First of April, i. 180. 
See Mant's note on the passage. Add Buohan. Fealm xxiii. 
p. 36. "Qute Vffis If BBu' pinpt annenitas." 
V. 9. _ — "Kiaa nam proles, 

Arlubm infirima tencras loselTa per berbss 
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With vermeil cheek and whisper aoft 

She wooes the tardy spring : 
Till April starts, and calls around 
The sleeping fragrance from the ground; 
And lightly o'er the living scene, 
Scatters his freshest, tenderest green. 

New-born flocks, in rustic dance, 
Frisking ply their feehle feet; 

Forgetful of their wintry trance. 
The hirda his presence greet : 

Butr chief, the sky -lark warbles high 

His trembling thriUing extasy ; 

And, lessening from the dazaled sight. 

Melts into air and liquid light. 

Rise, my soul! on wings of fire, 
Rise the rapturous choir among; 



)VBl race, 
ring pace." 

T. Warton, j. 183. 
V. IT. Mbboh informs us, that he has hoard Oray sa7, thnt 
Gicaset's "iEpitre i ma Steur" gave him (he first Wea of 
this tie; and wlioaver, he sajs, oomparea it with the Prenoh 
poem, will find some sligM traits of raaemhlanoe, but ohioflj 
in the author's sevouUi stanza, fhe following lines eoem to 
hare bcoii in Oraj^s remomhranao at thia place : 
" Man dme, trop long tema flilrie 
Va de nnuveau a' fepanouir; 
Et lorn de tonte reverie 

Voltiger avoo Is Z6phira, 
Occup^ tout cntioi dn 9oin du plldair d'etre," &e 
Luorot. T. 382, " liquiai firas Innunia." Milt. P. L. vii. 362, 
"drink the f^uE'' /e^^.'*^ Jatbe. 
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[22 geat's poems. 

Hark ! 'tis nature strikes the lyre, 

And leada the gea'ral song: 
' Warm let the lyric transport flow, 
Warm as the ray that bids it glow ; 
And animates the vernal grove 
With health, with harmony, and love. 

Yesterday the sullen year 

Saw the snowy whirlwind fly ; 
Mut« was the music of the air, 
The herd stood drooping hy : 
Tlieir raptures. now that wildly flow, 
No yesterday nor morrow know ; 
Tis man alone tliat joy descries 
With forward and reverted eyes. 

Smiles on past misfortune's brow 
Soft reflection's, hand can trace; 

And o'er the cheek' of sorrow tlirow 
A melancholy grace ; 



V. 35. Mat. Son, II. 3. " Help waste a saH™ day." 

V. 31. " Sure liB that mttde nB nith Bnch large discourse 

Loohiag before and after." Hamlet, aot h. ac. 4 
'(Imperat, ante Tddett perpenditf prfeeavii, lufit.** 

Prudent, p. 374. ed. Delph. 
V. 41. " Where Pleasure's roses void of aerpents grow." 

Thomson. C. of Ind, a. ii. at. Iva, iiite, 
V.43, Dr. Warton refers to Pope. Bssaj on Man, il. 270 : 

See some fit passion etevy age supply: 
Hope travels on, nor quits us till ne die " 
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While liope prolongs our happier hour, 
Or deepest shades, that dimly lower 
And blacken round our weary way, 
Gilds with a gleam of distant day. 

Still, where rosy pleasure leads, 

See a kindred grief pursue; 
Behind the steps that misery treads, 

Approaching comfort view : 
The hues of bliss more brightly glow, 
Chastis'd by sabler tints of woe ; 
And blended form, with artful strife. 
The atreugi.h and harmony of life. 

See the wretch, that long has tost 
On the thorny bed of pain. 



BeeCadmirOd.: 

" Altarno rcflcunt ohoro 
Rians ct gcmltus, ot mad!di9 prope 
Sicci cum laoryjni! Jooi 

Naaeuntur mediis gaudia luodbna," 

V. 45. " Hera sweet, oc strong, may every oolonr flow; 
Here let the pencil narm, ths celoDrs glon; 
Of light and Bhide prorolie the noble strife. 
And wake eaoli Btrlking faature into life." 

Brown. Baaay on Satire, ii. S8 
T. 49. " ! joiifs de la oecvftlaaoenoa ! 
Joura d'nne pure volnptSi 

Un rayon d'immortnlit^. 
Quel fau ! tona lea pliuairs ont voU dana mon bus, 

J'adore avee transport te o^leste flambeau; 
Tout m'interesse, tout m' eoflime — 



Lee plus dwples objeots; le el 
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At length repair his yigour los!, 
An'd hreathe and walk again : 
The meanest floweret of the vale, 
The simplest note that swells the gale. 
The common sun, the air, the skies. 
To him are opening paradise. 

Humble quiet builds her cell. 

Near the source whence pleasure flows ; 
She eyes the clear crystalline well, 

And tastes it as it goes. 
' While ' far below the ' madding ' crowd 
' Rush headlong to the dangerous flood,' 
Where broad and turbulent it sweeps, 
' And ' perish in the boundless deeps. 

Mark where indolence and pride, 
' Sooth'd by flattery's tinkling sound,' 

Gio, softly rolling, side by side, 
Then- dull but daily round: 



Ld matin d'nD bean jour, lOi reidure des boie. 

La friuchsar d'nne violette; 
Milles Bpeotooles, qn'auWefoia 

On Toyoit ayao nonohalance, 
Transporteut anjonrd'hni, pr^seiitDnt.cleB appna 

Et line la foule ne volt Tp£." Qrcsset. torn. 1. p. 145. 

V. 55. " OomraunemquB priua, oeu lumina solis." Ovid, 
Met- i- 135. *'Neo sotein pmp'ium natura, nflc a^ra feoit-^' 
Ovid. Met. ri. 350. f Ne Itucm, qnoqne hane qnie aimmanu 
til." daem. "SolomnibnalnoeL" Pet. Arb. c. 100. "Com- 
□mnlB ODDCtls Tivendbu3 aura." Piadent. 8ym. ii. 86. " Thi 
mmmon benefit of vilal oil'." SrjdeD. 
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' To tlicse, if Hebe's self should bring 
The purest cup from pleasure's spring, 
Say, can they taste the flavour high 
Of sober, simple, genuine joy? 

' Mark ambition's march sublime 

Up to power's meridian height ; 
While pale -eyed envy sees him climb. 

And sickens at the sight. 
Phantoms of danger, death, and di-ead, 
Float hourly round ambition's head ; 
While spleen, within his rival's breast, 
Sits brooding on her scorpion nest. 

' Happier he, the peasant, far. 

From the pangs of passion free, 
That breathes the keen jet wholesome a 

Of rugged penury. 
He, when his morning task is done. 
Can slumber in the noontide sun ; 
And hie him home, at evening's close, 
To sweet repast, and calm repose, 



v. 56. ■■ BtJfii from apen'd Paradise." y. Paii-fas. Tasso, 
iv. 75. Luke, " And Paradiaewoflopou'd inthewild." Pope. 
" Andpomdise vRtBopm'fi in hiB face.'* Drjden. Absalom, ed. 
peniBk, Yol. i. p. 116. 

V. 59. So Milton aooonta tte word: 

Par. LoBt, b. 'n. ver- 772, 

L'timour a'eodort enna YolupU; 
Los des in^mea pliiisirB, las de leur multitade, 
Le sentiment ii'eet plus flatte." 
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gray's poems. 

3 whence the Miss, 

Feels, and owns in carols rude, 
That all the circling joys are his, 

Of dear Vicissitude. 
From toil he wins his spirits Hgiit, 
From busy day the peaceful night ; 
Eieh, from the very want of wealth. 
In heaven's best treasures, peace and health.' 



TRANSLATION OF A PASSAGE PEOM 
STATIUS.* 

THEB. LIB. TI. TEH. 704—724. 

TniKD in the labours of the disc came on, 
"With sturdy step and slow, Hippomedon; 
Ai-tfiil and strong he pois'd the well-known weigl 
By Phlegyaa warn'd, and fir'd by Mnesthens' fat' 
That to avoid, and this to emulate. 
His 'vigorous arm he tried before he flung, 
Brac'd all his nerves, and every sinew struDg; 
Then, with a tempest's whirl, and wary eye, 
Pursu'd his cast, and hurl'd the orb on high ; 



* Thia translEtlJoii, written at the age of twenty, i 
Gray seat to West, oonsisled of aboot a hundrea ami ten 
Alason seleotad twenty-aeven lines, wUoh be publishe 
Gray's first attempt at English rerse; and to show how 
he W uulnhed of DryclcD's spirited msjiuer nt that 
period of hiallie. 
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TRANSLATION FEOM STATIUS. 127 

The orb on high tenacious of its cflurae, w 

True to the mighty arm that gave it force, 
Far overleaps all bound, and joys to see 
Its ancient lord secure of victory. 
The theatre's green height and woody wall 
Tremhle ere it precipitates its fall ; " 

The pondeivDus mass sinks in the cleaving ground. 
While vales and woods and echoing tills rebound. 
As when from jEtna's smoking summit broke, 
The eyeless Cyclops heav'd the craggy rock; 
Where Ocean frets beneath the dashing oar, ao 
And parting surges round the vessel roar; 
'Twas there he tum'd the meditated harin. 
And scarce Ulysses scap'd his giant arm. 
A tiger's pride the victor bore away. 
With native spots and artful labour gay, es 

A shining border round the margin roU'd, 
And calm'd the terrors of his claws in gold. 

Cambriige, Maj B, nS6. 

V. 12. V. Mat. P. E. iv. IBl, "At ono slight bonnd bigli 
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THE FRAGMENT OP A ITtAGEDY, 



"TaBBritanniousot Bofiine, I kiiow,wiisoiie of Grnj'B moat 
&iTouFit« pUja; itnd Ibe udmitoble manaer in vrbjch I have 
heard him any that ho saw il rapreaented al Paiis, aaema to 
bate led hliu to choose the death of Agrippma for his first and 
only Effort in the drama. The execnUon of it also, ns far aa 

Hiat great poet had been bom an Englishman, be irould bais 
writlea pr^sely in the some style and manner. Honever, na 
there ia at present in this nation a, genei-al prejudioe i^nEt 
deidamotory plays, I agree nitli a learned friend, who pci-uscd 
the inannserlpt, tbot this Hagment nill be little relished by 
the man^ ; yet the admirable strokes of nature and oharaotar 
with whioh it nhonnds, and the majesty of its diction, prevent 
me from mthholding from the few, who I eipect will relish It, 
GO great a enrioalty (to eall it oottuDg more) as part of a tra- 
gedy wiitten by Gray. These pereons well know, tbaC Ull 
style and sentiment be a little more regarded, mere aotion and 
passion will never seonre reputation to the author, whatever 

strut and fret hie hour upon the stage; ' and if be frets and 
struts enough, be Is sure to find bis reword in the plaudit of an 
upper galleiy ; but the other ought to have some regard to the 
oooler judgment of the eloset: tor I will be hold to say that 

which please there as much as they do on the sta^, Ids repu- 
tation would not stand so universally high as it does at present. 
Many of these passages, to the shame o! onr thealrieaJ tasto, 
are omitted constantly in the representation; but I say not 
this from oonviodoa that the mode of writing, whioh Gtay pur- 
sued, is the host for dramatic pnrposes. I think myself, what 



* See Tacitus's Annals, bimk li 
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r have Maerted elsewhere,* that a medinm between the Prenoh 
and English taste would be pTeferBible to either; imd jet this 
medinm, if hit with the greatest nioeCy, would fail of suooess 
on onr Uieatre, and that for a very ohirioua ceason. Actors (I 
apeak of the Woop ooUoatively) muat all learn to apeak as wall 

" Bnt let me hasten to give the teodet what little inaigbt I 
can into Gray'e plan, as I find and aoleot it from two detached 
pnpors. The Title and Dramatis Persona are as follow." 
(See Moson. Life of Gray, vol. iii. p. 3.) 



AGEIPPINA, A TRAGEDY. 

;ars that Lord Hevvey loft in MS. a tragcrtj of Agrip- 
ia rhjraed verse ; bob Walpolo's jSoble Authors, p. IBS. 
is a tragedy o^Agrippina by Lohenstein; see ResamS 



le Poeta, Tol. ii. p. B.] 



Neko, the Emperor. 

PorPJii, belieTed to be in lore with Otho. 

Otbo, a jonng man of quality, in love with Popp.«a. 

SBMB04, the Emperor's Preceptor. 

AHiOEma, Captain of the Giuu-fla. 

SEHBTaics, the Cynic, friend to Seneca. 

AcEBOBiA, Confidante to Agkippika. 

SCKNK — TAe Emperor's villa at Bairn. 

" Tbb argument drawn ont by him. In tiiese two papers, under 
the Idea of a plot and under-plot, I shall here anite; as it will 
tend to show that the action itself was possessed of snffident 

"Tbe drama opens with the indignation of Agripplna, at re- 
ceiving her son's orders from Anloetus to remove from Baiie, 
and to have her guard taken from her. At this time, Otho, 



:o Blfridn, particularly Letter II. 
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hitving connjjed Poppffia from bhe honas of bcr liuab^utd Buh 
fus Crjspinus, brings tier to Baice, where lie loeans to oODoeid 
her among tbe enjivd; ot, if iia fraud ia di&jovei'ed, to have 
Tecourae to Ibe BrnperoT^s autborit;; bat, knowmg tbe lai?- 

tbnt ULpedieDt but on the utmost neoeasity. In tbe ueau 
time be commits her to tlie oare ot Anioetna, -whom ha tates 
to be bis friend, and in whose i^ be tbinliH be may safely 
oonfide, Nero is not yet eome to Biuie : but Saneca, wbom 
he sends before him, informs Agrippina of tbe acoueaijon con- 
cerning Bnbellins Plaucns, and desiies her to clear herself 
vhiob she does briefly : but demuida to see her son nb a 
bia nrriial, acquits her of all anspieion, and re to b to 

her honours. In tl^" '"" '" ' "'" "" " " 

■ itruated by Otho, contrives the f II ._..„ 

•y chance, to tbe aght of the b autiful 
Popftea; the Emperor Is unmediately atruot with h ha ma 
and she, hj & feigned resiatanee, increases bis pasa n h ugh 
in reality, she is fi'om the flrst dEiaated nith the p ospect f 
empire, luid foists Otho : she therefore Joins niUi Anicetus 
in his design of ruining Agripplaa, soon perceiving that it -nill 
be for her interaat. Otho, hearing that tbe Emperor bad seen 
Poppsea, is much enraged ; but not knowing that this interview 
waa obtained through the tceaohecy of Anicetns, is readily 
persuaded by him to see Agrippina in secret, imd aequiunt her 
with his fears that her son Nero would marry Poppff a. Agrip- 
pina, lo support bar own power, and to wean lie Bnperor fhon 
tbe love of Poppsea, ^res Otho encouri^ement, and promises 
to support him. Anioetua secretly introduces Nero io hear 
their discourse, who resolves immediately on bis mother's death, 
and, by Anioetus's meana, to destroy her by drowning. A 
solemn feast, in honour of their reoonoiliation, ia to be made ; 
afiar whioh, she being to go by sea to Banli, Ihe ship is so oon- 

retnms to ^iffi. In this Interval, Otho ha« an Inteiview with 
Poppiea; and being duped a seooiid tame by Anioetos and her, 
daterminea to fly with her into Greece, by means of a veaael 
whiob ia to be famished by Anicetns; Irat he, preteodiug to 
remove Poppcea on board In the night, conveys her t« Nero's 
apartment: ahe then enoouniges and determmes Nei'o to baniaii 
Otho, and finish the horrid deed he bad attempted on hia mo- 
ther. AniCBtusundertakestoexeCHtsbiBresolvesj Bnd,nnder 
pretence of a plot upon the Emperor's life, is aentwithagnaid 
to murder Agrippina, who ia still at Biuie in imminent fear, 
and irresolute how to conduct herself. Ihe account of her 
death, and Uie Emperor's horror and fruitless remorse, flnisbes 
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AGRIPPINA, 



ACT L SOBNE 1. 



Agkip. 'Tis well, begone I your errand ia per- 
form'd, [_Speais as to Anioetua entering. 
riiemesaage needs no comment. Tell your master, 
His mother shall obey him. Say you saw her 
Tielding due reverence to his high command ; 
Alone, unguarded and without a lictor, « 

As fits the daughter of Germanicus. 
Say, she retir'd to Antium ; there fo tend 
Her household cares, a woman's best employment. 
What if you add, how she turn'd pale and trembled; 
You think, you spied a tear stand in her eye, lo 
And would haye dropp'd, but that her pride re- 

strain'd it ? 
(Go ! you can paJnt it well) 'twill profit you, 
And please the stripling. Yet 'twould dash his joy 
To hear tlie spirit of Britannicus 
Yet walks on earth : at least there are who know 
Without a spell to raise, and bid it iiro lo 

A thousand haughty hearls, unus'd'to shake 
When a boy frowns, nor to be lured with smiles 
To taste of hollow kindness, or partake 
His hospitable board: they are aware so 

Of th' unpledg'd bowl, they love not aconite. 

V. 19. 8i) in tho Bdlanniona of Baoine, act. \t. m. 2, Agrip- 
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132 grat's poems. 

Acer. He's gone: and mui:li I hope these 
walls alone 
And the mute mr axe privy to your passion. 
Forgive your servant's feara, who sees the danger 
Which fierce resentment cannot fiul to raise 20 
In haughty youth, and irritated power. 

Ageip. And dost thou talk to me, to me of dan- 
Of haughty youth and irritated power, [ger. 
To her that gave it heing, her that arm'd 
This painted Jove, and ta,ught his novice hand so 
To aim the forked bolt ; while ho stood trembling, 
Scai'd at the sound, and dazzled with its bright- 

'Tis like, thou haat forgot, when yet a stianger 
To adoration, to the grateful steam 
Of flattery's incense, and obsequious vows m 
From voluntary realms, a puny boy, 
Deck'd with no other lustre than the blood 
Of Agrippina's race, he liv'd unknown 
To fame or fortune ; haply eyed at distance 
Some edileship, ambitious of the power « 

To judge of weights and measures ; scai-cely dar'd 
Oft expectation's strongest wing to soaf 
High as the consulate, that empty shade 



" II mile ftveo I'orgaeil qu'il a pria dana leuF sang, 
La fiertfi des Neions, qii'il puisa dans mon fianc." 

BriLaDiiicua, aot i- sa. 1 
V. 38. So Elegy (Bpitapii)! "A joatii, la fm^ane and (0 
f-vie ankaomi." 
V.iS. 
" Ce jour, ee Irlste Jour, fmppe SECor ma menioirei 
Oil NfiroB fut lui-mioiB ibi/ui df sa ghire." 
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AGEIPPINA. I'd 6 

Of long-forgotten liberty : when I ■n 

Opcdhisyoungeye to bear the blaze of greatness; 
Shew'd him where empire tower'd, and bade him 

strilie 
The noble quarry. Godsl then was the time 
To ahrjnk from danger; fear might then have worn 
The mask of prudence; but a heart like mine, 
A heart that glows with the pure Julian fire, w 
If bright ambition fi'om her craggy seat 
Display the radiant prize, will mount undaunted. 
Gain, the rough heights, and grasp the dangerous 
honour. [steps, 

AcEE. Thro' various life I have pursued your 
Have seen your soul, and wsnder'd at its daring : 
Hence rise my fears. Nor am I yet ix> learn sa 
How vast the debt of gratitude which Nero 
To such a mother owes ; the world, you gave him, 
Suffices not to pay the obligation. 

I well remember too (for I was present) k 
When in a secret and dead hour of night, 
Due sacrifice perform'd witii barb'rous rites 
Of mutter'd charms, and solemn invocation, 
Tou bade the Magi call the dreadful powers, 
That read futurity, to know the fate m 



" Hcco (oiclaDint) mihi pro tonlo 
Haaere reddis prEBmin, goatet 



's Magical studies, cuoault Plini 
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13i GBAX'S POEMS. 

Impending o'er yonr sou: fheir answer was, 
If the son reign, tlie mother perishes. 
Perish (you cried) the mother ! reign the son ! 
He reigns, the rest is heavVa ; who oft has bade, 
Ev'n when its will seem'd wrote in lines of Wood, ™ 
Th' unthought event disclose a whiter meaning. 
Think too how oft in weak and sickly minds 
The sweets of kindness lavishly indulg'd 
Kankle to gall ; and benefits too great 
To be repaid, sit heavy in the soul, w 

As unrequited wrongs. The willing homage 
Of prostrate Home, the senate's joint applause. 
The riches of the earth, the train of pleasures 
That wait on youth, and arbitrary sway ; 
These were yowr gift, and with them you hestow'd 
The very power he has to be ungrateful. si 

Agkip. * Thus ever grave and undisturb'd re- 
flection 
Pours its cool dictates in the madding ear 
Of rage, and thinks to quench the fii-e it feels not. 
Say'st thou I must be cautious, must be silent, m 
And tremble at flie phantom I have raised? 
Carry to him thy timid counsels. He 
Perchance may heed 'em : tell him too, that one 
Who had such liberal power to give, may still 
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AOEIPPINA. 135 

With equal power resume fliat gift, and raise bo 
A tempest fliat shall shake her own creation 
To ite original atoms — tell me! say 
This mighty emperor, this dreaded hero, 
Has he beheld the gUttering front of war ? 
Knows his soil ear the trumpet's thrilUng voice, os 
And outcry of the hattle ? Have his limbs 
Sweat under iron harness ? Is he not 
The ailken son of dalliance, nure'd in ease 
And pleasure's flow'ry lap? — Eubelliua Hves, 
And Sylla has his friends, though school'd hy fear 
To bow the supple inee, and court the times ™ 
With shows of fair obeisance ; and a call, 
Like mine, might serve belike to wake pretensions 
Drowsier than theirs, who boast the genuine blood 
Of our imperial house. [passion, 

AcEK. Did I not wish to check this dangerous 
I might remind my mistress that her nod iw 

Can rouse eight hardy legions, wont to stem 
With stubborn nerves the tide, and face the rigour 
Of bleak Germania's snows. Four, not less brave, 
That in Armenia quell the Parthian force ni 
Under the warlike Corbulo, by you 
Mark'd for their leader: these, by ties confirm'd, 
Of old respect and gratitude, are yours. 
Surely the Masians too, aiid those of Egypt, ni 



V. 3H. V. seneeie uotaT. 437. Hero enters, "±-er 
perata, mitte qni Platai mihi, Siillceque otesi refomi; a\ 
oaput." i.e. Planti Rnbellii. 

V. 110. But Tacitns etuys: " Sed Cotffldimi plus n 
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136 geay'3 I'OEMS. 

Have not forgot your sire ; the eye of Rome, 
And tlie PriBtorian camp, taye long rever'd, 
"With cuatom'd awe, the daughter, sister, wife, 
And mother of their Ciesars. 

Agbip. Ha ! by Juno, 

If bears a noble semblance. On this base w> 
My great revenge shatl rise j or say we sound 
The trump of liberty; there wiE not want. 
Even in the servile senate, ears to own 
Her spirit-stirring voice ; Soranus there, 
And Cassius ; Vetus too, and Thrasea, isf 

Minds of the antique cast, rough, stubborn souls 
That struggle with the yoke. How shall the sparL 
Unquenchable, that glows within their breasts, 
Blaze into feedom, when the idle herd 
(Slaves from the womb, created but to stare, la 
And bellow in the Circus) yet will start. 
And shake 'em at the name of liberty, 
Siung by a senseless word, a vam tradition, 
As there were magie in it? Wrinkled beldams 
Teach it their grandchildren, as somewhat rare 
That anciently appear'd, but when, extends is» 
Beyond tlieir clironicle — oh ! 'tis a cause 

V. 118. 

JWbi, JUle, /mme, sffiur, tt otere de «os mdii-M." 

BritiuiDioiis, aeb i. aa. 2. 
V, 121. •' Tho spirilsiaring drum, the ent-piereing fife." 

Othello, act iii. so. 3. 
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AGKIPriNA. 137 

To arm the hand of childhood, and rebrace 
The slack en'd sinews of timo-wearied age. 

Tea, we may meet, ungrateful hoy, we may ! 
Again the buried Genius of old Rome ic 

Shall from the dust uprear his reverend head, 
fious'd by the shout of millions : there before 
His high tribunal thou and I appear. 
Let m^esty sit on thy awful brow, i« 

And lighten from thy ej'e : around thee call 
The gilded swarm that wantons in the sunshine 
Of thy full favour ; Seneea be there 
In gorgeous phrase of laboui-'d eloquence 
To dress thy plea, and Burrhua strengthen it ia> 
With his plain soldier's oath, and honest seeming. 
Against thee, liberty and Agrippina : 
The world, the prize ; and fair befall the victors. 

But soft! why do I waste the fruitless hours 
In threats unexecuted ? Haste thee, fly isb 

These hated walls lliat seem to mock my shame, 
And cast me forth in duty lo their lord. 

AcEK. 'Tis time to go, the sun is high advanc'd, 
And, ere mid-day, Nero will come to Baiffi. 

eietaM potentln, cocoordes, liverslt arts, ex ccquo pQllebant. 
oepds eloquentJre, at comitate honeatA." Tiuiiti AnDaloB, liii. 



al farder la verite." 

mt touj'ourB trop d'horreur." 
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Ageip. My tlioagiit aclies at him ; not the 
basilisk 
More deadly to the sight, than is to me iw 

The cool injurious eye of frozen kindness. 
I will not meet its poison. Let him feel 
Before he sees me. 

Acer, Why then stays my sovereign. 

Where iie so soon, may — 

Ageip. Yes, I will be gone, iw 

But not to Antiuin — all shall he confess'd, 
Whate'er the frivolous tongue of giddy fame 
-Has spread among the crowd j things, that but 

whisper'd 
Have arch'd the hearer's brow, aad riveted 
His eyes in fearful extasy : no matter wo 

What; so'tbe strange and dreadful. — Sorceries, 
Assassinations, poisonings — the deeper 
My guilt, the blacker his ingratitude. 

And you, ye manes of ambition's victims. 
Enshrined Claudius, with the pitied ghosts ifs 
Of the Syilani, doom'd to early death, 
(Te unavailing horrors, fruitless crimes I) 



" Whom haTS I hurtl has poet yet or pee 
Lost the erch'd eyebrow, or Pavnasaian sj 
Pope, Pffil, to the SaUres, s 
irck the brows whiah on tieio gai'd." 

V. Matvell. Poe: 
" Pont rendco sa puiaaanoe, et la vutre od 
J' avourai los rumeura los plus injurieuf 
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If from the realms of niglit my voice ye hear, 
In lieu of penitence, and vain remorae. 
Accept my vengeance. Though by me ye bled, 
He was the cause. My love, my fears for him, 
Dried the soft, springs of pity in my heari, 
And froze them up with deadly cruelty. 
Tet if your injur'd shades demand my fate, 
If murder cries for murder, blood for blood, i83 
Let me not fall alone ; but crush his pride, 
And sink the toaitor in liia mother's ruin. 

[_Sxeunl. 



Oino. Thus far we're safe. Thanks to the 
rosy queen 
Of amorous thefts : and had her wanton son 
Lent ua hia wings, we could not have beguil'd wo 
With more elusive speed the dazzled sight 
Of walteful jealousy. Be gay securely ; 
Dispel, lay fair, with smiles, the tim'rous cloud 
Tkat hangs on thy dear brow. So Helen look'd. 
So her while neck reclin'd, so was ske borne los 
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liO gkat'8 poems. 

By the young Trojan to his gilded hark 
"With fond reluctance, yielding modesty, 
And oft reverted eye, as if slie knew not 
"Whether she fear'd, or wish'd to be pursued. 



HYMN TO IGNORANCE. 



Hail, horrors, hail ! ye ever gloomy bowers, 
Ye gothic fanes, and antiquated towers. 
Where rushy Camus' slowly winding flood 
Perpetual draws his humid train of mud : 



Mnnassea, in liis " Annales," (see Meursii Opera, toI. vii. 
p. SMI): 

AeipJ /uHtpd KcmMEVJCOf, &8ai Ifiufloupj^Ojj 

Anil so alsoint&B Antehomerifiiiof Tiet!ea,ed. Jaoubs. p. 113 
(though the paasoge is corrupted). 

" That soft oheek sprinrfng to the marble neck, 
Wbioh bmda atide in vida." 

Akeneide. Fl. of Imag. b. i. p. 112. ed. Park. 
V. 197. Bee Milton. Par. L. iv. 310; 

" Yirldcd nith ooj eobmiBsion, modtsl pride. 
And sweet, relHctimt nmorous delay." Laic. 

V. 1. "Hail, horrors, hall!" Milton. Par.L.i.206. 
V. 3. "Jam nan amndifeTUm mihl cura reviaere Cmmm," 
MiltoniElcg.i. 11. and 89. "juncosoBCamiremoarepoiudea." 



»i..,G00^lf 



HYMN TO IGNORANCE. 141 

Glad I revisit thy oeglected reign, e 

Oh take me to thy peaceful shade again, [high 
But chiefly thee, whose influence breathed from 
Augments the native darkness of the sky j 
Ah, ignorance ! soft salutary power ! 
Prostrate with fllial reverence I adore. lo 

Thrice hath Hyperion roll'd his annual race, 
Since weepiug I forsook thy fond emhrace. 
Oh say, successful dost thou still oppose 
Thy leaden legis 'gainst our ancient foes ? 
Still stretch, tenacious of thy right divine, i» 

The masay sceptre o'er thy elumb'ring line? 
And dews Lethean through the land dispense 
To steep in Blumbers each benighted sense ? 
If any spark of wit's delusive ray 
Break out, and flash a momentary day, so 

With damp, cold touch forbid it to aspire. 
And huddle up in fogs the dang'roiis Are. 

Oh say — she heara me not, but, careless grown. 
Lethargic nods upon her ebon throne. 



Stream, and perpaual dram lAnV humid (rain." 

Milton. Par. Lost, tu. 310. 
V. 14. " To hatch a now BatumiBH i^ of lasd." 

Popo. Dundnd, i. 2S. 
And ao ID tho speeoU of Ignoraniie in "Henry ajid Minerva," 
iy I. B. 1130 <one among the poedeal pieces bound up by Pope 
in his library, and now in my poBSesaion): 
« Myself behind this ampie ahidd of lead. 
Will to the field my during squiulrons iend." 
V. 17. " Lot Fancy still my sense in Lethe Eteop." 

Sholieap. T. Night, activ. so. 1. Laki. 
V. n. " Here Jgnora^re in steel was arm'd, and there 
Cloath'd in a conl, diBsombicd fSsb and pray'r; 
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Goddess 1 awake, arise I alas, my fears I a> 

Can powers immortal feel the force of years ? 
Not thus of old, with ensigns wide unfurl'd. 
She rode triumphant o'er the vanqulsh'd world ; 
Fierce nations own'd her unresisted might, 
And all wa£ ignorance, and all was night. ao 

Oh ! saci-ed age ! Oh I times for ever lost I 
(The schoolman's glory, and the diurchman'a 

hoaat.) 
For ever gone — yet still to fancy new. 
Her rapid wings the transient scene pursue, 
And bring the buried ages back to view. M 

High on her car, behold the grandam ride 
Liike old Sesostris with barbaric pride; 
" * * a team of hamess'd monarohs bend 





Against mj sway her piouB haad strelcti'd out. 




And ftiK'd. with doiibU fig, her idiot i-out." 




Henrj and Minery*. 


And 


eo In the Danoind. b. i. ver. 80: 








lieholds thro' fog, that magnify the SMna." 


V. 


25. Aimke, arise, or ba for ever fallen ! " 




Mitt. P. L. 1. 3»0. Lain. 




37. " Scsoairi,-\ikB, saa\k Dbarioteeni as these 




May drive ^ Wnm'd wm-nrAs if they please." 




Young. Lore of Fame, Sat. v. 




•' High on his car, Sesostria struck niy view. 




Whum Boeptred slaves in goldon barnesa drew." 




Pope. T. of Eamo. Lutt. 


And 


so S. Philips. Blenheim, Y. 16: 




" As curat SeBoBtris, proud Egyptian Itiog, 




That moaarchs Aamtss'.J to his chariot yoi'd." 
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! sii Aidou Tt TOW lii2,e?iadovra SuAo^eif. 

Theocritus, Id. I. i 



As sickly plants betray a niggard earth, 
Whose barren bosom starves her generous birtji, 
Mop genial warmth, nor genial juice retains, 
Their roots to feed, and All their verdant veins j 
And as in climes, where winter holds hia reign, « 
The soil, though fertile, will not teem in vain, 
Forbids her gems to swell, her shades to rise, 
Nor trusts her blossoms to the churlish skies : 

Var. V, 2. Bon-inJ Biinty. ms. 



* In a noto to his Romiin history, Gibbon says : " Inatend 
of compiling labJes of chronology and niilnrii.1 history, why 
did not Mr. Gray apply the powers of his genius to finish tha 
philosophio poem of which ho has left snoh an exquisite sped- 
menl " Vol. iU, p. 248. 4to, — Wonlil it not have been more 
philoaopblanl in Gibbon to have lamontcd the situation la 
irhioh Gray was pluoecl; which was not only not fai-oui-iibla to 
the oultiiratiun of iioBl-"y, but which naturally directed his 
thoughts to those learned inqniries, that formed the omuae- 
menl or business of all acooud him 1 
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So draw mankind in vain the vital airs, 
Unforni'd, unfriended, by those kindly carea, m 
That health aiid rigour to the soul impart, pieart; 
Spread the young thought, and warm &g opening 
So fond instruction on the growing powers 
Of nature idly lavishes her stores. 
If equal justice with unclouded face ii 

Smile not mdulgent on flie rising race, 
And scatter witii a fl-ee, though frugal hand, 
Light golden showers of plenty o'er the land : 
But tyranny has fix'd her empire there, 
To check their teadei- hopes with chilling fear, ao 
And blast the blooming promise of the year. 

This spacious animated scene survey, 
From where the rolling orb, tliat gives the day, 
His sable sous with Dearer course surrounds 
To either pole, and life's remotest bounds, ss 

How rude so e'er th' exterior form we find, 
Howe'er opinion tinge the varied miad, 
Alike to all, the kind, impai'tial heav'n 
The sparks of truth and happiness has giv'n : 



V. 9. " Vitalea anras owpla," Virg. Mi. i. S8T. Lute. 
V. 11. "And lavish ndi'ire Ittugha nnd (Jirows hsr slorea 
mound," Dryden. Virgil, Tii. 7«. Luke. 
v. 21. " DesWoy the promise of the yonthfnl jenr." 

Pops, Vert. Biid PomOBa, lOB, Luhe. 
V S6. "Oomutualwoots, build mutnalhnppinass." 

Pupe. Bp. lii. 11!, 
T. 4T, " BelKoa nubea," CiimduuiiLiraaSeren. 196. Lukt. 
v. 18. SoClttudiaa onlls It, Bell. Getico, Oil. "Cimbricft 
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With sense to feel, with memoiy to retain, so 
They follow pleasure, and they fly from pain ; 
Their judgment mends tlie plan their fancy draws, 
The event presages, and explores the cause ; 
The soft returns of gratitude they know, 
Ey fraud elude, by force repel tlie foe ; ^s 

While mutual wishes, mutual woes endear 
The social smile, the sympathetic tear. 

Say then, through ages by what fate confln'd 
To diffoi-ent dimes seem different souls assign'd? 
Here measur'd laws -and phSosophic ease » 

Fix, and Improve the poUsh'd arts of peace ; 
There industry and gain their vigils keep, 
Command the winds, and tame th' unwilling deep : 
Here force and hardy deeds of blood prevail ; 
There languid pleasure sighs in every gale. « 
Oft o'er the trembling nations from afar 
Has Scytbia breath'd the hving cloud of war ; 
And, where the deluge burst, with sweepy sway 
Their arms, their kings, their gods were roll'd 

As oft have issued, host impelling host, ^ 

The blue-eyed myriads from the Baltic coast. 





B,31>3, "Andnoxl 
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to 


dpivBT.ilh™«pi 


r.uws." See 


nota on Biird, V. T- 
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The prostrate south to the destroyer yields 
Her boasted titles, and her goldea fields : 
With gi-im delight the brood of winter view 
A brighter day, and Leav'ns of azure hue ; « 
Scent the new fragrance of the breathing rose, 
And quatf die pendent vintage as it grows. 
Proud of the yoke, and pliaut to the rod, 
Wliy yet does Asia dread a monarch's nod, 
While European fi-eedom still withstands » 

Th' encroaohing tide that drowns lier lessening 

And sees far ofF, with an indignant groan, 
Her native plains, and empires once her own ? 
Can opener skies and suns of fiercer flame 
O'eipowar the fire that animates our frame; « 
As lamps, that shed at eM a cheerful ray, 
Fade and expire beneath Uhe eye of day? 
Need we the influence of the northern star 
To string our nerves and steel our hearts to wai- ? 
And, where the face of nature laughs around, m 
Must siclt'ning virtue fly the tainted ground ? 

Var. V. 55. Henv'ns} Skies. MB. 
V, 56. ScciK] Oatoh. US. 



"The foil 




■^^«lw^ 


■iors of GermaJiy 


(bnUEdaain 


gnlaroontesEtmlhthl 




r olive hue, which 


Is derived fr 


om the ueighbDurhood i 


if X ton" 


d Mne." Gibbon. 


Eoin. Uiat. 


iii. 337. Auaoninasii 






feature : " Ocuto! cieruta, flava com 


laa," DeEissulft. J7,p.3il. 


ed. Tollil. 


" Canda qaia Etupuit 


GermaniiBwrn-^" Juv.Bot. 


xiil. IGl. 








V. 54. " 


Mirantur nemora et torantes Sol. 




'JHE. y. Plir 


,. M«t. H. 1. xiii. «. ii. 






V. 5B. M 


ilton. AroadeB. 31, " . 


4nd ye, jc 


, brtcttldng roses of 


the wood." 


I^ku 
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Unmanly thouglitl what seasons can control. 
What fancied zone can circumscribe the soul, 
Who, conscious of the source from whence she 

By reason's light, on resolution's wings, " 

Spite of her frail companion, dauntless goes 
O'er Libya's deserts and through Zembla'a snows ? 
She bids each alumb'ring energy awake, 
Another touch, another temper take, 
Suspends th' inferior laws (hat rule our clay: » 
The stubborn elemenla confess her sway ; 
Their little wants, their low desires, reline, 
And raise the mortal to a height divine. 

Not but the human fabric from the birth 
Imbibes a flavour of its parent earth: » 

As various tracts enforce a various toil, 
The manners speak the idiom of their soil. 
An iroa-raee the mountain-cliffs m^ntain, 
Foes to the gentler genius of the plain : 
For where unwearied sinews must be found w 
With side-long plough to quell the flinty ground. 
To turn the torrent's swift-descending flood, 



V, 67. Olaudian, in iia poem Do Bello Qetioo, var, 60i, 
makt^s the Oolliic narnora mention tlie rinee of Itnlj: " Quid 
polmitis aber Ettusoi," &•>. " Et duloes nipuil de ooilibua 
uvaa," StuliiSiiv. ii.; and "Carpite de plonis peniZendw riti- 
bua nyas," Orid. Am. i. x. 65. "PenJa yindemin," Virg. 
Q&ag. ii. 89. 

V. 66. " And as these might? tapeta disoppenr. 

When day's bright lord osoenda our hemlaphere." 
Dryd. Rel. Laid. JtKga-a. 
V. 91. " And side-long lays the glelw." 

Thomaoa. Spring. Lulit 
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To brave the savage rashing from the wood, 

"What wonder if to patient valour train'd, 

Tuey guard with spirit, wiiat by strength they 

And while their rocky ramparts round they see, 

The rougli abode of want and liberty, 

(Aa lawless force from confidence will grow) 

Insult the plenty of the vales below? » 

Wliat wonder, in the sultry dimes, that spread 

Where Nile redundant o'er hia summei--bed 

From his broad bosom life and verdure flings, 

And broods o'er Egypt with his wat'ry wings, 

If with advent'rous oar and ready sail 

The dusky people drive before the gale ; nw 



" Or diives his veurarous ptmiglishare M tlie steep, 
Or aoelia tlia den, where snow-tmcka mark tbe waj 
And drags the atrnggling savo - ' ^ " 



isiailb. TraTeller. 
v. 101. "Oauctetafluia, qunalpsavehitJViiomic redundaal." 
01andianiHiIua,ver.7. " The toarf raftwdoBi AV/e." Young. 

V. 103. " Oq the waterj onlin 

His brooiling wingi tho Spirit of God outsprBad." 

Milt. P. L. vii, 21B. 
» O'er which he UlniJIy tprexds hia ajwcjoas icnig, 
And hiUckea plenty (or th' ensuing spring." 

Denhaui. Cooper'a Hili. W. 
V. 105. "CepheiimbioJtfn-aen,jW<:a9Merfsnacannt,"Pro. 
>Brt. iv. i\. 18. " fiuM ^gyptua alumnia," ii. nxiv. 16. 
" Jam pmprinr tellusquo natans ^gyptin Nilo; 

nu3 rrgui!m«stnlcoiporaoampia. ^^^^^ (,,,27. 

And 8o Dryden's veraon of Vlrg. Georg. \v. 409, pointed out 
by Wakefield: 

" And where in pomp the aan-lmrat prnptr. ride 
On pointed barges o'er the liming tide." 
V. Martial. Bp. iv. i'L " Mareotide fuaoa." " Spread tho 
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Or on frail floats to neiglifa'ring cities ride, 
Tliat rise and glitter o'er the ambient tide 



Wten love could feach a Hionurch to lie wise,* 
And gospel-light first dawned from BuUen's eyes. 

Var. V. 106, JVWgib'rrag] EiEtnut. as. 



178. Sob Oifford's Juyenal. Sat, it. 176. p. 4110. 
V, 106. Luoon nil! eiploja the maaning of the frail float: 



But Oilplu gives nnother expIanaUon In hi3 Western Tour, gee 
p. Zi. Add Brown's Trnvela in Africa, p. 06. 4ta.. Arbuih. 
not on Celns, p. 215. 4to. Denon. Trav. ii. p. 2U. 

* The last couplet of this poam; " Wkrtt km cotild Itach," 
£c. has been iinitoled by H. Walpole, in an ineeriptlon on a 
Gothio ooluron to Queen Katharine ; but with c, loss of the 
metapboiical beauty ia the otiglnal : 

" From KatJiarine's wrongs a nation's Wiss was spread. 
And Luther's light from Henry's lawless led." 

" If (BftyB Dryden) Consdeneo had any part in raoring the 
Mng to eae for o. divorce, she had tnlien a long nap of almost 
twenty years together before she was awakened; and, perhaps, 
bad slept oD Ull doomsday, if Anne Boleyn, or some other bit 
lady, had not given her a jog: go the satisfying of au ioordi- 
n»tfl passion oannot be denied to have had a grcnt share at 
l*aat In the pfodnction of that Bohism which led the very way 
to our pretended Refomiation." Drydao. ed. Malooe, vol. iii, 
p, 622. 
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TsE anthor's subject being (as ire haie seen] ihc neceisars 

edvaation, in order to produce the ha^nness of monkitidt tho 
Poem opeoB nllh tno ^oiilea ; an uanotmnon kind of exordiaui; 
but whioh I Buppose tba poat intandonitlly choae, lo intimate 
tha analo^cal method lie meant to purane in liia subeaquent 
leaaonings. Ist, He asserts ^at man iritbODt eduoation ore 
lilse sickly plants in a ould o[ l)arreu soil (lioa 1 to 6, and S to 
11); and, iSily, lie compares them, when nnblest with a jnet 
and well-i'egnlatod government, to plants Uiat will not bloa- 
eom OF bear fruit in an nnkindly and Inolemeot air (1. 6 to 9, 
and 1. 13 to 22). Having thus laid down the tno proposiUoas 
be means U> prove, be begins by examining into the aliarac- 
teriatios irliich (taking a genei-al view of mankind) all men 
hare hi iMumiou one with another (1. 22 to 39) ; they covet plea- 
£iire and avoid pain (1. 31) ; they feel gratitude for benefita 
(1.31); they desire te avenge wrongs, whioh tbey effect either 
by foioa orounning (1. S5); they aie linked to eneh other by 
their aommon feelings, and pai-tioipate in sorron and in joy 
(1. 36, 37). If then all tha human epeoiee agree in so many 
moral pardouloia, -whence ariBes the diversity of natuinal oha- 
lacters 1 This question the poet puts at line SB, and dilates 
npon tu 1. Si. Why, says he, have some naUons shewn a 
propensity to commerce and Induntry ; others to war vid ro^ 
pine; olherstoenseand pleasure! (I. WtolB). IVhyhaVelhe 
northern people overspread, in all ages, and prevailed over the 
Boutherni (1. 4G to 58). Why has Asia been, time out of 
mind, the seat of despotism, and Europe that of freedomi (1. 
&S lo Si). Are we fi-om these instanoes to imagine men neces- 
sarily enslaved lo the inconveniences of the elmuUe where they 
were born! (I. 61 to 72). Or are we not rather to suppose 
there is a natural strength in the human mind, that is able te 
vanquish and break (brongh themi (1. 12 to 84). It is con- 
test, however, that men receive an early Uncture from the 
^tuation they are placed in, and the clunate whioh produces 
them (1. SI td 38). Thus the iutaabitanis of the monatains, 
innred to labour and paUeuce, ai-e naturally trained to war (1. 
SB to 96) ; while those of the pliun are more open lo any attack, 
nnd softened by ease and plenty (1. 98 to 99). ' Again, the 
.Egyptians, from the nature of their situation, raight be the 
ioventors of home navigulaon, from a neceaelty of keepmg up 
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an intereanrse between their towns during the iDundotion of 
the Nile (i. 9a to »*•). Tboee persons would nalnraily hayo 

the Tyriane, aod wera peraeonted bj some neighbouring tyrant; 
or were drove to take refuge on some sboala, lilie the Venetim 
and Hollander: theu' disooverj of some rich ieland, in the in- 
flincy of the woi'ld, described. The Tartar hardened to war 
by bis rigorons climate aod pastond life, and by bis dispnles 
for water and herbage in a country withont land-mai'lia, as 
also by sliinuisbes between hie rival c1ana,waB eonBeqnently 
fitted to conquer hia rich soutbern neigbbonrs, whom ease and 
Iniury had Bnerrated: jet this is no proof that liberty and 
valour may not exist in southern olimes, since the Syi-lana and 
Cartha^niane gave noble instanoea of both ; and the Arabians 
CMried their conquests as Cir oa the Taitara. Rome also (for 
many oenluries) repulsed those very nations, which, when slie 
grew >reah, at length deiooliahed f her extcnsiTe empire p**^*"*^ 



t The reader will perceiro that the Commentary goea fur- 
ther Uian the text. The reason for which is, that the Editor 
found it EO on the paper ftom which he formed that comment; 
and 08 the tboushts seemed to ba those which Gray would 
have next graoed with the harmony of his numbera, he held 
it heat to give them in oon«nuation. There are other max- 
ims on diB'erent papers, oil apparently relating to the same 
gubject, which are too esoellent to be lost; these, therefore, 
fas the place in which be meant to employ them cannot be 
asoertiunod) I shall subjoin to this note, ondcr the title of de- 
tached Sentimenta ; 

"Man is a creature not capable of cultivating bis mind but 
la sooiety, and in ttiat only where he is net a slave to the 
neoeaaitles of life. 

" Want is the mother of the inferior arts, bat Ease that of 
the finer ; as eloquence, policy, morality, poetry, acalpture, 

"The climato inclines aome nations to contemplation and 
pleasure; others to hardship, action, and war; but not so aa 
to incapacitate the former for courage and diseipline, or the 
latter for civility, politeness, and works of genius. 

" It ia the proper work of education and government nnited 
to redress the faults tiiat arise from the soil and air. 

" The principal drift of eduoation abould be to make men 
iMtik in the northern climates, and oci in the aouthem. 

" The different steps and degrees of education may be com- 
pared to the artificer's operadons upon marble ; it ia one thing 
to dig it out of the quarry, and another to square it, to j^ve il 
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glosa onfl lualre, cmJI forth ovcry beautiful spot and vein, shaps 
•* To a native of free mid happy goTornmonta his country ia 

• He loves bia old hereditary Ireea. (CowtKr.) 

irhilB the subjeet of a Cyrant has no country ; he is therefore 
selliBh and base-minded; ha has no family, no jioaleiily, no 
desire of fame; or, if he baa, of one that turns not on its pro- 
per object. 

" Any nation that wants publio apllit, neglects education, 
ridiouleB the deeire of fame, and even of virtue and reason,, 
must l>e 111 governed. 

"Commei-ee changes endrely the fate and genius of nations, 
by oonmiuiiicating arta and opinions, oirealating money, and hi- 
tioduome the nuLteriala of luxury; she first opens iind pallshes 
Uie mind, Chen corrupts and enervates botb that ancl the body. 

" Those invBslonE of ofleminata aouUiern nations by the war- 
like northern people, seem (m spite of all the terror, mischief, 
and ignoronoe whioh they bronght with them) lo be neoesaary 
evils; in order lo revive the spirit of mankind, softened and 
broken by the arts of oommerce, to restore them to theh^ native 
liberty and equality, and to give them again the power of 
supporting danger and hardship ; so a oouet, with all the 
horrors tl^t attend it as it passes through our system, brings 
a supply of warmth and llglit to the sun, and of moisture to 
theai 



"The doctrine of Bpionms is ever ruinous to 


society; it 


had its rise when Oreecs was deelinlng. and petba 


B hastened 




pagated in 


Eranee and in England, and saoma likely to produ 




effect in boa. 








the oontempt of ^une. 




" Many are the uses of good &rae to a genero 


us mind: it 


extends ont existence and example Into future 




tinues and propagates virtue, which otherwise n 


ould be aa 


short-lived as our frame; and prevents the preval 


nee of vice 


in a generaUon more corrupt even than our own 


It is im- 


possible to eonqner that natural desire we have 


f being re- 


menibered; even criminal ambition and ovario 


thc most 


selfish of all passii>ns, would wish to leave a n 


me behind 



Thus, with all the attcndon that a connoisseur in painting, 
employs in coUeoling every slight outline oa well aa finished 
drawing which led to the completion of some capital picture, 
I have endeavoured to preserve every fiagmcnt of this groat 
poetioBl design. It butbIj deserved this caro, as it was one of 
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tli9 noblast whioli I 
a^ he QiLrriod ic inl 
That he carried it 
sDDsible l099 tu the 


ilr. Qmy ever attempted ; ani also, as 

"nrfutth™' is, anT muS'wV L, Tu 
repnblio of Utters. Mason. 



STANZAS TO MR. BENl'LEY. 



[See Moson's Memoirs, Tol. iii. p. 113.] 

These were in compliment to Bentley, who drew a. set of 
deaigns for Gray's poems, portioularly a head-piece to tha 
Long Slorj. The originttl diawioga are io the library at 
Stiawberry Hill. See U. IValpole's Worka, vol. u. p. 417. 

In silent gaze the tuneful choir among, 

Half pleas'd, half hlushing, let the Muse admire, 

While Bentley leads her sister-art along, 
And bids the pencil answer to the lyre. 

See, in their course, each transitory thought ^ 
Fix'd by his (cuch a lasting essence taie; 

Each dream, in fancy's airy colouring wrought, 
To local symmetry and life awake ! 



V. 3. i 


^Pope. 


Bpist. to JervBB, 13; 






" Smit nith the love of sisirr-aris ttb ea 
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Pope. Epist. 1 




■or. 13. 


V. S. ' 
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'ift aaraka and dawns at e\ 
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Ep.toJ< 


irvas, T. 


L See al30 Ktdd's note to 


.Hor.A.P 


.y.G6. 
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The tardy rhymes that ua'd fo linger on, 

To censure cold, and negligent of fame, i« 

In swifter measures animated run, 

And catch a lustre from liis genuine flame. 

Ah I could they catch Ms strength, his easy gi-ace, 
Hia quick creation, his uneifing line ; 

The energy of Pope they might efface, i^ 

And Dryden's harmony submit to mine. 

But not to one in this benighted age 

Is that diviner inspiration giv'n, 
rhat bums in Shakespeare's or in Milton's page. 
The pomp and prodigality of heav'n. 20 

As when conspiring in the diamond's blaze, 
The meaner gems that singly charm the sight, 

Together dart tlieir intermingled i-ays. 
And dazzle with a luxury of light. 

Enough for me, if to some feeling breast sd 

My lines a secret sympathy ' impart ; ' 

And as their pleasing influence 'flows confest,' 
A sigh of soft reflection ' heaves the heart.' f 



t Tlia words within tSe Inverted commns were supplied ty 
Maaon, a oomoT of the old manusQiipt oopy being torn 1 witb all 
duo respeot to his memory, I do not oonaider that he has been 
Suooesaful in the seleoOon of the faw words whioh he has addad 
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SKETCH OF HIS OWN CHARACTER, 

WRITTEN IN 1781, AND POUND IN ONE OF HI3 rOCltET- 

Too poor for a bribe, and too proud to importuae, 
He had not the method of making a fortune : 
Couid love, and could hate, so was thought some- 
what odd i 
No very great wit, he believed in a God : 
A post or a pension he did not desire, » 

But left church and state to Charles Townshead 
and SqtiU'e. 



ia supply tb« iiaperfect lines: my own opinion Is, thai Gray 
had in liia mind Dcydea's Epistle to Kneller, IVom which he 
partly tooli his esprosaloHS; under the ahelwr of that mip- 
positioo, I shall venture to g^ve another reading: 
" Baougli for ms, if to some feeling bieost 
My lines a, aeoret sympathy ' oouvey ; ' 
And as their pleasing indueiiise ' ie exprest,' 
A sigh of soft reflection 'dies away.' 
V, I. This is similar to a passoge in one of Swift's letters 
to Gay, speaking of poets ; " I have been considering why 

too libortina to hannt anto-chambers, too poor la bribe porlera, 
and bjo proad to criitge to seoond-hand favourites in a great 
family." See Pope. Works, xi. S6. ed. WartoD. 

V. 4. " I pay my debts, btlievf, and say my prayers." 

Pope. I'rol. to SMires, ver. 2E8. 

V, 6. Sqwri] At that tune Fellow of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, and afterwards Bishop of St. David's. Dr. S. 
Squire died 1766, see Nioholl. Poems, vol, vii.. p. 231. Bishop 
Warburton one day met Dean Tuoker, nho said that he hoped 
his Lordship liked his situation at Gloncestcr; on whlob the 
sarcastio Bishop replied, that never bishopric was so bedeaaed, 
bit that bis prMleoessur Dr. Squire had niiide reUgion hia trade. 
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GEAY 3 POEMS. 



AMATORY LINES. 

The following linos by Gray first appoared Iq Warton'a * edi- 
tion of Pope, vol. i. p. 235, 

With beauty, with pleasure surrounded, to lan- 
guish — 

To weep without knowing the cause of my anguish : 

To start from short slumhers, and wish for the 
morning — 

To close my dull eyes when I see it returning ; 

Sigha sudden and frequent, loolis ever dejected — 

"Words that steal from my tongue, by no meaning 
connected 1 

Ah ! say, fellow-swains, how these symptoms be- 
fell me ? 

They smile, but reply not — Sure Delia will tell me I 

and that be Dr. Tucker had mado trade his religion. See 
Cradock. Mem. iv. 335. 

PorhapB theso lines of Gray gave o hint to Goldamith foe 
Ua charaoter of Burke in the ' Retaliation : ' 
'Tho' equal to nil things, for all things unfit. 
Too nioe for a Etatesman, too proud for a nit; 
Foi' a patriot too eool, for a drudge disohedient. 
And too foud of the right to puisue the expedient.' 

script lines by Gray, it will be a species of poetical jnsdoo to 
^ve the reader some lines from a ulBuusctipt of Dr. Warton, 
which he intended to insert in his Ode to fancy, and whioh 
tie plneed ivithin the invsriied oommas: 

In coDTOTse nhilo methinks I rove 

With Spenser Uirough a fluty grove, 

' Or seem by powerful Dante led 

To the dark ohamljera of the dead. 
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SONG.* 

TttTRSiS, when we parted, swore 
Ere the spring he would retura — 

Ah I what means yon violet flower, 
.And the bud that decks the thorn? 

Twas the lavk that upward sprung I » 

'Twas the nightingale that sung! 

Tar. v. 1. Thyrsis, wfien we ported] In Mr. Pack's edition, 
fOE " when lee purled," it is printed " whan Ae left me." And, 
for " Ere the spring," " In the spring." 

Var. V. 3. Yon jiuilit >«jff] In Mr. Park's edilion, "tke 

V. 6. 'Twos the (art] In Mr. Park's ediHon, tills and 
the following lino are transposed. 

Or to the ^^ towers where pine 

The sons oE famiah'd [Tgoline ; 

Or by the Tusona wiiard's poner 

Am wafted to Aleina'a bower' 

Till anddenly, &a. 
And after the oouplet — 

On whiah thou lov'st to sit at ore. 

Musing o'or thy darling's grave — 
Ada, from the MS.— 

* To whom came trooping at thy oall 

From sea and enith, from heaven and hdl, 
Starn Hooato, and sweet Ariel." 
• Writtan at the request of Miss Spaed, to an old air ef 
Gaminianl: — the thought from the French. This and the 
pceeeding Poem ware presented by Miss Speed, then Oounteea 
de Viry, to (he Rev. Ur. Lemon of Snfiblk, while on a visit 
at her eastle in Savoy, where she died in IISS. Admiral Sir 
T. Duckworth, whose father was vioac of Stoke from 1756 to 
1T94, remembers Otay and Miss Spead at that plnoe. Gray 
left Stoke abont the year 1753, on the death of his aunt Mrs. 
Rogers : when hb aequii^tacoe with Miss Speed probably 
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168 GEATS POEMS. 

Idle notes ! untimely green ! 

Why this unavailing Kaste? 
Western gales and skies serene 

Speak not always winter past. w 

Cease, my doubts, my fears to move, 
Spare tlie honour of my love. 

[This Song Is in this ediUon printed from tbe copyna it 
appeals in II. Walpwle's Latteia to the Couutesa of Ailesbory. 
See his Worka, rol. v. p. 661.] 

V«T. V. 8. Why thia] In Mr. Pork's editton, " why sack." 
V. 0. Weaim, Ao.] la Mr. Park's editian, these Imee 
sua printed tbus : 
" Gf'Uk e^'ss ™tl shy serene 
Prove uot alwajs wintar past." 
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Thus Tophet look'd ; so grinn'd the brawling fiend. 
Whilst friglit«d prelates bow'd, and caird him 
friend. 
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160 GRAY 3 POEMS. 

Our mother-chuTch, widi half-averted sight, 
Blush'd as she hleas'd her grisly proselyte ; 
Hosannas rung thro' hell's tremendous borders, 
And Satan's self had thoughts of taking orders.* 



• The Eev. Henry Etough, of Cambridge University, the 
persDii eatlciaed; noa as remnckiitale for tbe ecceutrioitiea of bia 
charftoter, aa for hia personal appearance. Mr. Tyson, of 
Bene't Collage, niado nn otching of his head, and presented 
it to Oray, vba embelliBhed it nllh the alure lines. Informa- 
tJon raspeodng Mr. Etough, (who w»a rector of Therfleld, 
Herla, and of Colmworth, Bedfordshire, and patroniaed by Sir 
Robert Wolpole,) may bo found in the GenUeman'a Magaa. 
Tol. Ivi. p. 25. 2S1 ; and in Hiehola's literary Aneedotea of 
the xviiitli Century, vol. viii. p. 2G1, and Brjdges' Bestituto, 
Tol. It. p. Ue, and Polwhele'a Beoolleot. i. 212. "Etough 
■waa oriDiiail; a Jew, but reDonniied his religioa for the aivke 
et a, TiJuable living. To understand the second line, it ia ne- 
oeaBary to inform you, that Tophet kept th« oonBcienos of the 
minister." See Neuille. Imit. of Horace, p. 69. "Theahui- 
derons pests, the BrotreHS of the age." Scoan aoeoantof Dr. 
Et«ugh in Cone's Lita of Sir R. Walpolo, vcl. i. p. jijtvi. 
*' Etongh was a roan of great reaeoioh and eager ourioaty, 
repUte vrlth prtjudiee, but Idolizing Sir H. Walpole, &i)." 
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[Written at Denton in the spring of 1768. See Nieliola' Se- 
lect Poema, vol. Tii, p. 350, aud W. S Landori Eoamato, 
p. IB 6.] 

Old, and abandon'd by each venal friend, 
Here H d form'd tlie pious resolution 

To smuggle a few years, and strive to mend 
A broken character and constitution. 

On'tbig congenial spot he fix'd his choice ; s 

Earl Goodwin tremblofl for his neighbouring 

Here sea-gulls scream, and cormorants rejoice. 
And mariners, though sWpwreck'd, dread to 



Here reign the blustering Worth and blighting 
East, 
No tree is heard to whisper, bird to sing ; w 

Vox. V. 2. F-™.'d-] Took. MB. 
V. 3. A] Some. MS. 
V. B. Dreal] Four. Niohols. 

* Dallaway, in liis Anecdotes of the Arts, p. 385, says, that 
this house was built hy Lord Hollund as a correct iiiiite.tian 
of Cicero's Wormian villa, at Bais, under tha BuporintondenQe 
of Sir Thomas Wynne, Bart, afternarda Lord Newborongh. 
Sob Qenl. Mug. vol. IsxvlL p. IIIS. 
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Yet Nature could not furnish out the feast, 
Art he invokes new horrors still to bring. 

Here mouldering fanea and battlements arise, 
Turrets and arches nodding to their fall, 

Unpeopled monast'ries delude our eyes, w 

And mimic desolation covers all. 

" Ah 1 " said (he sighing peer, " had B — te been 
true, 

Nor M— 's, R— 's, E— 'a friendship vain. 
Far better scenes than these had blest our view, 

And realiz'd the beauties which we feign; so 

" Pui^d by the sword, and purified by Are, 
Then had we seen proud London's hated walls j 

Owls would have hooted in St. Peter's choir, 
And foxes stunk and litter'd in St. Paul's." 



Var.V 
V 


11 




Tora. Nioh. 










V 


13 


ffo-s] Hon. 












V 


11. 


rn7T-rf.™i 


2!^Ak] Arehea o 


dtu 
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15 


JfcBa»(V;B<, 


ur] Palaces, his 










V 
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B-If] Bnlo 


JIB, 
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M-'s, R— 
draft's. M 
Nor C— 'a h 


, B— 'il Shelbuj 
r B^l'B promi! 


me'a 
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P^iJUd] Be 


BudSed. tis. 










V 


2a 


ffiuWl Might, lis. Shonia 


N 









V. 18. Theae initials Btjind fnr " Mango's, liigby'a, Brad- 
ahaw'B. See Heroia Epistle, r, 35; and Verses by Lord Hol- 
land in retaniing from Italy, 1767, in Asylum for Fug. Piooea, 
ii. p. 10: 
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THE CANDIDATE: 



[Sob character of Lord Sandwich in " Ohrysal." See Seott'a 
Lives of the Novollsts, I. p. 1G9 ; Davies. liiiig. nnd Lit. 
Anecdotes; Churoblll's Verses on Lord Suidnluh, ia Candi- 
date and Duellistj " From his youth npwarda," Ao. Ora- 
dook'a Memoirs, vol. L p. 117. 14S. vol.iv. p. lUl. 223; Miss 
Hawkins's Anecdotes, p. 230 ; BeLl'a Fugitive Poetry, v. 
ivi. p. 9S. 172 ; Wilkes. Letters, i. p. 211. ii. p. 220 ; 
Walpole. Letters to Lord Hertford, p. &1--65. 102. by whieli 
ib appeara that Warburton had dedicated his Sermons to 
Lord Baudwioh, but expnnged bis name for Pitt's. I hare 
Been " A letter of advloo from Alma Mater to her beloved 
BOB, Jemmy Tnitoher, 1764."] 

When sly Jemmy Twitclier had smugg'd up his 

face, 
"With a lick of court wMtewash, and pious grimace, 
A wooing he went, where three sisters of old 
In harmless society guttie and scold. * 

" Lord ! sister," says Physic to Law, " I declare, 
Sucii a sheep-biting look, such a pick-pocket air ! 
Not I for the Indies : — you know I'm no prude, — 
But his nose is a shame, — and his eyes are so 
lewd! 



" But, Rigby, nhnt did I for thee endnro. 
Thy eerpent's tooth admitted otno lure: 
Shelbnrne and Caloraft ! f the holy band 
Sea, aee, with Goner caballing where they stand," ic. 
» These versos ivero written a short time previous to the 
eleotion of a high-Btowurd of the University of Cambridge, for 
whiah uBioe the noble lord alluded to (Loi-d Sandwich) made 

V. 8. JVuse] In all editions printed by mistake "Kame." 
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164 gray's foems. 

Then he shamhles and straddles so oddly — I 

fear — 
No — at our time of life 'twould be silly, my dear." 
"I don't kiiowj" says Law, "but methiaks for 

Ms loot, n 

'Tis just like the picture in. Kocheatei''s book; 
Then Ms chara<;ter, Phyzzy, — his morals — his 

Ufe— 
When she died, I can't tell, but lie once had a wife. 
They say he's no Christian, loves drinking and 

w g, " 

And all the town rings of his swearing and roaring I 
His lying andfiiching, and Newgate-bird tricks; — 
Not I — for a coronet, chariot and six." 

Divinity heard, between waiting and dozing. 
Her sisters denying, and Jemmy proposing : w 
From tahle she rose, and with bumper in hand, 
She strok'd up her belly, and strok'd down her 

band — [ing! 

" What a pother is here about wenching and roar- 
Why, David lov'd cat«hes, and Solomon w — g: 
Did not Israel filch from th' Egyptians of old ai 
Their jewels of silver and jewels of gold? 
The prophet of Bethel, we read, told a lie : 
He drinks — so did Noah; — he swears — so do I; 



V.9. " That babo of graoo 

Who ne'er before at Bermon Bhow'd bis fate, 

See JeiKiay TiiAtnha akimihl^." 

Horoio Epistlo, 125, note. 
See Hard. Obs. on this word, in Cradock. Memoirs, vol. i. 117; 
and Anecdote, p. IG4.' 
V. 16. But see Cradoct, MemoirB, to!, it. 16G. 
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To reject hira for sucli peccadillos, were odd ; 
Besides, lie repents — for he tallis about G** — 

[ To Jemmy] 
' Never hang down your head, you poor penitent 

elf, 
Come buss me — I'll be Mrs. Twitcher myself.'" 

[The concluding couplet la too gross to giro. Ed.] 
"Prom reoolleotioo laiu sura Lnrd Sondmoli was owftre of 
Gray; for about tba time La offered himsolf as bigh-stoward, 
oontror J to iiis usual maiim of not seeing au enemy on poblia 
oooa^ons, to once said to me, ' I have my private reasous for 
taowiug Ilia absolute inveteraoy.' " Cradook. iv. 22S, 



EXTRACTS. 



PR0PEETIU3, LIB. UI. ELEG. V. v. 19. 
' Mo jurat in ptimi ooluisaa Halioona jnventi," &a. 



LoKQ as of youth the joyous hours remain, 
Me may Castalia's sweet recess detain, 
Fast by the umbrageous yale lull'd to repose, 
Where Aganippe wavblea as it flows; * 

Or roused by sprightly sounds from out the trance, 
I'd in the ring knit hands, and join the Muses' 

dance. 
Give me to send the laughing bowl around. 
My Boul in Bacchus' pleasing fetters bound ; 
Let on this head unfading flowers reaide, 
There bloom the vernal rose's earliest pride; '° 
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And when, our flames commission'd to destroy, 
Age step 'tivixt Love and me, and intercept the 

joy; 

"When my changed bead these locks no more shall 
And all its jetty honours turn to snow; [know, 
Then let me rightly spell of Nature's ways ; w 
To Providence, to Him my thoughts I'd raise. 
Who taught this vast machine its steadfast laws, 
That first, eternal, universal cause ; 
Search to what regions yonder star retires, 
That monthly waning hides her paiy firea, ra 

And whence, anew revived, with silver light 
Itelumes lier crescent orb to cheer the dreary 

night: 
How rising winds the face of ocean sweep, 
"Where lie the eternal fountains of the deep. 
And whence the cloudy magazines maintain 2» 
Their wintry war, or pour the autumnal rain; 
How flames perhaps, with dire confusion hurl'd, 
Shall sink this beauteous fabric of tlie world ; 
Wliat colours paint tbe vivid arch of Jove ; 
What wondrous force the solid earlb can move, so 
When Pindus' self approaching ruin dreads. 
Shakes all his pines, and bows his hundred heads ; 
Why does yon orb, so exquisitely bright. 
Obscure his radiance in a short-liv'd night; 
Whence t!ie Seven Sisters' congregated flres, » 
And what Bootes' lazy waggon tires ; 
How the rude surge its sandy bounds control; 
Who measured out the year, and bade the sea- 
sons roll ; 
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EXTKiCTS. 167 

If realms beneatli tliose fabled torments know, 
Pangs without respite, flres that ever glow, *i 
Earth's monster brood stretdi'd on their iron bed, 
The hissing terrors round Alecto's head, 
Scarce to nine acres Tityus' bulk confined, 
The triple dog that scares the shadowy kind, 
All angry heaven inflicts, or hell can feel, « 

The pendent rock, Ixion's whirling wheel, 
Famine at feasts, or fiirat amid the stream ; 
Or are our fears the enthusiast's empty dream, 
And all the scenes, that hurt the grave's repose. 
But pictured horror and poetic woes. so 

These soft inglorious joys my hours engage ; 
Be love my youth's pursuit, and science erown 
my age. 

• 17S8. M. 22. 



PROPERTIUS, LIB. II. ELEG. I. v. IT. 
"Quod mihi si tsuitnm, Mieiieiuts, fata dcdissent," £e. 

Tet would the tyrant Love permit me raise 
My feeble voice, to sound the victor's praise. 
To paint the hero's toil, the ranks of war. 
The laurell'd triumph, and the sculptured car; 
No giant race, no tumult of the skies, « 

No mountain-structures in my verse should rise. 
Nor tale of Thebes, nor Ilium there should be, 
Nor how the Persian trod the indignant aea; 
Not Marius' CImbrian wreaths would I i-elafe. 
Nor lofty Carthage struggling with her fate, lo 
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1G8 gkat's foems. 

Here Btould Augustus great ia arras appear, 
And thou, Mscenas, be my second care ; 
Here Mutina from flames and famine free, 
And ttere tb.e ensanguined wave of Sicily, 
And scepter'd Alexandria's captive shore, i» 

And sad Philippi, red with Roman gore: 
Then, while the vaulted skies loud ios rend, 
In golden chains should loaded monarchs bend, 
And hoary Nile with pensive aspect seem 
To mourn the glories of his sevenfold stream, s» 
While prows, that late in fierce encounter met. 
Move through the sacred way and vainly threat, 
Thee too the Muse should consecrate to fame, 
And with her garlands weave thy ever-faithful 

But nor Callimachus' enervate strain ^ 

May tell of Jove, and Phlegra's blasted plain; 
Nor I with unaccustomed vigour trace 
Back to its source divine the Julian raoe. 
Sailors to tell of winds and seas delight, 
The shepherd of his flocks, the soldier of the fight, 
A milder, warfare I in verse display ; n 

Each in his proper art should waste the day ; 
Nor thou my gentle calling disapprove. 
To die is glorious in the bed of Love. 

Happy the youth, and not unknown to fame, 
Whose heart has never felt a second flame. « 
Oh, might that envied happiness be mine 1 
To Cynthia all my wishes I confine ; 
Or if, alas ! it he my fate to try 
Another love, the quicker let me die: *" 
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KXTBACT3. J 69 

But she, the mistress of my faithful breast, 
Has oft the charms of constancy confest, 
Condemns her fickle sex's fond mistake, 
Aaad hates the tale of Ti'oy for Helen's sake. 
Me from myself the soft enchantress stole; « 
Ah ! let her ever my desires control, 
Or if I fall the victim of her scorn. 
From her loved door may my pale corse he homo. 
The power of herbs can other harms remove, 
And find a core for every ill, but love. m 

The Lemnian's hurt Machaon could repair. 
Heal the slow chief, and send again to war ; 
To Chiron Phcenix owed hia long-lost sight, 
And Phcehua' son recaU'd Androgeon to the light. 
Here arts are vain, e'en magic hei-e must fail, m 
The powerful mixture and the midnight spell; 
The hand that can my captive heart release. 
And to this bosom give its wonted peace, 
Blay the long thirst of Tantalus allay. 
Or drive the infernal vulture from his prey. » 
Fop ills unseen what remedy is found? 
Or who can probe the undiscover'd wound? 
The bed avails not, nor the leech's care. 
Nor changing skies can hurt, nor sultry air, 
'Tis hard th' elusive symptoms to explore: » 
To-day the lover walks, to-morrow is no more ; 
A train of mourning friends attend his pall, 
And wonder at the sudden funeral. 

When then the fates that breath they gave shall 

And the short marble but preserve a name, ro 
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A little Terse my all that shall remain. ; 
Thy passing courser's slacken'd speed restrain; 
(Thou envied honour of thy poet's days, 
Of all our youth the ambition and the praise ! ) 
Then to my quiet urn awhile draw near, " 

And aay, while o'er that place you drop the tear, 
Love and the fair were of his youtli the pride; 
He lived, while she was kind ; and when she 
Irown'd, he died. 

April, 1742. Mt. 26, 



TASSO GEEUS. LIB. CAKT. XIV. ST. 32. 
" Preser commiato, e si '1 demo gli aprons," &a. 

Disjiiss'd at length, they break through all delay 
To tempt the dangers of the doubtful way ; 
And first to Ascalon their steps they bend, 
"Whose walls along the neighbouring sea extend, 
Mor yet in prospect rose the distant shore ; is 
Scarce the hoarse waves from far were heard to 

When thwart the road a river roll'd its flood 
Tempestuous, and all further course withstood; 
The torrent stream his ancient hounds disdains, 
SwoU'n with new force, and late-descending rains. 
Irresolute they stand; when lo, appeai-s 
The wondrous Sage: vigorous he seem'd in years. 
Awful his mien, low as his feet there flows 
A vestment unadorn'd, though white as new-fall'n 
snows; 
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Against tte stream the waves secure he troi5, m 
His head a chiiplet bore, hia hand a rod. 

As on the Ehiae, when Boreas' ftiry reigns, 
And winter binds the floods ia icy chains, 
Swift shoots the village-maid in rustic play 
Smooth, witliout step, adowa the shining way, w 
Fearless in long excursion loves to glide, 
And sports and wantons o'er the frozen tide. 

So nxov'd the Seer, but on no harden'd plain ; 
The river boil'd beneath, and rush'd toward the 

main. 
Where flx'd in wonder stood the warlike pair, se 
His course he turn'd, and thus relieved their care* 

" Vast, oh my friends, and difficult the toil 
To seelc your hero in a distant soil I 
No common helps, no common guide ye need. 
Art it requires, and more than winged speed, so 
"What length of sea remains, what various lands, 
Oceans unknown, inhospitable sands ! 
For adverse fate the captive chief has hurl'd 
Beyond the confines of our narrow world : 
Great things and full of wonder in your ears as 
I shall unfold ; but first dismiss your fears j 
Kor doubt with me to tread the downward road 
That to the grotto leads, my dark abode." 

Scarce had he said, before the warriors' eyes 
When mountain-high the waves disparted rise; « 
The flood on either hand its billows reara, 
And in the midst a spacious arch appears. 
Their hands he seized, and down the steep he led 
Beneath the obedient river's inmost bed; 
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The watery glimmerings of a fiiinter day is 

Discover'd half, and half conceal'd tlicir way; 
As when athwart the dusky woods by night 
The uncertain crescent gleams a sickly light. 
Through subterraneous passages they went, 
Earlli's inmost cells, and caves of deep descent; » 
Of many a flood they view'd the secret source. 
The birth of rivers rising to their course, 
"Wbate'er with copious train its channel fills, 
Floats into lakes, and bubbles into rills ; 
The Po was there to see, Danubius' bed, » 

Euphrates' fount, and Nile's mysterious head. 
Further they pass, where ripening minerals How, 
And embryon metals undigested glow, 
Sulphureous veins and living silver shine, 
Which soon tfie parent sun's warm powers refine. 
In one ricii mass unite the precious Store, 
The parts combine and harden into ore : 
Here gems break through the uigiit with glitter- 
ing beam. 
And paint the margin of the costly stream. 
All stones of lustre shoot their vivid ray, f" 

And mix attemper'd in a various day ; 
Here the soft emerald smiles of verdant hue, 
And rubies flame, with sapphire's heavenly blue, 
The diamond there attracts the wondrous sight, 
Proud of its thousand dyes and luxury of light. 
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P E il A T A. 



HYMENEAL 



Iqhamm nostrum menles, et inertia corda, 
Dum curas regum, et sortem miseramur iniquam, 
Quie solio affixit, vetuitque calescere flarama 
Dulci, qiiiie dono divum, gratissima serpit ) 

"Viscera per, mollesque aniniis lene implicat sestus ; 
Nee teneros sensus, Veneris nee prtemia norunt, 
Eloquiumve oculi, aut fecunda silentia lingute ; 
Scilicet ignorant lacrjmas, sfevosqne dolorea, 
Dura rudimenta, et violentte exordia flammEe ; 



* Printed ia the Cambridge Colleadon, 1738, ft!. In this 
ColIeoUon Is also a Latin Cupy of IlendeoaajLlables, by Ilomoe 
Wnlpole; a short Copy bj 'Biomt.s Aahlon, the fdend of WaL- 
pok, &e. ; and there are some Orsei. versea by Blohard 
DawBB, the author of ' MisoeUaoea Oritioa.' 

V. 1 . " Hen, viitum ignarie mentea ! " Virg. Mo, i 

V. 2. " Sortamqne animo misetatus iniqnam," JEn. t 
V. 4, " Dono divani gratissima serpit," ^n. ii. 269. 
V. 6. "Neoduloea natos, Veneris naeprffimianorisl' 



iv. S3. 



"Tidel 



r. Od.i 



, i. 35. And Pope. Homer, b 
od rfoyufnoBof eyes." 
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174 ORAT9 POBMS. 

Scilicet ignorant, quse flamine linxit amaro i" 
Tela Venus, cieciqiie armamentaiTa Bivi, 
Irasqne,insidiasqne, et taciturn sub pectore vulnuB; 
Hamque sub ingressu, primoque in limine Amoris 
Luctiis et ultrices posuece eubilia CuriB ; 
Intus habent dulces Risue, et Gratia Bedcm, is 
Et roaeis resupina toris, roseo ore Voluptas : 
Kegibua hue taciles aditus ; communia spernunt 
Oatia, jamque expers duria cuatodibus istia 
Panditur accessus, penetraliaque intima Templi. 

Tuque Ob ! Angliacis, Pidncepa, Bpea optima 



Ne tantum, ne finge nietum ■ 


"-■^=~~~- 




Hterea, et mentem p a. 






Umbram mirai-ia : "a 






Ibil in amplesus, t q 
Ille tamen tabulia iL 






AfFatu fniitur tacit a 






Lnmenior artificis ua 






V. 10. " Brnfia'-an, 
V. 11. " Quidquid hnlx. 
Juv.Sat.riiL83. 






V. 11. Thia line, whi ra 
Cambridge CollBOtioni tt P ed 
Xhs f..u1li is prgbnblj-i 
as Ihe liae is oomposed m 
339, "Irsque, imidiB^ co la 
JBn. W. «7, " Taeitum vi eotore uI 




t line U omitted, whiohsh in 






V. U. Thia liQB ia fto 






' "Luctuaetultries 






_ V. 18. "Quoa duT-a p m 
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MA.E11IAGE OF PHINCB OP WALES. 175 

Aspicit in fuels, pictteque in Virginia ore: 23 

Taata Venus potuit; tantua tenet error amantes, 

Nascere, magna Dies, qua sese Augusta Bri- 
tanno 
Comm ittat P elago, patriamque relinquat anicenam; 
Cujua in adventum jam nunc tria regna secundos 
AttoUi in plausua, dulcique accenaa fuTOre 
Incipiunt agitare modes, et carmina diount: 
Ipse animo sed enim juvenis comitatur euntem w 
Explorat ventos, atque auribus aera capiat, 
Atqtte auras, atque asti-a vocat crudelia ; pectus 
Int«ntum exultat, surgitque arrecta cupitlo; 
Incusat spes segra fretum, aolitoque videtur 
Latior effundi pontus, flixctusque morantes. ^ 

Nascere, Lux major, qua sese Augusta Bri- 
Committat juveui totam, propriamque dieabit ; 



V. 


22. 


'■ Atque a, 


Qimnra pioturl 


paso 


it inani, 


," Ma.: 


i. 164. 


V. 




"Raelung 




ingei 


,3," Ac. 


Virg. Georg. 


ii.SO 
















V. 




"Mis-.™ 


ab integro sieq 


Inrum nascili 




Virg, 


Eol. i 


iv.'s 














V. 


31. 


« Oommisi 


b imIe^o raisai 


." H 


or. oa. 


i.iii.ll 




V. 


33. 




.e acccusa furo 




JEn. iv. 


CUT. 




V. 


35. 




ui sio comitate 




itemT" 


.«n.vi. 


,8G3. 


v. 


30. 


Tbis line i 


3 from Virgil, 


Mn. 


iii.511i 










"E^plorBl 


; ventte. atqoe 


(Luril 




.eaptot.' 




v. 


ST. 


From Vire 


:. GeorK. h. i 




'■ Crudi 


ilia retrt 


iFatft 




iEn. V. 138; "Landum 


que a 




iupidu." 




V. 


41. 


"NaacKre, 








sr, al- 


mum 




Virg. Eel. 


viii, IIB. 














" Connubi. 


J juogam Bt] 


ibili, 


prop-la 


nijas di 


cabo," 


Vii'g 


.■.ffln.i. 13. 
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176 oray's P0EM9. 

At citius (precor) Oil! cedas melioriljus astris ; 
Nox finem pompEe, flnemque imponere curia 
Possit, et in thalamos fuitim deducere nuptam ; « 
Sufliciat re'quiemque viris, et amaiitibna umbras : 
Adsit Hymea, et aubridens cum matre Cupado 
AccedantjSternantque torosjignemqueministrent; 
nicet baud pictte iiicandescit imagine formse 
Ulteriua juvenis, verumque agnoscit amorem, lo 

Sculptile sicut ebur, faciemque arsisse veiiustam 
Pygmaliona cauunt : ante hanc auspiria ducil, 
Alloquiturque ameas, flammamque et vulnera nar- 

rat; 
Implorata Venna jussit cum vivere signum, « 
Ftemineam inspirana animam; quie gaudia sur- 

gunt, 
Audiit ut primie nasoentia nmrmura Jinguce, 
Luctari in vitam, et paulatim volvere oeellos 

V. 44. So in Gray's Epistle fiom Soplionisba: 

" Pomps tinia cto6. Toli vis ooete quiovi." 
V. 46. " On elie pofiition of the ' que,' see Burman, Virgil, 

V. 47, " Pri VBnu3, et teoeia roluoer oHin matre Cupldo," 
Or. Met. ix. 481. 

T.60. "Veroseiponltiinioves," Ovid. Met x. 43a, "Ve- 
roa paroe piDflceniur omorea," Ovid. Art. Am. ii. Ij33, 
V. 61 is fium Ovid. Met. x. 347; 
" Interca niireum mirii foliolter arte 
Sadpii rbur; furisamque dedit, qua fcemimt naeo! 
Bullft potoBt: operiB(^aa aui oonaapit mnoiem: 

Bt, 3i nun ubatet reveientia, Telle iiioveil; 
Ai's luleo latEt arte enit. Mimtur, et bauiHt 
Pectore Pjgmaliuo siinoltiti oorporia ignes." 
V &B. " Sed parvK mntmura, lingDO," Or. Met. zli. 10. 
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MARKIiGffi OF PRINCE OP WALES. 177 



i, aspexitqne novk splendescere flamma ; 
Corripit amplexu vivam, jamque oscula jungit 
Acria confestim, recipitque rapitque ; prioris ea 
Immemor ardons, Nymphieque oblitus ebumea;. 
Tho. Gkat, Pet. Coll. 



LUNA HABITABILIS • 

DuM Nox rorantes, non tncomitata per auras 
Urget equoa, tacltoque inducit sidera lapsu ; 
Ultima, Bed nulli soror inflcianda sororum, 
Hue mihi, Masa; tibi patet alti janua cceli, 
Astra videa, nee te numeri, nee nomina fallunt, a 
Hue mihi, Diva veni ; dulee est per aperta serena 
Vere frui liquido, campoque errare sileati; 

T. 59. " Esolpb ampleitu, felieiaqne oscula jurgia," Ot. 
Ep. xviii. lUl. And Mel. x. 266: "Oscula dat, leddique 
putatj loqulturqne tenotqua." 

T. 61. " Sit oonjus oplo, (non auaus, ebarnea viigo, 

DieetB Pvgmalion,) GiinlliB ineo, dixit ebumere." 

Oi-. Mot. X. 875. 

• This oopj of veraea was written by deaii'e of the Oollega, 



ori. Sob also in V, Bouroe'fl Puems, p. 261, «to. 

, " Tndto lapsn," Cliwdiaii, is[i.il30. Aiidsjsi.40; 

. " iSooteB atque dies patet uti'i janua Dilia." 

Virg. ^a. Ti 127 

" Ver inde aeronum 

Protinus, et linaiili elementior auia favoni." 

Clnudian, i. 2T2. 
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li-a GRAYS POEM3. 

Vere fnii dulce est; modo tu dignata pel«ntem 
Sis comes, et mecum gelida spatiere sub nmbrfi.. 
Scilicet hos orbes, cceli hicc decora alta putandum 
est, M 

Noctis opes, nobis tantum lucere; Tirum(|ii6 
Ostetilari oculis, nostrie laquearia terra), 
Ingentes scenas, vastique aul*a theatri ? 
Oil ! quis me peunis aathrw super ardua sietet 
Mirantem, propjusqiie dabit conTexa tueri; « 
Teque 3cleo, undo fluens reficit lux mollior arva 
PallicKorque dies, tristes solata tenebras? 

Sic ego, subridens Dea sic ingressa yicissim : 
Non pennis opus hie, superaut simul ilia petamus : 
Disce, Puer, potius coslo deducere Lunam; 20 
Neu crede ad magicaa fe invitum accingler artes, 
Thessalicosve modos ; ipsam descendere Phceben 
Conspicies novua Endymion ; seque offcret ultro 
Visa tibi anl« oculos, et iiot& major imago. 



And Vlrg. 


, fleorg. i. «! 












d novo, Holidua ■ 


ooniseui 


amonUbustni 






Up,ii^r." - 








V. 


13. 


"VelscTB^utl 


^CTsis dls 


oedat frontibns 


1 Dtqne 










ut <ado^ lirltixr 
Vivg. < 


mi." 

le-irg. iii. 24. 


V. 


14. 


This and the following line are from Vi 


ig. Gwtg.ii. 


489; 


and 


^n iT.iJl. 








V. 


20. 


" Disoa, puer," 


' ^n. JL\ 


i.*35. "Vel 




aednoara lunnm," Eolog. 








V. 


21. 


•' McigioM invitam adoii 


igier artes," Ma. iv. 49S. 


V. 


22. 


"Ouffimdarao] 




voce Themla 












deiipit." llur. 


Bpod. T. 45. 


T. 


24. This line is frati 


n Virgil, 


JJn. ii, 77,1: 








"VisamiAinnl 


SO=»l»!, 


et notf. msjor 


imago." 


T. 


?S. 




ioaputint«rn. 


ibila Bondit." 










Virg. 


Ma. iv. IW 
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LUHA HABITABILIS. 179 

Quin tete admoveas (tumuli super aggere spec- 
taa), 2J 

Compositum tubulo ; simul imum invade canalem 
Sic intents, acie, ixeli simul alta patescent 
Atria; jamque, ausus Lunaria visere I'egna, 
Ingrediere solo, et caput inter mibila condea. ss 

Ecce autem ! vitri se in vertice sistere Phceben 
Cemis, et Oceanum, et crebria Freta consita terris. 
Panditur ilk atram faeiem caligine condens 
Sublustri; refugitque oculos, fallitque tuentem; 
Int^ram Solia lucem quipp^ haunt aperto si 
Fluctu avidus radiorum, et longos imbibit ignes : 
Verum Ms, quse, maculia variata nitentibus, auro 
Ccorula discemunt, celso sese insula dorso 
Flurima protrudit, prxtentaque littora saxis ; 
Liberior datur his quoniim natura, misiusque 



V. 31. " Et crcbris Icgiraua fruta ooraita terris." 

Virg. JEn. iii. 12T. 

V. 35. There Is no avtbarltf in Ludn poetry for the nse of 
the word "imblblt" in Ihia sense. It Is a wi>nl unusual In 
poetry, though twioaibond in Iivioretius (iii. lOlO.iuidvi. 71): 
but it is there nsed in another oonstniotion ; na " Imbibit 
petere," i. i. " Indusit in aninium petere." Tliere is a note 
on this word in Mureti V&r. Leotiunes, lib. i. onp, 6. fin 
Gesner's Tbosfturus, and llaveroiunp's Lnoretius, the referenoe 
toMuretuaiswron", 1. onp. fi.) 140 word which firiijBhould 
have need ia "bibil." See JEn. i. 749; x\. SOi; Georg. ii. 
606, Ao. "fijniphii bibit solem." Sid. Ap^ill. xi. IS. See 
the notes of the ooramentatora, on Gratii Cyneg. CO. Batm. 
Poet. Lat. Minor, vol. i.p. GO. 

V. 38. This word is unnanul in Latin pnelry. It maybe 
Oefended on the notbority of Lueretins, iv. 247: " Bstemplo 
protrudit, ngltfjiieiveL'a: **— wJiere, however, some manusoripta 
read"procudit." 

V. 33. . " iVaiura vidctur 
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180 gkay's poems. 

Lumen depascunt liquidura ; sed tela diei « 

Detorquent, retroque docent se vertere flammas. 
Hinc longos videas tractus, terrasque jacentea 
Ordine candenti, eJ claros se attollere montea ; 
Monies quels Ehodopeassurgal,quibusOssamvali 
Vei-tice : tuoi scopulis infj'4 pendentibua antra 43 
Nigrescunt clivorum umbra, nemorumque tene- 

NoD rores illi, aut desunt sua nubila mundo ; 
Non fi-igus gelidum, atque berbis gratissimus 

imber ; 
His quoque nota ardet picto Thaumantias arcu, 
Os roseum Auvorse, propriique crepuscula cceli. w 

Et dubitas tantum cerlis cultoribus orbem 
Destitui? exorcent agros, sua mocnia condunt 
Hi quoque, vel Martem invadunt, curantque trium- 
Victores ; sunt liic etiam sua prmmia laudi ; |"pboa 
His metus, atque amor, et mentem moi-talia tan- 

gunt. « 

V. 40. " Lncida l«la diei," Luoret. i. US. " Luolferique 

V. 45. " Fronte Eub miveiai aoopulia pendenObua antruin," 
Virg. ^n. I. llifl, 

V, 48, " Gaum ros in teiierl pocovi gmtiaBiDiuB hei-bS." 

Virg. E=I,B. viii. 15. 

V. 4a. " Roseo Thanmiuitias ore loowtB. est," Virg. .ffln. 
is. 5. " In temiin pirtou delftpBa per orcKa," Os. Msl. siv, 838. 

V. 53. " Invadunb Mfirtem djpeis," ^a. xW. 712. 

V. 54. " Sunt hio etiam aua prwmia Inudi, 

V. 66. Scaliger, lilie Gvay, uses tne flniil v^wel in 'nti' 
Ehort; and n short vovel al tlie end of tbc first form of Uia 
ElegLoo veiise. V. Eibl. Poriiana, p. 323. 
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LUKA HABITABILIS. 181 

Quin, uti nos oculis jam nunc juvat ii* per aiva, 
LitcentesqueplagasLunie,pontumque{)rt)fundum; 
Idem illos etiitm ai-dor agit, cum ae aureus effert 
Sub sudum globus, et terrarum ingentior orbis ; 
Scilicet omne sequor turn lustranl^ scilicet orenem oo 
Teilurem, gentesque polo sub utroqne jaceiites ; 
Et quidam aiativi indefessus ad setheris iguea 
Pervigilat, noctem exercens, ccelumque fatigat; 
Jam Galli apparent, jam se Germania late 
Tollit, et albescens pater AppeninHS ad auras; oa 
Jam tandem in Borean, en ! parvulus Anglia nterua 
(Quanquam aliis longd fulgentior) extidit oras ; 
Formo3umextempl6lumen,mac«lamquenitentem 
Invisunt crebri Proeerea, aerumque tuendo 
Haerent, certatimque auo cognomine signant : w 
Forsitan et Lunte longinquus in orbe Tjrannus 
Se dominum yocflt, et noatrA se jactat in auJA. 
Terras possim alias propiori sole calentes 
MaiTare, atque alias, jubaria queia pardor usus, 
Lunarum chorus, et tenuis penuria Phtebi ; rs 
Nt meditans eadem lisec audaci evolvere cantu, 
Jam pulaet citharam soi-or, et prseludia tentet. 
Non tamen has proprias laudes, nee facta silebo 



V.6B. 


'■Etq 
Pat. 


uid. 

■Igi] 


z. 


aoroahibetni 


nd tumi 
Vi 


t'S, 


' i 292 


V. 66. 


" Vert 




sa 


attollena pater Apenn 


inns ad a 


nras." 


V. 72. 


"IJUi 


Bei 


iact 


,Bt in anl6," 


iEn.i. 1 


40. 




V. 15. 


BoVir 




Gt 


iorg. 1.424; 


'< Lunasi 


lue sequa 


ntaa." 


V. 7S. This eipresaiun " Penutia 

would Imve been less objaolion, if 
tho Bgnrative. had beea used. 


, Phcebi"i3not,IbolieTe, 
rf the Latin poets. There 
tbe pUln term, instead of 
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182 gray's poems. 

Jampridem in fatis, patriceque oi-acula famse. 
Tempus erit, swrsum totos contendere ccetus « 
Quo eemes iongo exeursu, priniosque colonos 
Mjgrare in lunam, et notes mutare Penates : 
Bum stupet obtutu tacito vetus incola, longeque 
Insolitas esplorat aves, claasemque volantera. 
Ut quondam igaotum marmor, camposque nai- 
taiites 85 

Tranavit Zephyroa visena, nova regna, Columbua ; 
Litora mirantur circum, mirantur et undie 
Inclusas acies ferro, turraasque biformes, 
Monstraque fteta armis, et non imitabile fiilmen. 
Fcedera mox icta, et gemini commereia mundi, » 
Agminaque assueto glomerata sub Ecthere cemo. 
Anglia, qufe pelagi jamdudum torquet Labenas, 
Exercetque frequens ventos, atque imperat imdie ; 
Aeris attollet fasces, veteresque triiimphos 
Hue etiam feret, et victis dominabitur auria. » 



Ease qooque i« /D(is reminiacitat," 
Obtntu Uicito stetit," Ma. jii. Uefl 

CompiquB natantes," Georg. iii. 19B 
Fiela armia," .*1d. ii. 233. " Non 
. Ti. 590. 


.Uet.i.S5e 
e yolantem,' 


Oland.Miiii 


Eqnoreashabeims," Clavi. Tiii. 422. 


Argis." &L 
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SAPPHIC ODE : TO ME. "WEST.* 

tSee Maaon's MeTOuii-a, rol. ii, p, JK; on tv version of Gray's 
Latin Odus by Uiaon, in Eagl ah s U iw 'e Letters 

to Cale, p, ll(j.l 

Barbakas cedes aditure mecu n 
Quas Eris semper ibve nq a 
Lis ubi iate sonat, et o^ m 

^stuat i^men 

Dulcius quanto, patulis sub ulmi j 

llospitaj ramis temer^ jaceiitem 

* Mason oonsiilerea tliia aa tho first original prodnotion of 
Gray's Muao; the two foriuar pi«iii3 being imposod us oi- 
erobea by the College. 

"V. 1. Gonip. Hor. Od. ii. ri. 1: " Septimi, Glides aditure 
meoum," &0t LuAe, 

V.i. So Claudiaa, xi. 2*: 

« Qnot wiiKBiiM onpipiti gradu 
Furtii'a oorpent osoula Ntides." 
V. 6. " PlatanuB . . . patulis est diffusa rjimia," Cio. da 
Oratore, Lib. I. enp. idi. " Hospita umbra," Oidd. Trist. 
in. iii. 64. Hor. Od, B. ill. 9. 

v. 6. There ia no authority for the lint syllable of " teniere " 
being made long. See Burmanni. Anth. LaC. vol. ii. laS, and 
Olasa. Journal, So. xvili. p. 340. Yat Caaimir Sorbierus has 
erred fa the quantity of this word, as well as Gray; 
'■ Te slbilaiilis lenior halitus 
Parflabit Euri; me juvet iuEeilm 

So temere jttooisse rlpa." Ad. Testudinem. 

And Cowley {Solitndo) " Hie jaoiena vastris UmiTr, sub um 
bris." Lowth Odo nd orn, Puellam, " Duoit aquas lema-i 
sequentes." Can.iin. Quadiig.ii. 81. " Defeasua (mtrt as." 
See Woty's Poet. Calendar, Part jLii. p. Si. In Horaoe, Vir- 
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Siepe enim curis vagor expedita 
Mente ; dum, blandam meditans CamEenam, 
Vis malo rori, meminive serie " 

Cedero nocti ; 

Et, pedes quo rae rapiunt, ia omni 
CoUe Ptu-nassum videor videre 
Fertibm sylyie, gelidamque in omni is 

Fonte Aganippen. 

Bisit et Ver me, facUeaque Nymphse 
Ware captantem, nee inelegant!, 
Mane quicquid de violia eundo 

gll, aod Ovid the finnl ajllnble of this word ia aIwa;B diikd, 
— A friend oteerved, that the lust Byllabla of lemere iB miide 
long in the 'Urodus' on ths authoi-it; of TeitulliiiD : "Im- 
memor llle Dei temerfi committsre Me." II is heiilj neeea- 
BOry to obaatve that the withorilj of Tertallian on a question 
ot a doubtful quantJly would not be esEceined iuffiraent. The 
luaC syllable of temere being aJwoys dided by Virgil, HoTRoe, 
and Ovid, euffieienti; showa Uaeii opinion to have been, tjiat it 
nBS sheit; and therefore tliab it oonld not be used In Hexs' 
meter veifle, vtithont lengthening its final syllable by eliaion. 
See Meoagima, rol. ill. p. 413. (Hor. Od. ii. li. 13, " Plnu 
jaoenles aio taiuerc." Laki.} 

T. 7. " Tenui deducta poemuto fllo," Hor. Bp, II, 1. 1125. 
" OrBciles Musas," Propert. Bleg. II. s. 3. Virg, Bolog. i. 2. 
Hor. S. ii. 6, 61, " NnnB retecum libtiSt nunc suumo el ineiiibaa 
horh." Luke. 
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Me reclmatum teneram per herbam ; 
Quit leves cursua aqua cuaque dueit, 
Et moras dulci strepitu lapillo 

Nectit in omai 



Hfe novo noatrum fer^ pectus anno si 

Simplicea cuno tenuere, ccelum 
Quamdiu sudTim explicuit Favoni 

Otia et campos nee adhuc relinqno, 

Nee magis Phcebo Clytie fideljs } ^' 

(Ingruant venti lieet, et senescat 

Mollior asstas.) 

Kamque, seu, Isetos hominum labores 

T. 13, 14. '• r, pedes qno te rnpiunt," Hot. Od. iii. si. 19. 
" Viderc magaos jam i<ideor duces," Od. ii. 1. 21. 

V. 17. " Sed faoiloa nyinpha risere," Vlrg. Eolog. iii. 9, 
v. 13. Virg. Qoorg. i. 376, " Patnlis oaptavit rmrLbas 

n, gee Fabiicins on 

V. 21 . Virg. Eolog. riil. 15, " Cmn roa in leaera peoori gra- 
tisaimna Afr£a.^* Itukg^ 

V. 22. " Levis Juran," Yirg. ^n. iS. 489. " Cnrsas du- 
cebat," ^0. t. 667. 

V, as. Hot. Od. If, 37, "Duloem qtits atrepitimi. Fieri, 
temperas." £«4e. 

V. aa. " Call in regione sereni 

Per siidum rutiliwe vident." Virg, Ma. riii. 528. 

V. 30. See Ot. Metam, iv. 231. 261. 

V 31. " Seneacit ager," Ovid. Art. Am, iii. 83, ei Pont. 
I, it. 14. " MollcB (uini," Ovid. Ep, iii, 3, Tristia, iv. 43. 
X Mollior lestiae," Virg. G^oTg. i. 312. 
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Prataque et monies recreante curru, 
Purpura tractus on ens Eoos 

Vestit, et auTO ; 

Scdulus Bcrvo veneratus orbem 
ProdigQm splendoris ; amoiniori 
Sive dilectam meditatur igne 

Pingere Cal^iea ; 

Usque dura, fulgore magis magis jam 
Languiclo circum, variata nwbes 
Labitur furtJm, viridisque in nmbraa 
Scena receasit. 

ego felix, vice si (nee unquam 
Surgerem rursus) simili cadentem 
Parca me lenis sinei-et quieio 

Fallere Letho ! 



V. 34. V. Lacrct. v. 402, " Solqne * » retreowl ounota 
^beroana.** Ijuke, 

v. 41. See Tate in tbe ClaEs. Joura. No. is. p. 120. " Ho- 
race mokes the aivMoo after the 5th, 6th, or 7th foot, oever 
after the Srd, as the Moderns do." 

V. 45. The last ajlIablB of ego ia short, and eo used by the 

riae a modern poet in thU Uoenae. See the nolo bj Heinaina 
(m Ovid, Bp. xili. 135, vol. i. p. 180, and Burmaan on Pro- 
pertil Eleg. I. viii. 41. " Keote Helnsins, qui nunqnam a 
Nasone, p. 93, 94, TS3, hujne yooulte ultimam pmduci notat; 
et lalsoi ease ilios qni ab uUo Auguatei Eeri poetfk id faetum 
llontendunt,dieit ad Albinov. Bpioed. Drua. 1. 193." See also 
Voaaius de Arte Grammatiok, lib. ii. nap. 27. DrakenboriJi, 
in his nets on Sil. Italioua xvii. SIi8, p. 365, (where the last 
Bjllable of ego is long), relies on the authorities produced by 
Vossiua; and thinks that it may be lengthened, eien irithout 
the power of the oieauni. 
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Multa flagranti radiisque ciacto 
Integris ah ! quam iiitil inviderem, 
Cum Dei ardentes niediua quadrigas 
Sen tit Olympus. 



ALCAIC FRAGMENT. 

[3ae M]Uoa's Memoirs, vol. iL p. 43. J 

j-ACitrMAETJii fons,* tenero sacros 
Ducentium ortus ex aiiimo ; quater 
Felix I ia imo qui scatentem 
Pectore te, pia Nymplia, sensit. 



V, i7. See Stewart's Moral PhilosoiJiy, vol. iii. p. 201. 

V. 43, " Natua moriensque fefellit," Hot. Ep. I. lyli. 10. 

V. 49. Maaoo haa improporly OBoented this word, es If 11 
ware an adverb (multi). All the other editions have fol- 
lowed him. It ia tliB " nomen pro adverbio," as Uor. Od. iv. 
ii. 25. 

V. 62. ViTg. ^11.1.206, " PhcebB medima pulsabat Olym- 
pum." Lakf, 

* Bo Bophooles, ADtigone, ver. 803 j 

S" oiiK Iri i^yuf Sima/iai iiiKiniuv. 
V* Chariton, ed. DorviUQf p. 5, and Chrjaoalom in laud, 
Paul! ed. Homatetii. p. xivi. siii Ttiiyai iitnpvw i fiti,. 
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LATIN LINES 



le Mason's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 91.] 



HoRRiDOS tractuB, Boreieque linquens 
Eegna Taurini fera, molliorem * 
Advehor brumam, Genumque amant«s 
Litora soles. 



ELEGIAC VEESES, 



[See Mason's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 101.} 

Qua Treble glaucaa salice? interaecat undS, 
Arvaque Romanis noliiHtata mails. 

Visus adhuc amnb veteri de dade rubere, 
Et suspirantes ducere mcestus aquas ; 

Maurorumque ala, et nigi's inorebescere turmEe, i 
Et pulaa Ausonidum ripa aonare fugi. 



* So in fee Sopphio Ode, **Mollior sestafl.'' Ovid in his 
Einat. ex Ponto, i. Ii. 61; " IJbora moUia," 

V. 1. I do not know on what authority Gray has ased the 
word " Trabie " nlth the final e. The word whloh is used in 
the Oloasio authors is Trebia, Tpc^jof. See Sil. Ital. iv. 661, 
il. UO, &e. Bffips. Lucan, H. IB. Livy, sxi. o. 18. Piinj, 
N. H. a. 2n. &Q. Clandian. xxir. U&. Manilina. iv. 661. — 
. sjllablo 
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CAKMEN AD C. EAVONIUM ZEPHYRINIM.* 
[See Mason's Meiooks, vol. ii. p, 120.1 



cui tenerte vigent 
riE Favoni, cui Venus it comes 
Lasciva, Nympharum choreia 
Et volucrum celebrata cantu ! 



Trebie, ea Ubja., Ubje. Ent in Ovid the ivntds Lcda, Ehca, 
Hybla, Phiedm, Andromedn, Amalthoii, &a. lengthen the final 
eytUble. "MitUbHjpern1ne3tri.de tot ntodo fi-attibus ani," 
Ov. Bp. ixv. 1. In Propertius, il. xl. 6. the a in Bleotra is 
long! nlso in Ovid. Fstt. iv. 177. Bee on thia point D'OrvillB. 
Miso. Obs. ii. 202, and Bumtuin. notes to Antbol. Ladn. i. 
aifi. ii. 78. Jortia. Tracts, vol. il. i21. Bunnann. Proper!. 
It. J. 63. p. 84*. In the Hetc. Fnr. of Seueea, 203: "Ma- 
BBra parvum oomitBta gregein." Otay therefore would hare 
had EDincieat anthorit; foe the use of Trebia in this pkee. 
Bo HI, Itallous, iv. 661, deaorihiog the B,ppBariineo of Trebiai 

" Turn nuidldoa orlnes, et glauca f Jronile rBvinotam 
Attolllt enm vooe oapnt." 
Vitg. Qeorg. iv. 183: "Et glauoas salieaa." Luke. 

V. 5. Sil. rtal, describes the army of Hannibal, iii. iOT; 
" Talla Sidonius per campus agmini duotor 
Pulyere nigrojilea raptat." 

• Written hy Qray immediatoly nftor hia jonrney to Fraa- 
oati and the ooacadca of Tivoli, wbioh ha hod described in a 
preoeding letter to hia friend West. 

V. 1. " Bt reaorata MgH gcnitaliB owo Famal." 



t When the epithet g/arica ia applied to the foliage of a tree, 
and the tree itself not partjcnlariied, na in the pjissago of Sil. 
Italiciua; we must raforit to the "srilij,"the "populuB,"or 
the "olivsi " according to aituiition,nnd other oiroamstanees; 
aa " CffiTuloas " ia generally applied to the Pine, Ta, and 
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) gray's poems. 

Die, non inertem fallere qud diem 
Amat sub umbi-a, seu sinit aareum 
Dormire plectrum, seu retentat 
Pierio Zephjrinua antro 
Furore ,dulei plenua, et immemor 
Eeptantis inter frigora Tuseuli 
Uiabrosa, vel coiles Amici 
Palladia superantis AlljEe. 
DiJecta Fauno, et capripedum choria 
Pineta, tester vos, Anio minax 
QuEECunque per clivos volutus 
Prsecipiti tremefecit amne, 
IlUus altum Tibur, et ^suke 
Audisse sylvaa nomen amabiles, 
niius et gratas Latinis 
Naisin ii 



V. 6. " Et te sonantem plenius nu™, 

Aii:scc, plain." Hor. Ocl, ii. xi!i. 2C. 

V. 8. " Pieiio reorentis antro," Hor. Od. iii. iv. 40. 

V. U. " Kt priecepB Anio, ao Tibnrni lucna," Hor. Od. i. 
vH. 13. " Preeeps Anion," Stot. Silv. i. t. 25. 

Y. ll). In Mnsou's, and all tlie anbsequent edition^ the 
word " Naiasin" ishere pitujed; which nould mnlto tlie line 
immetrical. Gmj indeed might have written " Nalaain gami- 
nJlEsB tnpcs." But the word " Kaldea " in the foUowhig line, 
which has also the suna error in the ediOona ns the formsr 
nord, iraiild make an objection to that reading. I have there- 
fore reatored the metre, bj reading " Naian " (uld " Kaides." 
See GronoTius on Sences Hippol. T7S. JorUn. Traeta, vol, i. 
p. 321. 

V. 20. See Propert. 1. sx. 12; "Hon minor Ausonius est 
amorahl Dryaan." Andi.ii.S!; "Ah! dolor ibat Hylas, 
ibftt Hamadryttsin." And Or. Art. Am. iii. 672. See Bnr- 
mann. note to Ovid, Ep. liii. 137, and Triat. v. 5. 13. V. 
Lotiohii. Poem. i. p. 22G. ed Burm. and Burm. Anihnl. Lat. 
Viil. ii. p. 608. Burm. ad Vh-g. Eclog. :i. 10. Salmnsii Ling, 
liolsn. p. 112. 
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AD C- FAVONIUW ZEPHYSINUM. 

Nam me Latinie Naides midk 
Videre rip4, qui niveaa leyi 
Tam sffipe lavit rore plumas 
Dulee eanens Vemisinua alps ; 
Mirum ! canenti coutieuit nemus, 
Sacriqae fontes, et vetineut aAhua 
(Sic Muaa juasit) saxa molles 
Docta modes, veteresque lauii, 
Mirare nee tu me eitharse rudeni 
Claudis laborantem aumeris .* loca, 
Amtena, jucundumque ver in- 
compositum docuere carmen ; 



V. 25. In this, tba toUowing, and bhe last stanza, lis third 
line of the AloiJo stanza ends with two dissyllables ; whish 
ean ha defended bnt hy very few eitimplea of iloriioe. Sea 
the fictilieua ode, lib. i. 40. ad Librum suuoi, (published by 
Villoison in I.ong. Past.) r. II. "Hulo an> stabiC, Uaoo, 
oantu." Anothef error in this verse is the absenoe of the 
ateeni on tiie fifth or sixth syllable. 

V. 26. " EpiMr Up&v pSov;' ApoU. Rhod. i. 1208. iy. 134. 
Thooor. Idyll, ii. 1. 69. " Ad agaa lena caput sacra," Hor. 
Od. i, S. 32. " Keo sacros pollne fanlss," Ovid. Metam. ii. 
464. <'Fantesacro,"VirE. .^n.vii.Sl.and Jordn'siemnrks 
on Spenser, vol. 1. p. 63. 

T. 30. This is the only instanoe in this ode in iihioh Gray 
bes not coolbrmed to the rule of Che "divisio versfls post 
quintain syllabani." In the otjier Aloiuo Ode on tbo Char- 
treuse, there is also one instance similar to this : 

Tiie pmcljce of Horace cerlninly seems to authorize this 
rule. Three esccplions ore to bo found: Od. lib, i. KXivii. 6, 
1. xxKvii. U, and Od. iv. »r. 16. I do not linoiT that there 
are any more ; of course, the ease of an elided syllabtc lieing 
excepted. 

V. 31. In Horace there are but nine instances of an amphi- 
brachys, as " Amtena," bo^nning the third line of the Alcaic 
stanza. As the places nhere it occurs in that poet have not, 
I believe, been ever uuinted out, I irill set Ihem down here. 
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GKAX S POEMS. 



Hcerent sub omni nam folio nigri 
Phcebea laci (credite) aomaia, 
Argtitiuaque et lympha et aui-se 
Nescio quid solito loquimtur. 



FEAGMENT OF A LATIN POEM* ON THE 

GAUEUS. 

[Sea MttsOB's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 145.] 

Nec procul infdix ae tollit in ietliera Gaurtts, 
Prospiciens vitreum lugentj vertice pontum : 
Tristior ille diu, et veteri desuetua olivd 
Gaurua, pampineEequo elieu jam nescius umbrfe; 

to save 007 trouble to those dealrous of seeing thera ; i. xTii. 
7, 1, irix. 7. i. xxxT. 15, i. xxivii. 15, ii. iii. 3, ii. iviL 3, ii. 
SI. 11, iii. iii. 71, iii. iris. 11. 

V. 31, 32. There ia do iustmice in Horace of a brokm imrd 
ending the third line of the Aloalo Btanza, or, indeed, of ils 
being need at all', and therefore it most be oonsidercd as not 
defended by onthoritj; though it may be found ending the 
third line of the Sapphio stanza, in Horaoe, i. sxr. II. i. il. 
19, ii. svi. 7, iii. xsvii. m, but, I believo, Ihnt no example 
eren of this can be found in the Sapphios of Seneca. It ends 
the first line, in Hoc. Od. iv. ii. 1, tuid the seeond line in ii. ii. 
18, and iv. ii. 2S, in which latter passage it ia to be obsei-ved, 
that the "divUio Toeis" taltes place in tira sucoeaaive lines. 

V. 33. " QuQui sedeni Somnia vnlgfl 

Yoaa tenere feranb, Ibliisqne sob omnihua hairent.** 

Vifg, ^n, vi. 283, 

• Sent bj Gray to his friend West, with a reference to San- 
dja's Ti-avels, book iv. pog. 275, 277, and 278, A tranalatimi 
of this poem inay be seen in the Gent. Mag. tbr July, 1776, 

V. i. "Vitreo ponto," Hor. Od. iv, ii, 3. " Vitrea nndo," 
Tlrg. .ffln. vii. 750, Georg. iv, 350, 

V 4-. " Baoohei vioeta inodentia Ganri," Btatii Silv. iii. v 
98. " loario nemorosus palmite Gaurua," Silv. iii. i. 147. 
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Hon-endi tarn sseva premit vicinia montis, s 

Attonitumque urget latus, exuritque ferentem. 

Nam fama est oHm, mediS. dum rura silebant 
Nocte, Deo victa, et molli perfusa quiete, 
Infremuisse fequor ponfj, auditamque per omnes 
Lafe tellurem surdum inimugire cavernas : lo 
Quosonituoemoraaltatremunt: tremitexcitatufo 
Partbenoptea siau, flammantisque ora Vese^. 
At aubito se aperire solum, Tastosque recessus 
Pandere sub pedibus, iiigraque voragine fauces; 
Turn piceas cineruni glomerare sub letbere uubes 
Vorticibus rapidis, ardentique imbi-e procellam. le 
Prfecipitea fugere ferte, pei-que avia longd 
Sylvaram fugit pastor, juga per deserta, 
Ah, miser I inerepitans stepd alti voce per umbram 
Keqnicquam natos, creditque audire sequentes. ai 
Atque ille excelso rupis de vertice solus 
Respectana notasque demos, et dulcia regna. 
Nil usqu&.m videt infelix prater mare tiisti 
Lumine percussum, et pallentes sulpbure campos 
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194 gkat's poems. 

Fumumque, flammasque, rotataque turbine saxa> 
Quin ubi detonuit fragor, et lux reddita cojIo; 
MaJstoa confluere agiieolais, paasuque viderea 
Tandem iterum timido deserta reqnirere tecta: 
Sperantes, si forte oculis, si forte darentur 
Uxorura cineres, miserorumve ossa pai-entum "> 
Tenuia, sed tauti eaJtem solatia iuctus) 
Xink colligere et juata componere in urna. 
Uxorumnusq«aiHciiieres,ntisquani08sapareiitum 



And, " Sulphurei cum pot Juga oonsita Gaari," Ansonii Moaell. 
p. 387, ed. Tollil, "Aohelanlem oceleslJ sulfuro campum," 
T. Stat. Theb. si. 17. 

v. 25. In the modern Latin poetry, this lioeasB of length- 
ening the "que "liafore the mute and liquid, even with tjie 
poner of the essuro, ought to be avoided, as it Is supported 
bj BO few examples. See Virg. .«n, vii. ISG. Oeorg. 1. 164. 
And see aijo ^n. iii. 91. Of. Met. v. 481, and ClaM. Jour- 
nal, Ho. xii. p. 171, siii. 361. 

V, Sa. This ia not a oomniOQ expression in LaUn poetry. 
Val. Flaocus has, " Data detonet ira ; " iv. 231. See also 
Qnintiliiui (Qesu. xil. ix. 1): "-Cum ilia dieendl ritloaa jaC' 
tatio later plausorea sero detonuit." Fetion. Sat. e. xrlL 
p. 37. Sid. Apollin. 0. liv. 24. 

T. 31. See Vii^. fleorg. L 397 : " Tenuia neo lajiffi," fej.— 
H. 121 : '• Depoetnnt tenuia Seres." Lucret. iv. 717. And 
Terent. Maar. ver. 474, 

V. 31. « Solatia Inctfts 

Exigna ingentis tnisere sed debita patri." 

Ma. li. 62. 

V. 33. I alonld conoeive the proper phrase to be "Colligere 
In unum," and not mid. Virg. Eol. vii. 2 : " Oonipulerant- 
qne greges Corjdon et Thjrsis in unum." Cioero de In- 
TenBone, i. 6G : « C^IUgcre et conferre m nnum." Again, 
"MlllUbna In unum eonduetia." And PhlHp. ix.: "Siomnes 
jurla eonsulti In unum oonfenuitur." Oiidil Met. lU. 716. 
See the note on Ovid. Uetam. xilL 910. 

V. S3. " Alas 1 

Nor wife, not children more ehnll he behold, 
Hor frienda, nor sacred homo." 

Thomson. Winter, SIS. 
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THE GACKXJS. 195 

(Spemmiscram!) assuetosYC Lares, atitmravide- 
Quippe Tibi planities campi diffusa jaceliat; [bunt. 
Mona uovus; ille supercilium, frontemque faviilii 
Incanum ostentous, ambustis cautJbus, ssquor 
Subjectum, stragemque suam, mtesta arva, miuaci 
Deapicit imperio, soloque in littore regnat. 

Hinc infame loci uomen, multosque per annos 
Immemor antiquse laudis, nescire labores « 

Vomeria, et nullo tellus revircscere cultu. 
Non avium colles, non carmine malutino 
Pastonim rcsonai-e ; adeo undique Uirus habebat 
Informes lal^ horror agroa saltuaque vacantea. « 
Stepiua et longe detorquens navita proram 
Uonatrabat digito littua, BEeTseque revolvens 
Fimera iiarrabat iioctis, veteremque ruinam. 

Montis adhue fades manct hirta atque aspera 

Sed furor extinctus jamdudum, et flamroa quievit, 
Qu£e nasconti aderat; aeu forte bituminis atri 
Defltixere olim rivi, atque effceta lacuna 
Pabula sufficere ardori, vir^que recusat; 
Sive in TLSceribus meditans incendia jam nanc 
(Horrendum) arcanis glomerat geiiti esse futurse 
Exitio, sparsos tacitusque recolligit ignes. « 



V. 41. 


" Ees antiquos Imidis," Vlrg. 


Georg, 


. ii. 174. 




T. IS. 


"Mat«linicanta3,"^n. viii 


.. 456. 


Far. Lost, r. 7. 


V.4S. 


" Longe BuilMS, latoque vaciai 
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196 geay's rOEMS. 

Karo per oHtos haud secius ordine vidi 
Cauescentem oleam ; longum post tempus amioti 
Vite virent tumuli ; patriamque revisere gaudens 
Bacchus in assuetis tenerum caput exerit arvis « 
Vix tandem, infidoque audet se credere ccelo, 



A FAREWELL TO FLORENCE. 

[See Mason'a Mcmoira, ml. ii. p. 15T,] 

* * Oh FiesuIiB amcena 
Frigoribus juga, nee niraium apirantibus auria I 
Alma quibus Tusci Pallas decu3 Apennini 
Ease dedit, glaucaque sua, camescere sylvS, ! 
Non ego vos posthac Ami de valle videbo » 

Porticibus circuni, et eandenti eincta corond 
ViUarum longe nilido consurgere dorso, [sus 

Antiquamve ^dem, et veteres prteferre Cuprea- 
Mirabor, tecfisquo super pendentia tecta. 

and Virg. Georg. i. 427. The position of "que" is wrong. 
See nobo to Burm. Ovid. Metiin. siv. 3D ; but also aonault 
Class. Journal. No, Kxii. p. 22. 

V, BS. " FiBtBDi oanentis oU«B," Ov, Met. vi. 81, 

V. 60. " Jam mndd oasrnlBO uitidnni caput exsere ponto," 
Ov. Met. xiii. S38. And Fast. L 453. 

T. 01. " Pennis aasus eo oredeve otelo," Vii^. Ma. tL 16. 

V. 1 In Sil, Itdl. Pun. viii. 47S, the second syllable of this 
word is flliorC; "Pssula, et antiquum Eomania mcenibua hor- 
ror." Polybias also (lib, ii. cap. 9,) writes •Haico^. In 
other aiUthuis, as Appiaa. Cir. Bell. ii. c. 2. Dion. xxxiU. it 
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IMITATION OF AN ITALIAN SONNET 



[See MnsoD'a Memoira, rol. u. p. 158.] 
Spesso Amor sotto la forma 
D'amistS, ride, e s'asconde : 
Poi si misctia, e si confonde 
Con lo sdegno, e col rancor. 
In Pietade ei si traaforma ; 
Par trastullo, e par dispetto; 
Mil nel suo diverse aspctto 
Sempr* egli, d 1' ist«sso Amor. 

LnaiT amicitiK interdwrn velatus amietu, i 

Et bene eomposita veste fefellit Amor. 

U written iwouTLat, which appoors to be the more nniaent or- 
Uiography, See Clover. Ital. Aii£u{. vol. i. p. 5C^. 
V. 5. " Non ego vos posthao, viiiii projaclus in antro, 
Bumoaa pendere prooul da nipe viileljii." 

V. T. " OoBspioitur aUidii! ftrndttta peonnia villis," Hor. Bp. 
i. IV. 46. " Buperni villa candens TuecHli," Epod. i. 29. 
"Camlida qua gominas ostendunt ouiminii turres," Propert 
Beg. iii. xvi. S. " Siddoa larea," Mardal. Ep. i. 71. 2. 
V. 8. "Ptffifttimus manibus vittus," Ma. vii. 231. 
V. 9. " Talis deepeotBBt longo per oceruia traetu 
Pmd^le, iftiis iDBtauti oulmiue, mil^." 

Ausonii MoselE. ver. 283. 
And, "Oulmina t^Iaram peadmiiiia edita ripis." v. 20, 
V. 1. "IntratflmisibiEB nomine, teotua Amor." 

Ovid. Ar. Am. i. 720. 
"Ut milii prmtoita pador axvelatus amietn." 

Propert. iii. iiiii. 3. 
V. 2. " At mo coraposltSi pane refellit amor," Propert. El. 
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Mox ira3 assumpsit cultua, facie m que rainantem, 
Inque odium versus, vei-sus et in laciTmas ; 

Lu^eatem fuge, ticc lacrymanti, aut crede furenti ; 
Idem est dissimili semper in ore Dens. ' 



ALCAIC ODE,« 



Seirurd in Gurop. Mag. 1791, and it is triuiskitfid la)i. Cait- 

Oh Tu, seyeri E«ligio loci, 
Quoounque gaudea nomine (non leve 
Nativa nam cert^ flneiita 

Numen lialiet, veteresque sylvas ; 



V. 6. So Mosoiias, Xdyll. i, 25: 

K^ iror' Mflf K^cwra, fvlaaeeo /ai be irSfli/^oj, 

This llttla poem has been tmnalatad Into Englisli Terse by 
Mr. Wnlpole; see hii worlia, vol. it. p. 451; and also by the 
antbor of "The Pleasures of Memory: ' see l^gera's Poems, 
p. 165. 

• In Heron's [Pinterton] "J-etters of Literatura," p. 299, 
ia a tranainEion of this edo ; and, after that, a moat extraordi- 
nary assertion, vrbiob I wisb the autiior of that book liad not 
givBD me an epportnnUy of produoiug: as, to say no irorse. It 
is erroneous in every instanoe. "Tbis exquisite ode," says he, 
'ubs/ia memia in Ihe AUaie tatatare, whicli M: Gray atom to 
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n et conspicimas Deum 
Per invias rapes, fera per juga, 
Clivosque prajruptos, sonaiites 

Inter aquas, nemorainque nootem ; 
Quflm si reposttis sul> ti'abe citrea 
Fulgeret auro, et PiiiJiacsi manu) 
Salve vocanti rite, feaso et 
Da placidam juYeni quietem. 



Aavt inleaded it for. Tha Alcaic meaanre.na used by Horace, 
oonsistB of Biit feat, or twelve ayllablea, in the two first lines; 
three fcetand it half, or sayen ajllables, in the third; and ibur 
feet, OF eight sj'llableB, in the fourth. ' Trul;, Uagter Holo- 

leaat.'" tLuve'e Lnkiur's Lost.) Andystlam afraid that 
this iiigenioua oommentatDr bos not eiperiencpd how true ia 
the admonition given b; the Moorish grammarian. 
'■Quid sit iiteni, qnid daie, 
JuncUG quid sibi aylli^HC. 
Dnmos inter, et nspera 
Soruposis eequiniur vadls. 
Froate exile negotium 
Et dignum pneris putoa. 
^tggrerfai* tubor arduita 
Nee tractibitt pmdus est." 

Terent. Maur. PrBBf. 8. ed, Br!sss» 
v. 2. "Nequa euim lere nomen Amatce,"\^a. vii. 581. 
V. Cas. Sarb. Oirm. p. 2IC. ed. Barbou. 

V. 6. This rerae nould be reckoned fiiulty, from (he absenoo 
of the otesura in ita right place. See the note to the " Oar- 
men ad FaTOniom," ver, 30. 

V.8. "Veteriasnb«DCi6C«pr8ssi,"Val.Flao.i.774, "Noi 
propria luoo est," Seneoffi Thyestcs, rer. 678. 

Bathor a nighl between the boughe tlian shade." 

Davenant. v. Drjden. Miac. y\. SIE. 
V. 9. " Ponit marmoroam sob trabe diren." 

Hot. Od. Ir. i BO 
r. 10. " Pbidiacil mnnn," Martial, vi, VS. i. 89, 
V. 11. '* Mihi oumque ealve 

Bite TOcaiitJ." Hor. Od. i. xsiii. 16. 
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) GKAT S POEMS. 

Quod si invidendis sedibus, et frui 
Fortuna sacrA lege silentii 

Vetat volentem, me resorbens 
In medios violenta fluctus : 
Saltern reinoto dea, Pater, angulo 
Horas senectte ducere liheras ; 
Tutumque vulgari tumultu 
Surripias, hoiiiiiniinqiie curls. 



PAET OF AN" HEEOIC EPISTLE 



raoe Mason's Mevuoira, toI. iiU p. 4B, " I thank him (Masoi 
for one, thinking, a9 I do, many of the linaa fally equal : 
Ovid'a." MS. note of Bennett, Biahop of Cloyna.] 

EGRE&itiM accipio promiasi Munus amoris, 
Inque manu mortem, jam fruitura, fero ; 

Atque utijiam citius mandasaea, luce vel ank ; 
Transieram Stygios non inhonesta lacus. 

Victoris nee paaaa toros, nova nupta, mariti, 
Nee fueram fastua, Koma superba, tuos. 



r9 oat inhonesta futnrft, 

1." Proport. El. il. vll. SB. 

ire paasa virum," Ovid. ffaaU 
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AN HEROIC EPISTLE. 201 

Scilicet hsec partem tibi, Maainissa, triumph! 

Detraetam, hsec pompse jura minora suse 
Imputet, atque uxor quod non-tua pressa catenis, 

Object* et esevte plawsibus orbis eo : lo 

Quill tu pro tantia cepisti prsemia fectis, 

Magnum BomanEs pignus amiciti^ 1 
Scipiadte excuses, oro, si, tardius utar 

Munere. Nou nimiiim Tivcre, crede, velim. i* 
Parva mora est, breve sed tempus mea fama re- 

Detinet Hecc animam cura suprema meam. 
Quie patrisE prodesse mese Eegina ferebar, 

Inter Elisaeas gloria prima nurus, 
Ne videar fiammie nimis indulsisse secundse, 

Vel nimis Eostiles extimuisse manus. » 

Fortunam atque annos liceat r 



V. T. InMiiflon's sdition it ]i apelt 'Mas3ln!saa; ' which, 
however, will only pattiallj oorreot the quantity ; ns the 
second BjllnMe will still be short. See Ovid. Fast. vi. 763; 
"Poatera lux mellor, supenit Moeioiasa Sypliaoem." And 
8il.Ital.Kri. 117: 

"Cuitaqae AeoeiuJuni nomeu Masmiisa saperbum." 

That ' Marfnlasa ' is tha right orthography, see Droken- 
boroli'B note on Sil. Itslioas; Gronoviua on Livy, lib. xxv. o. 
nxxW. 11 ; VoraUus on Val. Mas. i. i. 31. Tortelliua, in hia 
Grammatical CommentiLriea, nnder the word 'Maaanisso,^ Bays, 
'Non euioi primum sliquo paoto duplicarl potniti ut ignari 
cjnidam syllabamm voluemnt." See also Noltenii LksIodd, 
vol. i. p. 112. Celluii Oithog. Lat. i. p. ^8S. 

V. 12. " I lihei abEsntli plgnns nmloiUte." 

Maiiial. ii. cii. 

V. 15. "Parva mora est," Ovid. Met. i. 611. Bp. ii. U4. 

T. IB. See Sil. Ilolioua. ii. 139; vi. S46; siy. 251. 

V. 20. " Pallet, et tioslilea credit adesse aumas," Or. Fast. 

V. 21. " Non ajinia roTooare tuis," Ov. Met. vii. 177. 
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Giiudiaque heu ! quantia nostra repenaa malis. 
Pi-imitiaane tuaa meminiati atque arma Syphacis 

Fusa, et per Tyrias ducta trophsea viaa ? 
(Laudis at antiquse forsan meminisse pigebit, ei 

Quodque decus quondam causa ruboris eiit.) 
Tempus ego c«rte memini, felicia Pienis 

Quo te non puduit solvere vota deis ; 
Mceniaque intrantem vidi : longo agmine duxit 

Turba salutantum, purpnreique pati-es. ao 

Fceminea ante oniBes longe admiratur eunteia 

Hseret et aspectu tota caterra tuo. 
Jam flexi, regale decus, per colla capilli, 

Jam decet ardenti fuscus in ore color ! 
Commendat frontia generosa modestia formam, ss 

Seque cupit laudi surripuisse auce. 

V. 26. " Aut nbi ecssaras, cnuso mbaria eram." 

Ov. Ttist. iil. Tii. 26. 

v. SI. Ilera the last Eyllabls of ego is again made long. 
See the note to the Sapphic Ode to Weal, ver. 46, p. 136. I 
have onl; to add to that note, that ega ia said In ba found with 
tbie quantity in the ' Dine Oatonia,' ver. 166; but irhioh line 
is thuB ^Ten by Wernsdorf, vol. ili. p. 19: 

" Ausos egon' primua custos violarB pndoresl " 
and by nil tha other editors prior to bim- See FiCbsi Gatol. 
p. ai9. 8oaliseriColtect.p. 61. Boxhoraii Poet. Sat. p. 1 17. 
Burumnni Anthol, ii. 674 ; hot erroneoualy : see Bentley'a 
CiwoD, Heuyt. Tereutii, act v. ao. l.ond Clas. Journ. No. Isii. 
p. S52. 

V. 50. " Tnrba solutantnui," Clmidlno. iii, 213, p. aO. ed 
GesQ, Virpl. Georg. ii. 463. 

V. 31, " Omnia frnminols qnare dlleeta oatervia," Martial, 
li. 48. "Vanit in exaeqnins tota eaterva meas," Prop, iv 
li. 68. And " aapeoto bieait," Vii^. Xn. iii. 697. 

V. 34. "Et enim fiaco grata coiore Venua," Ov. Amor. 
ii, 440. And Propert. El. ii. xii. 78. 

V. 35. Ov. Medlcam. rat. 1. "Qua fiuuem commendat 
ouia." Andadliv. 259. 
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Prima genas tenui Bignat vis flore juventas, 

Et dextrse soli credimus esse virum, 
Diim faciles gradiens oculoa per singula jactas, 

(Seu rexit casus luraiua, sive Venus) « 

In me (vel cert^ visum est) converaa morari 

Sensi ; virg^iieus perculit ora pudor. 
Neseio quid vultum molle spirare tuendo, 

Credideramque tuos lentiua ire pedes. 
Quagrebam, juxfa sequalis si dignior esset, « 

Quce poterat visua detimiisse tuos : 
Nulla fuit circum feqnatis qu^e digaior esset, 

Aai^eTuitque decus conecia forma suum. 
Pompse finis erat. Tola vix nocte quievi, 

SiQ premat invitiB lumina victa sopor, ^o 

Somnus habet pompas, eadenique reoursat imago ; 

Atque itemm hestemo munere victor ades.t 



^n. is. 181. Also Drill, Mot. siii. 7B4. Viig. Mo. vii. 162. 

V. 39. " FacUisqve o™!™ fert omnia oiroum," Virg. ^n. 
riii. 310. 

V. 40. "Ad ftatrem casa lumina fiesa tulitv," Ov. Trist. 
iii. li. 22. 

V. 43. Glraylinsiii this iDstsnco prraervod ametriooleonon, 
whioh has beeu broken through bj many of the modern Latin 



poeta; — I'Bpeatodij by Milton, Addison, 
Warton. Bee the OloBaieal Journal, 1. !1. 29S, iii. 1T4. isii. 
364. and Barthiua and Barman on Nemesiau Bclog. ii. 32. seo 
Poet. Lat, Minor, vol. i. p. 570. and Dawea. Miso. Crit. ed. 
Eidd. p. 3. 

V. 40. " Siepe oeulos etiam detinnlsae tuos," Ov, Triat. ii. 
b20. 

V. 49. " Infelis (old quiomnque qjiiesccre node," Ovid, 
Amor. ii. 9. 39. 

V. 60. " Lumms ouni pla«i(lo jMla sapore jncent," Ov. Bp 

i £llLg, la his Historical Sketch of English Foebrj, (p. 224,] 
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DE PEINCIPIIS COGITANDL 



[Sea Mason's Memoite, vol. iii. p. E5,] 

TJuDB Animus acire ineipiat; quibus inchoetorsa 
Principiis seriem rerum, tenuemqne catenam 
Mnemosyne ; Ratio «nde rudi sub pectore tardum 
Augeat imperium ; et primum mortalibns atgris 
Ira, Dolor, Metus, et Curse aascactur inanes, » 
Hicc canere aggreiiior. Nee dedignare canentem, 
O decus ! AngliaciB certe lux altera gentis ! 
Si qiiii. primus iter monstras, vestigia conor 
Signare incerta, tremuldque insistere plaiita. 
Quin potius due ipse (poteanamque omnia) sane- 
Ad liraen (si rite adeo, si peetore puro,) 

thinkB that the deacripdon of the entry of TroiluB into Troy, 
in ChDfloer'e Eomuncij of IrailDS snd Creaoidn, suggested to 
Gray some very beantlful lines in this Epiatle; " Jam flasi, 
regale deoua," ita. <See Chauear, b. si. at, 83. fol. 151. ed. 
1601.) 

" This Troilna aat on his bayo ateed, 
AU irmed, save his head, full riohely," &o. 
V.4. Virg.Gcorg.i. 2S1, " Mottalibus icgiia," and Luorct. 

V. 6. Virg. Goorg. iv. 345, " C-iram Olymene narrabat 



v. 9. " TtemuliB posBuat in; 
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DE PKINCIPII3 COeiTANDI. 206 

Obscurse reserans Natar^ ingenlia daustra. 
Tu ciBcas rerum causas, fontemque si 
Pande, Pater ; tibi etiim, tibi, veri mag 
Corda patent homimiin, atque altje ] 

Mentis. w 

Tuque aures adhibe vacuas, facilesque, Favoni, 
(Quod tibi cresdt opus) simplex nee despice car- 
men, 
Nee vatem : non ilia leves primordia motus, 
C^anquam parva, dabunt Ltetam ve! amabilo 
quicquid [auras, 

Usquam oritur, trahit hine ortum; nee aurgit ad 
Quin ea conapirent simul, eventusque secundeiit. 
Hinc vari£e vita'i arfes, ac mollior usua, sa 

Dulce et amicitiee Tinclum : Saplentia dia 
Hinc roseum accendit lumen, vultuque sereno 
llumanas aperit mentes, nova gaudia monstrans, 
Defoiinesque fugat euras, vanosque timorea ; ss 
Scilicet et rerum erescit pulcherrima Virtus. 
Ela etiam, quse te (mirum) noctesque diesque 

V, 12. Natune primns portarunx daiisim oupltet," Luoret. 
■ - - Cosijaa oauaos," Ifaia. iii. 317. Virg. JDn. *u. IS 
m iagantia oliuatra." Luke. 
'. 13. " Amuemqut senmim," Virg. ^n. vi. S74. And 

" Mentia penetralia nudal," Cland. Kap. Proa. i. 213 . 

" FmUm hnbuit aares," ftnintil. Inst. Orat. vi, T, 

p. 676. " ViujiiMtnires adhibe," Lniret. i. 45. 

" Sveatasqne seoundet," Virg. Gteorg. ir. 397. 
"Rubens aooendit lamina VeBper," Virg. Gleorg. 
i. •iSl. 

V. 36. Hor. Epod. xiii. 18, "Defonnia Eegtimonite." Luke. 
"Soiliest et reruia tiola est puloi-etrioia Koma," 
Georg. ii. 531. 
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Assidu^ fovet icspirans, linguamque sequentem 
Temperat in numeros, atque toras mulcet inertea ; 
Aurea non aJiA se jactat origine Muaa. ai 

Principio, ut magnum fcedus Natura creatrix 
Firmavit, tardis juasitque iaolescere membris 
Sublimes animas; tenebroso ia carcere partem 
Noluit sethereara longo torpere veterno : *• 

Keeper se proprium passa exercete vigorem eat, 
Ke sociie molis eonjonctos sperceret artus, 
Fonderis oblita, et ccelestis conscia flammie. 
Idcirco imiumero ductu treiaere imdique fibras 
Nervorum insfituit : turn toto eorpore miscens lo 
Implicuit lat^ ramos, et aenaile textum, 
Implevitque humore buo (seu lympha vocanda, 
Sive aura est) tenuis certe, atque levissima qute- 

Vis vereatur ^eiis, parvosq^ue infusa cauales 
Perfluit ; assidu^ exf^mis quas concita plagis, is 
Mobilis, incuasique fldelis nuntia motua, 
Hinc inde accenaa contago relabitur usque 
Ad superas hominis sedes, arceinque cerebri. 



V. SI. "At noQ Tmw aarm oontrm" Virg. Mn. 


I. IB. 


" Qm irnno U frnitur orfldnlns ™-«." Hot. Od. i. t. 9. 




T. 32. Betitni KafKra creoiriu," Looret. 1. eS3. 




V. S3. Bee note at p. 176, on the porition of "qne 




Butmin on Antholog. Lit. vol. i. p. 607. 




V. 35. " Neo tai}^e grari pasaua ana regoa velcnut," 


Vlrg. 


Oeorg. i. 124. 




V. 16. ■' S^mU Hmoia plaga," Luci-et. iv. 189. 


"E:,. 


ternia pla^a," Ibid. ii. 1140. 




V. 48. " SteUt unia in arcem 




Ereotus c^«." Monil. Aatron. If. 90S. 








lu ooMbrum." Claud, iviii. 62. 





»i..,Goo^lf 



DE PRINCIPIIS COeiTANDl. 207 

e illic posTiit solium, et sua templa sacravit 
Mens ajiimii banc circum coeunt, donsoque fe- 
runtui H> 

Agmine notitke, simulacraque tenuia rernm; 
Ecce autem natarfe ingens aperitur imago 
Imraensie, variique patent coiumercia muadi. 

Ac uti longinquis descendunt montibus araiiea 
Velivolus Tamisis, flaventisque Indus arenje, ss 
Euphrate5que,Taguaque,etopimoflumiiie Granges, 
Undas quisque auas Tolyens, curauque sonoro 
In mare prorumpunt ; hos magno aeclinis in antro 
Eseipit Oeeanus, natorumque ordine longo 
Dona recognoscit venientum, ultroque serenat «> 



V. Maorob, 8. Scijaonia, i. p. iH. v. Gronorii Not. Apuloii 
Apolog. " Vcrlicfm hominia Tolat arcsm et yegiain." Coripp. 
de Lsiud. Jusdni. ii. 190. Cla«diiuii Cuos. Honor, iv. " Horn- 
ma eapitie pendiLYit in arcs." Sid. Apolt. V. 239, " Aroe 
oerebri." Prudent. Horn. S13, " Mediaqna ei area cerebri," 
and many otier exumples. EtsoommoQ has the " OiTerns of 
the Brain," on Foelrj, r. 27, and see Sprat. Pls^s of Athens, 
St. 11. 

" Tum vapor ipsam, 

Corporis atcem SammiB uril." Seneme (Bdtp. IS5. 

gee also ShakespeaiB: " And his pure brain, 

Whioli Boma suppose the snU'a frail d-aelli^B-fause." 

K. John, act T. so. 7. 
And see ver. 133 of this poem. 
T. SI. So Lueret. iii. 244; 

" Qua nee raohiliua quidquam neque im-ai-as eistat." 
AndYirg. Geotg. i. 398: 

" Teaida neo lanEB per oodara vellem ferri." 
V. 51. •' Beriim simKincAro ferantur," Luoret. iv, 165. 



inoqua fmasoommeroianiundo," Claad. xiiiii. 
Y. 59. ■' Ke Cane Oceania nalali gni^te lassani Gxtipit," 

laud. vii. ne. 

Y. GO. " Dona leoognofltdt populorum," Yirg. .ffin.Tm.721 
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Cieruleam faciem, et diffuso mannore ridet. 
Haud aliter species properant se inferre novelte 
Certatim menli, atque aditus quiiio agmine com- 

Primas tactus agit partes, primusque minutffl 
Lasat iter «6cuin turbas, recipitque ruentem. * 
Noa idem huic modus est, qui fratribus : ampliua 

ille 
Imperium affectat senior, penitusque medullis, 
Visceribusque habitat totis, pellisque recentem 
Funditur in telam, et lat^ per stamina viTit, 
Necdum etiam matris puer eluctatus ab alvo » 
Multiplices solvit tunicas, et viucula rupit ; 
Sopitus molli aomno, tepidoque Hquore 
Circumfusus adhuc: tactus tamen aura lacessit 
Jamdudum levior sensus, animamque reeluait. 
Idque magis simu!, ac soiitum blandumque ciilo- 

Frigore mutavit cceli, quod verberat acri 
Impete inassuetos artua : turn ssevior adstat 
Humanteque cornea vitffl Dolor escipit; ille 
Cunctaiitem frustrit et tremulo multa ore queren- 

Corripit invadens, ferreisque amplectitur ulnie. ai 



V. 


61. 


" Diffuso Inmineri 


det," Luotet. 


iii. 32. 






V. 


«9. 


So Pope. Essay on 


Man, i. 21T: 










■Th 

Pel 


e apiaet's touch, eo 
jla M eaxb thread, 


exqnieitoly fi 
and lives oIoe 


ig'Ehelme." 






eS; 


" Turn porro piur. 
• Lnoret. r. 223. 


'• Cdm TBtBCea ponun6 t 


,um. 


MS,' 


V. 


SO. 


"Capldiaq«e ■n.p/i 


K/iliu- Blah," 


Ovid. Met. 


.xi. 


63. 
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Turn species primum patefacta est Candida Luds 
(Usque vices adeo Natura bonique, maliqne, 
Exsequat, just3.que maiiu sua damna rependit) 
Turn prinxum,ignotosquebibiintiiovalum5!ia soles. 
Carmine quo, Dea, te dicam, gratissima cceli a 
Progenies, ortumque turnn ; gemmantia rorc 
Ut per prata lev! lustras, et floribus balans 
Purpureum Veris gremium, scenamque virentera 
Pingis, et umbriferos colles, et cserula regna ? 
Gratia te, Venerisqoe Lepos, et mille Colorum, m 
FormM-umque chorus sequitur, motusque decentes. 
At caput inviaum Stygiis Nox atra tenebris 
Abdidit, borrendieque simul Fonnidinis ora, 
Pervigileaque£e3tusCui;arum,atqueanxiu3Angor. 



V. 81. 
Luoret. i 


"NamaimiJ aa 


.^., 




.vem 


a diei ! " 


V. 84. 




',^mZ, 


nova iuBUM 


senBit, 




V. 35. 

V. SB. 
MOanti.' 


" DignisBlma oceli. 

Progenies." Achill. Statii, ii. 372. 
Lnoret. ii. S19, " Invitant harbEe gemmiaites rare 
• Luke. 


V. 67. 
horti." 


Virg. Qeorg. i 
Lake. 


7. 109, 


, "Oroceia 


M^l^ 


. >riJa» 


V. 88. 


" Hie Yer pnrpni 


feum," 


Vii^. Eclog. is. 41 




V. 89. 
regno," 


■'Umbrifernmn 
Virg. Citia. 493. 


amua," 


Luoret. vi. 


703. ' 


'Csrulao 


V. 91. 


"Vo^^V- 


leoooB 


Hor. 


Od. i. 


. siii. 17. 



V. 93. "Invisum hoo detrude capot enb Tartaro," Ma. is 
476. " Stygiia tenebris," Seorg. iil. o51. 
V. 93. •' SuMt homda mentem formdo," Si!, Itnl. x. 544 



i. lODG, " Exeet ui 
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Undique Iffititia florent mortalia eorda, m 

PuruB et ai-ridet largis fulgoribus ^ther. 

Omnia nee tu ideo invalidie ae pandere Menti 
(Quippe niiuis teneros posset vis taiita diei 
Perturbare, et inexpertos confundere visus) 
Nee capere infantes animos, neu cernere credas i»o 
Tarn variam molem, el miree spectacula lucis : 
Nescio qua tamen htec oeulos dulcedine parcos 
Splendida percussit aovitas, trasitque sequentes ; 
Moirne videmus enim, lalis inserta feneatris 
Sieubi se Phtebi dispei^ant aurea tela, iiw 

Sive lucei-naium rufilus eoUuierit ardor, 
Extemplo hue obverti aciem, qute flxa repertos 
Hiaurit inexpletum radios, fruiturque tuendo ? 

Altior huic ver6 sensu, m^orque videtur 
Addita, Judicioque arct^ connexa potestaa, "^ 
Quod simul atque eetas volventibus auxerit auuis, 
Haec simul, assiduo depasceus omnia visu, 
Perspiciet, vis quanta loci, quid polleat ordo, 
Juncturre quis bones, ut res aecendere rebus 
Lumina conjurant inter se, et mutua fulgent, iw 

v. 90, "Lnproriao vibratua ab ^thara falgor," Virg. Ml. 
vm.G24. 

v. 102. " Noeoio qua prster solitnm dnicedine lieti," Virg. 
Oeotg. I. 413. 

V. 104. "Plenaperin>ertaBfiindBba,tliinB,feii«atraa,"Virg. 
Ma. ill. 152. 

V. 105. " Luoidtt tela diei," Luoret. 1. 128. 

V. 108. "B«pieriniBilemnequit,»rdeBdtiiufllueB<io,"Virg. 
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DE PKINCiniS COGITAKDI. 211 

Nee minoringemznisviget auribiisinshaTutus, 
Nee tantum in eurvis quie pervigil eseuliet antris 
Hinc atque hinc (ubi Yoi tremefecerit oalJa puisu 
Aeriis invecta rotis) longeque recurset: 
Scilieet Eloquio h»c sonitns, heec fulminis alas, 
Et mulcere dedit dictis et tollere corda, isi 

Verbaque meliri numeris, versuqne ligare 
Eepperit, et quicquid discant Libethrides undse, 
Calliope quoties, quoties Pater ipse izanendi 
Evolvat Jiquidum carmen, calamove loquenti 'si 
Inspiret dulces animas, digitisque figuret. 

At medias fauees, et linguse huiaentia terapla 
Gustus habet, qui se insinuet jucunda saporum 
Luxaries, dona Autumni, Bacchiqae voluptas. 

Naribns interea consedit odora hominum vis, u" 
Docta leves captare auras, Fanchaia quales 
Vere novo exhalat, Florseve quod oscula fragrant, 



V. IIB. On this uae of the iBdicfflm, ' oonjurftnl,' 'fuigent,' 
for tha luMmctim mood, see Pair's Letter to Dr. Gabeil, in the 

vol. i. p. 176. 


V 


119 


" Punia^ hivecu, rotis," Virg. Ma. xi 


77. 




V 
30. 


132. 


"NeonumerisneoterBiwifl jUTat,"Ovld, Po 


t. ii. 


log. 


123. "Hjmphre, noster smor, Libethrides, 
ii. 21. Pomp. Mela, ii. 3. 


•Virg 


Bo- 


V 


126. 




'et 


41' 


V 


123 


"J-uouodua saporoB Tibull vu 33 






V. 130. 
iv. 133. 


"Odora oaaum vib, Lnoret v 778 


V g 


X 


V 
mild 


132. Compata Par. Lost b V 16 Then 
as when ZephjruB on Flora b aath b 1 


wth 


g i 
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212 UKir's POEMS. 

3iiia Zephyr! furllm sub vesperis hork 
■t votis, moliemque aspirat ataorem. 
Tot portaa allffi capilis- drcumdedit arei isi 
Alma Parens, sensusque vias per membra recluait ; 
Hand solas : namque iutus agit vivata facultas, 
Qufi sese explorat, contemplatusque repente 
Ipse suas aiiimua ^ires, momentaque cernit. 
Quid velit, aut possit, cupiat, fugiatve, viciasim 
Percip^t imperio gaudena ; neque corpora fallimt 
Morigera ad celeres actus, ac nwnina mentis. 

Quaiia Hamadrjadum quondam si forte sororum 
Una, noYOS peragrans saltus, et devia rura; 
(Atqae illam in viridi suadet procumbere ripd 
Fontja pura quies, et opaci frigoris umbra) 
I>um proaa in latices speculi de margino pendet, 
Mirata est subitam venienti occurrere Nympham : 
Mox eosdem, quos ipsa, artus, eadem ora gerentem 
Unil inferre gradus, unk auccedere ajlvfe uo 

Aspicit alludens ; aeseque agnoacit in undis. 
Sic aensu interno rerum simulacra auai'um 
Mens ciet, et proprios observat conscia vultus. 

V. 134. " VotJa reapondet avari," Georg. i. n. "Divmnm 
adspimt amorem," Virg. Ma. vin. S73. 

V. 137. " Vivaia poteetns," Lnotet. iii, 110. 65T. 680. 

V. 119. " Aninma vorio iabefiietus vulnere nulnt 

Hue levia, atqus illdo; momeninfHf anmit utvoque." 

Ovid. Mat. I. 176 

Luoret, ii. 355. Ltiie 
V. 147. " Ljmpharum in spcoulo," Phseilnis, i. iv. 3. 
V. 149. The same sjnrereaiB ia found in Propei't. iv. vii. 7: 
" Eoidaa iiabnit seoum, qaibua est elata oapilloa." 
And, " £t>si2e»i oouloe; lateri veetJa aduataCuit." 
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DE PEinciPiia cosiTANci, 213 

Nee yero simplex ratio, aut jus omnibus umim 
Constat imaginibus. Sunt qufe bina ostia norunt ; 
Hfe privos servant aditus ; sine legibus ilia 
Passim, quit data porta, ruunt, auimoque propin- 
qiiant. i<7 

Eespice, c«i k cunis tristes extinxit ocellos, 
Steya et in eternas mersit natnra tenebras: 
Uli igttota dies lucet, vernusque colorum loo 

Offustis nitor est, et vivse gratia formte. 
Corporis at filum, et motus, spatJumque, locique 
Intervalla datur certo dignoscere tautu : [plex, 
Quandoquidem Us iter Mnbiguum est, et janua du- 
Exclusieque oculis apeciea irrumpere tendunt isi 
Per digitos. Atqui solis concessa potestas 
Luminibus blandfe est radios immitfere lucia. 

Undique proporro sociis, quauunque patesdt 
Notitis campus, niistie lasciva feruntur 
Turba voluptatis comitea, formasque dolorum iru 
Terribiles visu, et portd glomerantur in omni. 
Nee vario minus introi'tu magnum ingruit Ulud, 
Quo faeere et fungi, quo res existere circiim 
Quamque sibi proprio cma eorpore sclmus, et ire 



V. 154 


'■ Nbo rntio 90lU ^imple^," LBoret. T. 613. " Con- 
," it. 108. "Privaa autes," iv. 670. 


V. 157. 
V. 161. 


Virg. &1.1.83. " Qua daba porta ruMDt." 

Lute 
" Ba gratia formiB." Ovid. Mst. rii. i4. 


•lUdiiaa 


■■ Radios inter quasi rumpere lucis," Luoret. r. 2SS 
denlem Inois," Virg. iGn. Tii. 142, 


V. 171 


"Tertihiles visu formEo," Ma. vi. 271. 


V. ns 


" At facers, et fiitgi sine Borpora nulla potestas." 
Lumt.i.4M 
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214 gray's i'Obms. 

Ordine, perpetiioque per tEvum flumine labl. im 

Nunc age quo valeat pacto, qak sensOis arte 
Affectare viam, atque animi tentare latebras 
Materies (dictis aures adverte faventes) 
Exsequar, Imprimis spatii quatn multa per 

ieqitor 
Millia miiltigenia pandant se corpora seclis, iw 
Espende. Haud unum inveniea, quod mente H- 

cetit 
Amplecti, nedum propriiia deprendere aensTi, 
Moljs egens certe, aut solido sine roLore, cujua 
Denique mobilitas linquit, texturave partes, 
TJUa nee orarum circumcteaura coercet. i8s 

Hsec conjuncta adeo tot& compage fatettir 
Mimdus, et extremo clamant in limine rerum, 
(Si rebus datur extremTim) primordia. Firmat 
Haso eadem tactus (tactum quia dieere falsum 
Audeat?) hsec oculi nee lucidus arguit orbia. no 

Tnde potestatum enasci densiasima proles : 
Nam quodeunque ferit visum, tangive labocat, 



V. m. 

"Tentaie 


"Perpcim poasint <Bvilslaaia tracta." 

L..Qret. V. 1215. 
" Viiimqno adfootat Oljropo," fleor;;. iv. S62. 
ateb™3,"^n.li. S8. 


V.185 


Lucret. iv, 661. 


T. 199. 


'■ Solem qnis dioBTO falsum 

Audeat." Vltg. tleorg. i. 463. 


V. ISO 


'< At Bi tantula pais octtii media ilia percsa est, 
Inoolninia qnamyis alloqni splmdidus oriis." 


V. 191 


"Denaior hino soboles," Virg. Georg. iii. 308. 


V. 192 
LooTBt. iv 


" Qu!0 foimt ocuJorKm ocim, viBumquB lacsaa™!," 
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DB rnlKCIPIIS COGITANDI. 215 

Qiiicquid nare bibis, vel coiicava coneipit auris, 
Quicq d lingi a ij t, credas hoc omne, necesse 

Ponder b«3 textu diseursu, mole, flguri m 

Parti ulaa [rtestare leres, et semina rerum. 
Nun oc Iu3 ig tur piseunt, et luce ministry 
Fulger uncta videa, sparg^que coloribiis orbem, 
Dum de sole trahuBt alias, aliasque supem^ 
Detorquent, retroque docent se vertere flammas. 



V. 193. "Narabibis," la thia espresalon nori'£mt«d by tha 
anthoritjotftDjof the Latin poets? Horace hoe "Bibitoare," 
Od. ii. liil. 32; and Btalios, in Aeb. ii. !2U, " Anre bibentem." 
"NaEOiidet,"Flaudna. See Martini. Vai.Leob. p. 10. Shake- 
Epoare tranafere tba aameword to sig/u: "And wili mineejw 
III drill* tbe words jou sand," Cjrmbel. Rat i. bo. Z. And 
Thomson. Spring, 106; "Orios(fthe«nuii of dairy." "Elap- 
eusque cavi fiugiCur awe lapla," Or. Art. Am. i. 432. 

y. 196. '■ Mnltorum aemlna rorimi," Lucrat. u. 676. Jjuhe. 

V. 107. "Ocnloaqol pasoere poaaunt," Luoret. ii. 410. 

Leki. 
"CooBidit ardentea radios, et luce magtsira." 

Cland. Cons. Honor, vi. 7. 

V. 19B. " Qrammatioi Teterea nobiTOrnnt Ji VirgiUo et onti- 
qitioribua poatis, atridtra in terUb oonjugotloae cnm aliis verbis, 
ut favare, fuigere esse nsitatam ; it Laoano aut<ni, at Stotio, 
et ejus cetatla poetia in seonnd&." l^e Ptisidan. Gal. 337. 
Bfi6. 8D3. Itousam. nd liuoil. lib. ia. p. 110. N. Maroell, 
vooe 'Tulgere," ed. Heroer. Coripp. Land. Juatini, iii. 25T. 
Virg. Oeorg. iv. 363. Mn. iv. 630. ^A\. 33*. xii. 601. Luoau. 
ii. 260. vi. 179. ed. Oudendorp. Gesner, in a note to Clandlaa 
de OonS. Stilioh.iil, 14a,"SioHlaBob!ident arbea,"aarB,"06- 
lidere tartiSi oonjugatione, neo optimoa refugisae dooent Xbe- 
saiui nostii." It ivas on the anthoiitf of the nse of thesa 
verba in the third conjugation, that Vosaius, in hia treatise " Da 
Arte Orammatica," (lib. ii. p. 90), attempted to defend rtspm- 
dh-i in the ivell-known paaSE^e of Manilius, lib. T. T53, and 
that Scaligor nnd Bronkhusius read " Jam oanig cetaa mea 
canara ttnnis." Y. Prnpart. El. ii. 14. 7. 

V. 300. " Faciunt ignem sc vrrtae in auras." 

Luoret. i. 783. 



»i..,G00^lf 



216 GJU.r'a poems. 

Nunc ti'epido inter se fervent corpuacula pulsu, 
Ut tremor sthera per magnum, lateque natautes 
Aurarum fluctu? avidi ribrantia claustra 
Auditus queat allabi, sonitumque propaget. 
Cominua interdum non ullo interprets per se »» 
Nervorum invadunt teneraa quatientia fibraa, 
e urgent ulti'o pec viscera motum. 



LIBER QTTAETUS. 

Hactenus baud segnis Nature arcana retexi 
Musarum intei'pres, primusque Britanna per arva 
Romano liquidum deduxi flumine rivum. 
Cum Tu opere in medio, spes tanti ot causa labo- 

Linquis, et Eetemam fati te condis in umbraml 
Tidi egomet duro graviter concuBsa dolora 
Pectora, in alteriua non unquam lenta dolorem ( 



V. 2. Sae Lucrot. 1. 95 1 iv. 6. And Columella da C 
Hort. 435; 

" Qui piimus veCores ansae renliidore fontes, 
Aaorteum oeoiait Eomana pel oppida aatioen." 
Vjrg. Goorg. ii. nS. Andlii. 12: 

" Aonio rcdioDa dedocam lecCioo Musns." 
And aea note lo Eanius, ed. Hesselii. p. 10. 

y. 8. " Langnescent iBiniiia morte," Catnll. Ixtv. : 
"Vultna amalos," Ov. Fast. ri. 679. 
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LIBER QUAETUS. 217 

Et languere ocnloa vidi, et pallescere amaiitem 
Viiltujji, quo nunquam Pietas msi rara, Fidesque, 
Altus amor Veri, et purum spirafcat Honestum. w 
Visa tamen tardi deiBiim inclementia morbi 
Cessare est, redueemque itenim roseo oi-e Salutem 
Speravi, atquo uni tecum, dilecte Favoni I 
Crediilu3 hea longos, ut quondAm, fallere Soles : 
Heu spea nequicquain dulces, atqtie irrita vota! 
Heu msestos Soles, sine te quoa ducere llendo i* 
Per desideria, et questiis jam cogor inanes I 

At Tu, saneta anima, et nostri non indiga luctua, 
Stellanti templo, sincerique setheris igne, 
TJnde orta es, fruere ; atque 6 si secura, nee ultra 
Mortalis, notos olim miserata labores a 

Eespectes, teniiesque vacet cognoscere curas ; 
Hamanam si fort^ altd de sede procellam 
Contemplere, metus, sfiiuulosque cupidinis acres, 
Gaudiaque et gemitus, parvoque in corde tumultum 
s sub pectore fluctus ; 



V, 9. " looottupla firfes, nudaqua vetitas." 

Hor. Od. i. xsW. 7. 
V. 11. " Rapit inolsmsBtia mortis," Virg. Oeoi-g. iii. 63. 

V. 11. " Teoum etenim longos memini oonsumere eolea." 

Pora. Sat. t. 41. Virg. Eclog. is. 51. 
V. 17. ." Q«K(M ad nubila rumpit inanrs," Claud, ixxv, 
249. " QuBBtu Tolvebat inimi," Clria. t. 401. 
V. 18. « Saacta ad tos ammo," Virg. jfin. xii. 648. 
" OjAsquB liaud indiga noEtrce," Oeurg. ii. 128. 
V.Sl. "Oh! solalnraiidosIioJEeitilEeiatalaboreE!" JEa. 
i. 69T. " Tenuisque pigot oognosoere onroa," Georg. i. 177 

V, ai. " Si quid pietas untiqnii labores 

Stspkil liumanos." Mi. r. GSe. 



»i..,G00^lf 



GEAT 3 POEMS. 



Eeapice et iias Iswjrjmas, memori quas ictus amore 
Fwido; quod possum, juxt^ lugere sepulchmm 
Dum jUYaf, et mutte vana htec jaclare fayilliB. ^ 



GREEK EPIGRAM. 
[Sae Mason's Memoirs, vol. Ui. p. 4S.] 

_■ delJiof TCftEvt/ Isiire Kwaye iSeaf, 



Tdf deijiof TCftEvt/ Isiire Kwaye i3i 
"Jo&iw iff fv9a livvav ^Oiov KMyyiii 
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PETRAECA PAST I. SONETTO 170. 
" lasBO oh' i' ardo, ed altri non mal erede; " &c. 



Ueor, 10 i veros at nemo credidit ignes : 

Quin credunt omnes ; dura sed ilia negat, 
Bla negat, soli volumus cui posse probare ; 

Qain videt, et visos improba disaimulat. t 

Ah, durisBima mi, sed et, ah, palcherrima rerum 1 

Nonne animam in raiserft, Cynthia, fconte vides? 
Omnibus ilia pia eat; et, si non fata vet&ssent, 

Tam longas mentem flecteret ad lacrjmas. 
Sed tamen has lacrymaS, hiinc tu, quem spre- 
veria, ignein, 

Caiminaqiie auctori non bene culta suo, w 

Turba futurorum non ignorabit amantum: 

Nos duo, cumque erimus parvus uterque cinis, 
Jamque faces, eheu I oculorum, et frigida lingua, 

Hse sine luce jacent, immemor ilia loqui ; 
Infelix muaa teternos spirabit amores, i" 

Ardebitque uniS multa faviUa mea. 

* Great Jud^ent is evinced id the imitadon uf tbie soanet 
In eleginc Proper tian Terse ; and the subatltutioD of the name 
of Cynthia, for the Laura of Petroroh, glTes it an air of 
originality Id the Latin liingaage, and marks that ptoprielj 
whioh distinguiBhes eiiay oompoaition of Mt. Gray. Mwon. 
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